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When the author of the following letters waa taking his 
rough and hurried notes in the confusion of the march, and 
sometimes during the din of battle, he had little thought of 
giving them to the world. The friend,* however, to whom 
the letters were addressed, a distingaished lawyer and a man of 
eminent literary taste, recommended their publication, to which 
the author assented on condition of that gentleman's making 
the campaign complete by giving, from official documents, the 
battles of Vera Crua and Cerro Gordo. This he was kind 
enough to undertake, and from his pen came the spirited 
sketches at the end of this volume. He did more ; — he wrote 
a highly finished essay on the political history of the War, 
which, however, be withdrew, because it was supposed to give 
the book itself a political bias foreign to its general design. 

The name. El Pucheeo, was assumed on account of the dis- 
cursive and mixed character of the work, which is composed, 
without much regard to order, of various elements of war and 



* David Holmes Conrad, Esq., of Virginia 
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peace, and of sucli general considerations as present tlieni- 
aelvea to the observation of a stranger in a foreign land. 
May, 1840. 

P S When the letteia weie pupaung foi publication it 
was n t the intention of the authoi to give his name to the 
woild mth them In compliince, howevei with the desire 
of the pubhshe!=!, it ajpeira on the title pige He has to 
regret now that he has not done jubtice to many of his 
friends and biother officers, by as^ociiting acts of personal 
gallantly with their names which he couli not have done in 
cai y 1 g t ins fiiot n tentions lutli it thicwing off his 
incognito. 
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EL PUCHERO, 

A MIXED DISH FROM MEXICO. 



LETTEK I. 



Unaaoceasful Attempt to get to Vera Cniz— Espoaure at Sea—Vessel proyes 
ft Failure, and Returns— Reaches New York in time for AnniTeraary 
CelebralJon of Tajlor's Victories^— News of Seott's Victory at Cerro 

New York, May, 1847. 

Wb reached this great metropolis some days ago, after aa imsuc- 
cessM attempt to get to Vera Cruz. We sailed from Norfolk the 
latter part of March, expecting to be present at the gathering of 
laurels anticipated on tlie fall of the stout Castle of San Juan de 
Uloa. 

Our little cruise, however, brought but barren perils instead of 
honours, for when off Cape Hatteras, in the middle of the night and 
the storm, we found our little craft was filling fast. 

She was a steamer, an iron steamer, eo deep laden that every old 
salt that saw her predicted she would never go to sea in such con- 
dition, or that if she did, she would never return. Their predic- 
tions were not verified,— sAe did go to sea, and she did return, though 
they spoke knowingly. She went out in the midst of evil bodinga. 
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A fnend in bidding you farewell would look upon you witli a sort of 
melancholy, aa if he felt something he could not express ; the aea- 
guUa were skimming about in the harbom, as is their custom when 
the storm rages fierce at sea ; the shy was blaek and lowering, and 
the March wind blew fitfully, as it does, now sighing and moaning, 
now howling and threatening. Still we stood on ; tte Ripraps and 
Old Point Comfort were behind ue, when a crash was heard amid 
the roar of the elements, causing all hands to rush rapidly on deck. 
The cause was soon discovered. Our stern boat was so near the 
water that she was struck by a sea, stove in, fairly crushed, and one 
of the davits by which she swung was carried away. This was a 
bad beginning — a boat gone before we got to the Capes. But this 
was not all, for it soon appeared that there was a considerable leak 
somewhere; the officers' rooms on the starboard aide were taking 
in torrente of water. The pilot waa very unwilling to take her out 
to sea; and the captain, upon refleotion, determined to ran back 
under the lee of a friendly bit of terra firma, where some investiga- 
tion could be made. We aeoordingly took shelter under Sewell'a 
Point for the night. The leak was found, as supposed, and stopped, 
and the nest morning we stood out i^ain for the broad Atlantic. A 
little after noon we were well out on its Leaving bosom. The pilot 
took leave of us, saying as he went, he would rather go in the most 

miserable little sloop than in all the d d steamers that were ever , 

byilt—biit we stood on. The wind had abated, though the sea was 
running high, and favouring us. There was no threatening danger 
apparently, but I had begun to feel wc might never return. This, 
perhaps, was owing in part to the sense of loneliness and dreariness 
that the great dark, boundless, and fathomless sea throws over every 
man, when he has been enjoying for a time the peaceful happiness 
of the homestead. Towards evening the wind freshened; at mid- 
night it blew a gale. I had not slept— I was in no frame of mind 
for sleeping, but if I had been, numerous little streams of salt water 
were falbng on my bed from the deck above, and I was devising ex- 
pedients to keep dry. At length, wearied out, I was sinking into a 
sleep in "pite of my untimely shower-bath, when a general distur- 
biuLe, and a nish of men into the wa.rd-room, woke me, warning me 
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at the same time that tkere was danger. A moment sufficed to e\ 
plain. I jumped from my berth to pull on my boots hut tound them 
Bwimming iu water ; the men were tearing up the hatch letting into 
the spirit-room and hold, which were full of water and oyei flowing 
The steamer was divided into three compartments, an 1 the aftpr jne 
was flUing rapidly; bo much so, that the active bdlmg ot the while 
crew made no impression on the accumulating waters Where were 
your pumps ? you may ask. They were where we could a;et no good 
of them, that is, in the middle compartment separated fium the 
after one by heavy iron bulkheads. It's true then, was i Mhe 
mating communication between the two, but it was deep under 
water and choked by tte washings from the itoreroom^> Niw, 
what was to be done ? Baling by buckets was hopeless, and otii 
pumps useless. That she was settling by the stern was evi lent, and 
we began to think move of seeing Davy Jones than Sinta Anna 
But in fact it was no time for thinking — the captain was giving 
orders on deck, heaving over an extra supply of tial thit was weigh 
ing her down; the first lieutenant, a man thit "had a heart (or 
every fate," was urging on the work with an admuable aerenity, 
the second was backing him ; and indeed each and every officer md 
man seemed to feel himself called on to summon his energies and 
bend himself, might and main, to his duty, Tortunitely though 
the sea was still running bigh, the wind was falling, otbirwise, flcat^ 
1, bows rising and stern sinking, we were in a fair way 
. sea, and going down stern foremost. But this was 
I destiny. The engineer, after great labour with his party, had 
' ' ' I breaking off some rivet^beads, and, driving the rivets 
through the bulkhead, the water found its way into the engine-room. 
Now came a mighty power to help the weary crew. When the 
engineers Ttuinned the pumps, the work began to tell ; in a little 
while, between pumping and baling, the valve was found and 
cleared, and then the work went rapidly on. Not a man on board 
but breathed freer ; though throughout none had shown unmanly 
fear. The whole scene passed in about two hours of a dart and 
stormy night, from six bells in the mid watch to two in the morning 
watch, that is, from three to five o'clock a.m. The crew had beoonio 
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nearly eshauated, and but for the expedient that brought the engines 
to relieve their labours we must all hiye peri'^hed Now however, 
that tte pressing dmgei ha,d passed, the ciptim deteimined to stand 
for Charleston, have his ciaft overhiuled, and the leaks stopped 
effectuillj But i new di&i,Tilty prt ■tented itself — our trusty engines 
well nigh ceased to serve us We Lad been supplied with a bad 
qaality of ojal, that ran m glazed cakes of ilui]i,er, or rehire, o\er 
the birs, and tkus the fires filled "We were still upon i stormy 
eea, no land m sight, in a leaky skip tkat had nothing to trust to 
but ker engines to keep htr fiee Our engmeei and his assistants, 
however, were not men t stand with their handi in their pockets 
when then, was woik to be done— they atmo'^t hvfd m the firet , 
keeping one cngme gomg with li^kt wooi, while rakmg the clinker 
out of the other , and thi^ rakmg out aud finng up did they bve, 
like salamanders, until we reached with greit difficulty, Ocrecoke 
Inlet, on the "lock bound ccast ot Oarohna Hpre we obtained an 
indifferent supply of wood fuel' — ^waited for a smooth sea, and coasted 
back to Norfolk aa best we could, thence to Washington, where we 
lightened our hapless craft of everything that could be removed 
from her, when we took her finally to Now York, where she will 
probably rest for years, or, it may be, for ever ! When perfectly 
empty, her own weight sinks her aa deep in the water as she ought 
to be fall freighted ; and it was thence in part that she was so leaky, 
for seams in her sides that were intended to be always above water, 
were always tinder, and not being water-tight, they were a source of 
perpetual annoyance and danger. 

We reached this city in time to witness the brilliant illumination 
commemorating the anniversary of General Taylor's great victories 
in Mexico. On the same day came news of General Soott's success 
at (krvo Gordo, which added additional aest to the rejoicings. I 
met with friends irom Virginia and Baltimore, and with them 
struggled through the mass of human beings that filled the streets, 
countless as the "sands on the searshore." Wearied at length of 
the glare, the glitter, and the immensity of this modern Babel, I 
sought my bed at the Astok, where I dreamed all night of fire- 
works and fii-earms, honour and glory, and s 
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LETTER ir. 



t jpt n 3 H 

V S Tian3poit=lhii off Hayajio J me. 
When nd of the steamer I fancied m^'^alf rid of the wh, aad 
being very little inclined to foek reauwtl upon the bittle field, I 
gave myself up to sweet dilusions uf a hippy penod to be enjoyed 
with "wife, children, and trienis Mj enj yment alas' was as 
short-lived ap the insects that come into life with the using aim to 
die with its setting Scaicely had I crossed the threshold of my 
mountain home when a yellow-coated diiument was handed me 
directing my immediate return to New York for a tuur of mcst ar- 
duous duty Bf" time was allowi i for prepaiation, the eall was 
imperative I w^s to go and to go at ouce, there was nothing to 
be done but to obey. A few daya found me quartered at Fort Hamil- 
ton, below New York, where the regiment was forming with which 
I was to serve ; in a few more we were beating to the southward 
against a strong aoutlierly wind. When a man first ventures on salt 
water, if at all imaginative, he can make a very good story of a very 
common oniise. The novelty of all surrounding objecta strikes him 
forcibly; the Bolemn grandeur of the ocean, the sailing qualitiea of 
the ship, her tall apara and ample canvass, the queer ways of the 
old sea-dogs, their immense appetites, while the very idea of eating 
nauseates the landsman, their ignorance of the most common-place 
knowledge on shore, and their intelligence in the mysteries of their 
craft, their songs and practical jokes, &c., &o., — all combined, make 
the landsman feel himself in a new, if not a better, world, and 
he has only to portray vividly to make hie story interesting. First 
impressions are here, aa elsewhere, strongest; a little experience 
makea a man so much at home at sea, that he cannot fancy any 
account of his life there would be entertaining. On board of our 
ship, fife and drum superseded the boatswain's whiatle; we hear 
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more of " right face" and " left face," than of " atarboard" and 
"larboard," for most of the men ai-e recruits, and many of the 
officers are young men who have just girded on their swords for the 
first time, A gallant captain, whose head had grown gray in the 
service, feeling an honest pride in the discipline and drill of his corps, 
spent all his spare time giving "first lessons,"' now to the young 
gentlemen, aJid now to the reemita. This gives occupation to those 
concerned, and amusement to those who are not, hnt the idlers had 
at times to run ingloriously, like Mr. Pickwick and bis party, not 
to be caught in a charge of "bristling bayonet." 

So far our voyage has been uninteresting. We came by the 
" Hole in the Wall," a natural sea-traversed tunnel, and the Ba- 
hama Banks, where we were detained by calms and head winds ; we 
had the gratification of seeing a dozen other ships baffled like our- 
selves, some of them troop ships. A steamer hove in sight as if to 
tantalize us, showed herself and was off, leaving, in a little while, 
nothing but a streak of black smoke on the horizon to show where 
she had been. We had to content ourselves examining the clear 
coral bottom over which we were lying, or fishing for groupers, &c., 
that we never caught. The captain of the ship one night took it 
into his head to tell us his history, which was somewhat as follows. 
He was bom of humble parentage at Marblehead ; his first recol- 
lections are, that he was sent out with the fishermen, and that it was 
his business to hawk his fish through the streets on his return. He 
thus commenced a sea-lifo before he was seven years of age. All 
the proceeds of his industry were appropriated by his parents; he 
never knew an article of luxury, not even comfort, and never 
was allowed a cent to spend. He led a life of absolute slavery 
from seven to seventeen years of age; he knew his parents as exao1>- 
ing task-masters, but not as guardians and friends. At the age of 
seventeen, he became master of half a dollar, and supplicated his 
mother to let bim go forth to try his fortune, to which she gave a 
very reluctant consent. His highest ambition was to go to sea be- 
fore the mast. Accordingly he started for Boston, and was soon 
gratified. Having suffered many privations, he returned at the end 
of a year with money enough to buy himself a suit of clothes, with 



.yGoogle 



A MIXED DISH FROM MEXICO. 19 



a himdred dollars to apare. His mother, after censuring his extra- 
vagance (he had spent fifteen or tweaty dollars in twelve months), 
appropriated the remaining money to herself. She looked npon 
him as a hondaman hringing home his hire. He pursued his oareep, 
improved Ma opportunities, and at twenty-one was mate of a ship. 
In time he was advanced to the command of a vessel, and though 
emancipated, he left half of his pay for the support of his parents as 
long as they lived. This man is as rough as a bear; coarae in hia 
manners and hard-favouied in Ms features, but his virtues as a son, 
in my eyes, redeem him. He told us tKat what he said of himself 
was the common Matory of the greater part of his native commu- 
nity. 

Calms and squalls. So it is ever in the tropics when out of trade- 
winds, or sea and land breeaea. We were brought by " cat's-paws" 
from Bahama Banks to Cuba. Now our sails spread to t!io refresh- 
ing sea-breeze. I cannot imagine a more perfect destitution of 
comfort than to be becalmed at sea under a tropical sun. The 
thermometer rangea from 84° to 90° in the ahade; it'a hot on deck, 
sweltering below — ^your provisions are dry and salty, and you be- 
come parched and feverish, and then when you want to relieve your 
thirst, to be offered warm, perhaps slimy water, enlivened by ani- 
malcules — is it not enough to mate a Christian man forswear the sea 
and its abominations ? Yet the love of adventure or the love of 
gold, or mere restlessness, or some wicked Genius, that delights in 
human misery, sends endless thousands to live and die on the un- 
friendly element. And so it will ever be — why ? Let echo answer. 

We are now off Havana in a snarl with the authorities. Some 
of our officers went in to obt^m fresh supplies, but they entered in- 
formally, without regular peimassion, although they believed it was 
granted them by an oificei as they passed the Moro Castle. It 
seems his permission was of no a\ail; they landed without exami- 
nation by tbt health oficer, and are not allowed to return with- 
out paying each a fine of two hundred dollars. This they consider 
as unjust as it is inconvenient. Our consul is doing his best to get 
them released, but his only auecesa ia that of keeping them out of 
the calabosa. Meantime we on ahipboard have to be content with 
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Some of our party have returned to the ship, after paying their 
fines — others remained to contend with the authorities about their 
injustice. We wait no longer, hut bidding adieu to the shores of 
Cuba, direct our course at once to those of Mexico. 



LETTEE III. 



Water-Spout^A Pilot in a Chain-Gang— Vigilance of Port Captain— Ap- 
proach. Vera Crnz — Bright Pi-oapeots — Spies and Laesoa — Ltuiding on tie 
Beaoli— St^rm Ashore— Yellow PeTer— Churches Occupied as General 
Hospitals— The Town— Oi Polloi— The WaUa. 

Camp Vergara (near Vera Crui), July. 

After leaving Havana, we passed near enough to see the action 
of a water-spout, but not to feel its influence, fortunately. One of 
the officers who had been victimized at that city, told me he saw a 
pilot working in a chain-gang, pointed out to him by our Consul, 
whose only crime had consisted in taking some passengers from an 
American man-of-war to the city, when the ship was passing by the 
harbour aad too much preyed for time to go in herself. He attri- 
butes the unjust treatment which himself and companions received, 
to the greediness of the Port Captain, who had winked at their land- 
ing that he might pocket their fines. 

As we neared this coast, we kept a bright look out for volcanoes, 
Tustla and Orizaba : the fires of the former are occasionally to be 
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Q at nigtt, according to Blunt'a " Coast Pilot," but we failed to 
n. Favourable winds brought us rapidly towards Vera 
Cruz, and on tte evening of the 29th ult., we made the light, and 
took a pilot on board. His accounts were highly encouraging — 
General Seott was dead, had just died at Puebla of dysentery — the 
army waa hemmed in at that city without supplies or resources: 
every train that started for tlie interior was cut off; yellow fever 
was annihilating our troops in the Herras calientes ; guerrilla war- 
fere was effeoting the same on the highways, &c., &c., all of which 
this worthy Mexican seemed to believe without reservation. 

. "We soon found, indeed, that except as to the death of the distin- 
guished chief of the army, tttre was some foundation for all the 
rumoors he had gi\en us though monstrously exaggerated. Landing 
at Vera Cruz, we found that scarce an American had failed to have 
an attack of the fever, and thit it was fearfuUj fatal. Without our 
lines, the guerrilla war is in full blast; every motion of our troops 
is watched and noted, ind no individual nor small party can go out 
of reach of the sentry's Are, without a strong probability of being 
lassoed and murdered. 

Our command was not landed at the city, but on the beach about 
three miles off, at a camp where some two thousand men are now 
oollected under Brigadier-General Pierce. We came ashore in mrf- 
boatg, each of whicfi is capable of transporting from sixty to eighty 
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bedding we had prepared for the field, was becoming saturated with 
water ; tte tent was leaking from above ; the sand below was absorb- 
ing the water from tlie eaves like a sponge. Two of us occupied 
one tent, and patting our wits together, we noticed that no water 
dropped in over the ridge-pole, so we gathered up what was yet dry 
of the bedding, and sat bolt upright, amidships. Now we were so 
snug that we laughed at the affiotions of our less protected neigh- 
bours, for we could hear by their exclamations that they were 
drenched and were running about, heltor-akelter, to look for quar- 
ters. " Captain — — 's tent is down," " There goes the Major's," 
" Nono standing in Company B.," and so fortii, were the cries all 
around us, and we were getting very fanny at the expense of people 
who " built their houses on the sand— the wind and the waves 
came," &g., but our glorification was very short. " Who lives here ?" 
says a femiliar voice ; " let me in ; my tent is gone and my overcoat 
is soaking." Before any answer could be given, the strings of the 
tent door were let loose, in came a puff of furious wind and rain, 
and our house of canvass, already tottering, starts off first like a bal- 
loon, and then turns quietly over on her beam ends. And oh what 
a sight the lightning flashes revealed to us! The camp was in the 
sea, or looked so, that is, what little was left of it — the storm was 
driving the breakers in upon us ; tlie sand-hills were sending down 
their torrents ; whole streets of tents were prostrate, yet kept in their 
order more or less perfectly by their fastenings — officers were run- 
ning here and there, in dress and undress, looking for the men; the 
men were intent on saving their muskets and ammunition ; and 
sueh a scene of confusion, yelling, screaming, laughing, swearing, is 
rarely to be found in a lifetime. My companion and myself, did 
the best we could under the circumstances ; we mounted guard over 
our effects, and as the wind would lull, we worked away at our 
treacherous mansion to right it, which we would have done a doaea 
times, but as the broad surface was presented to the wind, a fierce 
puff would destroy our labours. The " glorious 4th," never dawned 
upon so disconsolate a body of freemen as upon that occasion at 
Camp Vergara j not a warrior but was wet and dirty, cold and hun- 
gry; and, as not a dry stick of wood was to be found, or a place to 
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make a fire, he had to " chew the cud of sweet and bitter fancy" for 
many an hour before liis palate waa tickled with anything more 
nourishing. 

Duty calls me to the city daily, and besides my occupations in the 
eamp, which are manifold, I am much engaged in getting supplies of 
medicines and hospital stores. The army surgeons stationed here, 
tell me they reeeiTe many eases of yellow fever daily ; that in good 
constitutions it is tractable, but very fatal to the debauched and 
reckless. In the cure, quinine in large doses is their sheet anchor. 
Several spacious churches are occupied as hospitals. 

Vera Cmz has a dilapidated look, independent of the battering it 
received from the invaders; many buildings yet show the shot-holes 
made by the combined forces of Scott and Perry. The houses are 
all of the old Spanish school, flat-roofed, or filed, quadrangular, with 
their central courts and balconies. They are built of brick or coral, 
and whitened. At the landing is a noble mole, over which are now 
suspended huge canvass awnings. You enter the city from tbo sea 
by the mole and an arched gateway passing under the middle of the 
custom-house, a splendid edifice for this countiy. Then you have 
before you the grand plaza, which ought to be daguerreotyped with 
the motley crowd that enlivens it. " Horse, foot, and dragoons," 
wagons, carts, artillery-carriages, mules, donkeys, greasers, aoldiers, 
sailors, drunken men, Indian women, boys, musicians, and all kinds 
of adventurers jostle each other, so that it requires no trifling care to 
st«er your course through them in safety. Out of the great plaza 
the town looks comparatively dull, except towards the gate leading 
to the camp, and there two human currents are generally to be 
found. The city is completely and closely walled ; a great disad- 
vantage to it in point of health, for the wall obstructs ventilation ; 
one may constantly enjoy in upper stories an invigorating, health- 
bringing sea-breeze, while in the streets and on ground-floors, not a 
breath of air is stirring. Adios. 
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LETTER IV. 



Peak of Oiiiiaba^Castle of San Juan — Fare in Camp — FiuitB — Sand-fliea 
and. Mosquitoes — A Courier — Eumours — Sickness — Abduction of an 
OfEoer. 

Camp Vergara (near Vera Cruz), Julj. 

Coming into the harbour of Vera Cruz, two remarkable objects 
strike the eye — Orizaba and tlie Caatle of San Juan de Uloa. I 
know not in what terms to commemorate the first view of the former 
From the moment my eyes rest«d on it, I threw as d w rthy & I 
Bias to gaae on this brilliant monument of the aim gkty Ar 1 t t 
Wbat can be conceived more dazzling, startling, and g an 1 than an 
immense anew pyramid, looming up eighteen thoi nd f t ab v 
your level, rearing its lofty head far above the clou 1 1 u s n 
base, no pedestal, but it towers aloft like the conception of Michael 
Angelo in regard to the Paatheon, "I will suspend it in middle 
air;" and with its huge base and sides girdled with vapour, one 
might fancy that He "who holds the earth in the hollow of his 
hand" held aloft the hoary peak of Orizaba. 

The sight of it, however grand, is not always most grateful to the 
mariner; for glorious as it is, partictdarly when first impinged by the 
raj^ of the morning's sun, to the eye of the practised seaman it 
bodes disaster. A clear view of it is one of the forerunners of a 
storm, as we, indeed, experienced. 

The Castle of San Juan, a great work in its way, ought scarcely 
to be mentioned on the same page with Orizaba; it is at best but a 
work of art, and who compares art with nature? the created being 
and his works with the Creator and Hie? The great castle, the 
object of 80 much speculation before it fell, is now in the hands of 
our troops, and they have found in it another Augean stable. Dis- 
ease is rife there, and more fatal to the conquerors than the fire of 
the enemy. 

Tou must give me the liberty of being discursive, and to write 
always what comes uppermost ; my bump of order and arrangement 
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f th k r> and t n up B h id th d nner ! One heavy box ia 
set in the middle of the tent and has two smaller ones for flankers. 
That's the chairs aJid table. Here comes an attendant with some 
rashers of pork, a dish of beans, some fried plantains, and hard tacJc, 
i. e. pilot bread. "No fresh meat to-day?" "No, sir, none to be 
had," "I saw chickens and eggs in camp, why did you not buy 
some?" "All bought up long before they got here," responds our 
cook, major domo, and vaUt de chambre. Well, we turn to, "with 
what appetite we may," when, inquiring hopelessly if there's nothing 
else, our accomplished attendant informs vs that he has some soup 
in the background. "Better late than never," bring it on; and 
here it comes, sturdy bean soup ; a pint of it would nourish a citizen- 
gentleman for a week. It is coarse but wholesome ; so we make no 
faces, nor even comment on its coming by way of dessert. But we 
have something better. The water is very warm, and we fish up a 
bottle of clarot to cool it. Directly, here comes an Indian woman 
with fruit; will take some of her njamuee apples that are no apples 
at aU, some alligator pears as like as the apples, and some bananas, 
(he fruit of the tropica. The alligator pears (somewhat pear-shaped, 
but not otherwise resembling that fruit) are delicious, they are called 
with more propriety vegetable marrow,* and miy be eaten either 
scooped out from the skin and sprinkled with peppei and salt, or 
spread on a slice of bread in place of butter 

Now after an average dinner, or perhaps something better, we will 
sit awhile in the shade, nnder our own vme and fig tree, with the 
tent door tied back, and the whole eetabbshment looped up from 
below to let tie sea-breeze pass through, and to diive off the sand- 
flies. These little creatures are equal to any of the plagues of 
Egypt; they get into your nose, ears and mouth, bite your face, neck 
and fingers, and keep faithfully on duty until rebeved at night by 

* By the Spaniards, aguacdte. 
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es. Then for the muaio; tattoo is nothing to it. Speating 
of petty nuisances, I must not overlook the sand-crah. The beach 
is full of them ; you will find a dozen of their holes under your bed, 
and you must take care at night of fingers and toes, for they some- 
timea seize them with the force of a pair of nippers. 

Well, after dinner, you can smoke your cigar and look around in 
your neighbours' tents; there's some aristocrat still at dinner when 
it is near one o'clock; he drinks out of hriiannia instead of a tin cup, 
and has his dinner on a barrel-head, while he sits on a camp-stool. 
What ostentation! 

Now a courier, a rara avit p{i(*se'5 through the camp to the city. 
When the sun declines a little we will follow him in for the news. 
A thousand rumours are afloat generally spread, doubtless, by the 
Mexicans, and, perhaps, generally believed by them. Disasters and 
defeats crowd upon us. All the pdrtiea that lately left here to join 
the main army have been cut up Theur specie wagons, ammunition, 
and provisions have fallen into the hands of the enemy. It is hard to 
conceive a situation where it is so hard to get at the truth; we are 
surrounded by enemies, who take the greatest pains to spread bad 
news, and to conceal all that we wish to learn. Tho last information 
was that General Cadwalader had been overwhelmed aad captured, 
and that General Pillow, who went to the rescue, shared his fate. 
We have no means of knowing how far these reports are true, but 
we believe them to be exaggerations and misrepresentations. In 
addition, sickness is spreading rapidly in the camp. We have a 
scorching sun during the day, and rain every night, from neither of 
which the tents give adequate protection. The men spread their 
blankets on the sand at night, but the water passes freely under 
them, besides the leakage of the tent, which is very great. The 
consequence is, wo are beset with camp dysentery, a disease well 
known in all armies, especially on southern service. The diet is not 
adapted to the climate, and the water is unendurable, or would be if 
men were not obliged to drink something. The sick list, as may bo 
supposed, grows rapidly; in one week the patients under my care 
rose from thii-ty to upwai'ds of one hundred. We arc, however, 
escmpt from the vomito. A popular remedy in dysentery is a cold 
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infusion of the Cactus (^untia (prickly pear), of wtich the men 
maie a mucilaginous drink like 6e»me, or gum water; it does not 
oure, tkough it haa a favourable influence on the disease. 

There has been great excitement in the eamp in the last few days, 
from an officer, the adjutant of the 14th Infantry, having fallen into 
the hands of the Mexicans. He was walking out of the city, ac- 
oompanied by a single soldier, when they were attacked by a party 
of rancheros, the soldier knocked down, a musket snapped at his 
head, and the of&cer captured after a desperate resistance. This 
happened within pistol-shot of the walls of Vera Cmz. The soldier 
made his escape and gave the information, when various parties went 
in pursuit, but they returned without any success. It is supposed 
the officer has beeu murdered.* 

Let us put off our trip to the city to another day. We will rise 
betimes in the morning, take a sea-bath in the breakers, and then 
and there enjoy tlie only luxury known at Camp Vergara. 



LETTER V. 



Eumoure corracted— Naval Service on the Coaat-Malaria— Shops and 
Shopkeepers in Vara Cruz— Public Buildings— Preparations for Depar- 
tnre— Brealiviig Mulea— Ambulances— Alarms— The Brigade moves for 



Camp near Vera Cruz, July. 
The news of Cadwaladei-'s defeat proved to be cntii-ely false j that 
officer did not reaoh the main body of the army without considerable 
skirmishing, but so far as we can learn, he has overcome all obstacles. 
Such is the first information we got on our visit to Vera Cruz. Ho 
ought to have been defeated, no doubt; and the Mexicans, by a 
figure of speech not described in rhetoric, said he was. 

* This genHeman, Lieutenant Whipple, was set at libertj at the cnl of 
the war. His fortunes during nearly a year of captivity were very varied. 
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Tlie naval squadron on the coast is doing very efficient service, 
though lees conspicuous than that done hy the army. Commodore 
Perry, than whom there is not a more gallant or energetic officer in 
either service, hds just returned in the steamer Mississippi from the 
capture of Tobaseo. This is not a war fiivonrable to naval distinc- 
tion, yet the aavy haa to hear a heavy portion of the most arduous 
duties. There is no more trying duty than blockadiug;. — spending 
weeks or montJis standing on and offshore; looking constantly upon 
a soil where you are not allowed to plant your foot ; suffering for 
want of water and fresh provisions, with all the dangers of the sea, 
and a lee shore ever in prospect; no naval forces to contend with, and 
not allowed to strike a blow landward — these are some of the troubles 
of blockading. Then a bright look-out must be kept to see that no 
adventurer from beyoud seas eludes your vigilance, and carries "aid 
and comfort" to the enemy. Now our sturdy tars bave to expose 
their lives to a more fearful enemy than Mexican soldiery ; every 
river has to be explored, and every port taken; the stars and stripes 
are to wave over all the battlements that guard the sea-shore. All 
service in the tierrras caiientes, the scorching lowlands, is fruitful in 
disease and death, and the river courses abound in deadly malaria. 
The garrisons of the enemy are of little importance, compared with 
the fell power that deals so lightly with those who have been bora 
under its influence, and so fatally with the stranger. It takes stout 
hearts to fa«e such dangers, where it may bo said there are no com- 
mensurate honours. The Mexicans, indeed, have said emphatically 
that the ■oomilo would soon end the war, by sweeping off both army 
and navy. 

My occupations do not-allow me any intercourse with the Vera- 
cruzanos, SO I cannot say much about them. I occasionally make 
small purchases from the shopkeepers, who have one peculiarity 
common to their tribe everywhere, that is, to make strangers pay 
prices that ought to cover all losses from home-dealers. The shops 
throughout the town occupy the ground-floor, while the upper stories 
are used as dwellings. It is amusing to read the signs and adver- 
tisements ;— Joneses, and Smiths, and Johnsons, and Thompsons are 
planted in and among Orapauds, and Ximenes, and Garcias, Rodri- 
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gnez, aod Miuaa. For languages, Vera Cruz may be conaidered at 
present a miniature Babel. 

All the public buildings are in tiie service of our of&cials : the 
quartermaster's department alone occupies a large portion of them. 
Time is now so precious, and sickness spreading so rapidly, tbat the 
most active exertions are being made to get our brigade on its way; 
but we have a large train to escort up, of provisions and ordnance 
stores, and as yet we have no teams to haul them. There are, to 
be sure, a thousand or fifteen hundred mules in the camp for the 
purpose ; but it is as hard to make a wild mule draw as to make a 
horse drink, the dif6.eultj of which has passed into a proverb. Tou 
may see at any time on the long white beach a hundred wagons, with 
a team of mules and a double team of men to each, some going for- 
wards in a nm, some in a trot, some backwai'ds, and some sideways ; 
every way but the right way. The mules go kicking, sprunting, 
rearing, pitching, running, backing, braying, all without rhyme or 
reason; and although it looks like a frolic to the spectators, it is 
anything else to those oonoemed. Several of the men have been 
kicked into disability for the campaign. The ambulances and some 
important wagons have teams of trusty northern holies. The am- 
bulances, light four-horse wagons on springs, invented, as you know, 
by Baron Larrey, for the benefit of the wounded of the gram,de armee, 
are already kept very busy, eariying the sick from the camp to the 
general hospitals in the city. I am esceedingly harassed by my 
duties, not only attending to the sick, which keeps me constantly 
exposed to the broiling sun, but also in providing stores for them, 
giving or refusing sick tickets, &c. My fellow vo^affeur and late 
chum was assigned a place on the personal staff of the general, and 
for a time I was alono; but again I have a companion, whose intel- 
ligence ajid energy is likely to relieve my labours. These extend 
far beyond the command to which I am properly attached. 

We have had, on more than one occasion, night alarms; indeed, 
nearly every night some raw sentinel imagines an enemy in a bush, 
and startles ua by his fire. Once we had a genera! commotion — 
drums beat, and all hands Galled. Two sentinels gave the alarm at 
once— "Who goes there? — Speak, or I fixe!" N"o answer. The 
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same is repeated twice, ao answer given, and two mnsketa are dis- 
charged at once. TKe guards are formed immediately, and the entire 
camp as soon as posaihle. Tte sentinels swore to seeing persons 
prowling around in the bushes, how many they could not say. The 
poor fellows indeed were very much exposed; they were on the 
picket guard, on the hilltof^, and their forms projecting against the 
sky were good marks for iHTisible guerrilJeros. The hushes were 
beat, and no enemy foand. Some days later, a poor half-starved 
white donkey was seen in search of water, badly crippled in the legs. 
Whether he was a spy or warrior, this deponent does not pretend 
to say. 

I must be drawing to a close my last letter from this place. We 
are under what is eallecl ailoat "sailing orders," that is, we stride 
tentfl with the morning's dawn, and take up the line of march for 
the interior. Wc are told the road is sti-ewed with dead bodies ; 
and I for one confess to going off with no light heart. Some of us 
—or may it be all?- — will return no more to this our place of ren- 
dezvous. We leave home, happiness, and health behind us, to 
penetrate with hostile intent the land of the stranger. It looks like 
going into "exterior darkness," — but allons! I chose my own pro- 
fession and my own course; then "let fate do her worst," I mount 
my charger and pursue my line of duty. 

Here we are, on the morning of the 16th, some twenty-five hun- 
dred men, new and old troops, artillery, dragoons, mai'inea, infantry, 
regulars and volunteers, belonging to, filling up, and completing 
various regiments now in the interior. The men are all under arms; 
the advance is off, dragoons and artillery ; theu the trains, ordnance 
wagons first, with their flankers. There they go, yet so slowly that 
it will take hours to get fairly under way ; men fall in the ranks, 
overpowered by heat, and the weight and constriction of their belts, 
muskets, and knapsacks. Those who are waiting sufler much more 
than their brethren in motion. At last, after many houra, the rear- 
guard moves — the marines, accompanied by one piece of artillery. 
Gflod bye; I cannot loiter. A single ambulance and a few fallen 
stragglers are all that remain on the beach, this morning so popu- 
lous. I must scud you this by the last chance, see the sick stowed, 
and follow the fortunes of the army. 
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LKTTBE VI. 



A Sioi Armj — Insubordination of an Important Portion of it— A Night on 
lie Kflad— The Bivouac— Trouble with Horses— Santa Fe— Wild Cattle- 
Lancers— Br catfast— The Road— Wearineas of the Men~Thej throw 
off Incumbrances— Transporting the Sick — San Juan, or the Mud-Mole. 

San Juan, July. 

Having sent ba,ck our most unpromiaing cases to the hospitals at 
Vera Cruz, the remaining sick were supposed t« be able to shoulder 
their mueketa, and march with the column ; being allowed such in- 
dulgences as their condition required and the nature of the circum- 
stances would permit. It proves an uphiU business though, I assure 
you; in our little command, I prescribe for at least one hundred 
persons daily, of whom some ninety-eight are oases of dysentery. 
Other Burgeons have still more; and I haaai'd nothing in saying, that 
out of our brigade of twenty-five huudred men, fifteen hundred ate 
suffering more or less from that disease. 

The first night, en rmUe, we had some experience in a soldier's life ; 
the road for three leagues out from Vera Cruz, is of deep sand, and 
very heavy ; the mules, at first, seemed willing to do their part, and 
half broken as they are, worked faithfully, but some slight hills over- 
came their good intentions; first, they would pauie, then start, then 
stop still. Now came ooasmg, sweanug, and poundmg from the 
drivers, but it would not du, when the leadeis would pull, the 
wheel horses wouldn't; when the wheeleis weie willmg, the leaders 
would turn short round in the road Directly, one staits fo pull 
honestly, and all the rest hold back ; now the refractory parties are 
coaxed or whipped in, and the one tbat had just set such a good ex- 
ample stops stock still, to kick for a good half hour. When such 
a contre-tewfs happens in a narrow pass, all of the train in the rear 
is brought to a dead halt; the advance moves on, and thus the train 
becomes extended for miles along the road. There was but one way 
of getting the wagons up the hills, and that was to double the teams, 
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which waa accordingly done, but it was slow work, aEd night caught 
the rear-guard not three miles from their Btarting-plaoe. We had 
two hours of moonlight, and thought not of rest while we could 
use our eyes ; we were yet ia the tierrat calientm, the domains of 
the grim ogre, El Vomifo, and it hehooved us to mo¥e onward while 
we could. But darkness put an end to our labours, and at ahont 
eleven o'clock, we received orders to bivouac where we stood. Here 
was a prospect of comfort. No one knew where to find tent, bed, 
or provisions. I started foi-ward to look for the wagon that carried 
my scant equipage, and soon found myself in a golly flanked by 
tied and loose mnles, all ready to use their heels on the least provo- 
' cation ; and not choosing to encounter such a battery, I made a 
hasty retreat. Betuming to the regiment, I found the men stretched 
out on the road; some talking, some munching bread and bacon 
from their haversacks (neither ofEoers nor men had had either din- 
ner or supper), and some already in the arms of the god of the wearied 
and sleepy, sending up to him such hymns of praise and thanks, as 
only true votaries, the heaviest sleepers, can send. 

Such of us as were mounted, had our peculiar troubles. What 
was to be done with the horses ? The men were fagged out, for 
though they had made but a short march, they had put their shoulders 
to the wheel, literally, having spent hours in helping the train along. 
We, of coul^se, could not call on them for assistance. Our own atten- 
dants were with our respective wagons, and probably ensconced 
therein, invisible and intangible. We groped about in the dark, and 
tied our horses to the bushes. Bah ! these tropical twigs are so suc- 
culent as to be mere water-tubes — they broke like pipe-stems. But 
we could not stand up all night, so we blundered about through the 
undergrowth in search of something to make fast to, when we came 
to a palisade around a deserted hut, and there we tied our four- 
footed compan&vs. We took off the saddles, and calling the atten- 
tion of a sentinel (for both picket and camp-guards were posted) to 
their position, with the saddles as pillows, we threw ourselves down 
on the damp ground under cover of the broad canopy of heaven. It 
was an uneasy rest we had, begirt as we were with belts and hands, 
for all carried haversacks and canteens, besides their arms; then the 
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horses took to fretting, some broke loose and came trotting in and 
among us, to tlie great danger of heads, legs, and arms, there ex- 
posed. They were caught and secured, in the darkness, with no 
little difficulty. The worst part of the story won't bear telling; the 
army was infected with an in&mity that made beds, taken in the 
dark, apt to be as uncomfortable as they were unsavoury. 

Morning dawned at length ; bugles sounded, drums beat, and the 
first rays of light found the column under amis, and the advaaee in 
motion. By the time the sun became oppressive, the marines, form- 
ing the rear-guard, had reached Santa Fe, — a deserted hamlet three 
leagues from Vera Orua. Here the General called a halt, to let the 
men rest in the shade during the heat of the day. Some wild cattle, 
belonging to Santa Anna — for the soil and all thereon for thirty miles 
on either side of the road are his — had been shot by the marksmen, 
and we were regaled on fresh beef, cooked while the flesh was still 
quivering with the last vibrations of life. A party of some him- 
dreds of lancers was seen reconnoitering, and not knowing but that 
it was an advance from a larger force, the troops were drawn up and 
the dragoons ordered out to meet them. They did not seem to desire 
any close acquaintance, however, but fled as fast as their horses 
could carry them. Pursuit was not to be thought of, as the Gene- 
ral's first object was to reach the main body of the army, by last ac- 
counts at Puebla. 

Our beef-steak and coffee bre^fasts, and some hours of rest in 
huts and under guava trees, had sufficiently recruited the command 
for another stai-t, and we came on in comparatively good style to 
this place, about seven leagues from Vera Cruz. The road waa high 
and level from Santa Fe, with the firmness of paving, though un- 
paved. We ci'ossed some ravines, or water-courses, now dry, on 
good bridges, and swamps on excellent cahadas, or causeways. 
The sun was very powerfiil, and the men, all debilitated by the few 
weeks spent in this enervating climate, suffered severely — they 
threw off their incumbrances, first watch-coats, then extra garments, 
then knapsacks, blankets, many of them — in short, threw away 
everything but arms and accoutremeuts. The road was strewed 
with enough for the outfit of a regiment. I felt for the poor fellows, 
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and in common witt other offieerB, frequently had their knapsacks 
and other valuables, laid in the troughs hehiod the wagons. Il was 
noticeable that the waste was on the part generally of Americans 
and Irish — rarely or never did a German throw off his pack. 
Whether they were less exhausted hy the climate, or only more pro- 
vident than the othera, is more thau I can say. The sick had a 
trying time of it; the hardens of nearly dl of them were atowed iu 
the wagons, hut they fell by dozens, or hundreds, I should say, by 
the roadside. "We put aa many of them in the ambulances as they 
would hold, and when posaible, we would put a man on top of the 
stores in the overladen wagons, but they fell too fast for us, and all 
we could do at last, was to recommend to them to hold on to the 
tails of the wagons. 

Late at night the rear, still the gallant maiinea, reached this 
camp-ground, which the men, with suificient reason, call " The Mud- 
hole." You have traversed " The Shades of Death" on the National 
Eoad, but they are cheerful compared to San Juan. The site is 
low and swampy, the undergrowth almoat impenetrable, and in the 
midst of woods we can scai-cely find two dry sticks to make a fire. 
The whole oaaip is knee-deep in mud, inside of the tents aa well aa 
out. The men sleep in mud and water. 

For myself, I have two boxes in my tent, and a stretcJier between 
them for a bed, The stretcher ia a piece of canvass, six feet long, 
with Itmger polea at the sides — that is, it is a sort of hand-litter for 
carrying the wounded off the field. Don't be envious, although I 
sleep high and dry, I canaot turn out except in the mud. Ia the 
"mud-hole" an " 
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LETTER VII. 



Rain and Mud — Ticks and Mosquitoes — Life in the Woods moat pleasant 
when Viewed from a Distanee^Cauae of Detention — Lomo — SkirmisMng 
— MenWounded — Invisible Enemies — Tolomfi— Liglita and Siiadowa— 
Nationul Bridge — A Bit of an Action — Natural Advantages for Defence- 
Scenery, like Harper's Feciy — The Eiver Antigua — Bathing — A Lurking 
Enemy — ArrivaJ at Plan dol Kio. 

In Camp, Plan del Rio, July. 

It was no easy matter to get away from Scm Juan, water-loyged 
as we were, but it was ruinous to stay ; so by a vigorous effort, we 
succeeded in getting the trains under way after a sojourn there of a 
day and two nights. It i-ained heavily a great portion of the time, 
and we were beset by insects, as mosquitoes and ticks, — a little var- 
mint so small that it fixes on you without attracting yonr notice, 
until, full of blood, with its head buried in your flesh, you see it on 
some portion of your person, as large and as round and as red as a 
cherry. 

This is the vaunted "life in the woods;" about equal in charms 
to that " on the ocean wave." Having tried both, I fancy the 
poet-authors like the French philosopher, who could only write 
about " verdant meadows and babbling brooks" when in his garret 
in Paris, looking over a thousand tiled roofs and smoke-pipes; 
whereas, when he would paint the charms of city life, it had to be 
done at some rural retreat far from the haunts of man. Is there no 
enchantment but that that distance lends 1 

You may ask, what detained ua at such a spot ? The answer is 
easily given. The men and the teams reached there incredibly 
jaded; unaeeustomed to such work as they were, and with so much 
sickness, the entire brigade wag fairly stalled. The mud was deep 
and slippery; the tenta, &c., acquired a double weight from the 
rain ; without the day's rest the teams bid fair to break down alto- 
gether. 

The day's march from San Juan brought us to Lomo, where we 
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encamped on the brow and sides of a high hill, suiTOunding the re- 
mains of a once famous venta and bakery. Over against us, on a 
neighbouring hill-side, stood the ruins of an old church, that tad 
also been used in its day as garrison and fortress. We had on the 
march a taste of guerrilla fight ; divers esoopeta had been fired on 
the columns indiscriminately, Irom the hands of invisible enemies, 
concealed in the dense chaparral. Several of our men were 
wounded, one poor fellow, a dragoon, so badly as to require ampu- 
tation at the shoulder joint. He and the others are aJl doing well, 
however. Some shots were returned on the part of our troops, but 
with what effect is not known. 

Another day brought us to Tolome ; our friends, the guerrilleros, 
still sending us some of their tokens, when, like the kid on the 
precipice, they could be brave with impunity. Towards night a 
party of them, mounted, was scon dogging the rear—there were no 
dragoons at hand to pursue tiem, but a well-directed round or two 
from a piece of light artillery, soon relieved us of their company. 
Tolome has somewhat the air of a town ; it has, to be sure, its com- 
plement of reed huts, but then it has its square or plaza, upon 
which are several respectable tenements. They are long, low, one- 
story houses, plastered and white, with tile roofs and ample piaaaaa. 
In the plaza the artillery was parked, and the houses were occupied 
by the officers. It was a beautiful moonlight night; we had for 
the first time, music by a band; the smiths were busy at their fires 
repairing tires and traces, and I cannot tell you how cheerful the 
ringing of their hammers sounded ; the men had begun to improve 
in health and spirits, and from the long lines of their transparent 
dwellings were heai-d lively songs and peals of laughter ; — the whole 
was so like a gay panorama, that one might have fancied himsolf 
in a Coliseum, admiring the handiwork of a skilful artist, who by 
the illusion of music and transparencies gave to his work the reality 
of life. 

We found ourselves getting into the region of hills, a pleasant 
change from the lowlands nearer the sea-shore, and after a hard 
day's march from Tolome, we came to repose for the night at the 
PiLmite National, or National Bridge, once known as the King's 
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(del Eey). Our advance met with a warm reception from some 
guerrilhros who had planted themselves under shelter, on almost in- 
accessible hill-tops. We expected an engagement here, and great 
was the excitement among those in the rear when hy the peals of 
the artillery and volleys of small arms we learned it had com- 
menced. Every man wanted to rush foi-ward, but this was not 
admissible; the immense train (of between two and three hundred 
wagons) Lad to be protected, and those in charge eould not desert it. 
The skirmish waxed quite wai-m for a while, but shortly the fires 
began to slacken and then cheei-s, long and lond, resounded along 
the line. When we got in, we found our people in possession of the 
heights; a number had been wounded, none killed, and the GJ«neral 
himself had escaped with a bait through his hat. It would be diffi- 
cult to find a place better suited for defence than the National 
Bridge. It is approached by a long, narrow, winding road, through 
defiles readily overlooked and commanded; and the bridge itself is 
in a deep wild ravine, which can only be left by roads ascending 
obliquely, and enclosed on all sides by rough, precipitous hills. 
The scenery is majestio — reminding me forcibly of Harper's Ferry, 
though more primitive. I called the attention of my veteran 

friend. Major G , of the artillery, to this resemblance, he being 

like myself familiar with the picturesque grandeur of the latter 
pla<!e, and he fully coincided with me in opinion. 

The bridge is a noble structure, a monument of the old Spanish 
rigime. The Tillage boasfe of its ample hotel, and near at hand ia 
a palace-looking building, which is one of the many country-seats of 
the autocrat, Santa Anna. In the street were found the remains of 
an American soldier, killed there during a late action (for every 
passing train has had to fight its way at this point), and most proba- 
bly under General Oadwalader, who fought his way through at night 
The soldier had not been stripped, and his fieshless bones were, 
sticking through hjs pantaloons, held together only by wasted 
sinews and dried ligaments. Our troops did not leave without 
laying him in his last resting-place, on the banks of the river 
Antigua. 

Oficers and men took advantage of this fine stream, which looks 
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like our own Shenandoah, to wash off aome of the soil m 

on our persona during the march ; and thus refreehed, we resumed 

our onward courbe. 

The day's inarch brought ua to Plan del Eio, sistei-n miles from 
the bridge. The rear got a parting shot from unseen enemies as 
they started ; the advance had the same reception on their arrival 
at the camp-ground. On the way, we heard that sixteen hundred 
men were hovering around, to take us at a disadvantage and do 
what damage they could. I do not kmiw whether it was a false 
alarm, or whether they considered their opportunity wanting. Our 
Eumhera, and yet more, our artillery, kept them at a respectful 
distance. It is thought by persons whose opportunities enabled 
them to judge, that no open or general attack will be made on this 
column, though we may and do hear, daily, some few exchanges of 
shots They have in such cases the trifling advantage of being 
hidden and sheltered; while we, bound to keep to the open road, 
afford them a fair mark to try their skill on. 



LETTER VTII. 

Diffieultj of Maintaining a Cocreapondence— Ranch eros—Topography of 
Plan del Rio, Streams and Bridges— The Eacopet— A Barricade— Bridge 
Destroyed— A Hard Bed— Cutting a Road— Approach Cerro Gordo— Re- 
fleotiona, mioalled for— Aseeot of the Mountain- Advantages for Defence 
— Dismantled Guns— Change of Scene. 

Ill Camp (neaj- Jalapa), July. 
You see, I continue my letters faithfully, though without know- 
ing how or when they can be foi-wai-ded, We have no communica- 
tion in either direction. Not a wayfarer is to be seen on the toad ; 
nor have we seen hut or house tenanted. AW progress vi in one 
direction— all the tracks go into the lion's den ; none can be traced 
returning. But even Reynard's cunning would fail here, for there 
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are tuntamen on the ti%ck behind ua, ready at once tn pick up spoils 
or cut off stragglers. If any of our men were to find fhemselvee, 
lite friend Talbot in Japhet, with a stout heart mounted on treach- 
erous legs, that would carry them back in spite ot themselves, they 
would fall certain victims to the rancheros* on oui trail. 

Plan del Eio is a plain traversed by two streams within half a 
mile of each other; the first of whioh is a mere brook, and the 
second, a small river, with a depth of some two or three feet in diy 
weather; during the season of rains, however, it becomes a roaring 
torrent — fills to overflowing its deep canal-like bed, the sides of 
which have a perpendicular depth of upwards of twenty feet. Both 
. of these streams have (had) massive stone bridges of a structure, 
jere perennim, intended to rival the days of the great destroyer. 
Time. As our advance reached the first, descending a long hill by 
a very rough road cut down the hillside, and overlooked by preci- 
pices inaccessible except by a long circuit through dense under- 
growth, they found it heavily barricaded. Shots were exchanged with 
the guerrUla-men, and the train stopped until the barricades could 
be removed. One or two companies were despatched in pursuit of 
the eueniy, who was "non est inventus." The object, on their part, 
waa not to meet our troops, but to harass and annoy them — to kill, 
maim, or cripple as much as possible, with little or no exposure 
on the pai't of the assailants. Their principal arm, the cacopefa 
or carbine, has a very long range, and sends a bail nearly the size 
of a grapeshot ; it has not the accuracy of a rifle, to be sure, but 
that is not important where a host of men is known to occupy a 
certwn extent of road, and the enemy can plant himself behind a 
bluff or tree, half a mile or a mile off, and his position entirely con- 
cealed by the chaparral. Clearing away the barricade, occupied no 
great deal of time, but a more serious cause of detention was soon 
discovered. Among the thousand rumours we had heard at Vera 
Cruz, was one that the Mexicans had destroyed all the bridges. 
And now, indeed, we found the remains of a noble structure; its 

*■ Countrj' people, inhabitants of the ranchos. Tliey follow tlie various 
occupations of herdsmen, farmers, aiict highwaymen, indiaoriminately. 
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buttresaes and pillai-s standing fU-m on the tanka and in tlie midst 
of the stream, but the arohea gone, and the signs of destruction evi- 
dently recent. The river bank was as steep and as clean out to a 
perpendicular depth of twenty feet, as if it had been the work of 
pick and spade, though the hand of man had not been there. What 
was to be done — were we to hnild a new bridge ? Impracticable. 
Were we to offer libations to Jupiter and Mars, and wait for them 
to help us out of the scrape and over the river, or should we sensibly 
take the hack trach, satisfied with the distinguished services we had 
already rendered ? I don't know that the General thought of either 
of these expedients, unless it was to ofi'er up the libations, which I 
am sure all of our pious and gallant fellows did, who had it in their 
power. This done, it was represented that with our force, a road 
might be shortly cut down obUifiely to the water's edge, and that 
the river coiJd be forded. By this time night had come upon us, 
and after despatching a homely meal, a dinner-supper of bread, beef, 
and coffee we went in pursuit of the " sweet restorer." The wagons 
were not parked is usual, but kept of necessity their positions along 
the road, and many of us having no tents in convenient distance, 
hacf to look for shelter, or sleep without it. In common with a 
rnimbei of uffitna, I tock refuge under one of the arches of the first 
bridge, anl thm saved a ducking, as it came on to raia terribly 
during the night I may remark though, e» passaiU, that the 
shelter did us nu good , for lying on the cold stones, and exposed to 
the draught thiough the ai-ches, many of us took severe colds, which 
waa not the case when we slept in tents or in the open air. The 
morning's sun found the men diligently engaged with pick and 
shovel on the new road. They were superintended by the engineers 

and some ofBcers, Captain B , particularly, from "down cast," 

who certainly had a natural turn for eveiytliiug. The work went 
on rapidly, and by nightMl the whole train was on the other side, 
and hard by the base of Cerro Gordo. Now this road was cut by 
fos Yanqvees with less labour than it had cost the Mexicans to de- 
stroy their noble bridge. The destruction, too, was accompanied by 
loss of life, some of the workmen having been caught in the fall, it 
was said; some human remains having been found in the ruins. 
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The Mexicans had argued ttat, as the Amerieans were coming up 
durmg the rainy season, they would find the river impassable ; but 
it BO happened that the rains set in veij late, and the river had not 
jet felt their influence. It ia not likely though, that even a Mexi- 
can flood would have stopped the march of "progi'Cssive" Jonathan. 
It is true, we would have heen detained longer, and thus have given 
more time for the collection of a force at the pass of Cerro G-ordo, if 
such wei-e the plan. The General ordered a company of dragoons 
forward in the night for reconnoissance, or to take possession of the 
heights; they were misled, however, ia the darkness, and did not 
reach the impoi-tant position. The column started at daylight, and 
as we were creeping up the mountain, there was more than ordinary 
eilenoe, every man seeming to be buried in his owh reflections. My 
own were somewhat as follows ; what others were thinking of, I cannot 
say r — " Well, Mister , here's a battle before you — and, com- 
batant or non-combatant, you may be sent to settle your last ac- 
counts. Don't yon think you were very sapient to leave your happy, 
quiet home, in the valley of Virginia, to come wandering over these 
rivers, plains, and mountains, where you have no business; to be 
killed by the hands of an enemy with whom you have had no quar- 
rel, or to die of the pestUential diseases of his climate? Suppose 
you are kUled, will your oountiy mourn your loss ? Pshaw ! nobody 
hut the little home-circle will remember that you ever lived six 
months hence. Suppose, after hair-breadth 'scapes you survive, 
what honours are in store for yoa? A Major-General's commission? 
No. A Colonel's? No. Even a Major's? No — no. Wo brevets, 
no honours. If you can'y home a broken limb, or a broken consti- 
tutaon, maybe your pension wUl keep you and yours from starving — 
Oh L — d !" (Alo\\d.) " Steward, are your bandages and dressings 
in order, and where you can get at them?" "All ready, sir." 
"That's right." Then the current of thought stakes a wholesome 
change towai'ds the duties likely to be i-equired. But my reflections 
were uncalled for. If batteries had been planted at many available 
points, our slowly ascending column, with its heavy train, might 
have been raited fi'ora stem to stem, and the troops mowed down by 
regiments. We fully expected a severe conflict, and after all, "out 
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crept a mouse ;" a few escopetas were discharged on the advance, a 
volley of musketry returned, and light ti'oops sent in piirsiiit, but 
nnsueoessfullj. The i-oad for miles approaching Cerro Gordo, would 
be impassable if defended by stawneli ti-oops ; but since the two chiefs 
tried theii- strength there, and the American triumphed, the point 
has been abandoned. To have an idea of the advantages of the de- 
fenders, yon must know that the mountain is mai-ked by a deep 
ravine, that rends it from summit to base, enlarging and deepening 
as it descends. This offered a sort of natural road to the top of the 
mountain, but a stream of water occupies its bed generally, and 
grows to a torrent during the rains. The road was, therefore, veiy 
judiciously cut along the side of the ravine, making a long continu- 
ous ascent, nowhere very steep. The lightest troops would find 
gi-eat difficulty in advancing at all, through bushes and over rocks, 
if they attempted ascending out of the road. The ai-tillery, wagons, 
&o., are limited to the road absolutely; there is no other possible 
passage for them. The ascent is on the right side of the ravine ; on 
the left, an escopet might be concealed behind every tree, looking 
down upon the road, and from half a mile to a mile distant. The 
trees would protect the enemy from our small ai-ms, aad the artillery 
could not be brought to bear on him to any advantage. But the great 
stronghold is at the summit, where batteries could be (and were, to 
receive Scott's army) placed most advantageously. The greater 
portion of the road is completely commanded from that point. The 
disadvantages of the invaders ai-e obvious. I have not seen any de- 
tailed account of Scott's victory, but it certainly required a master 
mind t<i overcome such odds. Santa Anna's positions were well 
ohosen, as is shown by the remaining breastworks and trenches, 
which extend from the road, across the head of the ravine, to the 
heights opposite. There are many heavy pieces of ordnance dis- 
mantled and useless, lying on the roadside, and hundreds of balls, 
grape and canister, shot and shells of all sizes. Leaving Oerro 
Gordo, our eyes were gladdened with the sight of tenanted houses 
and cultivated fields,— a happy change to him who emerges suddenly 
from the desert and the wilderness. 
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LETTER IX, 



A Cup of Cold Water — Signs of Cmlization— Lossos on the way — "Wreck of a 
Camp — HaoiendB — An Officer Wounded — A Trap and a Chase — Jalapa — 
Admiring Spectators. 

Camp near Jalapa, July. 

The sight of tlie first rancho or iiiit occupied by Lumau beinga 
waa decidedly cteering; thgugh the inhabitantfl were but a poor old 
mestizo (half-breed) and hia wife, They appeared to be quite des- 
titute, but offered in a spirit of Christian charity, all they had to 
give, a cup of cold water. It waa nectar to many a parched and 
dusty throat, for the men always empty their canteens (three pints) 
veiy early in the day, and then, unless a stream or pond is found, 
pant for hours in the dust and sun without water. 

Cleared fields began to take the place of the wild chapan'al* with 
its undergrowth of thorns and cactus ; enclosed gi'ounds, domestic 
cattle, and frait trees, betokened advanced civilization. We en- 
camped at night on the banks of a fine stream three leagues from 
Jalapa. The camp was much diminished in size, for on the march 
the teams failed so fast, that tents and tent-poles, bag and baggage, 
had been thrown out and left on the roadside, that the train might 
not be delayed. All the wagons had started with teams of six 
mules ; now few had more than four, and some but three ; the rest 
had died, or were turned out to die, on the road. I reached the 
camp-ground among the first, about the middle of the afternoon, 
and after waiting long and weary hours for my wagon, it oame at 
last after dark, and you may judge of my vexation when it was 
announced to me that both tent and mess chest, supper and lodg- 
ings, had gone by the board. I went to look up mj friends, and 

* Chaparral means properly a dense growth of stunted evergreea oaks, 
but it appears to be applied in Mexico bi any low dense growth of any 
kind of trees or bushes. 
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found the most of thera but half a degree better off than myself. 
So many tents were missing, that all that were found had double or 
triple their complement ; many of them had no poles, and were 
hoisted on each sticka as could he found, mating all sorts of figures, 
and as the once bleached canvass had taken all the hues that mud 
and dust, rain and smoke can give, the camp might have been sup- 
posed to belong to an army of gipsies. My chum, wider awake than 
myself, hired a Mexicin camp-follower to tike hia donkeys and go 
back to the spot where the wagon had stalled, to bnng toiward 
whatevei he coiild find , and towaid^ midnjght he returned with the 
tentj and othei dititles of less impuitanco Meantime the usual 
shower had fallen, and when we pitched upon the wet giass theie 
was nothing bitwcca us and it but an oiled sheet we earned with 
us, and it was indeed a treasure On the opposite bank of the 
river is an extensive Jttttienda (an estat« properly, but tho word is 
commonly used to indicate the manor-house), and we are told the 
residents aie not unfiiendly bmce we came into a region ^here 
there is an appeaiance ot private pioperty, the Weneial has foihidden 
the shooting of cattle, &o Some officers, who had peihaps not yet 
received the oider, went out m the afternoon to kill a beef, they 
ventured too iai, were fired on themselves, and one of them severely 
wounded The Mexicans escaped — Upon our depaiture, the follow- 
ing mornmg, the G-eneral set a trap for the lurking waiTiors who kept 
so faithfully on our trail. A company of dragoons waa concealed, 
with orders to wait, after the brigade had gone, long enough for 
these fellows to oomo up. Sure enough, when the rear-guard was 
just far enough off to descry the dust of a party of horse, it was 
seen; then there was a chase, a sort of steeple-chase, where none 
had ever been before ; hut it would not do — they knew their ground 
and their fastnesses, and having detected from a distance that some 
little arrangements had been made for their benefit, they took to 
their heels in time to make a safe retreat. 

We marched through the outskirts of Jalapa, a picturesque, old- 
fashioned Spanish town, embowered in the midst of sc«nery of sur- 
passing magnificence. There is a beauty in the rugged mount^ns 
of the backgi'ound that one can appreciate to the full when he has 
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but lecpntli left the weaiisoine flats of the terras calientes. NatiU'e 
IS clothed in a new a^ect, the very air, lately so dense and suffo- 
cating IS now pure sharp, ind bracing, and reminds you that you 
aie coming into the itftias templadas, the tavourif« region of per- 
petual spring Hundreds of people stood upon the wayside as we 
passed the town, to h^'v e a near view of los Yanguees, the barbarians 
from the Noith, and ^s it waa on Sunday, the Jcdapenos were 
decked in then best ippiiel, making themselves an aiTay much 
more showy than that of the army. Fruits and flowers appear to 
be highly cultivated about the town ; and many trees, embraced, 
stem and branches by fliweiing creepers, were beautiful in the es- 

I thought ttat gTjTiiinmg Jalapa would have been much better 
than going fartbei ' to fire worse j" but wo are predestined to move 
onwaid, the Commanlerin iHef is no doubt anxiously awaiting his 
remforcements, and we maiched on to encamp some three miles 
neiier to his heii q^uirtcrn 



LETTEli X. 



A Easting Spell — Intwoonrse with the Poesanos— A Market — Prices — 
Virtues of Spermaceti — Getting Supplies from the Town — Contrast be- 
tween the Dealings of tlie Americaai and Meiioan Troops with the CiU- 
jene — Fcuita of Intemperanee — A Soldier Killed — Horses Stolen — La 
Hoya — The Pass— How defended — Oadwalader's Encounter — Camp in a 
Basinful of Water — Climate Changes with Eleyation — A Hard Maroii to 
Perote. 

Camp near Perote, July. 
We ail enjoyed a rest of a couple of days near Jalapa exceed- 
ingly. On the march, notwithstanding the exposure, sickaess had 
abated considerably, and a little repose, in connexion with pure air 
and improved diet, recruited the men greatly in health and spirits. 
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The country people yisite'! the camp in great tiumhers, bringing 
with them for sale the varioas fruits and vegetables that the 
climate produces ; that is to say, the prndui'fa of bnth the torrid 
and temperate zones. Apples, pears, peaches, bananas, plantains, 
zapote, a species of papaw, the agnacate, or alligator pear, cactus 
bornes, and many other fruits, are all offered by one person, and 
collected in one vicinity We had to pay pretty well for our 
luxuries, however; we bought milk, for instance, at 3. medio the 
half pint, that is, one dollar a gallon ; eggs, from a cuartillo (three 
cents) to a medio (sis and a quarter) each, and other things in 
proportion. Fortunately for those who had money, there was but 
a short allowance of it in camp, otherwise the prices would have 
advanced greatly. One fellow, who came to my tent with supplies, 
saw there the remnant of a sperm candle ; he appeared to have a 
great desire for it, and I gave it to him ; ho then displayed a great 
eagerness to commence a barter for more, and upon inquiry, I found 
that sperniaceti haj^ the reputation in this region of being a sove- 
reign remedy for various pulmonary diseases. The Mexican gave 
hia information with some reluctance, only coming out openly when 
he found he was talking to a medico, from whom he could get advice, 
if not candles, merely for the asking. 

Our time was not all given to rest. A train was sent to the town 
one morning for supplies ; and it was understood that a body of 
lancers was lying in wait to surprise it. Some four hundred 
men were consequently ordered out as an escort, and prevention 
proved better than cure, as no attack was made. We learn that the 
guerrUleros levy upon the town at will, taking what they please, and 
paying for nothing — they are, in fact, but organized plundere5« of 
their own people. Onr ai'my must offer a remarkable contrast in 
the eyes of this distracted people — all private property taken by the 
Americans is honestly paid for, and at feir prices. Now and then, 
it happens that some act of violence or oppression is laid at the 
door of an American soldier, but injustice to the unarmed enemy 
is generally reprobated. Some trivial passes happened between 
individuals at Jalapa, and, in one instance, at least, that came under 
my notice, the American was mortally wounded. It appeared that 
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he neglected his duty as sentinel so far as to go to a low fonda, or 
tavern, where lie drank freely, without the means of paying for his 
indulgence. This caused a quarrel; a party of Mexicans sur- 
rounded the soldier, who was heooming helplessly drunk, and one 
of them inflicted upon him several severe stahs, entering his liTSr 
and limgs, and causing death in aboiit forty-eight hours. When 
hrought to me, some hours after the affray, he was still beastly 
drunk, and appai'entiy without any idea of the extent of his inju- 
ries. Several officers had their horses stolen during their short 
visit to the town. An unfortunate little bia^k hoy waa severely 
beaten, and nearly killed, by a bold i-obber, who rode away in tri- 
umph on the noble steed the boy had in charge. 

A lot of fresh mules waa bought for the trains at Jalapa, and 
taking up again the line of march, we arrived in good time at the 
hamlet of La Hoya (the pit, or basin). Here General Cadwalader 
had a severe encounter. The road passes through a mountain gorge 
of most remarkable appeai-ance, that looks really like a huge trap, 
set by the war god of the ancient inhabitants, to take in unwary 
invaders — he, good aoul, had never heard of a northern tribe at 
present of some note, under the cognomen of Log Yanques. Pic- 
ture to yourself a deep river, with mountain shores narrowing 
towards a point like a fish-trap ; then do away with your river, and 
let a road occupy its bed ; make an imaginary disposition of troops, 
and you will place them on the sides and tops of the hills, pro- 
tected by their elevation, the trees, and their breastworks, where a 
portion of your artUlery is planted. So much for the entrance to 
the pass; at the 'little end of the horn,' or the narrowest part of 
the gorge, out a ditch across the road, and behind it place a heavy 
barricade, and let it bristle with artillery. Place some few pieces 
also at intervals along the converging hillsides, and let them be 
well supported by a judicious distribution of infaatiy. With reli- 
able troops, then you might defy Santa Anna, or another lame 
personage himself, also a distinguished commander, whose general- 
ship is univereally admitted. But though these dispositions actu- 
ally were made, a small American force dislodged and routed the 
enemy, and passed on triumphantly to join the main army. 
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We selected ratter an unfortunate oamp-groundat LaHoya; a very 
pretty green spot, indeed, but it was, 1 suppose, the basin that gave 
its name to tiie village. We spent the night in a hollow that may 
have been once the bed of a lake — before morning we might have 
fancied ourselves in the lake itself; for it rained in torrents, and 
all the rain from the hills poured iu upon ns, so that there was not 
only water enough in the basin for ordinaiy ablutions, but many of 
us were favoured with baths in our tents; and, what was less desi- 
rable, oui clothes and bedding were soaked by the deluge. Withal, 
the temperature has changed greatly since we have been ascending 
the mountains; the nights are very cold to those who have just left 
the coast, and though the thermometer may not indicate any great 
change, our feelings do. 

We left La Hoya bright and early, for Perote, which we did not 
reach until late at night It hldy m hfniwds 

of twenty miles, a great p t f th ad b ng ^1 nd m 
taauous. As we advanc hw th ty nl dly 

more dense population ; n h h ml t hap 1 ita. ( mall 

shops or inns), appear o 11 1 Eyhudplynts 
front the holy symbol of th — m t n gilt m t m f 

plain wood or iron ; here mply pai td thwllth p td 

in stucco. The spires of t hpl htpfmmdtth 
green trees in every dire t 1 dd h t tl 1 tj t th 

landscape, though the ed fl th m 1 Uy t ly 

plain upon a nearer view 



LETTKE XL 



Parote— Castle of San Carlos— Its Condition— How Oooupiec!— Mortality— 
Exoliange of Sick for Convaloa cents— Attending Cliurch — Sand-olouda — 
Exposure of the Troops — Thoir Imprudence — Opportnnities of sending 
Letters Home. 

Camp in the Plaea, Puebla, AugMst, 
Peeote is a dull, uninviting place, of about four thousand inhabi- 
tants ; it is on an elevation of eight thousand feet above the leyel ()f 
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the sea, and is distant from Vera Cruz, bj the road, something less 
than forty leagues.* We eacamped on a sand-plain, near the great 
Castle of San Carlos, between it and a field of maize or Indian com, 
that upon such soil, gave but poor promise of reward to the cultiva- 
tor. The Castle is a very extensive and formidable fortress; its 
massive walls, ite gates and drawbridges, its slopes and ditches, re- 
mind one of the boastfiil English proverb, " The Spaniards to huUd 
forts, the Prench to take them, and the English to keep them." Its 
site appears a very strange one. Standing as it does in the middle of 
a great plain, an invading army could always turn it without diffi- 
culty; and the only apparent advantage is, that it would be st point 
d'appui from which troops could conveniently take the field, and 
where, in case of need, they would find a safe retreat. Ton must 
always receive, however, my military speculations and descriptions 
with allowances. I cannot pretend to do more than give such views 
as present themselves to aa observer entirely unlearned in the 
science of war. WitHn the gates, I found objects more familiar 
than moats and diawbridges, ramparts and casemates : the temple of 
Mars was dedicated to .Ssculapiits — the great Castle was but a 
grand hospital. It was the first and only military station we had 
arrived at; and I am sorry to say that, even in the occupancy of 
American troops, it was most horribly filthy. Volunteers arc apt to 
have a false pride as regards the humbler duties of military life, and 
they are very unwilling to come down to the necessary police duties. 
The idea of playing scavenger in an old den of Mexican troops, was 
certainly not agreeable to men, many of whom enjoyed high social 
position at home, and who entered the ranks believing that fighting 
and marching were the only legitimate duties of soldiers. Still, after 
entering upon a new field voluntarily, it became incumbent on them 
to endure all the contingent obligations. Besides the troops ia 
charge, principally the 1st Eegiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
and Walker's Company of Mounted Rifles, there were a great 
many soldiers who had been left sick by bodies of troops, regulars 
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and volunteers, who had passed up previously. Some of these were 
on duty; others, conTalescent, had nothing to do but talie care of 
themselves — while the greater number were confined to their rude 
couches, bearing it in their expression to the practised eye, that, in 
the language of Corporal Trim, speaiing of poor Lefevre, " they 
would never march again in this world." In a ditch within the 
outer walls of the Castle is a cross, around which were strewed hu- 
man bones : wo were told, how truly I know not, that they were the 
remains of Texans, who had been executed on the spot and left there 
without sepulture. Outside of the walls, immediately in rear of our 
camp, is a double line of mounds, where repose ail the perishable parts 
of hundreds of our brave citizen-soldiers. They have Mien by scores, 
and not upon the battle-field, but from the ravages of disease ; by 
the hand of the ruthless conqueror, before whom they fell as the 
grass under the sickle of the mower. Death has been dealing his 
darts so freely here, that in many oaaes the only burial was that of 
taking a dozen bodies at once to be laid in a common grave. Perote 
is considered by the natives a healthy place, but the Castle, in its 
present condition, is certainly anything else — yet, it is to be ob- 
served, that the diseases which proved so fatal did not originate 
there, but that it was made the receptacle of all the unpromising 
cases of each passing portion of the army. Our own command leaves 
such cases as cannot travel without transportation, and in exchange 
we take with us such as are suf&ciently restored to cejoin their 
respective regiments. Many a poor fellow, in his anxiety to escape 
the ohamel-house, reports himself well, and ansious to proceed, 
while his sallow countenance and tottering limbs belie his assertions. 

On Simday, I attended church at Perote — not at the Castle, for 
there the chapel, a tasty and handsome apartment, was used as a 
sick ward— but in the town, at a spacious and time-honoured temple, 
where there was a lai-ge crowd of worsliippers. The interior of the 
church was imposing, but tho effect was impaired by a number of 
coarse painting and tasteless statuary. Women formed eight-tenths 
of the assembled congregation. 

During our stay at Perote, we were excessively annoyed by the 
light sand that was carried about in clouds by every breeze ; just 
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such as travellera describe of tlie deserts of Africa — though with ua, 
upon a much smaller scale. The sand penetrated into everything; 
in clothes-bags, sugar, salt — into the diah^ cooking oa the fire; it 
filled our eyes, ears, and hair, and we inhaled it at every hreath. 

Our siok list had not diminished in the proportion we anticipated. 
The march itself involved a great deal of exposure, particularly as it 
was during the rainy season ; all day we are subjected to a scorching 
sun, while cold and heavy rains are brought with the shades of eve- 
ning. Few of the men, besides, have due deference to Sygma — 
they eat eueh fruits as they can get, green or ripe, and they drink, 
when it can be had, something oven worse than bad water. If the 
"takes care of his own," he does it very badly. 

Up to the time of reaching Perotc, we had not met a human being 
bound to the coast ; there, however, we learned that a number of 
volunteers whose time of service had expired, were about to make 
their way to Vera Cruz, homeward bound. We could not go with 
them, except in spirit, but we left with them tidings to bear to our 
friends. Then "shaking the dust from our feet," we resumed our 
onward march in the bold pursuit of — glory ! 



LETTER XII. 



Cofre de Perote — Tierras Fi-ias — Faoe of the Covin try —Hacieiidaa : thej 
look like Feudal Strongholds — Transportation of Sick — Dacgef to Strag- 
glers — WajMtle Crosses — Insoription — Puebla, tlie Home of Angala — The 
Angelio Foblanas Bmile not on the noTttem Sona of Mara. 

Puebla, Auguat. 
A OEEAT landmark, long in sight before reaching Perotc, there 
appeared close at hand; I speak of the lofty mountain called the 
Oofre of Perote, from an arrangement of rock on its summit bearing 
a resemblance to a huge coffer or trunk. To my cyo, it looks more 
like the hut of a hei-mit, another Stylites, who had thus planted 
himself above the cares of earth, to enjoy a nearer view of the visible 
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heavens. The Gofrt is of "basaltic porphyiy;" it presents an ele- 
vation of nearly fourteen thousand feet above the level of the sea ; 
but standing as it does between Orizaba and the Puebia mountains, 
whose towering summita ascend thousands of feet in the region of per- 
potual snow, its great height is diminished to the eye by comparison. 

Our march had hitherto been ascending, but at Perote we 
stood upon the great central platform of Analiuac. In the ascent of 
the Cordilleras from the sea, we had passed suooeasively through 
the tierras caltenf^, the region of perennial summer, where all fruits 
and flowers of the tropics reach perfection, and where, too, pestilence 
is condensed and concentrated; through the tterras templctdas, where 
the chilling blasts of winter are equally unknown with the scorching 
heats of summer; and now we entered the tierras fnas, a region 
cold indeed, compared with the lowlands behind ua, but where there 
is no winter as we experience it even in our temperate Middle 
States. When you recollect, however, that this great eenti-al jj^o- 
teav, is the summit, in fact, of a range of mountains among the most 
stupendous on earth ; that its elevation ig more than one half of that 
required, even in the torrid zone, for perpetual snow; it will be obvi- 
ous, that in this latitude, it was not at aU amiss to christen the table- 
lands, TlEKH,A8 PrIAS. 

Once on the highlands, our average progress was much better 
than before ; we followed a good road over immense plains, occasion- 
ally varied by hill and dale, from Perote to Puebla. Mountains, it 
is true, presented on every side, rearing their lofty heads towards 
heaven ; but they rise abruptly horn the plateau, and we kept our 
level road, winding around their bases. A great portion of the 
counti'y is arid, barren, and uncultivated; of forests there ai'e none— 
we had left them behind us; at times, scarcely a tree was to he seen 
for miles. Again, we passed through immense fields of the graceful 
and luxuriant maize : thousands of acres lay spread out before us in 
ujiinternipted tracts of this invaluable grain. We passed through 
some thrifty villages, and by great haciendas; the road was en- 
livened by caravans of mules and donkeys, carrying on a circulation 
of trade between the cities and counti'y. The haciendas, or perhaps 
better, vUlas, that is, the abodes of the proprietors and tenements of 
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their dependeats, wtici dot the face of the country, add greatly to 
the scenery. In the midst of a green field you see an estensive and 
maesive white wall surroundiiig a large quadrangular building, whit* 
also, that looks more like a fortress than a private mansion. Bs- 
tensive parapets, more for defence than ornament, and loop-holes, 
smacking of the feudal ages, and rarely seen in modern edifices, out 
of Mexico, are common enough here, where every man's house is 
literally his castle. 

Dire disease still pursued us. Our amhulances, or avaianches, as 
the men caU them, were full and overfull ; the wagons of the train 
were prised into the service of transporting sick, in addition to their 
proper loads ; hut still many had to drag along theii- weary limbs as 
best they could, or drop by the roadside. This was extremely 
hazardous, on account of the ravening wolves that kept constantly 
on our trail — near enough to fall upon unwary and exhausted strag- 
glers, and yet always far enough off, or sufficiently out of sight, to 
save their precious persona. I sometimes found myself miles be- 
hind the train, and even behind the rear-guard, trying to restore 
and bring on the fallen. The best that could be done in such cases 
was to group a party of the unfortunates, directing them to stand 
by their arms and by each other, and thus, marching and resting, 
to follow on to the camp, which they generally reached some hours 
after their comi'adea. I must admit, that on leaving my little squad 
to ride on unprotected to my own position, it was generally with a 
feeling of insecurity, as if a silent lasso from behind a hedge might 
interrupt my lonely progress. Sometimes the whole road would be 
strewed for miles with stragglers, who could get on indifferently well 
when allowed to go at their own pace, but who could not keep their 
positions in the ranks — under such circumstances, numbers gave 
security. It is not particularly pleasant, when alone, to pass a way- 
side cross, with a pile of stones around it, and perhaps an inscrip- 
tion — "Don Pulano was murdered on the spot, at such a time, and 
he who passes, is besought to offer up a Paternoster and an Ave, for 
the repose of hie soul." These memorials abound in this hapless 
land — 
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"For whereaoe'er the shrieking victim hath 
Poured forth his blood beneath the assassin's knife, 
Some hand erects a cross of mouldering lath ; 
And grore and glen ■with thousand auoh are rife 
Throughout this purple lacii, where law secures not life." 

We leiolied ihib tair eity, tlie abode of angels (^Puehla de los An- 
gdei), abiut nuoa in a very bright day, tlie tMrd out from Perote, 
and after pa'fsmg a considerable time in searoli of quarters, our por- 
tion of fbe biigide had to be cnntent in tien canvass houses, pitoh- 
mg the camp m a be ratifiil green and well shaded plaza (square), 
neaa the cathelral The (,ity doe? not show to advantage as ap- 
p a h 1 f m tlio Veri Truz road, the site being ratter low, but 
w nt d by a splendid m iLddamized load, pissed the gwrita, 
{guard t t n at oity gate), and found a nty woithy of its aspiring 
t tie S m f the regular troops c^me out to meet us; I observed 
pa t ulaily a j,all3nt and dashing general officei (Twiggs), whose 
staff and diagoon guard with their well appointed and highly polished 
equipments, their free use uf "pipe diying and starching," threw 
our travel-stained and sunburnt w irriors deep m Uie shade. Puebla 
adoma the pl^ns of the ancient Tlaseala. It was founded upwards of 
three hundred years ago; and a legend is connected with its name 
and origin, which at some future time I may send you. The an- 
gels who tenant it now (to say nothing of those who belong to our 
army) are the fair pohlanas, who have some feminine fame through- 
oat the republic of Mexico : the better classes at present are as in- 
visible aa the celestial spirits who keep watch over them. The 
triuitphs of our braves have so far been over men only ; the smiles 
of beauty rest not on the victors; even their avowed willingness to 
surrender to the winning graces of the gentler sex, has not opened 
to them the doors of the boudoir and the drawing-room. Perhaps 
the ladies are right; but other reasons than the stately reserve of the 
old Spanish blood cause them to keep our gallants aloof: the most 
trivial acta of civility or courtesy are jealously watched by prying 
eyes; and the p'AloMa who once nods her head to an American, is 
marked by a fierce and cowai'dly mob for future insult. 
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LETTER XIII. 



An old Mexican Town " set to right and i gu el — The Commander-in- 
cMef determines to advance on the Caj tal — D nger of Delay — Pierce's 
Commanii is distriljuted — The A ray mj d f four Divisions — The 
Marine Eegitnent is assigned to C n al Quitman's Division (of Voluu- 
teere) — Component Parts of the D vi n — Chur hes in Puebla — Cathe- 
dral — The Governor's Palace — P rtale't^Q and Plaia — Market-place — 
Coaches — Departure from Fuel 1 bj D n — Tho sight of the Com- 
mander-ia- chief inspires confld — C 1 1 CI Ids left in command at 
Puebla^— Relative Conditions of I aim adDf nding Armies. 

San Martin, August. 
The majn Ijody of tlie army, under the immediate command of 
ita illustrious cbief, has passed the summer in Puebla, and this pro- 
verbially quiet and provincial town has been converted into another 
Babel. The rich and sonorous tones of Old Castile, so appropriate 
amidst the venerable temples and antiquated mansions of a city 
whose foundations are almost coeval with the discovery of the conti- 
nent, are blended with, or I may say overwhelmed by, the "divere 
tongues" of the half of Btirope; English, Dutch, Trench, and the 
well-known hrogue of the gallant son of the G-reen Isle — who is sure 
to be found wherever there is lovemaking or fighting — all rise at 
once in confused sounds that almost disguise the pure vernacular of 
Tankeedom. Don't suppose for a moment, though, that Jonathan 
liimself is thrown in the shade; by no means. Behold a stately 
building, that looks like a Neapolitan palace ; you can get admission 
there — for a bit of pan ted boird n kes it the New Y k Cat ng 
House;" the noble i le 0[i le is the S Idie % Hone and 
dozens of other stately ed fices a e red ced pro tempore nto 
homely restaurants, Ente any of these and > u w 11 fi 1 your 
fellow-citizenB, in and o it of un form d scuss ng pobt os and the 
war, junt as ttey do ii a ^ b on n the St t fro n Maane to 
Texas, with only a littl le z t th fhey cle tl e \\ tt rs before 
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Our stay in Puebla allowed but little time for observation. General 
Scott had been anxiously waiting the arrival of reinforcements to 
eet out for the capital. He considered our brigade a sufficient addi- 
tion to his effective force to move forward. Delay at Puebla was 
doubly dangerous, for a fatal form of dysentery had carried off, or 
disabled, a large portion of his army, on the one hand, while on the 
other, each day was enabling the enemy to increase and discipline 
his forces, and to perfect his defences. Our General (Pierce) had 
brought on his command with remarkable success ; our losses on the 
way, compared with those of other detached commands, had been 
very trifling ; the men had become inured to hardships, and, except 
those absolutely sick, (no small number, by the way,) our people 
were merged in the main army in much better fighting condition 
than when they left the coast. General Pierce was assigned to his 
proper brigade, and the various regiments and companies lately 
commanded by him were distributed according to an arrangement 
already made by the Commander-in-ehief. The army is now com- 
posed of four general divisions, under the respective commands of 
as many distinguished generals, viz. : Woi-th, Twiggs, Pillow, and 
Quitman. The last named, whose reputation is already very envia- 
ble, commands the volunteer division, which I will subdivide, as it 
embraces our own regiment, (and your humble servant being a 
voluntario, hongre, •malgre, is to share its triumphs and defeats,) 
into ite component parts, i. e., 1st, New Yorkers, Col. Burnett; 2d, 
Pennsylvanians, Col. Roberts; the South Carolinians, or " Palmetto" 
Regiment, Col. Butler; U. S. Marines, Lt. Col. Wateon; a company 
of light artillery, Capt. Steptoe ; and a squadron of dragoons, Capt. 
Gaither ;— the three last-mentioned belonging to the regular service. 
There is a siege train in company also, of twenty-four pounders, 
each piece drawn by ten hoi-ses, commanded by Capt. Huger, of the 
ordnance. 

While in Puebla, I visited a few of the churches. They are famous 
for their magnificence, especially the cathedral, which is distin- 
guished by its size, its architecture, and ite ornaments. The last 
are at once rich and chaste, of costly construction and material, and 
withal in excellent taste. It is the more remarkable, as in a large 
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proportion of Mexican cturclies, there has been a. lavisli expenditure 
of raoney upon objects that a man of cultivated taste would declare 
at once to be neither seemly nor edifying. The cathedral occupies 
one side of the grand plaza; the Govemor'a palace is opposite, and 
was occupied by the Commander-in-chief of our army during his 
stay ; the other two sides of the square present long ranges of shops 
on the ground-floor, and dwellings above ; and, in common with the 
palace, uninterrupted portales extend their entire length. The con- 
struction of the portales, or porticoes, is such that the upper front 
stories of the houses project considerably, and are supported on 
uniform arches, so that the sidewalks, which are within the arches, 
are protected equally from sun and rain. In the middle of the 
plaza is a splendid fountain ; around it are congregated hundreds of 
country people, seated in stalls, or standing in the open air, offering 
for sale all the fruits, flowers, and vegetables that the surrounding 
country produces. In front of the cathedral is a stand for hackney 
coaches, rare vehicles, perhaps modelled after that of Queen Joanna, 
the foolish, who, it is said, introduced the first coach into Spain. So 
little change has taien place in Spanish fashions and customs for 
some centuries, that the coaches in actual use here are precisely such 
as you see in the old illustrated copies of Gil Bias and Don Quixote 
— they are the same huge, lumbering vehicles, suspended on leather 
springs; d cockero, on his mule, with postilions where there is a, 
team of four, six, or eight mules, which, though unusual with hack- 
ney coaches, is very common with travelling carriages. 

We left Puebla on the 8th, with all the "pomp and circum- 
stance" that bands of music, floating banners, flashing bayonets, and 
rolling drums can produce; the street windows were lined to see the 
pageant, thousands of spectators, citizens and soldiers, occupied the 
sidewalks, and the scene was really imposing, and not without so- 
lemnity. Ai'dent, and full of hope and tright visions as were the 
gallant spirits who were about to engage, some for the first time, 
others for the twentieth, upon scenes that were to try and to prove 
men — must not the reflection have forced itself on all, that many — 
and who could say how many — of the best and the bravest, would 
never retrace the steps they were now taking; and that no one could 
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say but that a few days or weeks, would find kim in a soldier's 
grave! JMotion, however, is adverse to refieetion; ea«li step of the 
road requires some petty attention, and thus the mind is constantly 
occupied with trifles of the moment, superseding, fortunately per- 
haps, graver thought. The four divisions did not start off together, 
but each on a day assigned. General Twiggs led the way on the 
7th, General Quitman followed on the 8th, and we left Generals 
Worth and Pillow to follow on the 9th and 10th, successively. 
Scott, the commander of all, and the master-spirit, passed us the 
first day, hastening on with his dragoon escort to join Twiggs. He 
was received with "Hail to the Chief," by the music of each regi- 
ment as he passed, and deafening cheers. There is something in 
his ample brow and majestic form that inspires confidence : he looks 
like a man fit to conduct any great enterprise to a successful issue. 

The sick of the army and a small force under Colonel Childs, a 
distiuguished officer, remain to garrison Puebla; the main army, 
destined to achieve miracles, or to perish, now on the march for the 
capital, consists of about ten thousand men. The enemy receives us 
with thirty thousand iu the very heart of his own country — while we 
ai'C far away from ours, and from all succour. I dare not, I confess 
it, I dare not dwell on the prospect, opening so like a yawning gulf 
immediately before us. 



LETTER X i: V. 



Buenu Viata — Countrj and Oropa from Puebla to Saa Maitin — Pulque — 
Snow JJouutama — Popooatapetl and lataociliuatl — The more Striking be- 
oauae Solitary— Ascent of the Groat Barrier — Aa Alarm — Eio Frio— 
Airy Lodgings — A veritable Higli-Roatl. 

Buena Yista, August. 
You must not think yourself transported to the immortal Taylor' f 
great battle-field because this is headed Buena Yista, which means 
precisely the same as the French Bellevuc, and is similarly applied 
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ill Mexico, an^ oertainlj with great propriety, in innumerable in- 
stances. Our present site is no more than a hacienda, and a poorly 
stocked vmta. We passed the second night out from Puehla, at the 
antiquated Tillage of San Martin, which stands at the foot of the 
mountain waU enclosing the valley of Mexico. We trayersed to 
reach it, a fine rolling coimtry in a high state of cultivation, bearing 
fine crops of com and barley, and adorned by numerous cMtellated 
haciendas- The fields ai-e commonly enclosed by ditches and hedges; 
the latter being frequently of the maguey (Agave Americ^im), are 
of great value, not only as being impassable, but more for the famous 
beverage called ^^e, which is to the Mexican what beer is to the 
Englishman, eider to the American, and wine to the Frenchman. 
The maguey plant is used for so many purposes, that it may be 
worth while to enumerate them, which I will do when a little more 
at leisure. 

We enjoyed, en nmte, a neax view of the great volcano, Popoca- 
tapetl, which, I believe, signifies the Smoke Mountain, and its colos- 
sal, but not volcanic neighbour, Istaeeihuatl, or, the White Woman ; 
the former, a majestic cone, upwards of seventeen thousand feet high, 
the loftiest peak of North America; the latter, not so high, but ex- 
tending to a considerable length its nigged spine in the ethereal 
region of perpetual snow, beaiing a far-fetched resemblance to a 
reclining female figure. At the summit of the sublime Popocatapetl, 
and for three thousand feet down its mighty sides, my poor eyes 
could discern nothing but spotless snow, sparkling and glittering in 
the sunbeams; others, keener-sighted, in reality or imagination, 
could discern a wreath of circling vapour, rising from the concealed 
depths within. I have seen, when coasting along the western shores 
of our southern continent, the great chain of the Andes, wearing an 
unbroken mantle of snow as far as eye could reach, but the im- 
pression does not equal that made by these solitary peaks, as they 
present themselves to the wayfarer on shore; there is a sublimity 
about them that is, at once, unspeakably glorious and imposing, 

From San Martin, we commenced the ascent of the porphyritio 
mountains which shut us out from " the happy valley." Tlie day 
vrdS very bright, and old Sol darted his rays down upon us, as he 
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did on the unfortunate traveller he uncloaked on a certain memorable 
occasion; clouds of dust enveloped us, and as tLe day advanced, the 
men fcegau to give way in numbers, from exiaugtion; we were all 
the while in constant espeetation of a general engagement at any 
point along the road, though more especially at Rio Ih-io, a strong 
pass we were approaching. Suddenly, a few dragoons rode by us 
most furiously, seeking the General to announce that the rear was 
attacked. Then the drums commenced to roll along the line; offi- 
cers and men sprung to their places; the General passed to the rear, 
and all of us believed that an engagement was at hand; some sharp 
firing at the rear confirmed the opinion, but the battle waa soon 
over, and resulted in no very great loss ; a straggling dragoon had 
dropped behind from some cause, when he was set on by a company 
of mounted lancers, who wounded him in several places, but did not 
take time to finish their work, finding themselves noticed and pur- 
sued. We continued our march to Rio Fno (cold stream), where 
we encamped for the night. At Puebla we had been told to expect 
a general engagement at this point, on account of its wonderful na- 
tural defences. We found, however, no enemy, Afonda, kept by 
a German and his wife, furnished food and lodgings to as many as 
could be there accommodated. I contented myself with the pur- 
chase of a loaf of fresh bread, which was luxury enough for a weary 
and hungry man, and repaired to my tent to consume a homely 
meal and to sleep off my fatigue. I found the night very cold in 
this aerial i-egion (we had made a march of upwards of twenty miles 
during the day, and were ascending at least four-fifths of the way), 
but wrapping my comfort around me, and laying aside only haver- 
sack, canteen, and spurs, I slept soundly until nearly daybreali, 
when sufiiciently refreshed, and more thaa sufficiently chilled, I went 
out to seek comf rt by the guard flie At diwnwi, hid bre ilifasted, 
and were under wiy it had rained m the night as u=ual ind great 
difficulty was, expeneuced in gettmg the trim and heavy oidninee 
p s up the lippery hills but time anl laboui bi jught the u ual 
ulL nd alout noon a large pirti>n of the vflunteei divisim 
tojd uj th highest point if lOad between the two <cems that 
s n the mmit of the mountain the height f whit-h at fh t 
p nt falls Ittle hirt of eleven thousjnd f t 
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LETTER XV. 



First View of tlie Central Valley of Mosieo— A tfaasparent Atmosphere — 
Climate — Effects of Esposure — Concentration of tlie Army— Tlie two 
Superior Generals — El J'eBon — Probtible Loss of Men necessary for taking 
it — Snow-storm in the MoantaJos — Keoonaoitenng. 

Buena Viata, August. 
During the descent of the raouittaiii, the army enjoyed the eight 
of Bcenerj of surpassing maguificenco ; the lovely valley or basin 
of Mexico, lay spread out like a panorama of fairj-landj opening, 
closing, and shifting, according to the changing positions of the oId- 
aorvera. At times, nothing would he visible hut dark recesses in 
the mountain, or the grim forest that shaded the road, when in a. 
moment, a sudden turn would unfold, as if by magie, a scene that 
looked too lovely to bo real. It was an enchantment in nature ; for 
knowing, as we did, that we beheld hona fide laies and mountains, 
plains and villages, chapels and Jiamlots, all so bright, so clear, and 
so beautiful, it still appeared an illusion of the senses, a dream, or 
a perfection of art — nay, in the mountain circle, we could see the 
very picture frame. I could see nothing of the city, this American 
Venice, whose tali spires many persons said were visible from certain 
points. I know not whether the fault was in my own optics, or in 
the far-sighted imaginations of othcis There is i clearness m this 
rare and elevated atm sphpre not known on the ordinary !e\ el of 
tte earth; and objects whose d tance wouli make them dim and 
misty elsewhere, have here a hstinctness of outbne thit brings 
them so much in the fieli ot vision as to give i delusive idea of 
their prosimity. Although we are heie in the tr pics m the middle 
of August, we have no reason to complain of the heat of the climate ; 
on the contrary, the nights are really cold, and even during the day, 
it is quite cool passing through the sliady defiles of the mountains. 
At noon we feel the sun's power; in tlio middle of the afternoon. 
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howCTer, the sky becomes overcast, and a cold heavy rain sets in, 
that lasts until some time in the night : it is then we find it iincom- 
fortahly cold in tents; though persons dwelling in comfortable houses 
probably do not find it so. For myself, I improve in health and 
strength from the exposure, and so do many officers and men ; but 
others appear to break under it, probably from some original defect 
of constitution, or yet more likely, from wanton imprudence, super- 
added. The men threw away watch-coata and blankets freely while 
passing through the tierras oalientes. They were mere incumbrances 
there, but here they suffer much for want of them. Consequently, 
the diseases commonly incident to camps are ever with us. 

The divisions closed up as ?hey reached the valley. When ours 
was neai-ly at the foot of the mountain, we could see Twiggs a few 
miles in advance — the Greneral-in-ohief with him still; Worth's as 
far behind ; and although our army is really a very small one, the im- 
mense train accompanying It, makes it seem double or quadintple its 
size. It is a very pretty sight to see the wagons winding down the 
hiUs from a distance : with their white canvass covers, they look like 
flocks bearing am.ple fleece, and they are visible through trees and 
above bushes when no part of their escort is to be seen. We en- 
camped at Biima, Vista on the 11th, and found ricks of barley 
straw, of which we made beds — the only time I have enjoyed such 
luxury since leaving the ship at Vera Cruz. On the 12th, Worth's 
fine division passed us, and on the 13th, Pillow's, to encamp at 
convenient distances from each other. This last commander is, though 
a new soldier, second in rank to the Commander-in-chief — a most 
unfortunate circumstance in case any mishap should beMI General 
Scott; for, witlioxit any discussioQ of their relative merits, Scott com- 
mands the perfect confidence of the entire army, which the other 
does not enjoy; and this alone would be enough to change the tide 
of battle against us under ti-ying eiroumstances. 

Santa Anna is, we learn, at ElPenon, a rugged hill ten miles this side 
of the city of Mexico, immediately on the road thereto. The hill is a 
solitary coae, upon which ho has planted three tiers of guns, and made 
substantial breastworks ; it is surrounded by water, and he has cut 
ditches of uncertain depth across the road, behind which are barri- 
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cades strongly fortified; the hill commands the road completely, 
which is there but a causeway, so that the train cannot leave it to 
turn the work. From all information, it is very certain that the 
place, apparently impregnable, can only be tafeen at a terrible sacri- 
fice of human life on the part of the aaeailants; while the assailed, 
behind their defences, will have but a small comparative loss; and it 
must be kept in mind, that with our small force, every life is valua- 
ble, WG are far from recruiting depots, nearly three hundi-ed miles 
from the sea, with but two small gaarrisons, at Puebla and Perote, 
upon which we could fall back if necessary ; and once commencing 
a retreat, it is doiibtful if we could even reach them. We 
hear that General Scott says it will cost him four thousand men 
to take Penon ; but after this terrible loss, nearly the ha]f of the 
army, what wOl be the condition of the remainder f Tet does this 
army confide most implicitly in his wisdom and skill to conduct it 
in safety and honour through the fearful crisis now approaching. 
All things considered, the troops are remaikably confident and 
cheerful, and there appears to be a general conviction of a successful 
issue. May it be justified; if not, we may consider defeat another 
word for annihilation. 

The view from the hacienda of Buena Vista, which is on a slight 
elevation, is certainly remarkably fine; but I cannot conceive of any 
pqint within this valley. where it can be otherwise, there being in so 
small a space so much \ariety I witnessed here a gi-and sight, a 
snow-storm on the mountain topi, while it was clear below. You 
may imagine, but I cannot leiciibe, its sublime beauty. 

Our reconnoitering parties aie veij active, gathering information 
as to the strength and positions if the enemy. It is a haaardous 
duty, but the time has tfmo tir tvery man to be willing to mate a 
sacrifice of himself, if necessary, for the good of the whole. The 
engineers, and others* engaged, give daUy practical evidence of 
their ability and devotion in the cause. We know not how soon to 

* During one of the reconnoissaaces, near Mira Floras, several dvagoons 
wGre killed, and Lieutenant Schujiec Hamilton, a gallant young officer, 
aide-de-camp to General Scott, was severely, if not mortally wonnded. 
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expect to meet the enemy; and we would not be surprised at any 
moment to be ordered forward to the attack. We expect, of course, 
dreadful carnage, but believe ^t tbe same time that the sagacity of 
the chief will save all unnecessary bloodshed. ]By the 13th, the 
anniversary of the triumph of the great Spanish eonqueror, we hope 
to enter the famed capital of Mexico. 



LETTER XV I. 

The Army leaves the direct Road to the City — Chaloo — An old Church and 
an old Curate^Reoord of the Padre's predeoessors — A fiorj Painling — A 
Voice from the other World — Human Remains — Turning Peiion—Esticct 
Craters — Changes wrought bj Time. 

Camp near Lalie Chalco, August. 
On the 15th, we (Quitman's division) left our camp at Buena 
Vista, where we had lain for several days, and moved to Chalco, an 
old town of no small note in Mexican history. We started, as if 
for Penott, marched several miles, until we reached Twiggs' camp, 
near Ayotla, when the division was ordered to countermarch, return 
to a fork of the road, near the point from which it started, and take 
the road to the left, leading to Chalco, Whether we made the first 
movement by mistake, or as &/eml, I know not, but presume it was 
the latter. We made a Tcry slow march, over a road that led 
through fields of growing com (maize), and that was probably 
never travelled before by anything more pretending than the lum- 
bering carts of the country. We heard considerable firing at one 
time at a distance behind ns, aad learned afterwards that Twiggs' 
division, now coming on in the rear, had a brush with a large column 
of the enemy, which however soon left the field, and their dead on 
it. The encounter happened near the fork where we had deviated 
from the direct road to the capital. At Chalco, wo encamped on the 
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ground that Wortt's division left, oaly in time to allow ua to occupy 
the same spot. Several of our regiments pitched tlieir tents in a 
grassy and well-shaded enclosure in front of a chui'ch, that has stood 
the hnffetings of changing seasons for centuries. Its solid founda- 
tions and massive wills look is though intended to rival in durability, 
the neighhoiinng mountains Besides the church it<ielf, theie are 
various apartments under the samp loof, prohahlj intended as a 
residcucH foi monki but the only ccupant at present is an intient 
padre, thi, parish piiest, who, if not st old is much mire totteiing 
than the temple m which he offeri sacrifice At the heii tf a flight 
of steps leidmg to a suite of looms the following m^ciiptun is 
painted on the wills, under the names ind times of service of all 
the curites who have ofiicnted there since the ^eai of oui Lord one 
thousand sis hundred and sis. 

" LATTDBMUS VIROS GtOEIOSOS.-ET I'ARKN'i'ES NOHTEOS IN OENE- 
RATIONE SUA." 

" OmME3 ISTI in GEKBEATIONB sum OENTIS GIiORIAM ADEPTI 

8UMT. Ecclei., Cap. XLIV, Aniinfe eorvm per muericordio/m 
Dei requiescant in pace." 

"Let us praise men of renown, and our fathers in their genera* 
tion." 

"All these have gained glory in their generations, and were 
praised in their days. From the forty-fourth chapter of Ecclestasti- 
cns. May their souls, tluongh the mercy of God, rest in peace." 

The last is a prayer common to all Catholic Christendom for " those 
who have gone hefore" into the realms of the spirit world. 

The huilding is in the form of a cross, and ext«mally, one of the 
angl^ is shut up hy a monumeptal-looking wall, upon which is a 
rough painting of the sufferings of those who left this world with 
ains not yet atoned for, but whose crimes are not supposed to be ao 
heinous as to merit eternal punishment. 

The following inscription, as the voice of one of the sufferers, in 
old Spanish, accompanies the painting, at once a warning and peti- 
tion, to half-repentant sinners whose sands are yet running. 

"Hoy por my, manana for rr — OOMO te beo, mk bi — como 

ME BES, TE BERAS. AxiBIAME POR tU AMOR QUE OTRO A TI, TE 
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ALTBIARA. CtJANTO BIEN HASBS FOR MI, ES OTRO TANTO CAUDAL 
QUE CONTRIiPBSADO A EL, ATES0BA8 PABA TY." 

Which may be somewhat freely translated as follows : "I to-day 
— thou to-morrow — what thou art, I was; as thou seest me, wilt 
thou he seen thyself. Aid me, for thine own love, that another may 
aid thee. AH the good thou docst for me is so mnch treasure laid 
in the balance, in thy favour." 

There Is an aperture in the wall, partly filled by an image of 
Niiestra . Senora, the vii'gin mother : through the opening may be 
eeen heaps of human bones, and many niches are adorned with 
human skulls, themselves impressing, without inscription, the solemn 



General Scott and staff were at Chalco on our arrival, and it was 
reportec! he was going to order a portion of the army to the city by 
way of the lake, in boats found at the town ; but no such order was 
given. He went on to join Worth, and Quitman's division followed 
in the morning. Our march brought us to a hamlet less than ten 
miles from Chalco; but on account of the road, it was impossible to 
go farther. We are dose on the heels of GeneraJs Worth and Kl- 
low, as Twiggs is on ours, and we are making a detour around LaJie 
Chalco, so as to turn the formidable Penon, and thus neutralize 
Santa Anna's great preparations at that point. The Mexicans not 
dreaming that with our heavy train we would attempt or could pa^ 
along this road, have expended all their time and labour, fortifying 
that which we have just left. 

This valley is marked by numeroos truncated cones, varying in 
height from one to five hundred feet, which are extinct craters. 
What must have been the condition of the basin when it was, as it 
were, one huge caldron, boiling over at so many points ! Imagine, if 
you can, hundreds of these Cyclopean chimneys belching forth at 
once Are and smoke, sending forth torrents of liquid lava, boiling 
and raging as it descended to spread over the troubled and trembling 
plain I And if the pigmy earthquakes and eruptions of this age of 
the world are accompanied by so feariul a roar, what must it have 
been when these huge mountains were heaved up to their present 
wondrous height by the giaat throes of earth convulsed I Behold 
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the change. Nature ia stilled and hushed — a calm serenity, a death- 
like stillness rests upon the scene once so fearful — aad loaii, the 
creature of yesterday, weak and proud, dares to waie the slumbering 
hills and dales with his contests; and to announce, upon this spot, 
through the iron throats of his destroying agents, the story of his 
ambition and hie hate ! 



LETTER XVII. 



CultiTatJon of the Soil — The Maguey Plant (Agave Anierioana) — Pulque, 
the Wine of Mexico — Mescal, the Usquebaugli — The Merita of Pulque, 
better Hian Nectar— Bringing it to Market — Lilte Vice, it comes, 
" A moBBtat of so frightful misn, 

Yet soon becoming familiar, is firal endured, then embraced — Manner of 
Prooviring — The new Liquor {Agua Miel, Honey Water), resembles the 
Milk of the Green Coooanut — Various Uses of the Plani^-Grovea of Olive 
Traea— Vegetables— Prnits— A Rough Koad — Obstructions — The Ball 
Opened — An Officer Killed. 

In Qnarters, San Augustan de los Cuevas, August. 
OuE slow progress gave us some opportunity of seeing the culti- 
vation of the coimtry, as we passed through and hy many fields and 
patches that represent the market-gardcas near our large cities. 
The most important article of produce appears to he the Agave 
Americana, or maguey plant, which is the vine of Mexico : it fur- 
nishes pulque, the wine of the country, and tnescal, a strong alcoholic 
drint, somewhat resembling Irish whiskey. If the Mexicans were 
a poetic people, many would be the odes, written and sung, in honour 
of the former, for it receives the devoted attentions of all classes of 
people, as the numerous signs attest at innumerable pnlgu^iaa. 
You are constantly seeing by the roadside, not only men, women, 
and children, with pulque for sale, but at every aagle of the road, a 
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hut with tempting invitations, as follows: — "Pulque 11 AL NEOTAB 

DE LOS DrosES," "Pulques Fines de ," from some particular 

hacienda, as fine ■wines from some particular vineyard. Tte walla 
of tie pulqueriaa are commonly adorned with illustiations in fresco 
of the charms of the hoyerage. It is the fermented juice of the 
maguey, and varies in sti-ength and condition, like cider. Our people 
were at first as much prejudiced against it, as are tie natives in its 
favour ; and when one sees the uninviting form in which it is carried 
to market, it requires a stjmach ibove all squeamishness to acquire 
a relish for it. A string of dirtj ind squalid-looking Indiana, with 
long matted hair, garments ot the Bcautest, leaving the chest and 
limhs exposed, feet hare, or with the sunplest sandals, and the whole 
person simfcumt almost to blatknesB, ire the cargadores of the pre- 
cious burden, which they brmg on their hacks in skins. These 
last preserve the form of the " entire swine" from which they are 
taken j so that every Indian appears to have a hog on his shoulders, 
wanting only the head. The tails and legs stand out in hold relief, 
occasionally moved by the fluctuations of the contained liquid. But 
campaigning cures fastidiousness so effectually, that dirt becomes a 
sort of condiment, or at least nobody objects to it ; and pulque soon 
obtained fevour, in spite of Indians and hog-akins, It is really a 
most refreshing beverage, with a piquancy peculiar to itself, that 
becomes by habit very grateful. The immoderate use of it, as of 
hard cider, causes intoxication. It is obtained somewhat as follows: 
About the period of inflorescence, when the plant has reached from 
five to ten years of its growth, the central leaves are cut, and the 
juice, which was to have been expended in furnishing the flowers, 
exudes slowly for some months, when it is daily collected in gourds 
by the Indians, and kept nnti! it undergoes the necessary fermen- 
tation, a process much hastened by the addition of a little old pulque. 
The first liquor is called affua mid (honey water) ; it is rich in sugar 
and mucilage, and the taste resembles much that of tiie milk of the 
green oocoanut, a favourite beverage wherever known. I have drank 
the sweet liquid from the cup formed in the plant for receiving it as 
it exudes ; but the Mexicans never use it until after fermentation. 
The plant fulfilled various purposes among the Aztecs : it furnished 
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them paper, coVHtings tor then hou'ieg, lancets, from tlie tharp 
piietlea bordermg the lewes, needles cordapie an I iAoth, from the 
''tifiig hbres which fcrm the textuie of the leavi'f, and, a** now, im 
penetiable iedg:"* Eop h are '.till m'ide of the fibres, of auoh 
strength that bridges are au'ipended on them m certain parts of 
Mexico ^ithil, the jlant, sj nch in jmces, will thnve in a soil 
too arid to prfdute any of the ordinary fruits of the eaith It has 
other uses, you see, besides bringing pulque and mescal. 

We passed through immense olive groves : the trees are truly 
magnificent, but the fruit is small and indifferent; — through fields 
of corn, beans, tomatoes, peppers, &«,, all grown for the city market. 
We see often the fruit trees of the tropica, but the fruit commonly 
does not mature, or is in some way defective. We are enabled to 
get occasionally, supplies of fruits, as apples, pears, peaches, oranges, 
figs, the fruit of the prioltly pear ( Gactm r^untia), which is in great 
favour with many persons, alligator pear (Laurm Persea), and 
others ; but they are generally scarce, in great demand, and conse- 
quently high. I frequently notice a tree by the roadside producing a 
berry very like oubeba (Piper ciAeba), both in appearance ai\d taste; 
that is, it has a mixed taste of pepper and turpentine. The natives 
call it the Arhol dd Pera (tree of Peru); they obtain from it a 
balsam, which has the common virtues of the terebinthinates. 

We had a very tedious time getting here, passing by lakes Chalco 
and Jochimiico. The road at times appeared almost impassable for 
foot, to say nothing of wagons, ambulances, and heavy artillery. 
Sometimes there was scarcely the width of a wagon between the 
marshy lake on one side, aud rough precipitous banks on the other; 
and again the road was a causeway of rough, shapeless rocks, about 
as definite in size as the piece of chalk you have heard of, irregularly 
laid or heaped over a miry bottom. It was a difficult matter to 
keep on, or pass over them, and fatal to get off. The greatest ob- 
jection to our delay is that it gives Santa Anna time to make new 
preparations ; but he can make none, it is said, equal to the Perion 
defences. He had his emissaries out, obstructing our road by fell- 
ing trees, rolling down rocks from overhanging banks, &c. ; but, 
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though it caused some detention, tte obstacles were readily removed 
by Worth, whose division led the way. 

On tho 18th, approaching this village, or Pitebla, we were 
warned to expect an engagemeat. Quitman's division encamped, 
our portion of it in a cornfield, ready to move at a moment's notice. 
We heard during the day a brisk filing of artillery. I ascended 
one of the numerous mountain cones not far distant, and found the 
gallant General there with his staff, overlooking the plains below. 
From our position we could see distinctly the flash and ascending 
smoke from the pieces, but nothing in detail, on account of ti-ees, 
&c. We had a fair view at the same time of Peiion, tho terrible, 
from the summit of which waved the tricoloitr of the Mexican re- 
public. 

The firing became more active as the day advanced, and we wore 
on the tiptoe of expectation, looking for a general engagement. 
After a while some reporte came in, and we learned that, early in 
the day. Captain Thornton, of the 2d dragoons, a Virginian and a 
gallant officer, had been killed by a cannon-ball, the first, I believe, 
that was fired, whUe escorting Major Smith and other engineers on 
a bold reconnoissanoe : tlieir interpreter was severely wounded. The 
continued fire was on Worth's division, engaged in planting batteries 
against the fortified hacienda of San Antonio. The eseitement 
among us became intense, I assure you; the men crowded the hill- 
tops, looking for what was to be seen, and expressing most ardently 
their desire to he led at once to battle — action is so much better than 
suspense ;— and the Mexicans rushed to their house-tops, burning, 
no doubt, with feelings they were too wise to express so near the 
daring enemy. 
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LETTER XVII I. 



San Augustm, or Tlalpam — Renewed worship of Huitkhpochth, the ancient 
God of War— San Antonio— Contpecas— Field of Lava (Pedregal)— Trans- 
portation of Artillery Pieces — Working under fire of the Enemy — View 
from a Chnroh. Tower — Batterica Planted — A t>ad Night — Prospects gloomy 
— Enemy elated — Sufferings and Exposure of our Troops — Quitman's 
Reserro starta for the Scene of Action — Battle won before reaching 
there — Prisoners of War, &e.— Note — Some Details of the Battle of Con- 



San AuguBtiu de las Cuevas, August. 
This is quite a prettj ■village, some ten miles from the capital, 
on the road to Acapulco, tlie principal port on the west or Pacific 
coast of Mexico; its name under the former ralers was Tlalpam,^ 
but the Spaniards rechiistened even the heathen towns in their 
zeal to blot out the remembrance of the religion aad the power 
they were then levelling to the earth; and Tlalpam bears the title 
imposed on it by the Christian conquerors. The hideous god of 
war, old HuiUlvpochUi, is once more awake in his favourite valley, 
and receives agaia his hecatombs of human victims. Since my last, 
a bloody battle haa been fought, and the din of war still resounds 
in my ears. There are, it seems, in all directions leading out from 
the capital, three separate fortifications on each road or causeway ; 
each of which has to be carried successively, before the airay can 
reach the city ; tho first of these, on this road, is at the hacienda of 
San Antonio. As commonly understood among us here (in a chafing 
reserve). Worth's division was planted before the hacienda, and Pil- 
low's ordered, by a detour of several miles, to fall upon it, a tergo, 
or as soldiers say, m reverse. The division sallied out on the 19th, 
expecting something of a brush at a point about four miles distant. 
A laborious march, great natural difficulties in opening the road, &c., 
brought them in the afternoon within the range of the Mexican 
batteries, and it soon appeared that the brush would result in a great 
battle. 
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The M X cans we e est bl sLed m g e^t turce a a commandiug 
li 11 nea tte ill ge ot Cm ras under the e mmanl of Ueneral 
■y alenc a 'fecon 1 n ra k to b excellency tbe Pres lent and cnm 
raander n cb ef of tbe forces Pillow in 1 Tw ^gs were to carry 
(, ntreraa j as ant and j e t! e r co ra to tb main road be 
y nd &aa Anton o Th s was caa c sa d than done troopa 
bad. to mike a road s tl ey marched and theu difli ult e^ to most 
perwn'* would lave aipeared m upora! le Tbe eomse lay oyer 
what s be called P Jr j I r fiel 1 of lavi It s a mas of 
rregular ninter upted ro k nearly a m le wide at tbe po nt 
crossed bj the armj it many po nt=i th e aie perjendculir 
barr ers of mck a n e firm others 1 o e and all mprict able for 
the moti ne t Irugo nf rat Uery yet a md spensil le was tbe 
agen \ of tbe lattir that two batter e (_Mag der 6 1 gbt and Cal 
lende s bow tze J ve e dri^ge 1 nto poe t on by tbe b nds of tl e 
troops so as to ilay on the camp at (,ont ens Vll tb ^ was n t 
only gre t labo it but t ciuse 1 m oh delay and tbat wis a per od 
of no 1 ttle su j cnse ind ffer ng am ng iir t oops Tbe Mex 
cans safely ensconce I beb nd tbe r entienehmenta played away on 
our fellows with lit let or bmdrance Thty were entirely out if our 
reach : musketry would not touch tbem and for weary honra were 
our men lifting and hailing tbe unwieldy pieces of artillery, ex- 
posed fully to tho iron bail tbat fell around them, with no more 
power to return it than has the strick n wayfarer to sedd back the 
showei trom beaven Slowly and wearily did tbe Americana clear 
obstructions and «3\ance upon tbe enemy. There was no rush, 
no chaige ncne of tbit Irisk stirnng excitement tbat keeps men 
in beait tbe only Mrtues called for weie steady labour, and patient 
endurance With thers n t pait uip t ng in tbe fight, I stood in 
tbe belfry of a church looking n 1 1 a state of tbe moat intense 
excitement Tbe icene was nc t clear n account of tbe distance, and 
the rocks, bushes, &j.., wbiA concealed almost entirely the motion 
and piogreas of the troops; but we could see and bear every shot 
fired ly tbe Mexicans, while, for hours, it was but too evident there 
was no letum from the Americana. My own mind was in torture. 
Why should the Americans stand back as they did to be mowed 
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down, instead of rushing to the charge, and carrying all before 
them ? Were thoy kept at bay by the overwhelming force of the 
enemy ? Why, then was not our whole army ordered out to decide 
the contest at once ? These, and a thousand impatient questions 
were in every man's mouth, for the delay was certain, the cause en- 
tirely unknown. It showed the anxiety of the spectators, if not 
their judgment. My eyes would wander from the hattle-fleld to the 
towera and spires of the distant city, and I asked myself when we 
would be there, and at what sacrifice ? During the afternoon tie 
batteries wore sucoessfnlly planted, and commenced their deadly 
work, but at great disadvantage. They were small pieces, but few 
of them, and entirely exposed, while the enemies', per contra, were 
large, numerous, and protected. They, however, played their part 
faithfully, though with heavy losses. Meantime the battle, so far 
one-sided, continued uutil the dark mantle of night covered over 
the contending hosts. It was a dreadful night. I was in pursuit 
of quarters at a late hour, when I fell upon a house occupied by a 
reserve of New Yorkers. After a while, one of the followers of 
the army came in, who gave a sad picture of the prospects and 
condition of our army. He left the field at dark — the men were 
ready to drop where they stood, 

" The weary to sleep anil the wountlei to die," 

They weie suffering with cold, hunger, thirst, and waat of rest — 
they weie, withal, disheaittucd, because they had suffeicd without 
the power of retdiation, while the Mexicans wore m a pertect gale 
at their astonishing iuceess This wa*) shown by the spirit and 
clangour of thcjx martial musif and their shouts ot joy — "vilos " 
During the night the rjin fell m torrent"! — indeed, it appeared to 
me to exited the heaviest showers I hid known m Mexico, and aa 
it was very cold, you may judge what they suffered, who, famt and 
exhausted, bad to hear its peltings as they lay on the wet sod, or 
on the rocks of the Pedtegal. The conflict had become so desperate 
that G-arland's brigade of Worth's division, had been ordered to the 
scene of action by the commauder-in-ehlef ; and early nest morning 
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(20th) tLe reserve at San Augustin was directed to move to partici- 
pate in tke fortunes of tiie day. As we approajilied tie field, how- 
ever, loud shouts, that were not " vivas," indicated that our people 
were in high spirits ; and very shortly our mareh was arrested, ajid 
the brigade ordered to eoimt^rmarch, aa Contreras was icon. We 
were obliged to retrace our steps, though moat reluctantly; but 
General Scott considered San Augusfin too important a point to be 
abandoned, and as it was the depot of ordnance stores, &e., its pro- 
tection was of prime importance. General Quitman was, therefore, 
left in command, with a portion of his division. It was a hard inflic- 
tion on a man of his temperament, and he did not submit without 
using every exertion to get on active service. Seott was inexorable. 
Some one must be left, and there was great danger of aa attack at 
tliat point, the enemy knowing it to be our great depot. No one 
could bo better trusted than Quitman for the defence ; and lie had 
to subject his inclinations to iiis sense of duty. 

Tho taking of Contrcraa was "honour enough for one day;" 
but the din of battle continued. Our troops followed the fugitives 
to anotlier stronghold on the main road, and in the mean time hun- 
dreds of prisoners, including the notorious General Salas, late Vice- 
President of the Republic, who had announced " no quarters" when 
elated with tho prospect of victory, were brought in to this place 
for safe keeping. 



Note. — The Battle of Contreras, at first so threatening, not only to 
the honour but to the very existence of the invading army, now stands 
recorded, surrounded by a halo of glory, upon our national archives. 
A detailed account of it, as of battles generally, can only be given 
by a man versed in the art of war and military literature ; but an 
outline sketch for the general reader, taken from some of the lead- 
ing reports, may not prove unacceptable, nor, in this connexion, 
inappropriate. 

On the morning of the 19th of August, the four divisions of the 
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American airoj were at or near the town of San Augustin, with the 
Commauder-iu-chief. Worth's division was engaged at Saa Antonio, 
the &st obstmction on the highroad to the capital; Twiggs' and 
Pillow's were in the town; and Quitman's was approaohing from the 
last night's encampment. General Scott, deeming it highly im- 
portant to throw a force between San Antonio and the city, ordered 
careful reoonnoissances of the surrounding country, for the purpose 
of turning, if possible, this strong point; the information he received 
was, thit it was prcKtieible to open a road across the country to in 
tcr^ect a road leading through the village of San Angel to the city 
He learned, at the same time, that m anticipation of thi^ attempt, 
the Mexicans had foitified a commindm^ eTOincnie o^eilookiug the 
pioposed loute Gtneials Pillow and Twi^gb weic ordeied with 
their diYioiins to pioceed by the corase indicated by the tngineeis 
and while engaged in the laborious duty of opening the load, they 
] e(,ame exposed to the murdeioni file of the enemy The Mexi:,ans 
in their mtrpnchei camp, with nearly thiity pieLes of aatilleiy 
planted, langmg m Cdlibie from sis to sisteen pounders, had a fair 
sweep at ur advan ing columns, while, from the nature of the 
ground o\ei which oni tioops wtremivmg, ("avast plam of broken 
volcanic stone and lava, rent into deep chasms and fissures, effectually 
preventing any advance except under his direct fire," — Pillow's Ee- 
port,) it was impossible to bring up the few pieces of artillery, ex- 
cept by the actual and laborious transportation effected by the 
soldiers ; and even the light troops advanced with great difficulty. 
A very brief notice of the topography of the region will give some 
idea of the relative positions of the contending parties. To begin at 
San Augustin, which lies from the capital about south by west, 
you find the main road to the city winding north, northeast, north 
by east and northwest, that is, describing a sort of semicircle, of four 
or five miles in extent, to avoid the Pcdregal, the right of which 
extends to the road, and gives it its form : leaving the Pedregal, the 
direction is nearly due north to the city. The hacienda of San An- 
tonio is at the extreme cast of the Pedregal, and about north-north- 
east of San Augustin. The Pedregal extends thus from San An- 
tonio northward for five or sis miles, where it connects with the 
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mountains. It lies north, a little way to the east, and a long way 
to the west of San Augustin, while Contreras is bojond it, hearing 
ahout west-north west from that town. The Pedrcgal is impaaaable 
for all wheeled Tehioles, thougt there are some winding paths 
through it, which may be traversed afoot, or on horseback. Now 
the Mexican camp at Oontreras wa;3 on the summit of a lofty hill, 
communicating by a good road, which passed immediately by it, 
with the city, through San Angel j but it was inaccessible, appa- 
rently, from the side of the Pedregal, overlooking the last completely ; 
there was, in fact, no adYance except under the direct fire irom it. 
The site was chosen with great judgment ; for it was but reasonable 
to suppose that the natural impediments in the way of the attacking 
army, would keep it long enough exposed to the pointblank range 
from the camp, to out it up completely, befoie the artillery could 
be got in place, if it could be done at all, or before small-arms could 
be made ayailabie. K the Mexicans had fought as wel! as they 
reasoned in the case, they would have remained masters of the field. 
Their fighting, indeed, was unexceptionable while their advantages 
served. When night suspended the combat, our army had suffered 
seriously ; the enemy little or none. During the evening, two small 
batteries, CaptMn Magruder's twelve-pounders, and Lieutenant Cal- 
lender's mountain-howitaera, had been planted in front of Gontreras, 
but, attracting the fire from the heavier and more numerous pieces 
of the enemy, they were soon disabled. Lieutenant Callender was 
y wounded, Lieutenant Johnstone mortally, and many of the 
■e killed at their guns. General Soott was on the 
ground until the darkness made his presence useless, when he re- 
turned to his quarters, but not to rest, in San Augustin. As the 
contest waxed hot in the afternoon, he ordered out Shields' brigade. 
At a moment's warning, all hands were leady, and when in Ime, the 
ofSccrs of the Marine regiment had the mortification to learn that 
they were to remain, while the New Yorkers and South Caiolmian?, 
both already covered with laurels, were to join in the stiifc At 
nightfall, the following troops were on the field, viz the 2d, or 
Twiggs' division ofregulars, composed of Smith's brigade of mounted 
rifles, 1st artillery, and 3d infantry, and of Riley's brigade of 4th 
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artillery, 2ii and 7tii infantry; tte 3d, or Pillow's liivision of regu- 
lars, (new regiments,) eompoaed of Pierce's brigade, of the 9th, 12th, 
and 15th infantry ; and Cadwalader'a brigade, of the 11th and 14th 
infantry, and regiment of Toltigeurs. The light battery of Captain 
Magnider of 1st artillery, and the mountain-howitzer battery, under 
Lieutenant Callender of the ordnance, were also attached to Pillow's 
divisiou, but were temporarily assigned to Twiggs. Quitman's divi- 
sion of volunteers was represented, as stated above, by General 
Shields, with two regiments of his brigade, that is, the New York 
and " Palmetto" regiments. Tho general distribution of these troops 
was somewhat as follows, viz. : the batteries were planted in front 
of the enemy, partially covered by a ledge of rooks. General Smith's 
brigade was to support them, and to cover the advance of the party 
making the road. Riley's brigade was ordered to the right, to get 
between Contreras and any forces coming from the direction of the 
city, to support Valencia, there in command. As large bodies of 
troops made their appearance, Oadwalader's brigade was ordered to 
get to the rear of Contreras, to support Riley and check the Mexican 
cavalry. Pierce's brigade covered Smith's ; and SMelds' two regi- 
ments were ordered out to the support of Riley and Oadwalader. 
The Mesican forces occupied the entrenched camp, flanked by large 
bodies of infantry with a strong cavalry force in tte rear. 

The hero of Contreras may tell the rest of the story. 

" Between us, (his own position and the Mexican batteries,) was 
about half a mile of lava rocks, almost impassable for a single foot- 
man, then a slope down towards a ravine; on the opposite bank of 
wliich, were the road and the enemy's works, on a height called Con- 
treras. The front faced us, and the left flank swept the road below 
it,a turn forwards in the road bringing the work directly in the 
prolongation of the lower part of the road. The work had upwards 
of twenty large guns, was full of infantry, and large masses of in- 
fantiy and cavalry were behind it, and on its flanks." 

He then went to the support of the batteries, which he says 
were soon disabled, Riley at the same time going to the right. 

" On examining the ground, it was evident we were advancing by 
the only path that ci-ossed the broken bed of lava, and on which tlie 
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enemy were prepared to receive us, haying cleared away all tlie bushea 
that obstructed their view. 

" The guns could go no further, and the infantry would, on ita 
march down the slope, be exposed to a terrible Are, without knowing 
whether crossing the ravine below was possible. Being isolated 
from the division, I determined to try one of the enemy's flanhs ; 
and that on our right being preferable, as it would cut off his re- 
treat, I determined to move in that direction. Captain Magruder 
was directed to open his fire as we passed his rear, to occupy the 
enemy and mask our movements to the right. This he did most 
effectually, though suffering from a great loss, especially of of&cers." 

Leaving Lieutenant Haskins and twenty men of Major Dimick's 
regiment to supply the leas in a measure, and a supporting party of 
three companies of the 3d infantry, Geueral Smith moved with his 
brigade, crossing two streams and deep and difficult gullies, to the 
village of Enoelda (or Oontreras), where he found G-eneral Oadwala- 
der with four regiments of Pillow's division. Observing large bodies 
of troops coming from the city. General Smith prepared to meet 
them, forming the three brigades, Oadwalader's, Kiley's, which ar- 
rived about sunset, and his own, to meet them " formed in front, 
opposite to us in two lines, the infantry in front, and cavalry in the 
rear, about ten thousand strong." Smith ordered an attack ; but it 
soon became so dark that the enemy's line could not be seen, and 
the order was countermanded. It rained heavily all night, and the 
troops were without fire or shelter. Lieutenant Tower, of the engi- 
neers, came in during the night, and reported that infantry might, 
by following a ravine passing between the village and the main road, 
get to the rear of the enemy's works at the intrenched camp, but 
that it would be very di£B.cult. " We had now in front and on our 
left flank, eighteen thousand Mexicans, with between twenty-five 
and thirty guns ; among the troops, sis or seven thousand cavalry. 
We were, at most, three thousand three hundred strong, and without 
artillery or cavalry; and it was evident that we could only maintain 
oiu- position, which was of the utmost importance to the commanding 
General, by the most prompt and energetic action. I therefore 
directed an attack on the works at Contreras, by turning their rear 
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b f day Captain Lee, of the engineers, undertooli: the bold 
nd d ffi It task of returning to (Jeneral Scott, to give him infor- 
mat n f Smith's proceedings, and to ask that a powerful diversion 
h m 1 ag nst the centre of the entrenched camp towards morning. 
Captain Leo succeeded, aad received General Scott's tfianks, with 
the highest compliments. 

At 3 o'clock on the morning of tte 20tli, the troops left their 
wot bed, and in the densest darkness followed up the ravine under 
the guidance of Lieutenants Tower and Brooks, through mud and 
over rocks uatil daylight, when Eiley'a arid Cadwalader's brigades 
rushed to the charge, carrying everything before them. "Riley's 
first cleared the work and planted their colours on it." Smith's 
brigade, under temporary command of Major Dimick, was on the 
track of the others, but "when nearly opposite the work, seeing a 
large body of the enemy on its left flank, I ordered Major Dimick 
to face the brigade to the left, and, advancing in line, to attack this 
force in flank. This was done in the finest style, and the 1st artil- 
lery and 3d infantry, mounting the bank of the ravine, rushing 
down the next and up its opposite bank, met the enemy outside of 
the work, just as Eiley's brigade poured into it, the whole giving 
way. Cavalry formed in line for the charge, yielding to the bayonet 
of our foot, the rout was complete, while Eiley's brigade cleared 
the work," &c. Colonel Morgan's regiment (15th infitntry) 
had been ordered on the evening of the 19th by General Scott 
(through General Pillow, to whose division it belonged) to the 
hamlet of Contreras, to check the reinforcements coming to the 
enemy from the city. When Shields came up from San Augustin, 
General Scott ordered him to the support of Morgan. Shields, 
with his New York and Palmetto regiments, reached the village 
about midnight, but finding Smith "had made the most judi- 
cious arrangement for turning and surprising the Mexican position 
about daybreak, was not willing to interfere" (Shields' Keport), 
though the senior officer in the viOage. " He reserved to himself 
the double task of holding the hamlet with his two regiments 
against ten times his numbers on the side of the city, including the 
slopes on his left, and in case the camp in his rear should be car- 
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ried, to face abont and eut off tJie flying enemy." (Scott.) While 
Riley's brigade, conducted by Lieutenant Tower, of the engineers, 
and CadwaJader'a, conducted by Lieutenants Beauregard, of the engi- 
neers, and Brooiia, of General Twiggs' staff, were attacking on one 
side, under General Smith, Colonel Eansom, with his own (9th) 
regiment, and portions of the 3d, 12th, and Bifles, conducted by 
Captain Lee, from the side opposite the Mexican front and centre, 
"made the movement to distract and divert the enemy; but, after 
crossing tte deep ravine in his front, advanced and poured into the 
works, and upon the fugitives, many volleys from his destructive 
musketry." (Scott.) 

Upon Smith's leaving the village with his temporary division for 
attacking the camp from the rear, Shields very skilfully spi-ead out his 
handful of men (5 or 600) over the ground occupied at nightfall by 
the various brigades and regiments there assembled. He had fires 
made at daybreak, as though the men were preparing their break- 
fasts. The Mexicans in camp seeing at that hour a force descending 
upon them, and no apparent diminution of troops in the village, 
thought the Americans had received considerable reinforcements, 
which added greatly to their confusion and alarm. I>uring the re- 
treat. Shields fell upon them, "the Palmetto regiment, crossing a 
deep ravine, deployed on both sides of the road, and opened a most 
destructive fii'e upon the mingled masses of infantry and cavalry j 
and the New York regiment, brought into line lower down on the 
roadside, delivered its fire with like effect. At this point many of 
the enemy were killed and wounded, some three hundred and sixty- 
five captured, of which twenty-five were ofBeers, and amongst the 
latter was GSeneral Nicolas Mendoza." (Shields.) 

Upon the capture of the works at Contreras, the 4th regiment 
of artillery had the extreme gratification of recovering the two brass 
six-pounders lost by them at Buena Vista, though "without loss of 
honour ;" for it wiU be i-emembered that the gallant O'Brien fought 
them until not a man was left at the guns, and himself ei-awled away 
crippled, after contributing so greatly, by losing his guns, to saving 
the day. There were taken, in all, " twenty-two pieces of brass 
ordnance, viz., four Spanish sixteen-pounders, seven hundred pack 
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mules, and many horses, and an immense number of small arms, which 
we destroyed. After directing the prisoners and property to be col- 
lected, I directed the. pursuit to be continued," &o. "We killed 
seTen hundred, took fifteen huudred prisoners, among ttem several 



Among the tilled on our side, were Captain Hanson of the 7th 
infantry, and Lieutenant Johnstone of Magruder's battery, both of 
whom were highly esteemed officers. 

"The force present on our side at Contreras, including General 
Shields, was about 3650 men ; that of the enemy about the works, 
7000, under Valencia, and in their reserve 12,000, under the Presi- 
dent, Santa Anna." 

Such is the rather extended sketch of this great victory. The 
quotations, not credited, are from the perspicuous report of Brigadier- 
General (now Major-Gen cral) Persifer F. Smith, who did so much 
on that occasion for his own and his country's glory. 



LKTTER XIX. 

General Worth at San Antonio — Qenecal Quitman remaine at San Augustin 
— Duties of the Surgeons — Battle continues (at Churabosco) — Losses of 
New York and South Carolina Reginieute — Petition of the Marine Officers 
— Fall of Chunibusco — Merit of the Armj — Unity — National Strength — 
Mexico deficient in the most important Elements of a People, and tiere- 
fore essentially Weak — Note — Some Details of the Battle of Churubuaco. 

San Augustin, Valley of Mesioo, August. 
When it was known that Contrera-< was tiLen, the Miimes and 
2d Pennsylvanians returned tu thia place, while the victorious 
divisions of Pillow and Twiggi, and Shields brigade, continued in 
pursuit of the enemy. The bngade detached tiom Woith's com 
mand, like ourselves, reached the ground aftet the conflict w&t over 
ajid returned to the bodj of the diviiion before Sari Antonio lu 
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the mean time Worth had been hj no meaas idle ; he was left with 
hia single division to tate Saa Antonio with its strong gai-rison. 
It was very difB.ciilt of access, for he had to approach by the open 
road^ to be enfiladed by the batteries from the fortifieafion, or turn, . 
on the one hand over the Pedregal, or on the other over a low, 
swainpy plain, intersected by ditches. He sent a brigade (Clarke's) 
to cross the head of the Pedregal, while the other (Garland's) he 
ordered to attack by the road, when the former was ascertMned to 
be in position for turning the works, attacking in the rear, and 
catting off the enemy's retreat. His success proved the judicious- 
ness of his arrangements; and after news reached the Mexicans of 
Valencia's defeat at Contreras, tlie contest was soon decided. Worth 
captiu'ed a number of pieces of artillery, inter alia, and, what was 
more important, large supplies of ammunition, desirable in the ex- 
treme to OUT army, whose supply was comparatively very limited, at 
the game time that we had the advantage of finding it esaotly where 
most wanted, thus saving the laboiir, expense, and risk of trans- 
portatio 



Our portion of 
relieved by Harney's dragoon bri 
i, &c., during the 



, which had been temporarily 

3, remained in charge of priso- 

e of the bloody fight, which 



continued from Contreras and San Anttinio to the fall of Ohiu'ubusco. 
During these contests, we were in n tant sp t t' n f n tta k 
for the capture of the valuable mnn t fwudeuhag 

the recapture of piisuners, &c In th afte n n j^uad n f ni 
dragoons had a brush with a la g it gnla f n tw nil s 

distant from the village We we e d 1 ut t th uppo t b t 
the enemy fled, and disperifed aswajp hd Inthmant me 
San Augustin was becoming a grand hospital. The surgeons, following 
the movements of the army, did all that men could do in the field 
for the wounded — night and day, without shelter, in sun and rain, 
they gave their devoted attentions. Afber the fii-st temporary dress- 
ings, they sent their wounded to the various establishments con- 
verted for the time into hospitals. 

An incessant roar of artillery, and rattling volleys of small arms, 
gave us constant tidings of the work going on during the 20th of 
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August ; but tow tlie tide of iDattle was nmning, we knew not : we 
augured well, towever, of tlie present and future, from the past. 
The troops in reserve were fretting and fuming that they were not 
allowed to partieipate in the bloody strife ; for, fearful aa are the 
horrors of war and the detwls of the battle-field, he has no soldier's 
heart who can hear the clang of arms, and look upon the wreathing 
smoke as it ascends from the scene of slaughter, where his com- 
patriots are battling and shedding their life's blood, without wishing 
to share at once their dangers and their triumphs. Occasional 
rumoiu^ reached us, giving uncertain information of the course of 
events. Among others, we learned that the South Carolina and 
New York regiments, with which we had been so much ai^ociated, 
had each lost, during the day, one-half of their already diminished 
numbers, and that the gallant Colonel Butler, of the former, who 
had left his sick bed to lead his regiment, was among the slain. 
They are noble fellows, those "Palmettos" — as brave as they are 
polite and generous, and witha] possessed of a vein of chivalry 
that seems to belong t p at e Th u urs proved nearly 
correct; both of these gall nt g m nts a fl 1 severely, both in 
officers and men— the C 1 n 1 f th on ]■. 11 1, the Lieutenant- 
Colonel severely wounde 1 * and th 1 n 1 (^B mctt) of the New 
Yorkers wounded also, v ry d ng o sly 

So great was the anxi ty fth offi of Ma nes to take part in 
the engagement going on, that they drew up a most earnest petition 
to the Commander-in-chief, representing their peculiar position, how 
they had left their regular line of service to participate in the for- 
tunes of the army, and how deeply they felt being left In a position 
of inactivity during scenes ao exciting. CoJonel Watson called on 
General Quitman in relation to it ; but from the conference with 
that officer, who wa« lamenting the necessity that kept him also in 
the backgroimd, ho was deterred from sending the petition. Gene- 
ral Quitman thought there was yet much to be done, and that he 
would be enabled to give his division an opportunity to win soldiers' 
laurels, or soldiers' graves. The Marines consequently continued in 
the discharge of the duty assigned them. 

• The braye Lieutenant-Colonel Dictinson; hia wound prnvecl mortal. 
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TLe liattlo continued to rage uatll Chuiubuseo shared tlie fate of 
Oontreras and San Antonio. Our people fougtt like liona, braving 
danger at the very cannon's mouth. Our entire army, under its 
immortal chief, was in at tte death, except the fragment of it re- 
maining here; and none can say which portion fought beat. There 
stood, side by side, regulars and volunteers, now regiments and old, 
all daring everything, accomplishing everything. The conduct of 
the old army is an imperishable eulogy on the system of military 
education given to the officers at the sterling school, so justly prized 
and cherished by the nation ; the conduct of the new troops proves 
that our great country bears in its bosom the natural inaterid for 
war, as abundantly as for the prosperous arts of peace. One great 
secret, undoubtedly, of our success, is owing to the unity of feeling 
that pervades the army. We are but a handful hore, far from home, 
and surrounded by thousands, ay, millions of enemies. Defeat is 
annihilation; — we may therefore die, arms in hands, hut we must 
not he defeated. The question is equally of life and death, as of 
honour and glory ; and victory is the only road to self-preservation. 
Here we are, from all quarters of our glorious Union, acting in the 
same concert as if all were the children of one state, or one femJly. 
May the Euler of nations grant that it be ever so with our beloved 
country; that wisdom and harmony govern her oouacila; and we 
have nothing to fear from any human power. In my travels, which 
you know have been somewhat extended, never have I seen the 
peace, happiness, and prosperity that rests upon the soil of our great 
republic. Would to G-od every man, woman, and child nurtured in 
its bosom could see and know the difference between their own 
favoured condition and that of those not enlightened by the broad, 
difFuaive beams of universal education, nor cheered by the blessings 
of civil liberty I The blighting spirit of discord could then never 
find a resting-place among a people knowing, by eonjparison, their 
strength and their happiness. 

In this country, Mexico, so far as my observation goes, there is 
wanting the first element of national greatness, i. e. a people. What 
matters it that a population of seven or nine millions of humaji 
beings occupy the same soil, if between them there is no harmony, 
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no fellowship ? Such is the condition of things h 
and dregs — tte sturdy middle class, the hone and_ sinew, a,y,. the 
vilal element, esists not here. The most important link in tho social 
chain is wanting or defective; the nation's heart, for I may term 
it so, scarcely throbs. What marvel, then, that the body is puny 
and sickly ? 



Note. — The 20tli day of August, 1847, stands upon the annals 
of our history, marked hy a victory, or a series of victories, as bril- 
liant as any known in the records of wars. The Mexican forces 
averaged with the Americana as three to one ; at San Antonio, Oon- 
troras, Churuhuaco, (the church, and the THe du pont, or bridge- 
head,) they had strong fortifications, exceedingly difficult of approach ; 
with heavy batteries mounted, with sufficient skill to mate good use 
of them ; they fought in sight of their large and beautiful capital ; 
on their own plains, surrounded by their altars, their homes, and 
their families ; with the greatest advantages, natural and artificial, 
and with all incentives to a glorious defence ; yet, with not enough 
to repel a handful of bold invaders, or to save themselves from an 



General Soott, in his report of the "Battle of Mesieo," divides 
this great victory into five brilliant parts, as follows, viz. : the first, 
the teking of Contrerae ; from which the victors passed on, one por- 
tion under Twiggs, to the attack on Chuiuhusoo, the other, under 
Pillow, to the assistance of Worth, at San Antonio : before reach- 
ing that point, however, Worth had turned and captured the fortifi- 
cation, making the second great act of the di-ama, and was on his 
way, in pursuit of tte retreating enemy, to the important defences 
at Churubusco. On tte road directly before Mm, lay the formidahie 
Tete dttpont, or head of the bridge crossing the Bio Churubusco, 
where ttore was a " strong field-work with regular bastions and 
curtains," surrounded by a deep wet ditch. While Worth's division 
and a portion of Pillow' s were attacking the THe du pont, the battle 
was raging at two other points ; that is, at the church or convent of 
San I'ablo, and on the main road to the city beyond the bridge, 
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When the body of the army from Coatreras reached ( 
village some two milea from San Antonio, and one from Churahoaco, 
the Commander-in-chief made the following disposition of his forces. 
By a road leading to the former, he directed GJeneral Pillow to pro- 
ceed with Cadwalader's brigade to attack that place in the rear, and 
to cut off the retreat of the enemy ; by the road to the hamlet of 
Churubwseo, on the side of the fortified church, he sent Twiggs with 
his division, preceded by Lieutenants Stevens and Smith of the 
engineers, with a company of sappers and miners, and accompanied 
by Captain Taylor's field battery, to attack the convent, beyond which 
the road debouched at the bridgehead, some two huadred and fifty 
yaids distant. The two roads just indicated, with one loading direct 
(the main road) from San Antonio through the hamlet, and by the 
church to the bridge, (continuing on to the city,) made an irregular 
triangle, of which Coyoaoan was at one angle, San Antonio at an- 
other, and the works of Churubusco at the third. While Pillow and 
Twiggs were pursuing their respective courses, the General-in-chief 
sent first. General Pierce with his brigade, and shortly after. Shields 
with his, by a road indicated by Captain Lee, to the left of that 
taken by Twiggs, "to attack the enemy's right and rear, in order 
to favour the movement upon the convent, and to out off the re- 
treat towards the capital " The third, fourth, and fifth, " brilliant 
events" of the day, then, weie successively, the taking of the bridge- 
head by Worths dlvl'^l'^n, and Cadwalader's brigade of Pillow's; 
the taking of the chuich by Twiggs' division; and Shields' victory, 
with bis tempoiary division of Pierce's brigade of Pillow's, his own 
brigade of South Carolinian's and New Yorkers, and Twiggs' reserve 
under Major Snmner, of the Rifles, and Sibley's company of dragoons, 
over & force of four thousand infantry, and three thousand cavalry. 
It shonld have been mentioned that Pillow, finding Worth had 
carried San Antonio, did not proceed to that place, but under in- 
structions from the Commander-in-chief, leaving the road, " imme- 
diately turned to the left, and, though much impeded by ditches and 
swamps, hastened to the attack of Churubnsco." After the works 
were taken at the bridgehead. Pillow and Worth pursued the retreat- 
ing enemy on the main road, where they fell in with Shields, who 
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had completed IiIk acliicYeineut. A spirited chase was kept up, for 
some miles, led by Kearney's company of Hamey'a dragoons, the 
brigade having heen ordered up by General Scott before he left 
Coyoacan- Kearney heard not, or heeded not, the recall when 
sounded, and charged, with the squadron, to the defences at the gate 
of the city, whore he was severely wounded, (losing hia left arm,) as 
were many of the of&cere and men with him. 

The whole rciaaiuing force of the Mexican army, of all arms, 
amountmg to about 27,000 men, was assembled at Chunibusco " in, 
on the flanks, or within supporting distance of the works," while 
the American army at that point, (deducting the reserve at San 
Augustin, the troops left in charge at Oontreras, sick, wounded, &c.,) 
amounted only to between eight and nine thousand. 

The general results of the day are thus stated in the report of the 
Commander-in-chief. " It (our army) has in a single day in many 
battles defeated 32,000 men ; made about 3000 prisoners, including 
eight generals, (two of them ex-preaidents,) and 205 other officers; 
skilled or wounded 4000 of all ranks — besides entire corps dispersed 
and dissolved — captured 37 pieces of ordnance — more than trebling 
our field train and siege batteries — with a large number of small- 
arms, a fiill supply of ammunition of every kind, &c., &c. 

"These great results have overwhelmed the enemy. Our loss 
amounts to 1053 ; (killed, 139, including 16 officers j wounded, 876, 
with 60 officers.) The greater number of the dead and disabled 
were of the highest worth. Those under treatment, thanks to our 
very able medical officers, are generally doing well." 

The party left under G-eneral Quitman, at San Augustin, is noticed 
in the same report as follows ; — 

" I regret having been obliged, on the 20th, to leave Major-Gene- 
ral Quitman, an able commander, with a pai-t of his division— the 
fine 2d Pennsylvania volunteers, and the veteran detachment of 
United States Marines — at our important depot, San Augustin. It 
was there that I placed our sick and wounded, the siege, supply and 
baggage trains. If these had been lost, the army would have been 
driven almost to despwr; and considering the enemy's veiy great 
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excess of mimbers, and the many approaches to the depot, it might 
well have become emphatically, the post of hoiiour." 

' In a sketch like the ahoTe, it cannot be expected that justice 
should be doae the respectiTG divisions, brigades, and regiments, 
much less to individuals concerned, distinguished on that remarkable 
day — the only aim of the author of the Letters has been to give some 
general information, accurate, so far as it goes, because drawn from 
the best sources, of the current and permanent events of that im- 
portant part of the war. He will, in an appendix, give the names of 
such of&cers as distinguished themselves, with a notice of the honours 
bestowed upon tliem by the government. He does not doubt but 
that some one, more competent than himself, will one day give, what 
is very desirable, a complete military history of the war. 



LETTEE XX. 

Army restrained from entering tlie City — Increueed maana of Otfenoe— A 
Truce — (The Armistice) — The Sick — Rumonrs — Comeraationa with Citi- 
zens — Their Character and Coniiition— No respectable Villagers — A Mexi- 
can Household — A kind Lady— Death of an Officer. 

San Augustin, Valley of Meiioo, August, 1 847. 
The troops, though muoh fatigued with their labours, watcMngs, 
and fastings, on the evening of the 20th might no doubt have car- 
ried the defences at tho garitas (city gates') with ease, and entered 
the capital in triumph ; but Mr. Trist, United States Commissioner, 
and (general Scott, thought a peace could be concluded the more 
readily for not inflicting that additional humiliation upon the Mexi- 
can people. Notwithstanding our loss of men, which, though small 
comparatively, is very considerable, the large number of heavy 
pieces of ordnance and the immense supplies of ammunition taken 
at the various points of defence, have afforded ns some material 
advantages for siege or bombardment; besi'les taking so much from 
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the efEeioncy of the enemy. When fiiUy expecting to ejiter the 
citj at once, it was announced to the armj that a treaty was pending 
for peace, during which time there would bo a suspension of hosti- 
lities ; in consequence, we are now lying idle. The commanding 
General is at Tacuhaya, a suburban village two or three miles from 
the capital ; Mr. Trist is with him ; and General Worth with his 
division is quartered there. The remaining divisions of the army 
are quartered in other pretty and pleasant villages between this and 
Tacuhaya. I should not have said we were idle^ — our corps is 
fuily engaged. We have not only a large number of wounded 
in the hospitals, but the great exposure of the men at the time 
of the battles had its influence, though not felt immediately. 
A great many persons, officers and men, were out night and day, 
without provisions, blankets, or shelter ; and though they hore the 
vicissitudes of the weather, the midday sun and the midnight 
shower, with apparent immunity, the eflects are felt now that the 
excitement is over. There are enough of such diseases as are inci- 
dent to camps to keep the surgeons employed, even if there were 
no wounded. These are contingencies of war that are not often set 
down in the reckoning, though they should be always. Many a 
valuable life is sacrificed, and many more constitutions broken in 
war, besides those given up on the battle-field. 

The armistice, let it result as it may, gives us a little breathing 
time, and some opportunities of looking ai'ound us. It is tantalizing, 
indeed, to look upon the gi'eat eity in the distance which we may 
never enter ; but a general impression is abroad in the army, of Punio 
faith on the part of the enemy, and that there will be no peace until 
the capital is in our possession. We have daily, almost hourly, 
flying reports, of what is to be done; — one day, peace is certain, and 
we return shortly to our homes — the next day, or hour, informs us 
that, hopeless of peace, General Scott is about to malte immediate 
aiTangements for an active bombajdment. These conflicting rumours 
keep up a perpetual suspense ; but there ai'e few besides the coramis- 
sioaer, who would not rather take up arms again, than leave without 
entering the capital. Our people are not willing now to turn their 
hacks on the " halls of the Montezumas," without the re-vel for 
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wMch thej have toiled and fought so hard. My host, that is, the 
person whose house gives me present shelter, is a very respectable 
and intelligent old gentleman, from the city. He informs me that 
there all the bettei' people desire peafie, almost on any terms ; that 
the common people are too ignorant to hare an opinion (woith the 
name) about it, but that they are essentially pacific, ind that the 
war men are adventurers aod employes of the go\einmeiit, oi of 
faofjons, having nothing to lose, aad who can only hope I1L.0 scum, 
to keep on the siwfaoe during commotion. 

Circumstances have thrown me considerably intc the smiefy of 
residents here, and among the better classes I find a high degree of 
intelligence, refinement, and good breeding — in this village we 
found a large proportion of well-dressed and educated people ; they, 
however, are from the eity, and came out as to a place of refuge, 
supposing themselves safe from witnessing the horrors of war. 
They found themselves, however in the midst, at different times, of 
both armies ; first, the Mexican, which moved here to meet us, 
when it was discovered that we were taking this route ; and then 
ours occupying the town as they vacated it. Coming here was a 
sad mistake, for between Santa Anna's levies, and the approach of 
our army, supplies were cut off from the citizens, and some of them 
before the armistice went into operation, were likely to die of starva- 
tion. Some persons, apparently in good circumstances, applied to 
myself and others, for fr^ments of the hard, dry bread used in the 
army, for the nouiishment of their families. 

None of the tapper ten reside in villages, or small towns. My first 
impression oa reaching this place was that it was well supplied with 
gentry, but I soon learned that the greater portion were mere visiters, 
fled temporarily from the city, while others have their casas de campo 
(country-seats) here, to which they repair for a season every yeai'. 
The villages have no residents pretending to social rankj the^difre, 
or curate, and the alcalde, who is generally a small shop-keeper, are 
the most important personages. The remaning inhabitaatB are 
principally inestaos, in whom the aboriginal traits pi-epo»deraf« 
greatly. 

A little politeness on my part, togctKcr with my lair 
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BOOH put me on a friendly footing witt the proprietor of this house, 
and his family, that is, the male portion of it. The old gentleman, 
though a native of this country, was educated in Spain, married 
there, and held a colonel's commission in the Spanish ai'iny during 
the Peninstdar war. He there saw active service under his personal 
friend Espartero, and acquired that knowledge which marks and 
distinguishes the man of the world. He was wounded at length in 
a charge of cavalry, trodden down hy a troop of horse, taken priso- 
ner by the French, and detained to the end of the war. His suffer- 
ings brought on a disease of the chest, which obliged him to return 
to hia native country; though he was called at the same time by 
another motive, to prevent the threatened ooufiacation of his Mexi- 
can estates. He has about him here all the appendages of wealth; 
that is, beautiful grounds, highly ornamented, coaches, horaesj mules, 
servants, &c., &o. Hia two sons, with their wives, young and hand- 
some women, and their sweet, bright, and ruddy children ; a niece, 
a soltera (spinster), as fair as the morning, and a- nephew, her bro- 
ther, constitute his present fiimily. They looked upon my entering 
the house, as a disagreeable intrusion which had to be endured, but 
finding I spoke their language, and that I carefully abstained from 
intruding upon their privacy, they soon became sociable, and then 
intimate. They authorized me to invite any of my friends to take 
apartments in their spacious house, upon which I brought three 
reliable gentlemen, who with myself, constituted a mesa. They 
treated us with all politeness, exxept introducing us to the ladies; 
that, however, we could not but pardon, as we were such entii-e 
strangers ; bearded worse than the pard (for few used the razor 
on the march), and dressed as people might be, whose scanty ward- 
robe had been soaked with water, saturated with dust, and rolled 
in the mud, times and again. But woman is woman the world 
over. A young of&cer of Marines was brought to the house, ill, 
dying; the "ministering aogel" saw not her country's enemy, but 
a suffering brother far from home and friends; she felt for the 
young and hapless wanderer; for the fond mother, who knew not 
her impending loss; for the tender sister, who looked with feelings, 
s of exultation and pride, to the joyful day of her brothei-'a 
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return ; she saw tlie tears of theii disappointment and grief; and 
she, a highboiE and lovely Mexican woman, prepared with her own 
hands such little delicacies as only the skilful hand of gentle woman 
can make acceptable to the perverted palate of the victim of disease. 
I had heard much of tiie kind-heartedness of Mexican women — here 
waa a practical proof; and the lady's frequent application to me to 
know wKat she could do, and what would he suitable, exposed the 
deep sensibility of her feeling keait. The youth died ; and though 
far away from those who loved, him best, he had at least the gentle 
ministering of this kind family ; and soldiers' tears accompanied the 
volleys that were fired over hia grave. 



LETTER XXI. 

Return Home of tlie City Folk — Diligenoias — Captured Deserters — A Mexi- 
can. Conntry Town— lleaidenoos (C'asas de Campo) — Gardens — Fruits — 
Gamblers' Festival — Colonel Watson, Military GoTernor. 

When tbe armistice went into effect, nearly all the good folks 
from the city repaired to their homes ; the village was enlivened by 
dozens of diligencias, that is, the regular stage-coachea of onr Statea, 
reminding one much of home, and differing only in the teams, which 
are here of six mules, four loaders abreast. There was a general 
breakup, leaving only the permanent residents, a poor set, our 
division, and the prisonera of wai'. Among the latter are some forty 
deserters, who fought desperately at Churubusco and elsewhere, 
under Major Kiley, who deaerted from our army about the beginning 
of the war. He expects to bo hung, but denies the justice of it, as 
he calls himself a British subject. Our kind friends left with the 
rest, inviting us to their home in case of ever reaching the city. The 
place of tbeir residence is somewhat remarkable — Oalle del Puente 
de Jesus (Jesus Bridge Street). While here, they showed their 
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good-will by bringing ii8 many little luxuries money could not pro- 
cure, from tlieir own stores—invited us at times to their table, wtich 
was aet with Galicia ham, cakes, the neverfailing didces (sweet- 
meats), ohoooiate, wines, &c. We had nothing to offer in return 
but a little ciYility. — I mentioned that this might he considered a 
very pretty village, and will give a slight description of it, as it 
may answer as a general type of most places of its class. It has 
then, first, its plaza, or square, in the centre, with a large church 
and enclosure on the east side, a large fonda with its portales, and 
some private mansions on the north; pulquerias, tiendas (shops), 
&c., on the west and south sides. The whole is about 400 feet 
square. Beautiful shade-trees are set uniformly through it, so that 
it is a pleasant walk, even during the heat of summer. The streets 
are rectangular, and there are many handsome houses, generally of 
one story, and never over two. They are of stone, plastered, white 
or light-coloured, with fiat roofs and parapets; large windows open- 
ing to the fioor, having iron balconies in fi'ont on the second floor, 
or a close grating on the lower — a necessary precaution against the 
various classes who have not a proper regard for the tenth com- 
mandment. The outside rarely gives an idea of what is within, — 
not, indeed, that the houses are handsomely furnished; on the con- 
trary, they are almost bare; hut of the courts, gardens, fruits, 
flowers, and fountains, which are universal. The house we occupy 
may be taken as a specimen of the whole. The entrance is hy a 
porle-cochire from the street. As the house is quadrangular, you 
find yourself La a clean square court, well paved with smooth flag- 
stones ; in the middle of the court is a fountain, garnished with 
vases of growing flowers. Four well-trimmed orange trees adorn 
the angles. Within, the rooms all communicate with each other by 
doors; there are no passages, but on the sides presenting to the court 
are covered balconies, communicating with some of the rooms. One 
of the peculiarities of the houses, and a very awkward one, is that 
of passing through a suite of rooms to get at those towards the re- 
mote end. It not unfrequently happens that you pass through the 
family bed-chambers to reach the parlour. In the best houses, how- 
ever, the difiiculty is corrected generally hy piaazas or balconies, as 
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in this case. In rear and to the right of the dwelling are the stahlea, 
ooach-house, and other outhouses. Immediately in rear of the house, 
and extending, indeed, largely on both sides, is a noble garden of 
a couple of aflres, teeming with fruits and flowers. It is beautifully 
laid off in squares, is adorned with summer-houses and sparkling 
fountains; a great variety of fruits now hang on the trees. There 
are fine apples, peaches, pomegranates, alligator pears, mangoes, 
oranges, &e., &c., — not, however, all in equal perfection. The 
oranges, for instanee, are only ornamental, beiag both bitter and 
aour; all that are good in the market come from the tierroi calientes. 
Our host enjoined it upon us at his departure to use all the fruits of 
this paradise as if oiir own ; he cautioned us against the oranges, but 
we tried them for ourselves, without the solicitations of any curious 
Eve, and were soon satisfied. An old gardener and his family hold 
the place divided with us. The house itself has little that is omar- 
mental; a little fresco painting adorns the walls of the piazzas. 
Among the views is one of the castle of Chapnltepec, a powerful 
fortification, built by the Count of G-aives, when viceroy, and now 
used as a military school, at tlie same time that it is the most for- 
midable work that guards any of the entrances to tic city. Our 
house has no chimneys nor fire-places, not even in the kitchen ; tbe 
cooking is done with charcoal fires, on ranges of small furnaces, built 
up in the middle of the fioor. 

The common houses are buUt of adobes, or large sun-dried bricks, 
which answer very well in this climate, and look well, too, when 
whitened. All the fine houses, it must be reooUeoted, are the 
country-seats of people of wealth from the city. San Augustin is 
distinguished for its fine gardens, but more for an annual fiesta of 
gambling, when all classes repair here, from the president to the 
squalid lepcro, and spend, in various forms of gaming, at the m.onte 
table, cockpit, &c., from thousands of ounces of gold and large 
estates, down to handfuls of miserable coppers. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Watson, the estimable commander of the 
Marines, is acting military governor of this place — no sinecure, con- 
sidering it devolves on him to sjt as oidor, or judge, in the endless 
disputes between the residents and certain restless followers of the 
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LETTER XXII. 



Variety in tiie Annj — Citizen Followers — Thair patrioUsm — Armistioe 
broken— War resumed — Ordera to march — History promises suocess — 
Adieu to San Augastin, 

"Misery makes strange bedfellows," and war strange associa- 
tions. There may be found in our little army representatives of 
every profession, trade, and calling, practised in ciyilized life. The 
ranks j t t ly the diaininga from the worthless and bad of 

our town 1 ill g 9, which may be espected, but also persona 
well to 1 tk w 11, well-informed, skilful in the mechanic arts, 
respect bl h b Im n, doctors, lawyers, engineers, merchants, &c., 
some f wh m h 1 en reduced by misfortune, or intemperance, 
while th mi their position from mere love of adventure. 

This admixt m t remarkable among the volunteer, many of 

whom ga p th mforte and even the elegancies of civil life, for 
the va ty d V Ity of a distant and dangerous campaign. 

The army followers are yet more varied : thus we have sutlers, 
and their stores; printers, with their presses; editors, reporters, 
players, circus-riders, with their fancy horses ; gamblers, jobbers, 
speculators, brokers, and certain frail but daring fair ones, damoB 
cortesanas, who venture to face the dangers of war; besides a 
variety of nondescript characters : sailors turned teamsters ; dis- 
charged soldiers, proposing to be landlords, &c., &c., — so that even 
in our diminutive army, we have a little world ; all of which must 
be considered mere miniature of the immense bodies brought into 
the ield during the great wars of nations beyond the Atlantic. We 
have only enough with us to give the idm of an army, that is, of a 
vagrant world. It is but just to say that many of the citizens 
accompauying the army, indeed a large majority of them, took an 
active part during the battles r some acted on the staff of generals and 
commanding officers; others enrolled themselves under Captain 
M'Kinstry, of the quartermaster's department, and did good service 
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r oavaLry — every American, indeed, was a man in trying 
times ; and it required no articles of enli&tment to wield the sabre, 
or shoulder the musket, during the emergencies of the battle-grounds. 
Our time has been passed here tonifortably in some respects, but 
the busy tongue of Madame Rumour has always kept up a restless 
qui vive, that dispelled easy tranquillity. We are at ouee, too near 
the capital, and too far from it. We are in the paradoxical condi- 
tion of the Irishman who is never at peace, escept when fighting. 
Apparently, there is something now brewing wliichwill bring affairs 
to a crisis. The conditions of the armistice required, inter alia, a 
free exchange uf supplies between city and country, and between our 
aimy and citizens ; and, not only a suspension of hostilities, but of 
ail offensive and defensive works, &e. ; both armies were to remain 
precisely in sfrifw quo ; we were to be allowed to purchase, on fair 
tenns, the necessary provisions, but were not to receive reinforce- 
ments, (a condition binding on both, of course,) during the session 
of the oommissinners to adjust a treaty of peace. An infraction was 
soon made by the Mexican mob. A train of wagons was sent to the 
city for supplies: the teamsters were set on, stoned, and dreadfully 
maltreated and injured; but the mob was not responsible, and the 
parties in power disapproved, or pretended to disapprove of the 
attack, and there it seems the matter dropped ; but a more serious 
infraction has since come to light : the enemy has taken advantage 
of the lull to prepare defences, collect ammunition, cast guns, &o. 
The armistice, of course, died a natural death, as soon as these facts 
became known, and this day, (September 7th,) an express came from 
Genera! Scott for the division to move on to some point near the 
city, for the purpose of attack. We will have bloody work, doubt- 
less ; but the troops appear to be anxious for it, and bent on entering 
the city ; they are full of hope and confidence ; and though it seems 
impossible that that great capital should fall before such a mere 
handful yet the past, promises unbounded success. My own con- 
victions of 3 favourable issue have been much strengthened by read- 
ing a report made to Gteneral Jackson by a commissioner he appointed 
for inquiring into the contest between Texas and this country. The 
superiority of the Anglo-American race over the mongrel breed of 
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Mexico, is there set forth in unmiataJfeable th'ir'icters — the Ameri- 
cans heat them against all odds, and excelled them as mneh in the 
art of war as in tlie arts of peace Tor thi's gratifying informatioa, 
I am indebted to the Hon. Waddy Th-)mpBon s inteiestmg " Reeol 
lections of Mexico," of which I have juot fmiilied a ha^ty perusal 

To-morrow morning, the volunteer IiYiaion leaves '*,m Angustm 
for another trial of prowess. Though anxiius to move onward, I 
cannot leave without some regrets, as my associations here are agree 
able; but this is a life that breaks up ill ties, beginning with the 
nearest and dearest, from the daj i m^n leives his own cherished 
fireside; and snapping daily the feebler cordo, made by trmsicnt 
fellowship and mntnal good-will. The vicisaitudes ot fortune, how 
ever, cannot sever the invisible ohim thit connects one, at any dis 
tance, with the beloved home circle , nor dispel the visions of hope, 
sweet luype, the true life-preserver, that buoys as up against the tide 
of adverse fate, until we are called to settle that reckoning to which 
we are hurrying, — it matters not, whether by the battle-field, or on 
the bed of down, surrounded, if not sustained, by all known conso- 
lations. 



LETTER XXIII. 

Female Fidelity — Battle of Molino del'Rey — Victory dearly bought — A Bar- 
barous Enemy- — Santa Catalina — Fate of Deserters — San Angel — A Car- 
melite Convent — Mode of Confessing — Odd Shots — Hard Fare — Fruits of 
Fair Dealing— A Night March— Strategy— Broken Slumbers — An Acci- 
dent — The light of day introduces the Castle of Chapultepee. 

On the morning of the 8th, our division resamed the march, 
escorting a large train, and hundreds of prisoners. A set of volun- 
tary captives, wives, or guerldas, accompanied the poor fellows, 
ministering to their want^ as well as "they were able. They were for 
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the moat part barekeaded and barefoot, with garments scant enough 
to show their limbs aad busts of bronze, ladea, some with infanta, 
strapped on their shoulders ; others with such aoant atores aa tliey 
could command, for their husbands or themaelves. They wore un- 
interesting enough, except as displaying the beautiful feminine trait 
of fidelity in misfortune. 

A rapid and fiei'ce firing of artillery and amall-arms gave us notice 
that we were approaching the scene of a hot engagement ; but by the 
time our rear reached the hacienda of San Antonio, the contest ap- 
peared to he decided. A glowing account aoon reached us of a battle 
won at Molino del Key (King's Mill), near the great fortreas of 
Chapultepeo ; but as we advanced, the pleasure of triumph was 
shorn by the accounts of our heavy losses. Worth'a division and a 
portion of PilloVa ahared the laurels and the cypress. Dreadful 
havoc had been made in the very fiower of our army ; and many of 
our bravest and best lay atretehed upon the battle-field. American 
valour had triumphed, and the victory was complete, but at so great 
a sacrifice, that we might almost say, with the famous king of Epirus, 
"Another such would be fatal to ua." 

During a temporary repulse, the ignoble hosts of the enemy sallied 
forth from their shelter to slay the wounded and mutilate the dead, 
as they lay where they had fallen. A feeling of exasperation, not 
unmixed with gloom, took possession of our people aa this news 
reached them ; and there was that in their countenaaoes that ^ave 
promise of more than avenging retribution. 

We passed through the venerable village of Coyoacan, and took 
quarters in the hamlet of Santa Catalina, which extends by straggling 
houses along the roadside, from the former place to the town of 
San Angel, where Twiggs' division was quartered. We had nothing 
to do but await the results of the reconnoisances going on for 
future operations. Meantime a disposition was made of a portion 
of the captured deserters. Sixteen of them paid the forfeit of their 
lives on the gallows, at the same moment, between this place and 
San Angel, about half a mile from my quarters. They had deserted 
and gone over to the enemy during ffie war. Others, including 
Riley, who had deserted before the war, had the letter D branded 
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on tteir cheeks, were wliipped, are to be kept in irons until the war 
is ended, and then drummed out of the service. Aad all this was 
for giving up substance for shadow : they were lured from their duty 
by the magnificent promises of Santa Anna, bore the brunt of his 
battles, were poorly paid, and finished their career in damning 
ignominy. I have more than onco seen the circulars of the craftj 
Mexican distributed by the roadside where our army was to pass, 
proposing the most tempting offers to the unprincipled and the 
unwise. However, though "many were called," few were found^o 
be misled by the seducer. 

I visited San Ange! on several occasions ; it is a beautiful place, 
differing from San Auguatin in being located on a commanding 
eminence, which gives a fine view of the city and surrounding 
country. The hill is crowned by a large church and convent, be- 
1 tothCmlt d mdig one, like so many objects 

m M f th m ddl g Ih wh 1 country, indeed, seems to 

b tuibhdm I ti through the buildings, and 

was pi I w th th g nl ai f tne^ and order everywhere 
pp t '*t 11 th 1 ste dank and gloomy, striking a chill 

th gh y ^ tra th 1 g idors. Without, however, 

tlgd i g dwUkpt d highly cultivated, with 

th f h d t 1 t d y heerfiil and inviting. The 

t w rs Id f th hur h m lied with a mosaic-work of 

p eel th b li 11 w th I 11 of many sizes, of various 
t es d h and th will d ned with many large and 

m fi p g I 1 1 tfl with the mooks, who were 

civil, polite, and sociible. While there, an American of&cer, pro- 
fessing the aniient faith, asked me to iuquii'C whether he could be 
shriven, he speakmg not a word of Spanish, and the padres as little 
English. After some consultation, an affirmative answer was given ; 
he confessed, and I afterwards was curious to know the modvs. He 
informed me he was assisted by an invisible interpreter, who read 
slowly through the tables of sins, as infractions of the command- 
ments, &o., each and every one separately, first in English, then in 
Spanish ; the penitent held the confessor's hand, unseen by tho in- 
terpreter, which he pressed whenever he wished to admit a particular 
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dereliction. By this complex process He relieved his oppressed con- 
Bcience, and, I suppose, was ahsolved. 

Not a day has passed since the conclusion of the truc«, without 
our ears being occasionally assailed by the boom of artOlery. The 
firing is generally directed on reconnoitering, or other small parties, 
on exposed duty. 

We have had worse than soldier's fare of late : it is only with 
great difficulty we could obtain the commonest articles of subsistence. 
We learned that Santa Anna has had large foraging parties out, 
whose business was not more to supply themselves, than to prevent 
supplies from coming to us, by driving off cattle, &c. We have 
now an illustration of Scott's sagacity, as well as his honesty, in 
ordering all articles obtained to be fairly paid for. Had ho adopted 
another policy, his army would probably have been disbanded before 
this, and roaming over the country in search of subsistence ; but the 
fact is, sellers find it to their interest to furnish ns, and they will 
do it, in spite of Santa Anna. 

On the afternoon of the 11th, preparations were made for another 
move; and when the day was well spent, the division was in motion, 
standing directly for the garita del nino perdido, or the entrance 
from the village of San Angel. Our progress was very slow — re- 
markably ; we made frequent halts as soon as the darkness set in, 
and somewhere about midnight we passed Pillow's division, where 
his fires were burning as quietly as if there was nothing to be done 
but to cheer the guard with hot coffee. We had deviated from the 
direct road, but wherefore, or whither bound, was left to conjecture. 
Silence was enjoined, and we knew only there was a ruse de guerre, 
in which we wore partic^s. The night was quite oool, but dry; 
and whenever a halt was called, officers and men lay down on their 
arms by the roadside, ready at a whisper to rise for marching or 
assaulting. I was expecting a night attack on some garita where we 
were least expected. My attendant, as usual, was out of the way 
when wanted, and I had to take my snatches of rest wrapped in the 
oiled sheet I carried on my saddle, holding niy horse by the long 
reins, and jerking at him every few minutes to keep him from 
treading on me. I soon found a friend in the same predicament, 
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and we agreed to hold eaoli other's horses, and sleep by turns. After 
that I enjoyed some half hours of repose. One had to choose his 
resting-place with great precaution ; a poor fellow, who did not dis- 
tinguish, the roatl from the barren soil at the sides, hid the misfor- 
tune t<i have his legs crushed by the pa=sagp of a heavy piece of 
ordnance. His sufferings appeared, to he awful, hut I have heard 
nothing of him since. Towards daylight we found ourselves passing 
through the smart town of Taoubaya. As the dd,y broke, we saw 
the great key to Mexico, frowning Chapultepcc, standmg over and 
agaanat us. The mystery of the night maich was solved 



Note. — General Scott, having sufficient proof of the double-dealing 
and treachery of his adversaty, ordered reconnojsanees to be resumed 
on the 7th of September, for the purpose of atrangmg his plans of 
attack on the city. During the afternoon of that day, large bodies 
of Mesican troops were seen hanging around the Molinos del Se^, 
something more than a mile from Taoubaya, and about one-fourth 
or third of a mile from the works at Chapultepcc. The Commander- 
in-chief had learned that the miUs contained a cannon foundry, while 
near them, in a stone buildiag called Casa Mala, there was a large 
deposit of powder; and "having heard, two days before, that many 
church bells had been sent out to be cast into guns," the General 
understood the object of the enemy's presence there, and determined 
to "drive Mm off es^ly the next morning, seize the powder, and 
ileati'oy the foundry 

He was impelled to this decision because he knew there was no 
cutting off ccmmunnat ons betwotn the f ran Iry and city until Cha- 
pultepec was taken whith wai on the diieet road and overlooking 
both of them, md he hoped further leconnoisanoes would enable 
him to turn Chapultejtc and enter the cify by one of the southern 
entrances. The destructiin of the fjundry was of extreme impor- 
tance, as "our recent captuiei had not left the enemy one-fourth of 
the guns necessary to arm, all at the same time, the strong works 
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at each of the eight city gates." He accordingly ordered General 
Worth, with hia division, " reinforced with Cadwaladcr's brigade, 
of Pillow's, three squadrons of dragoons under Major Sumner, and 
some heavy guns of the siege train under Captain Huger, of the 
ordnance, and Captain Drum, of the 4th artillery," to carry his 
designs into execution. 

As the engagement became more general than had been antici- 
pated, and the enemy received reinforcements at various times. 
General Scott ordered up Pillow with the rest of his division 
(Pierce's brigade), and Riley's brigade of Twiggs' ; but " the battle 
was won just as General Pierce reached the ground," &c. (Scott.) 

Generals Seott and Worth made in person reoonnoisances about 
and around the works at Chapultepec, &c., and Captain Mason, of 
the Engineers, a " close and daring reconnoisance," immediately 
about the present point of attack at MoHno del Key, &c. He disco- 
vered that the enemy's line extended from that point to the strong 
stone building, the Casa Mata, on the right; that "midway be- 
tween the buildings was the enemy's field battery, and his infantry 
forces were disposed on either side to support it." El Molino itself 
is " a group of strong stone buildinoB idjoining the grove at the foot 
of the hiU of Chapultepe 1 di ly 1 h gu f h 1 

which crowns its summit 

General Worth's first Ij w 1 h p in f k 

from Chapultepec and it ddf Bfiy h 

morning of the 8th, hem dhp nHwk waa 

expected, but the full fh ny Ifn hdb 

skilfully masked ; so tha p nly I arn d wh h y h d to 

meet during the charge. G*n al W h had pi nted hi ba te 
(the artillery under the geneial supeimtendence of LiLUtonant-GoIo- 
nel Ihincan), detailed his storming party, assigned tKeir parts to the 
different brigades, &c., and, as day broke, they were found as " accu- 
rately in position as if posted in midday for review." At dawn, 
Huger's heavy guns opened on the Mills. Wright's storming party, 
guided by Captain Mason and Lieutenant Foster, of the Engineers, 
charged upon the enemy's column, crossed bayonets with more than 
quadruple their numbers, drove them off, and got possession of the 
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enemy s field bittety tlie latter h wevai neemg wlia,t a mere 
hanlfulwis opposed tn them returned and aide I ty d plunifing 
in1 muideroiis fire from bchmd the paiapets nn the he use t p** 
■itiuck lown e!eTi,n out of the f uit^en offi er? of the command 
and noncommissioned ofBeL.is an J men m pr portion including 
Mij r Wright the c mmaader uid taptiin "Mason and Lieutenant 
Foster enjneers all seveiely womlel 

This seyera lose paralj'wd for a while the assailants but aaded 
>y the aitillery and suppoited by fadwilaler a biigade the attack 
was rebumed with fiesh vigour The huildinj,s wore earnel by 
a ault oai troops ddTino ng by perf i itmg the walls withm and 
iiountmg to the lO f without lining the immense superiority f 
numbers against them it the point of the bdyonet Meintmie a 
despeiate contest was gomg on it (, asa Mata ■which mHtead of in 
rdinary field entrenchment ai wis suppose 1 pre ved to be i strong 
stone (.itadel surrounde 1 with bast lune I entrenchments and imp iss 
able ditihes — an oil Spanish work recently rejairel anl enliigel 
Oui tiooj'i entirely esp sel charged b p h ^h uff 

ing most severely of the three scnioi fB p n L n nt- 
Colonel Maitm Seott was Lilled, Colon M In h m and 

Majji Wiite seveielj ■ftounded The h wa gr a h he 

c mmand tell inte 'some tempuidij diso d T a k n D n 

ean s battoiy, and there lallied Iteturnin^ to the charge, it mabked 
the batteiy, which wat snppoited by the Voltigeur regiment; and 
it the sime time, Urge forces of infintry and cavalry were ap- 
pi lehmg on the American left flank to support and reinforce 
the Mexican light Duncan s bittery, with the Voltigeurs "moved 
npidly to the loft to intereept them, the cavalry oame within ca- 
nitt^r range, when the while batteiy opened a most effective fii-e, 
hoon broke the srjuadions, and irove them ba^'k in disorder." Major 
Sumner's commind of dragoons and mounted rifles at this time 
troased the lavine to the left ot Duncan a battery (passing under a 
m )Bt appalling fire ft om the Casa Mata), " where it remained, doing 
noble serviee, during the rest of the action As the cavalry was 
lepulsed, the Ameiieanb drew back from before Casa Mata, ena- 
bling Duncan's battery to open fairly upon it, until the enemy was 
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dislodged. " Tte guns of the battery were then turned upon the 
retreating columns, and continued to play upon them until heyond 
reach." 

" The enemy was now driven from every point in the field, and 
his strong lines, which he certainly had defended well, were in our 
possession. In fulfilment of the instructions of the commander- 
in-chief, the Gasa Mata was blown up, and such of the captured 
ammunition as was useless to us, as well as the cannon-moulds found 
in El Molino del Key, were destroyed." The command returned to 
quarters in Tacubaya, "with three of the enemy's four guns (the 
fourth having been spiied and rendered unserviceable), as also a 
large quantity of small-arms, with gun and musket ammunition, 
and exceeding eight hundred prisoners, iiicluding fifty-two commis- 
sioned officers." 

The enemy's forces engaged on the occasion " exceeded 14,000 
men, commanded by General Santa Anna in person. His total leas, 
tilled (including the second and third in command, Generals Val- 
darg and Leon), wounded and prisoners amounts to 3000, exclusive 
of some 2000 who deserted after the rout." The American forces 
"only reached 8100 men of all arms. The contest continued two 
hours, and its severity is painfully attested by our heavy loss of 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, including in the 
first two classes, some of the brightest ornaments of the service." 
(Worth ) 

The al o e s an extremely condensed account of this remarkable 
engageme t The rep rts of the ubordinate commanders ' are 
highly nt re t g and the thor of the letters has to regret that 
his lim ts do not allow him t draw from them Our entire loss 
upon th t OL on anounted to n th aggiigate, seven bundled 
and eighty se n m n n lul ng n n officers killed on the giound, 
and fifty woun le 1 some ot them mortally To name all who dis 
tinguished tl em el es s out f the question, it would be meiely 
to publ i the na nes of II p e ent but the names of the gallant 
dead, who on th t dj.y offe ed p the 1 ves to their country, miy 
be here j ope ly mmem rated viz Lieutenant Colonel Maitm 
Scott, 5tl ntant y L teudnt Col nel WiUiam Montrose Graham, 
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lltli infantry; Captain M. E. MerrOl, 6ih infantry; Lieutenant 
W. S. Burwell, Lieutenant C. B. Strong, 5th infantry; Captain G- 
W. Ayres, 3d artillery; Lieutenant W. Armstrong, 2d ai'tillery; 
Lieutenant J. F. Fari-y, 3d artillery ; Lieutenant R. H. L. iTohn- 
ston, llih infantry. Tlioae who died eventually of their wounds 
then and there received were, Colonel M'lntosh, 5th infantry; 
Captain B. K. Smith, 5th infantry; Assistant Surgeon William 
Eoberts, serving with 5th infantry; Lieutenant M. L. Shaciielford, 
2d artillery; Lieutenant 0. B. Daniels, 2d artillery; Lieutenant 
J. G-. Burbank, 8th infantry; Lieutenant 0. F. Morris, 8th in- 
fantry ; Lieutenant E. F. Ernst, 6th infantry. 

They died as the patriot soldier should die, on the true field of 
honour, while gallantly engaged in the line of arduous and desperate 
duty; and they left behind them a bright and glorious esaraple to 
those who, entering their country's service, are willing to follow in 
their footsteps. 



LETTER XXIV. 

Bombardment of CIiapTilt«peo — Site of the Castle— Opening a, Hospital — 
Watching tte Shots— General Quitman reconnoiteriiig — General Shields — 
Nights without rest^— Tha Assault — An Active Gun — Steadiness of the 
Americans— la terested Spectators — Fall of Chapultepeo — Death of Major 
Tmiggs — Repair tfl the Castle. 

Citj of Mexico, Septemher, 1847. 
Foe the last few days we have all been in a whirl of intense ex- 
citement. On Sunday morning (12th), our batteries, which had 
been planted during the night, opened on the dread castle of Cha- 
pultepeo, and Icept up all day a ceaseless cannonading. The Mexi- 
cans returned it with spirit, but without doing any execution, while 
nearly every siot from our side told upon their works. The castle, 
or fortress, is a magnificent building, crowning the summit of one 
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of tte natural mounds so common in this country. It is doubly 
strong, by its own etrength. and by its elevation, wbich puts assail- 
ants at a great disadvantage. At many points the Caatle is utterly 
IB accessible, because mounted on a natural wall of perpendicular 
rooks, surmounted by an artificial one : elsewhere the ascent is 
rugged, broken, now steep, now perpendicular for some feet, now 
over loose rocks lying on a slope, and intersected by rents and 
cbasms. High walls and deep ditches fii'st intercept assailants at 
the base of the hill, to reach which, when the narrow highway is 
obstructed, it is necessary to traverse low swampy meadows. 

Being stationed near the gallant Drum's battery, with other in- 
cautious Americans, led hj momentary excitement, I went several 
times to a point nearly in rear of his guns to observe the course of 
things, but aa a crowd collected, including some horsemen, near the 
same epot, we were warned off, as giving the enemy a fair mark to 
shoot at. The Marines were located, pro tempore, in line-shot with 
the batteries. I repaired there momentarily, until I learned that a 
house about a square distant had been selected for the temporary 
hospital of the division, where the surgeons were to assemble. I 
went to my post, and perhaps not too soon : a large ball from the 
Castle passed through the centre of the house occupied by the Marines, 
over the heads of most of them, and below Captain Terrett and 
others, on the house-top, making observations. I found my profes- 
sional brethren getting out their instruments and dressings, arranging 
tables for operations, te., and having done the same, I mounted to 
the roof, to gaze at the rare spectacle before me, until my services 
should be called into operation. That was not soon, so I passed 
houi's watching the shots as they took effect on the walls of the Castle, 
which they did in a way very gratifying to ua. Meantime parties 
of observation were out skirmishing with the enemy, and keeping 
up a perpetual ringing of musketry. Our own gallant Quitman was 
actively engaged, in person, making reconuoisances. Towards night 
the Castle was pretty well riddled, but it was understood that the 
next day the bayonet was to finish the work commenced by mortar 
and cannon. During the day, our brigadier, Shields, who seems to 
Icai- a charmed life, oame into our apai'tnient, and threw himself 
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exhausted and covered with, dirt, upou a rough bench prepared for 
the wounded. He didnot get his^^of cannonading at Cerro G-ordo, 
where he was shot through the chest, and roocived a wound that 
would have killed any but another Achilles. He took position on this 
occasion by tie side of Captain Ih-um., and there stood, until knocked 
over by a maguey plant and soil, torn up by a ball tkat made directly 
for them. Weakened still from loss of blood and suffering, he was 
glad to find any resting-place until he could expose himaelf more 
profitably. Leading the storming party for the nest day, was a duty 
scarcely desirable for tte bravest; yet this gallant Irishman en- 
treated to be allowed to command it — to lead the forlorn hope, in 
person. At one time he thought fais wishes would be granted; he 
communicated the fact to his aids, telling ttem, with flashing oyes, 
that on the morrow they might expect such work as had. not yet been 
seen in Mexico 

At htijl wttolpt est from their labours, but 

u t w — th t h b th t when the brains were out 

th w Id I — b t th t m he changed ; night marches, 

ht w t h g fight n^ u f the wounded, &c., for many 

ght m t )i h f, d the order of nature. On 

th jjht f th 12tl b th p rt ! boured diligently in raising 

b aatw k 1 IT b tt d fortli; the Mexicans were 

f t fy g th d t th ty dm or endeavouring to send, 

f m t t th C tl wh 1 had to check and repel them, 

th k p g p kirm hi 1 1 ry late hour. As the day 

1 w 1 th w k was m d t £ t ] y the batteries, but at the 

mtm g Ippt w making for assault. "When 

t p w fit t th f t f the hill, all around me stood 

b thl I dir tl th y mmenced tho ascent, and the 

ee h th t d ply t tmg w became intensely so. I 

w g th h top h di g t the occasional wild shots 

fr th Ca. tl th t m d t 1 t led for the American troops, 
yet not engaged, about us ; but gaimg most intently on the motions 
of the contending columns, I scarcely dared to breathe. The guns 
from the Castle were in full blast; the iiillsides and summit were 
alivewiththeenomy's light troops, pouring destruction into our slowly 
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ascending columns. But maik the course of things : onward and 
upward, slowly yet surely, moves the Ameriean host; an irregular, 
but fatal fire for the enemy, is heard; irregular, because each indi- 
vidual, or squad, seems to Are and olimb, loading as he can. Is not 
the enemy falling back towards his strong defences 1 Certainly. 
See ! first one spot is vacated, then another — ttey are falling back, 
decidedly, clearly ! Behold, a villanous piece, at a redoubt half way 
or more up the steep — a long twelve, apparently— that is never 
silent ; it seemed at every shot to plough a way through the assail- 
ing column. The deepest pain was expressed in the oountenance of 
every beholder about me. When noticing that piece, every man of 
us felt himself in personal torture. We could not see exactly its 
effects, for a turn of the hill ; but imagination filled out the picture. 
Like some iniafiate mjuster, it passed througli tbo throng of Iiuman 
bemgs eating its wij and leaving a gieat gap behind. But the 
cjlumn, undaunted, moved ite i lily onward ; sometimes there was a 
momentaiy au^iense, but it was for physical obstacles; directly 
again, the onwaid, upward motion was resumed. Tou mayimagine, 
but I cannot di.'fci be, whit the feeling? of the spectators were. I 
thought of all excitements I had ever known, or witnessed, and felt 
how far they fell short of this most engrossing spectacle. There 
were some scores of Americans perched up in trees, and on various 
house-tops, looking over the scene; but the spectators of the other 
side wore in numbers beyond all calculation, — surely there were up- 
wards of one hundred thousand. I looked at the city, where the 
domes and towers of the cathedral, the churches, and convents, were 
blackened with myriads of people— hosts stood upon the house-tops, 
and dense clusters of human beings on every elevation. All the 
wk'l th w k t th C tl g ' ^ Th h ted piece was cap- 

td dhdf mt Impmwre seen to sink in 
th d tch th m t th w 11 =1 th — th y stop to wave the 
g m t 1 fl OS th J g th I d f the closest fight- 

1 h ly th tr I u f 11 1 th 4m rican ensign waves 
th [ d C tl f Oh J itei Jh tr ps most under my 

y w fth 3ddi f gul w th b-igade of the 1st; 

thpt f wndiB witlSth brigade of the 2d, 
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were scarcely to be seen from mj point of observation. We (sur- 
geons) were immediately engrossed in our bloody work, when an 
express came for assistance at the Castle. Meantime, accounts were 
coming in to us rapidly, of oui losses itt capturing that great work ; 
and the &at death I heard of was that of tlie gallant and highsonled 
Major Twiggs, of the Marine corps, wJio received his deati-woand 
through the heart, at the head of a storming party, of which he waa 
commander. In early life he earned merited distinction under the 
immortal Decatur, when his fiigate, the President, after having 
whipped the Endymion frigate, fell a prey to the British fleet. 

I volunteered for the Castie, act out immediately, and i 
there at the finale, when the last shots were be 
the base with the retreating enemy. I had very soon tie si 
of learning that the active piece at the redoubt had done no execu- 
tion whatever, as every shot passed over the heads of the assailants. 
It was not, and perhaps could not have been, sufficiently depressed 
to clear the steep hill below it, 



LETTER XXV. 

The Dend and I>ying-— MMgled Eemains— Troops moving on for the City- 
Want of Comforts for the Wounded — Following up the Division — A Cau- 
tion to keep out of Harm's Way — Icteryiew with Officers at the Oavita 
of Belen— Return to the Castle— Duties there— Stoicism— The Corps of 

City of Mexico, September, 1847, 
Heaps of dead and wounded . presented themselvea to my vision 
on every hand as I approached the Castle. Tie wounded Americans 
were carried in as fast as possible ; tlie Mexicans, though there waa 
every disposition to give them the attention humanity required, had 
to bide their time. Our losses had been heavy, but theirs greater 
incomparably, notwithstanding the shelter they had enjoyed to the 
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last moment from their defences. Their dead bodies lay jn masses of 
tens, twenties, or more, wherever there had heen concentration ; gome 
there were gasping ia the last agonies, with tfieir dark faces upturned 
to the sua, like fish thrown on shore hy the angler, writhing and 
struggling in death ; others lay motionless, but an occasional gasp, 
an upheaving of the chest, aloae gave evidence that the vital spark 
had not entirely fled. Upon entering the Castlo, I was arrested by 
some Mesioan officers, who besought me to see a person, apparently 
a general of&cer, to whom they were attending. One moment suf- 
ficed. A ball had passed through his neck, another thiough his 
head; he was speechless and motionless, the blood was passing into 
his windpipe, but his dying eyes seemed to say he knew hia own 
condition, as I believe he did. As his ease was hopeless, I passed 
immediately on, only pausing a moment to gaze on the fearfiil 
mutilations of the human body lying aronnd. There were crushed 
heads, mangled limbs, and torn up bodies, brains, hearts, lungs, and 
bowels released from their natural confines, eyes hanging out from 
their sockets, and all the lacerations and contusions that follow the 
use of fire-arms, the sabre, or the bayonet. Brave oflicers, who had 
just participated actively in the fearful seene, told me they had 
enough of the horrors of war, and hoped never again to witness 
them. I soon was earnestly engaged in my occupations, lopping off 
crushed limbs, and dressing wounds, snatching occasional moniente 
to glance at the movements of the troops, as they moved along the 
causeways, by the aqueducts, to the city. Along the direct road 
(Belen), for there are two from Chapultepeo, passed Quitman's 
division, with Smith's brigade, of Twiggs', while by the other, or 
San Coame road, Worth and Oadwalader advanced. Eiley's brigade, 
of Twiggs' division, was engaged at the southern gates of the city, 
supporting Steptoe's and Tayloi's batteries, which had been keeping 
up a ceaseless roai since Sunday morning One of the first perbons 
who called my attention it Chipultepec, wis a gillant lieutenant of 
engineers (Tower), who had lendeied distmguihhed sci vices on many 
occasions He narrowlj escaped with his life, as a ball cut the 
skin fioni the edge of hi' foiehead I put on a tempoiary dtetsmg, 
ind hi "^tiitLl off to iLndir ni-n ■^erviCLS ^nd run the f,iuntlet 
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again. The wounded were brought in rapidly ; the "labourers were 
few," but most diligent in their duties ; yet the wounded suffered 
greatly for want of the most commonplace comforts. Such bedding 
as could be collected about the building was spread for them, but 
by far the greater part lay on the floor, or on the forms used by the 
scholars, for the castle was a military academy also, the West Point 
of Mexico. I had been at work for some hours, had attended to all 
of my own regiment who came under my observation, and to as many 
others as I was able to assist, when I felt impelled to go in pursuit 
of the regiment, to render service on the spot. As I passed up the 
causeway, it was strewed with dead; a temporary battery, half-way 
along the road, had been captured, and the head of the column was 
said to be at the city gate. I met many stragglers returning, who 
gave the most discordant accounts of progress. No one knew any- 
thing in general, but only some little bit of detail that had passed 
under his own eye. All joined in one piece of advice — that is, I 
was riding up the middle of the road, with my case of instruments 
under my arm, reminding myself of old Dr. Sitgreaves in the Spy, 
when they advised mc to dismount, and slip along close into the 
arches of the aqueduct, borrowing protection from the jutting sup- 
ports flanking the piers. The devastating and raiing cross-fires 
down the road had taught our people this precaution; and an oblique 
shot passing before me from the Paseo, decided me to follow their 
advice. I accordingly returned towards the Castle to dispose of my 
horse, and trudge up with less pretension. When near there, how- 
ever, I fell in with Surgeon-G-eneral Lawson, who was superintending 
his department with untiring zeal. He told me that the wounded 
from my regiment were all brought off as they fell, and that it was 
impossible for me to leave the Castle. I explained to him my 
wishes and intentions; and, after reflection, he concluded it would 
be advisable for me to follow up the regiment, and learn of the 
commanding officer whether any of his command wanted immediate 
attention. I returned then, and accompanied the Surgeon-General 
to a house, converted into a temporary hospital, a mile from Cha- 
pultepec, where I left him, to purstie my solitary route. The am- 
bulances were bringing back full freights, and wounded mules and 
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the Castle The lltb infantry bad been left m charge, while the 
army pushed on to the uty That regiment with the prisoners, 
the wounded, and the burgecns, were for the night the ocoupanta of 
the foitresi I was fagged with labour, bungiy, and sleepy; but 
there WIS no rest to be had theie Ipiswed the night opeiating and 
asBiatmg the operations of others At timi-i I tbiew my weary 
person down on one of the benches for a littk sleep, to enable mc 
to continue my labours, but bleep had fled far from me, and the 
groaMi and ones of the suffereis, the heai y treid of soldiers bringing 
m wounded, the flashing lights of the surgeons and attendants, dis- 
pelled the hope of a moment's repose. About midnight a con- 
siderate person boiled a little coffee for those who stood in need of 
it, or rather for such as saw it, for all were nearly famished ; and I 
found half a tineupful, without milk or sugar, but aocompanied by 
a little dry bread, refreshing and renovating. Although there was 
immense suffering among the wounded, they bore it generally with 
remarkable stoicism : men in their senses seemed to scorn to com- 
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plain, but lay patiently awaiting the operation, or tiio change that 
was to decide the prospect of life or death. In one instance, while 
taking off the forearm of a rifleman, a sturdy son of the Emerald 
Isle, with a shattered wrist, he conversed calmly during the ope- 
ration, uttering not a groan; and the arteries were scarcely tied, 
before be was smoking a pipe borrowed from a comrade. Men 
seemed to feel cut off from human sympathies, and certainly wore 
not unnerved, as is so common in civil life, by the kind and gentle 
attentions of friends- 

I must offer a paesing tribute to the diligence and zeal of my 
colleagues; some of whom passed hour after hour, night and day, 
without pausing for a moment's rest; scarcely eating or sleeping 
for several successive days and nights. The medical corps of the 
army needs no eulogy, being equally distinguished for intelligence 
and high moral chai-acter ; while among their temporary associates, 
there are many young men of superior acquirements, who are taking 
valuable lessons in this great school for practice. 



LETTER XXVI. 

Unconditional Surrender of the City — Occupation of the Citudel — Street 
JFighting — Rifles versus Eseopets— Proelamationa— A sad City— Decked 
out witli Flags — Return of tlie Absent — Slvifting Quarters — I'atality 
among Field-Olfioers. 

City of Mexico, Septombor, 1847. 
DmtiNG the night of the 13th, our ta'oops were making the ne- 
cessary preparations for bombarding the city. Worth's division 
was in occupation of the garita of San Oosme, and Quitman's of 
that at Belen. While anxiously waiting for the morning guns, 
that seemed now to be a matter of course, the news was passed that 
the Mexican army had vacated the city, and that the civil authori- 
ties had offered capitulation to the Commander-in-chief. Quitman 
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ODCUpied the citadel immediately, leaving tliere in garrison the 2d 
Pennsylvania volunteers; he then moved on to the grand plaaa, and 
palace, Seott rejected all terms with the citizens, requiring an uncon- 
ditional surrender, which couH no longer be refused. He entered 
the city triumphantly eai-ly on the morning of the 14th ; the stars 
and stripes were already waving over the national palace of Mexico ; 
and we thought all contest was for a time at an end; not so, how- 
ever. Santa Anna had opened the doors of the prisons, and turned 
out thousands of felons, who, arms in hands, opened an unexpected 
fire in all quarters oa our troops in the streets, while the assassins 
were half concealed on the house-tops, and sheltered hy the parapets. 
The fire was quite destructive, and the more exasperating, as foul, 
unexpected, and cowardly. The villains were as unsnccessfiil as 
their army had been. In a little while our troops were on the house- 
tops; the unerring rifle was opposed to the murderous eacopet. 
The Mexicans were worsted, as they always had been; they were 
driven from house to house, and from square to square, leaving 
their dead and wounded behind them. Worth's division surprised 
them, as at Monterey, by perforating the walls of the houses, and 
ascending upon them from below. Mountain howitzers were placed 
in lofty towers, which dismayed, as they dispersed, the felon army. 
It was a day's work, however, and even on the 15th and 16th, there 
was occasional skirmishing, receding from the centre to the outskirts 
of the city. G-eneral Scott issued a proclamation to the citizens, 
denouncing such warfare after the city had been fairly surrendered, 
and threatening the destruction of houses, and the execution of the 
occupants, wherever it was sanctioned or allowed. Holding in the 
other hand the olive branch, he expressed a most anxious wish to 
preserve the lives and property of citizens ; he warned his own 
troops, at the same time, from any acts of injustice or unnecessary 
violence, under the severest penalties. The city authorities also 
published a proclamation, deprecating the attempts of the populace 
to oppose us. They declared that such warfare was only calculated 
to bring vengeance on peaceful and quiet citizens, and that the army 
having fied, such resistance was wholly unavailing. Between the 
proclamations, and our sharp-shooters, quiet was gradually ri 
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and the troops went into quarters, Tlie gallant Marines occupied 
the national palace, whicli tboy found infested hy thieving le^eros, 
who were ejected at the point of the bayonet. 

My own time was occupied passing to and fro, between the city 
and Chapultepec, where a large portion of the wounded remained 
for some days after the fall of the former. A general appearance 
of gloom pervaded the andeEt city ; few persons were seen in the 
streets ; the shops were all closed ; grim artillery pieces stood as sen- 
tinels at the heads of the streets lead ng from the palace square ; 
and the Mexican dead lay, tor a t me whe e th y fell, unburied. 
Waving flags, whether of trii e or bea ng the arms f neutral na- 
tions, flung out from. every hous gave nmcth ng of a holiday 
aspect to the silent mansions and poke ot 1 ving tenants within. 
In time, our missiag friends who were not at Bi,len, came dropping 
in ; they, in the boat of the pursuit, had taken the course of the 
1st and 8d divisions from Cbapultepee, and were for a time with the 
gallant Cadwalader, doing brUIiant service. Some from the other 
divisions, tad taken our course in like manner. All had enough to 
do, and how they did it needs no comment. The troops found only 
temporary quarters until a distribution could be made in reference 
to garrisoning the city; ours moved, for instance, to the Aduana 
(custom-house); thence to the spacious Dominieaa convent at hand; 
and finally to a building used as a military college, in the street 
leading from the palace to the garita of San Antonio, near which 
was quartered the entire volunteer division. The command of our 
brigade fell on Lieutenant-Colonel Watson of the Marines, as since 
its formation bis seniors had all been removed from the line of 
duty, — General Shields, by a most formidable wound of the ai'm, 
by which he was entirely disabled ; Colonel Burnett, of the New 
Yorkers, by a desperate wound of the foot ; Colonel Butler, of the 
Palmettos, by death on the battle-field, and Colonel Itoberts, of the 
Pennsylvanians, by illness.* It may be added, too, as illustrating 
the scenes through which the brigade had passed, that nearly all the 

* It is inaccurately stated that the Pennsy Irani aus belonged to Sliields' 
brigade. The regiment formed part of Quitman's division, but waa not 
brigaded. 
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field-officers had been killed or wounded; th«s, of the Lieutenant- 
Colonela, Dickinson, of the Palmettos, and Baxter of the New 
Yorkers, had given their lives to tkeir country, and G-eary, of the 
Pennsylvanians, received an honourable wound. 



Note. — The admirable report of GEeneral Soott contains nearly 
everything in relation to the taking of Chapultepec and the city, in 
the way of exact knowledge, that would interest the general reader ; 
the author, therefore, tMnka he could not do better than to extract 
freely from it, di'awing at the same time moderately from other 
sources of information. 

The General opens by giving his reasons for striking at the city 
by Chapultepec, instead of by the southern entrances. The city is 
described as standing on "a slight swell of ground near the centre 
of an irregular basin, and is girdled by a ditch in its greater extent 
— a navigable canal of great breadth and depth — very difficult to 
bridge in the presence of an enemy, and serving at once for drainage, 
custom-house purposes, and military defence, leaving eight entrances, 
or gates over arches, each of which we found defended by a system of 
strong works, that seemed to rei^uire nothing but some men and guns 
to be impregnable., 

" Outside, and within the cross-foes of those gates, we found to 
the south other obstacles, but little less formidable. All the ap- 
proaches near the city are over elevated causeways, cut in many 
places, (to oppose us,) and flanked on both sides by ditches, also of 
unnaual dimensions. The numerous cross-roads are flanked in like 
manner, having bridges at the intersections, recently broken. The 
meadows thus chequered are moreover, in many places, under water, 
or marshy ; for it will be remembered we were in the midst of the 
wet season, though with less rain than usual, and we could not wait 
for the fall of the neighbouring lakes, and the consequent drainage 
of the wet groimds at the edge of the city — the lowest in the whole 
baain," 

The General having made a personal reconnoisance of the southern 
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entranoeB, under cover of POlow's division and Riley's brigade, in 
presence of a fourfold number of the enemy, determined to seek less 
unfavourable approaches, but by a. feint to keep him under the im- 
pression that the attack was to be made by those entrances, accord- 
ing to his anticipations. G-eneral Scott then " ordered Quitman's 
division from Goyoacan to join Pillow, hy daylight, before the 
southern gates, and then that the two major-generals, with their dJvi- 
sjons, should, hy night, proceed (two miles) to join me at Tacubaya, 
where I was quartered with Worth's division. Twiggs', with Riley's 
brigade, and Captains Taylor's and Steptoe's field batteries, the latter 
of twelve-pounders, was left in front of those gates, to manteuvre, 
to threaten, or to make false attacks, in order to occupy and deceive 
the enemy. Twiggs' other brigade. Smith's, was left in supporting 
distance in the i-eax," &c. "The stratagem against the south was 
admirably executed throughout the 12th, and down to the afternoon 
of the 13th, when it was too late for the enemy to recover from the 
effects of his delusion. 

"The first step in the new movement was to carry Ctapultepcc, 
a natural and isolated mound of great elevation, strongly fortified at 
its base, on its acclivities and heights. Besides a numerous garri- 
son, here was the military college of the republic, with a large num- 
ber of sub-lieutenants and Other students. These works were in 
direct gunshotof the village of Tacubaya, and until carried we could 
not approach the city without making a circuit too wide and too 
hazai-dous. 

" In the course of the same night (11th), heavy batteries within 
easy ranges were established. Numbers 1 and 2, commanded by 
Captain Drum, Lieutenant Andrews, temporarily, of the artillery, 
and Lieutenant Hagner of the ordnance, were supported by Quit- 
man's division ; and numbers 3 and 4 were commanded by Captain 
Brooks and Lieutenant Anderson, of the artillery, the latter alter- 
nately with Lieutenant Stone, ordnance, and supported by Pillow's 
division. Captains Huger of the ordnance, and Lee of engineers, 
traced and constructed the batteries, assisted by the younger officers 
attached to them. The batteries were intended to prepare the way 
for assault. Recent captures had not only trebled our siege-pieces. 
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bat also our ammunition ; and we knew we should greatly augment 
both by carrying the place. 

On the morning of the 15th, PUlow and Quitman had been in 
position since early on the night of the 11th. Worth was ordered to 
hold his diTision in reserve, near the foundry, to support Pillow ; 
Smith's brigade was ordered to support Quitman. Riley's brigade 
continued actively engaged before the southern gates, with Taylor's 
and Steptoe's batteries, " holding there a great part of the Mexican 
army on the defensive." 

Additional storming parties were fiimished; from Worth's divi- 
sion, 250 men and officers, under CaptainM. Huger, of 2d artillery, 
to Pillow; and from Smith's brigade, another, under Captain Casey, 
2d infantry, to Quitman. Each of them was supplied with scaling 
ladders. At a concerted signal the columns advanced to the assault 
" with an alacrity that gave assurance of prompt success." General 
Pillow was struck down by a wound as he advanced ou the west side, 
and his command devolved on Cadwalader. One brigade of Worth's 
division (Clarke's), was ordered to support Pillow at his call. 

" The broken acclivity was still to be ascended, and a strong re- 
doubt, midway to be carried, before reaching the Castle on the heights. 
The advance of our brave men, led by brave ofBeers, was necessarUy 
slow, though unwavering, over rocks, chasms, and mines, and under 
the hottest fire of cannon and musketry. The redoubt now yielded 
to resistless valour, and the shouts that followed announced to the 
Castle the fate tbat impended. The enemy was steadily driven from 
shelter to shelter. The retreat allowed not time to fire a single mine 
without the certa,inty of blowing up friend and foe. Those, who at 
a distance attempted to apply matches to the long trains, were shot 
down by our men. There was death below as well as above ground. 
At length the ditch and wall of the main work were reached; the 
scaling ladders wore brought up and planted by the storming parties ; 
some of the daring spirits, &st in the assault, were cast down, killed, 
or wounded; but a lodgment was soon made, streams of heroes 
followed; all opposition was overcome, and several of our regimental 
colours, flung out from the upper walls, amidst long-continued shouts 
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and clieers, which sent dismay into the capital. No scene could have 
been more animating or glorious. 

"Major-General Quitman, nobly supported by Brigadier-Generals 
Shields and Smith, his other officers and men, was up with the part 
assigned him. Simultaneously with the movement on the west, ho 
had gallantly approached tie southeast of the same worlts over a 
causeway witt cuts aad batteries, and defended by an army strongly 
posted outside, to the east of the works. Those formidable obstacles 
Quitman had to face, with but tittle shelter for his troops or space 
for manceuvring. Deep ditches, flanking the causeways made it 
difficult to cross on either side into the adjoining meadows, and these 
again were intersected by other ditches." Smith's brigade was 
stretched out to the right to present a front to the enemy outside, 
and to support Quitman's storming parties, commanded, the one by 
Captiun Gaaey, 2d infentry, until, when wounded, he was relieved by 
Captain Paul, and the other by the gallant Major Twiggs of the 
Marine corps, who fell at the head of his party, when he was suc- 
ceeded by Oapttun Miller, of the 2d Pennsylvanians. Paul's storm- 
ing parties took two batteries, many prisoners, &c,, while Miller's 
accompanied Shields' brigade and the Pennsylvania volunteers, 
crossing " the meadows in front under a heavy fire, and entering the 
outer eScIoBure of Ghapultepec, just in time to join in the final 
assault from the west." 

General Scott then compliments officers, regiments, &o., particu- 
larly distinguished ; including all the general officers, the voltigeuts, 
the 9th and 15th infantry ; the storming parties ; Colonel Clarke's 
brigade, &c. ; and portions of the United States Marines, New York, 
South Carolina, and 2d Pennsylvania volunteers, which, delayed with 
their division (Quitman's) by the hot engagement below, arrived 
just in time to participate in the assault of the heights, particularly 
a detachment, under Lieutenant Eeed, New York volunteers, con- 
sisting of a company of the same, with one of Marines;* and an- 
other detachment, a portion of the storming pai'ty under Lieutenant 
Steele, 2d infantry, after the fall of Lieutenant Gantt, Tthinfanfci-y." 

* Under Lieutenant D. J. Sutherland, of that corps. 
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In the mean time, the heavy batteries under the officers first men- 
tioned, and superintended by Captain Huger, did faithful service ; 
wSiile practicable they kept up their fli-e over the heads of our troops, 
and thereby kept the force in the Castle reduced to its minimum; 
a mountain howitzer, under Lieutenant Reno, of the ordnance, ac- 
companied the Voltigeura. 

The operations of the troops heretofore mentioned, were on the 
west, southeast, and heights of Chapultepec. At the base of the 
mound, to the north, where it was inaccessible, the 11th infantry, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Hebert, and the 14th, under Colonel 
Trousdale, with Captain Magruder's field battery of the 1st artil- 
lery, "had some spirited affairs against superior numbers," drove 
off^ the enemy, captured a battery, &c. 

When the Castle was taken, the Goncral-in-chief ascended to the 
top to get a full view of the field before him towards the city. The 
two roads, passing, one to the right, to the garita of Belen, the 
other to the left obliquely, to intersect the weateni or San Cosme 
road, are each " an elevated causeway, presenting a double roadway 
on the sides of an aqueduct of strong masonry and great height, 
resting on open arehea and massive pillars, which, together, afibrd 
fine points both for attack and defence. The sideways of both 
aqueducts, moreover, are defended by strong breastworks at the 
gates, and before reaching them." 

" Worth and Quitman were pi-ompt in pursuing the retreating 
enemy— the former by the San Cosme aqueduct, and the latter 
along that of Belen." 

Clark's brigade and Cadwalader's were immediately ordered by 
General Scott to accompany Worthj while Pierce's brigade was or- 
dered to join Quitman — the heavy artillery to follow each column 
as soon as practioable. The 15th infantry, under Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Howard, was left to garrison Chapultepec. General Scott ac- 
companied Worth along the road to San Coame, and found no 
obstacles prepared for the occasion, to repel him; at the first bat- 
tery, or line of defence, there was not a single gun, which proved 
to him that the enemy expected us to fail at Chapultepec, 
or that if successful, the attack against the city would continue 
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from tbe south, wliere Twiggs was still keeping up actiYe, but do- 
Ittsory operations. 

As Worth entered the suhurhs of San Cooine, he was assailed 
from windows and hou'ietops He crdereJ ft rwarf the mountain 
howitzers, "preceiid hy bkirmi^hers and pionctis with pickaxes 
and crowhars to torce windows and dooii, or to buiiow through 
walla. The a'fsailant? were soon put m an e juality of position 
fatal to the enemy ' By 8 o clock in the evening Worth had car- 
ried two batteries in this suburb. (At the taking of one of these 
"it heaome necessary, at all hazards, to advance apiece of a/etiUery 
to the evacuated haitery of the enemy, intermediate between us and 
the garita. lAewtenant Hunt was ordered to execute this duty, 
which he did in the highest possible style of gaUanfyry, equally sus- 
tained by his veteran troops, mth the loss of one killed and four 
wounded out of nine men, dkc. Seaching the breastwork, he became 
muzzle to nwmzXe with the enemy. It has never been, vny fortune to 
witness a more brilliant exhUifion of courage and conduct." JTortA.) 
Between 8 and 9 o'clock, Riley joined Worth with his brigade of 
Twiggs' division ; earlier in the evening, Steptoe's battery rejoined 
Quitman. 

Scott, knowing that San Cosme afforded the easiest entrance to 
the capital, only intended Quitman to manoeuvre before, and 
tlireaten Beien, to favour the main attack by Worth; as Beleu was 
directly under the guns of the strong fortress called the Citadel, 
and within convenient supporting distance from the southern gates. 
The largest force was assigned to Worth for the main attack. 
Quitman understood this distinctly; "but being in hot pursuit, 
gallant timself, and ably supported by Brigadier-Generals Shields 
and Smith, — Shields badly wounded before Chapultepec, and re- 
fusing to retire, — as well as by all the ofB.ceis and men of the column, 
Quitman continued to press forwaid uader flank and direct fires ; 
carrying an intermediate battery, and then the gate, before 2 o'clock 
in the aftemoon, but not without propoitionate lofs, increased by 
his steady maintenance of that position ' 

Here fell the gallant Captain Drum and Lieutenant Benjamin of 
the ith artillery; Lieutenants Moragnt, anl Cinty, of the South 
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Carolina volunteers, and many lirave non-oommissloned officers and 
men, besides many of all grades, wounded. Quitman, within the 
city gate, passed the night making preparations for taking the Cita- 
del, &c., but meantime a deputation from the ayuniwmienio (city 
council) offered tho capitulatioa of the city ; Santa Anna, the army, 
and the government, having fled under cover of the dai'kness. 
General Scott refused all terms escept such as were imposed by 
himself and required by the dignity and honour of his country. 

The city was taken possession of on the morning of the 14th, 
when the street fighting commenced, and continued until suppressed 
as mentioned in the letters. 

Our total loss on the 12th, 13th, and 14th of September, 
amounted to, killed, 130, including 10 officers ; wounded, 703, in- 
cluding 68 officers (many of the wounded have since died) ; miss- 
ing, 29. Total 862. 

Our grand total of losses in the valley of Mexico, amounted to 
2703, including 383 officers. 

" On the other hand, this small force has beaten, on the same 
occasions (all the battles of the valley), the whole Mexican army, 
at the beginning, of thirty odd thousand men, posted always in 
chosen positions, behind entrenchments, or more formidable de- 
fences of nature and art ; killed or wounded of that number, more 
than 7000 officera and men; taken 3730 prisoners, one-seventii 
officers, including 13 generals, of whom 3 had been presidents of 
this republic ; captured more than 20 colours and standards, 75 pieces 
of ordnance, besides 67 wall-pieces, 20,000 small arms, aa immense 
quantity of shots, shells, powder," &o. 

The remains of the Mexican army were dispersed in various small 
fragments " without raagaaines or a military chest, and living at 
free garters upon their own people." 

The author has made such copious extracts from General Scott's 
report, that neither time nor space will allow him to draw upon 
others as their interesting contents merit. He will, however, add 
a few more, drawn from the lucid report of General Quitman, and 
others, as illustrations of the course of events on the great occasions 
under notice. 
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" Pereeiving tliat all preliminary dispositions were made (for tLe 
assault at Chapultepeo), Major Gladden, with his regiment (Pal- 
metto), having passed the wall hy breaching it, the New York and 
Pennsylvania regiments having entered over an abandoned battery 
on their left, and the battalion of Marines being posted to support 
the storming parties, I ordered the assault at all points. 

"The storming parties,* led by the gallant officers who had 
volunteered for this desperate service, rushed forward like a resist- 
less tide. The Mexicans; behind their batteries and breastworks, 
stood with more than usual firmness. For a short time the contest 
was hand to hand ; swords and bayonets were crossed, and rifles 
clubbed. Kesistanoe, however, was vain against the desperate 
valour of our brave troops. The batteries and strong works were 
carried, and the ascent of Ohapultepec on that side, laid open to an 
easy conquest." 

Captain Casey was disabled by a severe wound, and his command 
devolved on Captain Paul, 7th infantry, who distinguished himself 
greatly. " In like manner, the command of the storming party 
from the volunteer division devolved on Captain James Miller, of 
the 2d Pennsylvania regiment, by the death of its chief, the brave 
and lamented Major Twiggs, of the Marine corps, who fell on the 
first advance at the head of his command." 

"Simultaneously with these movements on our right, the volun- 
teer regiments, with equal alacrity and intrepidity, animated by a 
generous emulation, commenced the ascent of the hill on the south 
side. Surmounting every obstacle, and fighting their way, they 
fell in and mingled with their brave brethren in arms, who formed 
the advance of Major-General Pillow's column. Side by side, amid 

* Quitman's storming parties were 13 officers and 250 man, of Twiggs' 
division, Belect«d for the occasion from the Rifles, 1st and 4th artillery, mid 
2d, 8d, and 7th infantry, under command of Captain Casey, 2d infantry; 
and another of 120 officers nud men, of the volunteer diviBion, under com- 
mand of Major Twiggs, of the Marines. A pioneer storming party of olioioe 
men, also selected from the volunteer division, and under command of Cap- 
tain Reynolda, of the Marines, was provided with ladders, pickazes, and 
crows, to accompany Twiggs' s 
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the storm of battle, tlie rival colours of the two commands struggled 
up the st«ep ascent, entered the fortress, and reached the huildings," 
&e. General Bravo, the commander of the Mexican forces, was 
taken prisoner by an officer of the New York volunteers. 

As large bodies of the enemy were on the direct road to the city — 
(the road, it must he remembeied, is "a broad avenue, flanked by 
deep ditches and marshy grounds on either side," the aj^ueduct, or 
its series of aiches, passing along the centre) — GeneraJ Quitman 
ordered his command forwaid as soon as supplied with ammunition, 
drove back the enemy, took a strong battery thrown across the road 
about a mile from Chapultepec, which resisted obstinately, but was 
carried by assault by the Rifles, who were in advance, with the aid 
of an eight-inch howitzer under Captain Drum. The column was 
here reorganized for an attack on the batteries at the city gate 
(Belcn). The Rifles and Palmettos were placed in advance, "three 
rifles and ttree bayonets under each arch," supported by Shields' 
brigade, Marines and New Yorkers, the Pennsylvania regiment, and 
Smith's brigade, "with a part of the 6th infantry, under Major 
Bonneville, who had fallen into this road. In this order the column 
resolutely advanced from arch to arch of the aqueduct, under a 
tremendous fire of artillery and small-arms from the batteries at the 
garita, the Paseo, and a large body of the enemy on the Piedad 
road to the right, extending from the left of the garita." A de- 
stnietive enfilading fire from that road was stopped by a few rounds 
of canister from a piece under Captain Drum, and Lieutenants Ben- 
jamin and Porter. "At twenty minutes past one, the garita was 
carried, and the city entered from that point." General Santa Anna 
commanded in person at the garita, until he no longer hoped to save 
it, when he repaired to th t at '^an C m , "there to try his fortune 
against General Worth." 

"On our approach to th ga ta a I ly of the enemy, who were 
seen on a cross-road threaten ng our 1 ft were dispersed by a brisk 
flre of artillery, from the lir t n of the San Cosme road. I take 
pleasure in acknowledgin tl t th as nable aid came from Lieu- 
tenant-Oolonol Duncan's battery, which, had been kindly advanced 
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fi-om the San Cosme road in that direction, by Greneral Worth's 
orders." 

The capture of the garita by no means stopped the fight. Our 
heavy ammimitioa was soon expended ; the enemy, pereeiviBg which, 
"redoubled their exertions to drive ns ont of the lodgrnent we had 
effected. A terrible fire of artillery and small-arms was opened 
from the citadel, three hundred yards distant, from the batteries on 
the Paseo, and the buildings on our right, in front. Amid this iron 
shower, which swept the road on both sides of the aqueduct, it was 
impossible to bring forward ammunition for our large guns. While 
awaiting the darkness to bring up our great guns and place them in 
battery, the enemy, under cover of their guns, attempted several 
sallies from the citadel and the buildings on the right, but were 
readily repulsed by the skirmishing parties of rifles and infantry. 
To prevent our flank from being enfiladed by musketry from the 
Paseo, Captains Naylor and Loeser, 2d Pennsylvania regiment, were 
ordered with their companies to a low sand-bag defence, about one 
liundred yards in that direction. They gallantly took this position, 
and hold it in the face of a severe fire, until the object was attained. 
At night the fire of the enemy ceased." At dawn of day a white 
flag was brought General Quitman, smiendeiing to him that for 
tress, while " Captam Steptoe was preparing hit, hedvy missiles," &e 

A single estrdct fium the repoit of Captain M igrudci, of the 3d 
artillery, 'showing the tpirit of tin. ciitmy with whom we had to 
lontend may be lUowed to close the excerpt'!, perhaps tjo finely 
used, m the preceding pages It is t) leooid what he calls "a 
miserable tnck, which, upon this occasion, might have cieated much 
inconvenience to my batterj Soon after the re-entrance of the 
civilry (diiven back to then entienchmcnts by the batteiy), a 
Mexican wi.s seen running from the forts to us, and shouting 
The ofliccrs and men naturally ciowded mto the open space to le 
ceive hira fr hear what he had to say, when one jt lur officers, who 
had been at Monterey, came up, and recognising the trick, ejplaiued 
it in a monient, — ^the object of the enemy being that we should 
crowd forward, attracted by this appeal to our sympathy on the part 
of a deserter, and when a sufficient number should be collected thus 
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togethe w th t t m t 1 a spot of which he had 

measured h g * pi d h h 11 in rapid suecession and 

to dcatr j Th t j h w w forthwith ordered to their 

posts ; d I h I 1 1> t m t I the caissons and liiabeirs re- 
moved firth t th wh th or four sheila hurst, Yerj 
rapidly th t f th t f tunately without any mate- 
rial iaj y t t — w d h w two places, an officer of the 
15th, wh w t mp Ij 1 ty w th t." 

Like tl t (.h p It p th trick, without hurting our 

people, ly -v d t h w th 1 w uroes to which the great 
army of MexiLo was driven by a mere handful of brave men, led on 
by skilful and scientific officers. 



LETTER XXVII. 

Amusementa versus War — Supposed Causes of PuitaUty among the Wounded 
— -Lookiag for a Boarding-house — Taie Meals at a French Hotel, in the 
Street of ihs Holy Ghost — Earthquftke— Followed by Seo-sj'cAness — Gene- 
ral Quitman made Civil and Military Goveraor — Martial Law — Pillage 
not allowed— A Contribution leiied — Hiiinane disposition of it. 

City of Mexico, October, 1847. 
A FORTNIGHT after getting into quarters, the dangers and hard- 
ships of the battle-field were rarely recurred to, and all the great 
and stirring events that occurred since we reached this valley seemed 
to be gliding, among the actors, into the realms of oblivion. But 
we know that a great reacting swell will one day return here from 
our country and the world, and that the details so familiar, and trite 
even, on the field of action, will resound through the regions of all 
civilized, nations. Few, however, I believe, think much, either of 
the past or future; the temptations of a great capital are daily un- 
folding themselves, and young and old join in the pursuit of plea- 
sure. The hospitals alone show that wo oame here on no holiday 
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excursion ; and many a good fellow, whose heait is panting for out- 
door enjoyment, lias to lie patiently on his rough couch, waiting for 
time and the doctor to repair his "shivered timbers," A good 
mirnhcr of wounded died after reacliing the hospitals, as much from 
previous exposure and frequent changes of place, as from the vio- 
lence of their wounds. The fatality, indeed, caused many of the 
men to belicTc that the Mexicans had used poisoned weapons, hut 
without sufScieiit reason, as the deaths bore no unusual proportion 
to the injuries inflicted, allowing for the circumstances. It was es- 
tensively circulated and believed that the Mexicans used copper 
balls, with what truth I know not ; but a canister shot I picked 
up at Ohapultepeo, and supposed to he copper, was in fact bell- 
metal, and was probably converted into its present use from motives 
of expediency or necessity on the part of the enemy, and not with 
the barbarous intent of inflicting poisonous wounds. 

When not engaged in professional duties, which are stiil quite 
onerous, I have generally passed my time in search of a quiet abode, 
where, dom.estioated with a respectable family, I could cultivate the 
language, and gain an insight into the manners and customs of the 
people, as ?hown in private life. The search has been useless, how- 
ever; no resident family, of moderate respectability, appears to be 
willing to admit inmates upon anything like the footing of boarders. 
I had at length to take to the dernier resmrt, of " mine inn," where, 
with some friends, we enjoy a very pleasant, though somewhat ex- 
pensive, mess, under the supervision of a taut and tidy French- 
woman. We are living in hired quarters, near the barracks, and at 
some distance from the fonda; which last has not only the recom- 
mendation of a rosy-cheeked, bright-eyed landlady, balancing about 
on the meridian of eight-and-twenty, but it is remarkable for its 
cleanliness and the excellence of the table. If ever you come to 
Mexico, that you may find it without difficulty, proceed to Holy 
Ghost Street (Calle del Espiritu Santo), and look out for the Bazaar 
de Qi-andes Muebles ; enter the clean and spacious court thereat, 
and ascend the broad stairway, at the head of which you will he met 
by Madame, all smiles, who, for the moderate sum of seven dollars 
a week, will give you daily breakfast and dinner, and a splendid one 
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too ; but you must pay as much more for lodgings, and trifling extras 
will triple the first charge. Tou oajmot miss the place, as every 
shop almost in the street belongs to El Ei^irUu Santo ; thus we 
have the Holy Spirit's Tailor Shop, (Sastrerta del Espirifu Santo,} 
The Holy Spirit's Shoemaker Shop, (Zapateria del Espiritu Scmlo,') 
&o., all ia one Ticinity. 

Our people were much startled one flue morning not long sinoe, 
by the occurrence of an earthquake of some violence, though by no 
means a first-rate specimen. Tct it was enough; many of us, in- 
cluding myself, were made deadly seorstck, before we had time to 
imagine the cause of it. I did not believe my own senses, that the 
massive walls before me were in motion, but thought the apparent 
motion was owing to gome unaccountable dizziness that had seized 
me, and that I was reeling, as was probably the case. But shouts 
of " Earthquake 1" from the men, and the sight of hundreds of pros- 
trate and kneeling Mexicans in the streets, soon explained the case. 
The heaving of the earth made on me exactly such impression as is 
made by a heavy groim-d medl at sea; and many complained that it 
left upon them a giiasi'sea^sickness for several days. The city would 
probably have been levelled to the ground long before this, but that 
it stands on a soggy soil, that checks the vibrations of tho earth, like 
the deadening of elasticity by a pith ball, suspended between those 
of ivory. I was told that upon the first shock, while the Mexicans 
ram out to pray, many of our troops ran instinctively to their anna. 

General Quitman, the able and gallant commander of the volunteer 
division, was appointed by the Commander-in-chief, civil and military 
governor of the city, very soon after our possession. Martial law 
prevails, and plunder and pillage, that some thought the lawful right 
of the victorious army, are most strictly forbidden. The regulation 
appears to me equally just and wise; just, because thecity surrendered 
promptly and unconditionally, as soon as freed of the army that en- 
slaved it ; wise, because we have every reason to believe that had 
the troops been allowed to load themselves with plunder, it would 
have led to a great increase of immorality in the army, to the sub- 
version of discipline, and probably enough to utter destruction. The 
courage and bearing of the army are above all question; it has achieved 
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more than wonders- During the late actions it caused a loss to the 
enemy, in killed, ■wounded, and prisoners taken, equal to its own 
complement at its fullest, that is, of between ten and eleven thou- 
sand persons, besides dispersing many times that number, in addi- 
tion. Upon enteriag this city, of near 200,000 inhabitants, it pro- 
bably numbered but little over 5000 duty men, for we had an 
e number of sick, besides the killed, wounded, and missing, 
n and moderation were therefore eminently necessary, and both 
i that we should not exasperate the citizens by robbing 
them, on the one hand, nor receive among us the certain seeds of 
destruction on the other. The conquering Spaniards, who preceded 
us here, three hundred years ago, were nearly brought to annihila- 
tion by their ill-gotten wealth ; Hannibal lo'<t Rome by the corrup- 
tion sown in his army while revelling m the spoils of Italy ; the 
wary Alexander led his Greeks to endless ton jucst by making a 
bonfire of their riches gained in war, firit throwing m his own. 

Greneral Soott allowed no plunder, but he demanied of the autho- 
rities a moderate contribution of ?150,000 to hi, pud m four instal- 
ments, of which sum he made the foil jwing humane distribution : 
" Seventy thousand dollars shall be apprnpnat^id to the purchase of 
extra comforts for the sick and wounded in hospitals ninety thou- 
sand dollars to the purchase of blankets and shoes for gratuitous 
distribution among the rank and file of the ^rmy and firty thousand 
dollars reserved for other necessary military purposes." 
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J.KTTEfi XXYTir. 



New Quarters— The City not on Dry Land— Bi-aoltish Water— DrinMng 
Water — Aguadores^AmuaeniBnts — El Teatro ^omojiO^—Paaeo— Alameda 
— Renewing Aoquaintanoo — A Repast of Sweetmeats — Mexico TrttTestied 
-— Tlie Leperos or Gteassrs — Marriage truly de convenance. 

City of Mexico, October, 1847. 
Mt rooms are now ia the Calk del Pttente de Jesus (Street of 
the Bridge of Jesus), and are compai'atively very comfortable. 
We occupied hitherto, officers and men, quarters at the Escuela 
MiHtar, a recently evacuated military college, held, however, by 
regular trooje during our approaeh to the city; we found it, 
like all other Mexican barracks, filthy in the extreme, and swarm- 
ing with vermin. As the officers had not sufficient room, we left 
there, a portion of us, rejoicing, hiring our present rooms through 
the quartermaeter. It is maium pToMbituin, to occupy private 
quarters except by permission of the occupants or owners, who re- 
ceive a fair rent. This street, as many others, is called of the Bridge, 
because, in former days, bridges and boats were required in nearly 
all parts of the city, and the name is retained, though the bridge 
has long since given way to a low, substantial pavement. Its sacred 
designation, which sounds so irreverent in our ears, is less so appa- 
rently, according to the Spanish pronunciation Hai sons The city 
was formerly very subject to inundations during the \erfljw ot the 
neighbouring lakes ; the immense drain, however one of the most 
remarkable works of the kind in the world, now sa\es it fi m such 
inflictions; still, it stands on but a crust of mide loil and a hole 
dug anywhere to the depth of three or frar feet hnds biackish 
water. The drinking water is brought from i distance (the nearest 
from Chapultepeo,) by the aqueducts so often mentioned that enti,i 
by Belen and San Cosme. There are abundant f unt ii s m van us 
parts of the city, supplied byt he aquedti t« jnd a ■^et of m n 
(aguadores), water-carriers by profession, fuinish families with th 
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precious fluid, which they carry in hugo earthen jars, suspended 
from tte head by straps, and balanced, the larger one in front by 
the lesser between the shoulders. Two or three clacos, (eight elacos 
to the real, or 12i cents,) will procure a day's supply. 

Amusements are abundant now; more abundant, to my taste, 
than attractive. The city has five theatres, — the Naeional, for 
instance (lately de Santa Anna., but judiciously rechristened as 
Ilia star was sinking), is among the first in the world, and only 
surpassed perhaps in size and magnificence by the Scala, at Milan, 
the San Carlos, at Naples, the Taoon, at Havana, and one or two 
others. There are now engaged fragments of various companies, 
Italian Opera, French, Spanish, and American actors, whose prin- 
cipal business is to amuse our army. I attended onco or twice, but 
finding only a military audience, familiar feces, I determined to wait 
until the good people of the city chose to display there their band- 
some features- Sunday is the great day for amusements; the 
theatre, circus (a company came with the army from the States), 
bull-fights, and other diversions, are in fiili operation. The Paseo, a 
beautiful diive, lilte an ancient raee-conrse, straight for nearly a 
mile, shaded with young trees on both sides, with sidewalks and 
atone seats, its bubbling fountains adorned with sculptured figures, 
is frequented daily by the wealthy residents, in coaches and on 
horseback. On Sunday, however, when the sun is disappearing in 
the western horizon, it is absolutely crowded, and is the best place 
for seeing the fair and fashionable of Mexico. The Alameda, a 
beautiful park near the Paseo, is laid out in smooth walks diverging 
in rays from equidistant fountains; noble old trees shade the walks, 
and the intervening plots are of bright green grass, enamelled with 
shrubs and flowers. But walking is not fashionable in Mexico ; so 
the Alameda is generally relinquished to the French inodistas (dress- 
makers, &o.), and others, who are too poor to breathe the aristocratic 
dust of the Paseo from their ooa«h windows. 

From my engagements, I did not immediately look up my friends 
from San Augustin, but latterly have spent several pleasant even- 
ings with them. The old gentleman is an oracle of Spanish and 
Mexican history. His favourite topic is, of course, the Peninsular 
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war, m wliicli lie plajed a put m his fouitli aottf the seyeii iget, 
He is a widower, but tis two s-ons with their fimiliea live in adjoin 
ing houses, they are verv polite and gentlemanly, and their wives, 
no longer stranger's, aie lefaned and handsome women MexiLjn 
ladies appeax to live on dvlces (sweetmeats'), and this appears not 
only m the sweetness of then dispositions, but always on their 
evening tables The mode is, to dme about fi\e o clock, then to 
drive to the Paseo, and upon the return, when it is quite dark, to 
take a course of ddc^ and chocolate I was invited to one of these 
repasts a few evenings ago, tteie was a beautiful display rf cut 
glass and silver, and sweetmoits enough fcr a regiment of Anie 
ricans. There was a variety of hne winc« and litjueura, some sand 
wichcs, imported cheese bread, ( ikes, and the unfailing chocolate 
I certainly never saw mi le beautiful sweetmeats, nor tasted finei , 
but my Virginia taste dwelt on the few substantials piesent and I 
punished most the Galicia ham and the rich, fragrant X/'ies (sherry) 
that flanked it I knew my beaimgs with ihem I/a &eno) t graced 
the heajl of tte tible 

Mexico his undergone somewhat the same external revolution is 
the other utics through which our aimy has passed. Thus, al! 
public and prominent places are frequented by crowds of our country- 
men ; tavern ind store signs aanotince American occupation ; so that 
a stranger, let down dmong us without a knowledge of recent events, 
would he sadly puaaled to know into whoso kingdom he had 
fallen. The republican flag of the stars and stripes waves over the 
(once) vice-regal palace ; the Anglo-Saxon tongue prevails therein ; 
but without is a medley, in which a modified idiom of the Castilian 
predominates. Besides, the houses are all Spanish; the iron-grated 
windows are a sufficient proof of that ; and a mongrel, motley race, 
swarming in the streets, make it plain that tie town is not what we 
oall American. These are the leperos (or lazzaroni, in Italy), a half- 
naked set of meslizos, with brown hides, blackened by dirt and sun, 
whose profession consists, sometimes, of a little honest labour, enough 
to eke out their gains by begging and robbery. They are probably 
the lowest people in the civiliaed world, with no ideas of decency or 
morality. Marriage is rarely practised mnong them, except fuera 
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de la, ighsia, or behind the church I have been told by an intel- 
ligent citizen, that for one couple niained, a hundred live togetker 
without the ceremony. It is in sheer contempt of morals, for while 
considcrahlc fees arc paid to tlio chuieh tor the marriage of people 
in high life, the poor have but little to pay, and the veiy poor 
nothing. The marriages are truly de convenance; a man hires kim- 
self to a gentleman as porter, or other servant, marries one of the 
r faithful and attached husband nntU he 
generally no longer. These worthy people, 
known as greasers among the Americana, constitute a large propor- 
tion of the citizens of this fair metropolis. 



LETTER XXIX. 

A EeturDing Train— The Grand Plaza — Catiedral— Palace— Shops— A 
Tiiumplial Column— Grave Toys — Climate— An Exoiirsion to Guadalupe 
— A Miraculous Pajiiting — The Cathedral — A Generous Host — Distribu- 
tion of the Volunteer Division, 

City of Mesioo, NoYerober, 1847. 
On the 1st inst. (Fiesta de todos hs Santos), a considerable train 
left here for the great depot at Vera Cruz, and with it many distin- 
guished officers (including Major-G«nerai Quitman"), who returned 
to the United States on account of impaired health wounds, or for 
private reasons. When the numerous wagons, ambulances, travellers, 
soldiers, horse and foot, music, &o,, were issembled la the grand 
plaza, and the line was seen forming, and estendmg, and slowly 
receding from the sight, and we bid adieu to the homeward bound, 
many a stout heart had to acknowledge the finking that marks not- 
talgia, a disease that has no pathology, and yet thit his proved so 
often fatal. After a "last fond look," I turned to walk around the 
now half deserted, but never lonely plaaa It is a noble square, 
presenting perhaps a thousand feet on even side On the noith is 
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the immense cattedral, with its walla Kighly ornamented witli flgurea 
in stucco, carving, and gilding; its pilasters and towers, its domes 
find turrets, and its deep, rich, musical hells, whose full tones first 
rouse the drowsy citizens from their slumbers in the early watches 
of the morning, cheer at intervals their daily lahours, and warn 
them of the hours of rest in the stillness of the night. On the east 
is the palace, a long, unpretending edifice, much more republican in 
appearance than name ; it occupies a square, frontiiig only on the 
plaaa, and embraces at once the executive mansion, the halls of the 
legislature, the supreme court of justice, and, in rear, the mint. On 
the south and west are long portales, giving shelter to numerous small 
venders, who plant their tables and stalls against the columns, while 
the rooms in rear, on the ground floor, rejoice generally in the gaudy 
ornaments of fancy stores. The upper apartments are private dwell- 
mgs In the centre of the jlaza stands the pedestal of what is to 
he a g eat ti umphdl c lun n which when coinpleti,d (if ever) w 11 
be unsurp '('^ed n America The design ii to be seen in the | rint 
shops To comj lete the beauty of the i laaa tour large fo intams 
thi jwmg I p lofty jets l(a-> are to be placed interme Uite between 
the Ljlumn and the angles 

On All b uh Dxy the tables m the poitales weie more than 
usudUy laden w th to'vs f r the childien but of an unusual k nl 
and o mmcmonti e f the oixasion Thus the little ones were re 
galed with deaths heads and cr ss bones of sugii ton 1 moiu 
menta uane an I other mementos of tht, destroyei that know no 

AVe find th s :.lim te lom what o^criatel we ha\e had mmy 
days of law damp cheerles weathe mo e disagreeable and moie 
injurious too, than a muoh greater depee of diy cold Duimg a spell 
of the lormer, in October, there was great mortality among chionic 
cases of diseise; and wounds that had been doing well previously, 
btoke out ifiesh, and in some cases proved fatal. Yet the geneial 
uniformity ot the climate is so great, that, from all I i,an learn, that 
terrible scouige of the more varying regions of the North, tubercular 
phthisis, IS here almost unknown.* The mean annual tempeiature 

* There is perhaps no part of the world more free from tubercular oon- 
anmpUon than the interior of Meiieo. 
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of the tiarras JHas, upon which we stand, is given at 63° F., hut 
there is considerable variation, as in winter there is sometimes frost, 
though rarely. There is no provision whatever made against cold, 
except in the thickness of the walls ; fire-ptaees and cHmneys are 
unknown ; but during a cold spell the brasero is introduced with a 
glowing fire of charcoal, 

I took passage a few days ago, witk some friends, in a diUgencia, 
to the renowned village of Guadalupe, a place of no small note in 
Mexico, as the seat of the miraculous appearance of Miestra, Sehora 
to a poor Indian, who was pursuing his lonely way over the rugged 
mountain. Every writer on Mexico gives the details as an item of 
the national history, so I shall only trouble you with the following 
outline, as currently stated in the country. NueUra Senora showed 
herself to the Indian, gave him some instructions, and directed him 
to report what ho saw and heard to the metropolitan bishop. In 
obedience to his instructions, he repaired to the bishop, who paid 
no attention to the account he gave ; a second appearance and a 
second message met with the same incredulity and indifference. Our 
lady appeared a third time to the Indian, and directed him to gather 
some of the flowers at his feet (on a rugged rook, where not even a 
blade of grass had ever been seen before), to wrap them in his coarse 
apron of ayate, and carry them to the bishop, with instructions as 
before. 

The man obeyed faithfully, told the bishop what had occurred, 
and mentioned the wonderful growth of the floweis , when the bi'ihop 
asked for them, the Indian unfolded his apt on, when, instead of 
flowers, a painting of the blessed donor, ot surpas'fing lovelmesi, was 
found on this rough canvass. 

The bishop immediately erected a chapel in commemoiation on 
the rock where the flowers were found The first chipcl, thiugh 
not small, was soon found not capacious enough fni the thousancb 
of devout pilgrims who thronged to the ^hime so ■* micniflcent 
cathedral and a spacious convent rose at tho foot of the hiU , and 
the obscure G-uadalupe was elevated to the dignity of an episcopal 
see! The cathedral church is among the handsomest I have ever 
seen; its proportions are vast, without being colossal, and though 
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Liglily adorned, tte ornaments are all in good taste, and well 
arranged. Tte churoh is extremely rich and abounds in the pre- 
cions metals. A large balustrade, three feet high, of pure siher, 
encloses the gi-and altar, and extends on either side of a paasage-way 
in the body of the church to the choir, a distance of perhaps forty 
feet. The wondei-ftil painting is suspended over the grand altar. 
There are many paintings and models on the walls, deposited by 
pious persons, oommemorating miraculous cures obtained (they say) 
through the intercession of Nuestra Senora. On the hillside is a 
stone wall, built to resemble the sails of a ship, erected there by a 
Spaniard, in aclcnowledgment of her assistance in rescuing him from 
shipwreci. At the foot of the hill is a sacred fountain, muddy to 
the sight and disagreeable to the taste, but it has some medicinal 
properties, perhaps from containing salts of iron, and all pilgrims 
drink of it. A kind publican took us to his house ; we ordered 
refreshments pretty freely, and we were not a tittle surprised when 
he refused all compensation. He was hy birth a Oorsicau, but having 
resided in Philadelphia, he looked upoE the United States as his 
adopted country. The bishop is said to be " an humble, simple- 
hearted old man, whose only pride and pleasure appeared to be that 
he was the familiar servant of Nuestra SeHora de Guadalupe." 

Having taken leave of our kind host, we hired a coche, and the 
driver, mounted as usual on the near mule, feeling elated perhaps 
at the prospect of an extra real from the lively Americanos, drove, 
or rode like mad, to the city, offering no chance to the gentle- 
men of the road, who so often delav travellers outside of the city 
gates. 

When General Quitman retired from the command, hi« division 
which reflected honour on him as it reuened it from him wa* dis 
tributed. The sturdy sons of Pennsyl^inid ^ad ^ew \oik were 
assigned to General Worth ; the chivalrous Palmettos and the gal 
lant Marines to General Twiggs. 
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LETTEK XXX. 



Tlie Cathetlral — Less OmBmented than formarly — Numeroua Chapels — 
Want of CleanlineBS — The Churohes of the Profesa and St. Francis— 
Padrea — On the Miasion — General Character of Mexican Clorgj— The Bad 
most Coaspioooua — A Remarlsahle Brotherhood— Wants a Counterpart. 

City of Mexico, November, 1847. 
On Stmdaj I attended 'misa inayor (high maae), at the Cathedral, 
where one may generally hear some good music. This imoienae 
edifloe is full of costly ornaments, though its riches are probably 
oTerrated. It is true, tliat before our arrival, many precious articles 
were removed for fear of pillage ; and that the government has from 
time to time levied heavy contributions on the sacred ornaments of 
gold, silver, and precious stones, to fill the empty treasury (or the 
pockets of the empleados), so that. former accounts, which were 
truthful in their day, perhaps, are not so now. The much-vaunted 
balustrade of gold alloyed with silver, does not contain one paitiole 
of either ; or it belies its looks and smell, which savours more of the 
Irazen serpent than' of the golden calf. On the grand altar is an 
immense tabernacle of silver ; but gilding, carving, and bronze, are 
much more abundant. The first object presenting itself on entering 
the bniHingis an enclMurefor the musicians, between two immense 
organs, in the body of the church, each of which exceeds thirty feet 
in height. The next object is the high altar, sun-ounded by the 
famed balustrade, which, leaving a passage-way enclosed by it, con- 
nects the chob' and sanctuary. There are between twenty and thirty 
altars in the church, ten, I think, on each side of the nave, shut out 
from it by handsome gilt open-work, so that they may be all seen, 
in succession, each altar being in a separate apartment or chapel. 
Withal, the Cathedral* is not attractive generally, because it lacks 

* An exterior ornament of the Cathedral, the great calendar stono of the 
Aztecs, attracts always the attention of the antiquary. TJie Aztecs, it is 
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the air of neatness, tidiness, or comfort ; there are no pews, and the 
rough wooden floor is neglected and dirty. Things are differeut at the 
chiirch of the Profeia, where cleanliness and taste are conspicuous. 
That, and the ohurcli at the ConTcnt of St. Francis, are the most 
frequented by the ton of Mexico; the Cathedral is generally aban- 
doned to the humbler classes, except on great occasions. I may 
remark that the ^ad,res of the Profesa and San Francisco bear the 
best priyate characters of any of the regular clergy of this city ; the 
former, I am inclined to believe, are allied to the Jesuits; who, 
though banished from Mexico, were perhaps the most exemplary 
labourers ever employed in this vineyard. It was for that reason, 
probably, that they were expelled. The Franciscans contested the 
palm with them especially upon the missionary field. Other 
ordere were less succe^ful. " The first minions of old California 
were formed in 1698, by the Jesuits. Under the management of 
these fathers, the savages had abandoned their wandering life. In 
the midst of arid rocks, of brushwood and bramble, they had culti- 
vated little spots of ground, had built houses aaid erected chapels, 
when a decree," &c,, banished them from Spanish dominions. The 
governor who was to carry out the decree, expected to moot an army 
of their proselytes armed to defend them Fir from this being 
the case, however, he beheld only venerible piiesta w th silver 
white hair, coming humbly forward to meet h m The Jesnits 

were accompanied to the place of their embirkit on by the whole 
body of their parishioners, in the midst of sobs and exclamations of 
sorrow." The Franciscans succeeded them with s icce^a but the 
Dominicans, who obtained the government f a port oil of the mis- 
sions, "either neglected, or managed them instilf lly "The 
Franciscans, on the contrary, constitute the hipp nebS of the In- 
dians. Their simple dwellings have a most pietuics jue appearance. 
There are many of them concealed in the interior of the country. 
Ear from military posts ; their safety is in ured by the universal 
respect and love with which thoy are treated — MaJte Br n. 

generally kaown, calculated time with more aoc aev than the most en- 
lightenel nationa among tJio smcienta ; this huge sttine >s theretore a relic 
of great interest. 
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It would, f erkipo, Ije ilifficult to esplam wliy when tlie Ji'^mts 
were expelled, mmy others were allowed to remain in quiet pos&es 
'ion, who, without the energy, zeal, or leainmg ot ikit t^mous 
rdci, were not free fiim thpii ijnputed faults Cfmmjn rumoui 
has A greit deal to ^aj agsmat the clergy of the present daj, who 
lie condemned mdisciimiaately by most travelleis, "md even their 
cwn ccuntryinen speak of their faults and tollies without leseive, 
though they say there are many good and exempUry men among 
them There is i well known oider heie, OBce di'tioguiahed for 
prictical charities, whose lives were spent in siii-h duties as lansom 
ing captnes triversing for this ohject the distaat and hostile sjil 
ot the mfidel and heathen j now alas unless belie 1, their b\es, in 
this country, are as scandalous a« once creditable to Christendom 
In thus holding up the ckaiactei ot these fraih'', it is with no m 
tintion of reflecting on tke religion tkey p? o/ess, but do not prac 
tise I do not piopose to discuss the national faith cf Mexico, but 
the national customs as they ippeir to me The genera! thiracter 
of the clergy, is a sufficient proof of what, to the American requires 
no proof — tkat is, that the connexion of church and state is recipro- 
cally detrimental. A church, glutted with temporal riohes, naturally 
attracts its host of office-seeheTS, whose hearts would be far from it, 
were not the frmmre there. One remark must, in justice, be made 
of the Mexican clergy — a remark made to mc by an intelligent 
resident — the idle and bad are always most prominent to strangers; 
while the virtuous and conscientious quietly pursue tteir cotirse 

The author of tie " Year in Spain," gives the following lively 
sketch of fi'iars he haii seen : " Like the other hermits the hermano 
mayor wore a large garment of coarse brown cloth, girded round the 
middle with a rope, and having a hood for the head. The only 
covering of his feet consisted of a coarse shoe of haJf-tanned leather." 
The dress, or a similar one, is common to many friars, but, " as he 
now stood before me, in addition to the effect of his apostolic gar- 
ment, his complexion aad his eye had a clearness that no one can 
conceive, who is not familiar with the aspect of those who have 
practised a long and rigid abstinence from animal food, and every 



.yGoogle 



140 EL PUCHBEO, OE 

exciting aliment. It gi\es a luttre, a ^jjiritual int 11 f, n t th 
coTintenance that has somothmg sa'nt like and di¥in and th ad 
venturous artist who would essay to trace the iin ajn. nts f h 
Saviour should sook a model m some conTent of Traj j t L thu 
sians, or in the ethereal region of the desert of Cord a — (A \ 
in Spain.) The author gives a most interesting account of a visit to a 
hrothcrhood at the place just mentioned, where the hrethron, under 
the superior he describes, earn an huiahle and simple livelihood hy 
faithful manual lahour. I fear that worthy fraternity haa uo coun- 
terpart in Mesieo. 



LETTER XXXI. 

First News from Home — Madame Calderon's " Life in, Menieo" — Beggars — 
Robbers — Penalties of Wealth — Politioal Misrule— A Visit to Chapultepeo 
— Cypress of Montezuma — A Tertulia— Diversion a — The Women — Mjstio 
Studies — Blue Eyes— Social Reserve — A Murdered Body. 

City of Mexico, Deoembor, 1847. 

On the 18th ultimo, we had the pleasure of receiving, for the first 
time, a mail, bringing letters from home. The dates were old, hut 
having had no tidings whatever, since leaving Camp Vergaia, on the 
beaoh, they were highly acceptable. You may conceive the happi- 
ness, and misery too, perhaps, diffused by the arrival of a large mail 
among such a number of people, so long from home ; hut after the 
first glow of pleasurable excitement, when the letters have been read 
and re-read until every little item of detail is familiar, there succeeds 
a melancholy reaction, because one feels his loneliness and desolation 
the more, as the home-scenes are now brought more vividly to his 
memory. Never in my wanderings do I feel a sadness more oppres- 
sive than that which follows even the most cheerful letters from the 
family circle. 

I have lately been reading Madame Calderon's " Life in Mexico," a 
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charming work, a little too highly coloured perhaps ; hut she was 
here under the most faTOurable circumstances, and if everything 
appeared to her ^'coulevr de rose," it was the more pleasant for her- 
self, and the more entert^ning for her readers. I know an excellent 
couple here, who first met at the grand English ball mentioned in 
the work; tho lady says Mrs. Calderon does great injustice to the 
fair aes of Mcsico, and that such ia the general sentiment, tut my 
opinion ia, that she has drawn a very fair picture indeed. 

As I write, I have to atop my eais to shut out the stentorian 
hawling of a lusty hegg'vr, who, planted across the way opposite my 
window, has kept up a ceaseleis Are on the passers-hy the entire 
morning ; he inv ke"* alms in the name of Nuestra Sehora de Gua- 
dalupe, por el nombre fintisiimr de Jesus, and of all the saints ia 
the calendar; ■in d though his words are pious and respectful, his 
manner indicates that he has the will to take vengeance, vi et wrmis, 
on all who neglect to drop their nute into his ever-extended palm. 
His song is never the more agreeable for preserving always the same 
high pitch, without culcn:,e or inflection. This ia the land where 
beggars and rohhera are m the ascendant, ^ar excellence. Madame 
Calderon says, ind I have no doubt iuatly,that the leperos consider 
begging more reputable than service ; the free prowling wolf, before 
the well-fed mastiff, with his chain and collar. As to rohheries, 
great and small, they are perpetual ; and moat householders, ujion re- 
tiring, have their loaded fire-arms at the head of the bed. Murder 
and robbery go frequently hand in hand, and this blighted country 
groans in the depths of social misery. Wealthy proprietors, lords 
of immense estates, have told me they would sell all for enough to 
secure a moat moderate income in other lands ; but who will buy ? 
They are, like the veriest serfs, chained to the soil ; the rich man is 
doomed; now a prey to a rapacious government, now the victim 
of ferocious robbers, agdnst whom the government gives him no 
protection. So great is the misery of the better classes, that many 
families are preparing to leave for ever a land, where, tantalized hy 
the gifts of fortune, they have found nothing but dregs of bjtterneea. 
If you speak to a wealthy Mexican of peace, he shrugs his shoulders, 
and sighs, "In your happy country," he says, "you know and 
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enjoy peace ; here, alas I we know it not, nor can we hope to know 
it. Even now, oveirun by a conquering army, we enjoy more tran- 
quillity than under the government of our own factious rulers, when 
free from foreign war." 

A friend and myself rode out some days ago to Chapultepeo : it 
is a beautiful drive of three miles, and a favourite resort of the 
Mexicans when making &fite ckam/p&tre, or dia de campo. I have 
given you some accounts of the Castle, which is remarkable, among 
other things, for offering from its roof one of the finest views in the 
worid; but not to the building do the pic-nic parties repair; there 
is, at the base of the hill, a grovo of surpassing magnificence : car- 
peted with luxuriant grass, and well provided with rustic benches. 
A venerable cypress, known to be at least four hundred years old, 
and that is still flourishing, attracts great attention; Monteauma 
3sed in the shade (mh tegmine-ciipremi) of its wide- 
[ branches, and it now bears bis name, "The Cypress of 
" The trunk is forty-one feet in oiroumferencG, yet 
the height is so majestic, as to make even this enormous mass 
appear slender," — (Ward.) The Castle was built by the Viceroy, 
El Gonde de Galves (who gaye nanie to Galveston), for a summer 
palace, but its site and strength drew upon him the suspicion of the 
Spanish government ; and Lis palace was easily converted, by the 
latter, into a fortress. No despot could have wished a more elegant, 
or a more safe retreat. 

Returning, in the evening, I had the pleasure of attending a to-- 
tulia, given by an English lady. It was a very agreeable little 
reunion, and gave the few Americans, who had the e^Uree, an oppor- 
tunity of meeting las Mexicanas in company. The entertainment 
was very hke ours, in the United States ; we bad music, dancing, 
and cards; the senoritas waltzed to perfection, and flirted their fans 
with the peculiar grace of the daughters of Spain. We had fine 
music, amateur and professional, songs in French, Spanish, and 
Italian, with piano accompaniment. It seems to be the custom for 
a performer to play for the singer ; the lady rarely sits down at the 
piano to play her own accompaniments. The advantage of this is 
manifest, as it allows the freedom of attitude, and expansion of 
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chest, necessary for a full devolopmeut of the vocal powers. The 
mammas chaperoned the daughters, and watched them, with the 
tender anxiety to be seen in all countries; while the more callous 
paja'S retired to an adjoining room, to enjoy, in peace, their cards and 
'^egara They stuck to these like the sages immortalized by Mustapha 
m 'Salmagundi; heedless of gay mu'iic and the giddy waltz, they 
njsed not their eyes from the hieroglyphic papers before them, until 
Btiniulatt,d mto a ponscjowneif of animal life, by the diffused fra- 
grini,e uf generous wmes Then for a moment, they were very 
cheertul, until the talismin departed, whpn they relapsed gravely 
mto the depths ot thfii deyutiuns Some tt the girls were quite 
pietty, though there was le^s beauty than maybe always seen among 
the same number at home. The mammas will pass, if they incline 
to corpulency, but otherwise the elderly, or middle-aged women of 
Mexico are far from handsome. When the dark brunette, charming 
perhaps in youth, has subsided into a dull yellow, and the once full 
face has become wrinkled and skinny, the last traces of beauty are 
more than effaced But fair fat and forty ai-e not uncommon in 
Mexico; indeed some of the fiiest women I ha e eve teen are 
Mexicans, with eyes a br ght ind as blue ai any t m he no th 
of the Ehine Such Lea tea abounl n Span imong the fair 
daughter- of the G-oth n p ov nces that rema ned free irom 
Moorish domin on 

A tetluha n these 1 y^ s not to le neglectel as the company 
assembles, if not relu tantly tt least m fear ami treml bng The 
gentlt, Mezicanaa fear equally the ?«(? o of he own oo ntry and 
the American soldiery; and while they could find it in their hearts, 
doubtless, to smile a little upon the gallant invaders, prudential 
reasons keep them generally within a wall of reserve that our war- 
rior beaux find harder to penetrate than were the massive atone walls 
of their mansions. 

On the way home, in the small hours, I met a party of policemen 
having in charge the body of a man just murdered; a matter of 
small note in Mexico. 
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LETTEE XXXII. 



An Altec Bella^General Condition of the Indians — Their Character— Num- 
liers — App aarano c — Afflictions — Capacity — li eligion — Mixed Race— Chft- 
racter of Lepcros— Thej may be made Good Citizens by Rigorous Rnle — 
Note: Suspension of the Aicabala, 

Mexico, December, 1847. 
I MET in company, a few evenings since, a young Miss of pure In- 
dian blood, wlio was reputed wealtliy and accomplislied. Her father, 
herself, and a boy, said to be a lineal desoendant of Montezujna, are 
the only representatives of the aboriginal race I have met with, or 
heard of, in society. Tho Aztec features are far from handsome, at 
least when compared with the Caucasian, but the young lady, I have 
no donbt, would pass for a beauty in the celestial empire, except that 
her feet could not now be compressed into "golden lilies." Her 
cast of face was decidedly Chinese. A common origin may account 
for this, as in all probability the Aatees, as well as other Indians of 
this continent, draw their descent from some branch or branches of the 
great Mongol race. As their origin, however, is a bone of conten- 
tion among the philosophic inquirers into the history of the human 
race, I will venture no further remarks on that subject. The Indians, 
who come daily under observation, may be more properly discussed. 
Once lords of the soil, their highest offices now, as a general rule, 
are the menia! tasks imposed by their present masters. They are 
not slaves, it is true, by law, and yet in condition and appearance, 
they appear inferior to the negroes of the Northern Republic. 
Throughout the United States, even in those where slavery is most 
unmitigated, every man of the coloured race has his stamp of indivi- 
duality, and not a few, respectable consideration ; while among these 
fi-eemen, it is hard to estimate any one among them as other than an 
animal from the herd — rare, indeed, is it to see one, to whom you can 
attach the idea of an identitT/, that may raise him above, or distin- 
guish him from, the lowliest of his unhappy brethren. 
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Humljoldt estimated the mimber of Indian residents in tlie city at 
33j000 J which number has protably increased considerably, though 
a large proportion of those who may be seen daily in the streets are 
from the surronnding country. They come in in files, more than 
half naked, men and women, carrying heavy burdens on their backs, 
like so many pack-mules. The poor women carry, besides, in most 
cases, miserable little pledges, strapped to their shoulders, whose 
young faces have the gravity of premature age, looking as if con- 
scious of their race's degradation. The Indians have continued to 
increase in population in spite of many inflictions of the three great 
scourges, war, pestilence, and famine. They have been visited at 
various times by the small-pos ; and by a much more formidable 
disease, known among them as motlaxakuatl, said to bear some re- 
semblance to the black vomit, to which malady, however, they are 
but little subject. Humboldt quotes from Torquemada, that in 
1545, the matlaaahuatl carried off 800,000, and in 1676, the im- 
mense number of 2,000,000. He thinks, however, the fatality was 
overrated. The hard laboui nf the mines, for which their slight 
forma were httle fitted, cairied off \ great many in the earlier days 
of Spanish rule , but a wiser policy corrected the evil by moderating 
and subdividing the labours 

Famine has, at timei, proved veiy desolating, as the Indians, 
" naturally indnlent, contented with the smallest quantity of food 
on which life can be supported, and living in a fine climate, merely 
cultivate as much maize, potatoes, or wheat, as is necessary for their 
own maintenance, or at most for the additional consumption of the 
adjacent towns and mines. The inhabitants of Mexico have in- 
creased in a greater ratio than the means of sutraistence, and accord- 
ingly, whenever the crops fall short of the demand, or are damaged 
by drought, or other local causes, famine ensues. "With want of 
food comes disease, and these visitations, which are of not unfrequent 
( very destructive." — (Humboldt's Travels and Re- 

•-) 

The same author remarks of the character of the Indians. " The 
men are grave, melancholy, and taciturn ; forming a striking con- 
trast to the negroes, who for this reason are preferred by the Indian 
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women. Long hatiituated to slavery, they paticatly suffer the pri- 
vations to which, they are frequently subjected; opposingto them 
oaly a degree of cunning, veiled nnder the appearance of apathy and 
stupidity. Although destitute of imagination, they are remarkable 
for the facility with which they acquire a knowledge of languages ; 
and notwithstanding their usual taciturnity, they become loquacious 
and eloquent when excited by important occurrences." 

It is by no means rare, now-a-days, to see them "excited" into 
loquaciousness, by nothing more important than mescal or pulque ; 
whether eloquent, or not, is more than I am able to testify. The 
Indians generally are a peaceful and harmless class, without, appa- 
rently, any wish or hope to improve their condition. They regularly 
attend divine service, where their manner indicates genuine devotion ; 
yet is said they have not entirely forgotten the gods of their fore- 
fathers. Mr. Bullock, in 1823, obtained leave to disinter the image 
of the goddess Teoyanicjui, of which he took casts, exciting the 
laughter or contempt of the whites, while the Indians looked on with 
feeUngs of reverential interest. They may have regarded it with a 
superstition transmitted from their ancestors, through a concealed 
traditionai-y current, or merely as a memento of the days of their 
national pride and glory.* Many of the remoter tribes from the 
city yet retain their native freedom, their fierceness, and their wor- 
ship. Our army had even been threatened with the Indios Bravos, 
that is, the Apaches, Lipans, and others, who, we were told, were 
to fall upon us in coanexion with the regular troops of Mexico. 

The broken-spirited sons of the soil in this vicinity, are meastirably 
free from vices towards their white neighbours, but the ungainly 
descendants of the two races, the mestizos, combine the evil qualities 
of both, with little comparative improvement from the admisture of 
European blood. They constitute about one-fourth part of the 
population of the city; from them are taken generally domestic 
servants, &o., while they furnish too, the worthy fraternity of begging 
and robbing Jep&ros. Mr. Brantz Mayer, of Baltimore, has given of 

* With tke fall of their national pride fell their national crime of human 
saorifieea, a depravitj, auffioient of itself to justify tlie conquest, even ac- 
cording to tte views of this age. 
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3 charmiflg characters a most correct and liyely picture in his 
g work on Mexico, to which I can add nothing; but I 
have thought a quotation from Cervantes, in the "Year in Spain," 
would apply to them, admirably, by substituting for ffvpsies, leperos, 
thus: "It would seem that the leperos were solely bom into this 
world to fill the station of thieves. They are brought up among 
thieves ; they study the profession of thieves ; and finally end by 
becoming thieves, the most current and thorough-paced on the face 
of the earth." They seem to be out of the pale of the law, and are 
the terror of all good citizens. Yet they are not utterly intractable. 
Under the old Spanish regime, when the laws were sometimes well 
adminktered, even the leperos were brought into subjection ; as, for 
instance, during the term of the Viceroy Revillagigedo, who, by a 
system of rigid justice, little tempered with mercy, conducted the 
ship of state better than was ever done before or since, either under 
monarchical or republican rule. 



Note. — The ftusp^nsion of the onerous alcahala, or excise law, by 
order of the Amerit.an authorities, was hailed with delight by the 
Indians who traffic with the city. The nature of the law is probably 
known to the reader. It is an odious tas on every species of barter 
and sale, from the transfer of a great estate down to the commonest 
necessaries of life sold in the markets. The poor Indians, who in 
some eases bring on their backs heavy loads of humble produce, from 
a distance of twenty or forty miles, or even more, are aiTcsted at 
the city gates, obliged to deposit their burdens until they get a cer- 
tificate at the custom-house of having paid the alcabala. Their 
patience is often abused both at the gates and the custom-house, 
they are rebuffed and delayed by the officials, and sometimes lose 
a whole day in buying permission to sell a few reals woi^th of market- 
ing. 

The alcabala is a legacy of old Spain ; it was introduced there to 
defray the expenses of wars against the Moors ; after the wars, how- 
ever, it was found so very convenient in filling the royal cofiers, that 
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it obtained the honour of perpetuity. It was introduced in due time 
iato Spanish America, and fell heaviest of course oa the humblest 
classes. The Indians, who had suffered so longundor the infliction, 
could Bcarcelj believe their senses when tboy found " free trade" 
allowed them, " j Vivan los Ameneanos !" they cried with enthu- 
siasm: "iTivan los Americanos!" 



LETTER XXXIII. 

CaSeio's Benefit — Sable Harmonists — ^Rumonrs of Insurrection — A Sermon 
—Tile City— Humboldl^Origin of the Name of Mexico— Tlie Valley— 
Streets — -Houses — Awnings — Peculiarity in Naming the Streets — Origin 
of the Former City— The Present not on a Firm Foundation — Disappear- 
ance of Lakes— Saline Deposits — Church of Nueatra SeEora de Lorato. 

City of Mexico, December, 1847. 
One evening last month, we had aa entertainment at the Teatro 
Nacicnal, far surpassing the average there. It was on the occasion 
of Canete's benefit; she is the presiding genius of the Spanish com- 
pany in this city, and is really a most gifted woman. She has the 
versatUity of Mrs. Fitzwilliam, who has afforded us so much amuse- 
ment, but she is of a higher order of talent. On that night she 
took the leading parts in the Gamin de Paris, and Loan of a Lover 
(both in Spanish), and, without knowing a word of English, she had 
the taet to make the plays intelligible, by her inimitable manner. 
The congregated thousands there (for the immense hoi^e was fdl 
to overflowing), gave long and loud shouts of approbation, and at 
the end, she came forth with a set speech of " tanks," in the prettiest 
English that was ever heai-d, though it was harder to be understood, 
I must say, than her pure CastUian. The Mexicans have no aetors 
worthy the name ; Italy, JEVance, and Spain, however, make up the 
Q the acts we wore favoured with fine music by 
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tte oteliestra; dancing \>j Goaze, a Spanish Celeste; and a variety 
in the diversion hy the introduotion of a troape of iSable Sarmontsts, 
whose familiar songs were received with roars of applause, A few 
resideat ladies appeared in the hoses, for the first time since our 
arrival. The theatre was highly adorned and hrilliantlj illuminated. 
On enteriEg, the lofty pillars of the vestibule were seen dressed with 
lights and fiowers, and beautiful transparencies, while two of the hest 
bands of our army lent their attractions, givmg forth rich strains to 
the open air. 

We hear reports, every now and then, of insurrection, and no 
doubt such projects have been, and perhaps are still on foot; tie 
annihilation of our army is, ot course, the object intended ; this we 
do not fear ; but we have to beware ot the midnight assassination of 
individuals or small parties ; many stragglers have been already cut 
off, but commonly from their own reckless imprudence. 

On Sunday, I heard a sermon at the convent church of San Au- 
gustin : it was a very good one ; the padre recommended earnestly 
the practical virtues, and in his discourse, there was nothing to 
which the most thorough Protestant could object, escept occasional 
appeals to Nue^tra Senora Santi£vm,a. His manner was frank and 
sincere, utterly free from ckp-trap, and that striving after effect 
which so often destroys the merit of the best composed sermons. 

You want a general description of the eity, which I cannot well 
give, formaUy, though I will try to throw into my letters, without 
much regai-d to system, such facts as I can gather, either from ob- 
servation or books, where the latter do not run counter to the former. 
The learned and diligent Humboldt is the pioneer, ia general science, 
of this country, and his immortal works the source from which most 
succeeding travellers have drawn their data. Nature has changed 
not at all, since his visit; and society, less, perhaps, than in any 
other country on the continent of America. Scientific knowledge 
was so limited in this country, and so little was known, that it re- 
mained for him even to settle tie latitude and longitude of the 
capital ; the maps were so inaccurate, " that the inhabitants were 
thrown into consternation by the occurrence of a total eclipse of the 
sun, on the 21st of Febraary, 1803 ; the aimauaes, calculating from 
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a false indication of the meridian, haTing announced it as scarcely 
visible." — (Humboldt's Travels, &c. ; Harper's F. L.) 

The city takes its name from the ancient war god Mexitli (alias 
Suifelipochdi), though it was more commonly called, before the con- 
quest, TenochtitloM. It stands about in the centre of the remarkable 
valley, or basin, s ften m nt' n d a. f mod by a mountain circle, 
which springs frmh fjp n f4 ahv.ac (the great plateau, 
or table-land of h s mm f li C dillera). Looking in any 
direction from a p n f a ab the house-tops, this chain 
presents itself a a an f fr m w nty to thirty miles, like a 
barrier cutting off nmuni an h he surrounding world. To- 
wards the southw an as w w e in perpetua) view, form- 
ing part of the r g h n w wi ed Popocatapetl and Istac- 
oihuatl, whose g an u ke ha f h boundless ocean, seems to 
preach of etemi y The y n weaiy of resting on them, 
as they are ever ub m an b au ul. 

The streets of he c y a p f y vel, and as rectangular as 
those of Philadelphia. The houses are built of hewn stone of two 
kinds, a "porous amygdaloid, and a glassy felspar porphyry;" they 
are plastered, or paint«d, ia light colours, and are uniform in their 
ten'aced roofs and iron balconies. Oyer the latter, when the sun is 
pouring down his ardent rays, are flung white or fancy-coloured 
awnings, screened behind which the fair eenoritas, partially or en- 
tirely concealed, make their observations on the living current below. 
The effect of a long line of awnings, as down Plateros Street, &o., to 
the Alameda, half a dozen squares, is picturesque and beautiful. 
One of the peculiarities of the capital is, that the name of a street 
continues only with a square, to the annoyance and confusion of 
strangers. Suppose, for instance, Chestnut Street, in Philadelphia, 
were to be named after the Mexican style, we would have as many 
streets as squares, thus there would be State House Street, Hotel 
Street, &c., and enough throughout the city to confound even her 
own keen lawyers and sharp-scented police. 

The ancient Mexico stood upon an island communicating by dikes 
with the main land. You remember the legend of its origin : that a 
few poor adventurers were directed by their oracle to locate a city 
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where tLey should find an eagle resting on a nopal, and tliat the spot 
was found amidst the waters of Lake Tesooco. Here, in 1325, they 
fixed their residence, founding their humble city in the waves, like 
the Venetians, rather for protection from strong and hostile neigh- 
bours, than from deference to the onwsle. When it grew to greatness, 
and fell into the power of the Spanish conquerors, they destroyed it, 
to build another on the same site. The waters of the lake, however, 
have receded, leaving the city on a crust of dry land. So infirm, 
however, are the foundations, that the cathedral has sunk, as have 
other buildings, as much as six feet. This, indeed, is not percepti- 
ble to the general observer. Lake Tescoeo is now not less than 
seven or eight miles from the city, though during the season of 
rains the extensive inundations of the surrounding low grounds pre- 
sent stiU something of the appearance of former days. All the 
lakes of the valley are diminishing in size, and the mahce of the 
soil once occupied by them, is whitened by a deposition of the salts 
of potash and lime, which form rapidly and unaocountatily. Muriate 
of soda (common salt) is present in limited quantities, but in too 
impure a state to be introduced into use. The saline efflorescences 
cover, sometimes, large traots, like a frost, hindering or destroying 
cultivation. 

Mexico has, if not its "leaning tower," a church so inclined from 
the perpendicular, that it can no longer be used. It is a large and 
handsome edifice, La Iglmia de Nuestra Senora de Lorelo, probably 
built upon piles, as the public buildings genei-ally, but, shortly after 
completed, it was subjected to the trial of a severe earthquake, 
which left it in its present condition. It reminds one, for all the 
world, of a stout ship at sea, heeling to the breeze. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 



The Tiatioum— Churoh Ceremonies — State of Religion— Releasing Soals 
from Purgatory— Friars and Secular Clergj — AnmverEary Coieliratioa at 
Guadalupe — National Museum — Colosaal Statue — Sacrifloial Stone — 
Models of Mines, &c. — Natural Specimens — Wajc Figures. 

When early in the night, before the hours of repose, you hear 
the gentle tinkling of a little bell approaching, you may go to your 
window to see the passage of the viaticum, or the host, on its way 
to be administered, for the last time, to some poor mortal about to 
paaa into the realms of the hidden world. All the good people, on 
both sides of the street, light up their windows and fall on their 
knees until the cortege has passed; the throngs in the streets, 
removing their hats, fall on their knees and remain bowed to the 
earth while the host is passing. Not a soimd is heard but the sil- 
very tinkling of the warning bell, and a low, monotonous musical 
ehant by the attendant train, singing mournful psalms, or the litany 
for the dying. The eonaecvated element is earned by a priest in an 
illuminated carriage ; the attendants, dressed in white sui-plices, pro- 
cede and follow the coach, bearing aloft lighted torches. The effect 
is very striking ; &om a general commotion, the buzz of many voices 
and the trampling of many feet, such as is always heard when night 
first begins to spread her mantle over a great city, the first notes of the 
bell are followed by a deathlike stillness, then ill is hushed, the world 
scarcely seems to breathe, the approaching musio falh. on unbroken 
silence, and not a motion is made by the ciowd until the last notes 
are flung back, echo-like, from the receding singeis Then a simul- 
taneous rise takes place in the kneeling multitude, <i,nd the outdoor 
world resumes it tumultuous courses. 

There are many beautiful church ceremonies m use m Mexico, but 
in many cases they are carried too far for Am.erican taste, particu- 
larly where (as is generally the case) we do not understand them. 
Sweeping charges are constantly brought against the clergy of tbe 
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country, of overdoing the forms of religion, wliile neglecting its 
intrinsio essentials, and great abuses are said to esist, some of whieli 
are obYious. 

An insknce that I have noticed may be introdticed he e In he 
Cathedral, near one of the principal altara, are two tabl t nf m 
ing the people, that by certain conditions, of assisting at mass s 
reciting prayers, or giving alma, they may redeem so m ny ouls 
from purgatory: thiia, one condition observed will rel e th ee 
souls, another six, another ten, &c. ; making definite rates, not 
authorized, so far as I know, by the doctrines of the Catholic 
Church. 

A greater abuse is, that though there are between forty and fifty 
convents in and about the city, of monks and nuus, that the edu- 
cation of the lower classes is so much neglected. Surely these 
brethren could not be better engaged than in diffusing freely the 
blessings of education. The convents are generally rich, and able 
to sustain free schools out of their revenues; the friars must be 
competent to teach; if not, so much greater is the shame for them. 
As it is, their influence is said to be constantly decreasing, as might 
naturally be supposed. The people of Mexico are thoroughly 
attached to their religion, although they speak freely of existing 
abuses. In this utilitarian age every man is called on to play an 
active part in life, in accordance with the spirit of the times. The 
wealth of the convents at this day must be much diminished by the 
constant demand on them from the government, which, by all 
accounts, is as plundering as the knights of the highway. "With all 
the apparent influence of churchmen in this country, they have 
been constantly buffeted by revolutionary partisans, and plundered 
by empleados, until, under the general disorganization, they have 
become less free to act, either for good or evil, than in almost any 
Christian country in the world. Such at least is a statement made 
to mo by one of the clergy. 

The parish priests lead different lives from those in convents ; the 
nature of their duties keeps them in more active occupation, and 
their general appearance is less forbidding. You know them by their 
costume : they do not wear cowls, or expose their tonsured crowns. 
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but they wear broad-briiiimed beavers, atandiag straight out, fore 
and aft, and curled up at the sides; a long black gown (cassock), 
and commonly shorts, knee and shoe-buckles, complete their ordi- 
nary dress. 

It may not be interesting to recur so often to the clergy, hut it 
can scarcely l)e avoided on account of the great space they occupy 
in the community; they number thousands in the city and its 
immediate vicinity. 

On the 12tL inst., I accompanied a party to Guadalupe. The 
anniversary of the appearance there of Nuestra Senora, was cele- 
brated on that day with the most gorgeous ceremonies. The church 
is certainly the handsomest I ever siw, and the decor itions for the 
occasion ire beyond debuiphrn The principal altar was in % blaae 
of lights and jeweK, ind the ^e^tments of the pnests spaikled with 
gold and piecious atones The music coiresponded with the ceic 
monies. The crowd was immense, to be numbered by tens of thou 
sands; aimies of Indians cime on their annual piignmago to the 
shrine, and perhaps one hilt of the citizens of the eipitil repair 
there duiing the day At night, in town, many of the devotees of 
" Our Ladj of Gualulupt, ' hid hei poiti ut at their balconie=! sur 
rounded by lights, while their houses were also lUummated 

I have paid severil visits to the Nition il Museum, which bv a 
liberal policy, is ipen every afternoon to thi, puHic, free of charge 
It occupies a portion of the University, within a square of the palace, 
and contains some objects of general interest. The first that strikes 
the eye upon entering the court, is the colossal equestrian statue of 
the unlucky Carlos IV., in bronze. It is the work of a native 
sculptor, Tolsa, who, it is said, died of mortification, when a radical 
defect was pointed out to him, that most observers pass unnoticed; 
that is, the absence of the excrescences, or _fic/s, on the legs. The 
horse is about the size of a full-grown elephant — the rider in propor- 
tion ; and Humboldt says of the work, that in beauty and purity of 
style, it exceeds anything in Europe, except the Marcus Aurelius, at 
Home. Another object of leading interest in the court, is a sup- 
posed sacrificial stone, used by the Aztecs, a large cylindrical stone, 
flat, or slightly rounded on top, with a groove frum the centre to tho 
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circumference, whict ia considered a channel for the blood of the 
yiotims. The aides are deeply carved with hieroglyphic figures. 
The conservator of the Museum, who is an antiquarian and a very 
intelligent man, says that it is not a sacrificial stone, but a calendar; 
that the Spaniards destroyed all but one of the former ever found, 
which was sent to Spain, where it remains. There is, however, a 
stone nrn preserved, into which the Aztec prieata threw the yet 
palpitating heaite of their human victims. There are numerous 
idols, utensils, instruments of music, &c., in good preservation, 
mementos of the age before the conquest. I took less interest in 
them, however, than in apecLmens of vegetable, mineralogieal, and 
other natural prodncts from varioua parts of this extensive tepnblio. 
There are some models of mines, which are very interesting; the 
whole process of mining ie ahown in miniature. Sections of mines 
are ahown where the puppet workmen are pursuing all their vaiions 
duties, deep in the dark receaaes of their subterranean world. There 
are many specimens of stuffed birds, some beasta and reptiles ; 
besides those of Mexican art, ancient and modern. The Indians, 
(or leperos) excel in making wax figures, and at the Museum may 
be seen Lilliputian men and women, of all ranks and grades, from 
high bon toa down to squalid beggary. The figures are per- 
fectly natural, and each appears in his proper costume and cha- 
racter. 
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LETTER XXXV. 



Eobbery, by Wholesale and Retail — The Arrieros— Their Costume, &o. — 
Contvast with the Indians, and their Burros (Donkeys) — ^Women's Cos- 
tume — The Bebozo — Infliction of runishment— -Abold Attempt at Rescue 
— Succeeds as it Deserves — Botaaiical Garden — Society — General Scott 
and the Ladies— Churches on Christnias Day — A Pleasant BTcning. 

City of Mexico, December, 1847, 
A RESIDENT friend informed me a few days ago tliat his fatter- 
in-laiv had just sustained a loss of thirty thousand dollars' worth of 
effects, by rohhery, on the highroad hetween Orizaha and Puebla. 
He had made purchases to that amount in Europe, and put them, 
on their arrival in this country, under charge of a hired escort. The 
latter fled at the first charge of the robbers; — whether in collusion 
with them, or not, is a matter of no small donbt. I have had my 
losses, too, in a small way; eleven of my twelve pooket-handkerehiefs, 
some of them handsome and costly, have mysteriously passed from 
my possession int j the domains of greaserdom I fhmk were it my 
misfortune to be a citizen of Mexicj I could almost find it in my 
heart to colleague with the voteian admimsirador mentioned by 
Madame Oaldeion, who notified the government he would have to 
join the robbers in felf defence, as no othei ilaaa of citizens obtained 
protection in then avocations. 

Groods and ptoduce frcm the country ire generally brought in on 
the bafiku of males and donkeys, wheeled vehicles being compara- 
tively little u'led The artieio<i, or muleteers, on the highroad, 
are geneiallv a jaunty set of chaps, decked out in tight-fitting short- 
jackets, pantaloons open from the knee doim, the external seam 
made to cpen the whole length, and fastened down the sides by 
numerous i-kseset silver buttons, the hoot^ of nutanned leather, 
and the heels armed with maasive and jingling iron spurs. The 
tombreio is a ccne of felt oi sti^w with a broad brim, covered for 
the roid with glaze 1 (.aniiss \ ban! ot glittering tinsel encircles 
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the hat; and n a th wn on either side, is a projecting oinaraent 
of silver. If m nt d th leooutrementB are whip, sword, pistols, 
and carhine n xt j rf leathern leggings, tanned with the 
hair on, hang fton h cl of the saddle-how. The saddle and 
bridle are b th p fu ly domed with silver. These gentry are 
either CtioU th bett r class of half-breeds. They offer a 

strong contrast to th po Indians, bringing in their supplies from 
the surrounding country these wear no ornaments frequently not 
even the serap or 1 lanket wh oh is the da ly ma tie and nightly 
covering of the leper but they tr dge after the r laden donkeys, 
carrying no oth weapon than a taff wh h they u&e as a goad, 
while very commonly on then- own shoul le s s (at apped a weighty 
pannier, which md,y conta a and often d e the th r 1 of a donkey's 
load. Count jwomen who eujoy •» few ray? f the sunshine of 
prosperity, c me m unhjd on donke'vs the nethe limbs either 
within, or h ngmg down n front t the pann ers they wear the 
broad-brimmed sombrero of the aiteros S[eakng f costume, I 
may here remirk that of ewh cla s s d st net ve the low women 
of the city have no other tog to every day wear than a ohemise, and 
a petticoat of the shortest ; a rehozo on the head {& long, coloured 
scarf), with which they conceal their full bronze busts when con- 
venient — for they throw them open without ceremony — and a pMr 
of slippers on their feet. The very poorest dispense with all but 
the petticoat; none wear bonnets, high or low. The ladies wear on 
their heads rich silk shawls, fastened under the chin when in the 
street, though in most other respects they dress S, la Frangaite. 
The gentlemen dress as we do, except that in the saddle it is de 
r^le to wear a short jacket and broad-brimmed hat. 

Some disorderly Mexicans were sentenced, not long since, by an 
American military commission, in perpetual session, to the whole- 
some old-time correction recommended by the wisest of men for 
unruly children, — great was the indignation in greaserdom, and a 
forcible rescue was threatened, if the Americans would dare to carry 
this sentence into execution. When the time came, some thoi^aads 
of the motley tribe collected about the grand plaza, for a rescue, if 
their hearts failed thorn not; or at least, to offer groans and tears of 
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sympathy. As tLe work commenced, showers of stones fell on the 
American guards, who charged on the valiant assailants, took some 
of the leaders, who now get their deserts in weekly inatalments of 
the very currency they were trjdng to put out of eireulation. The 
better citizens are delighted; they say nothing short of hanging 
could have subdued the whole legion of evil-doers bo promptly. 

This month, like our April, has been blowing tot, and blowing 
oold, alternately; it has, however, been unusually cold for the 
climate. Roses generally bloom the year round, and early in the 
month, they were plenty; not so now; — in open grounds there are 
none, though the weather is of that genial warmth described by 
travellers as perennial in Mexico. I went some days ago to the 
botanical garden in rear of the pala«e. It is small, and not very 
attractive, — a single rose, the last of winter, was "all blooming 
alone," which the gardener gave me. He said that the lepei'os had 
broken in and destroyed many fine flowers, vases, &o., when the 
eity was surrendered. A lofty summer-house, overgrown with 
dense foliage, stands over a bubbling fountain surrounded with rare 
flowers; it must be a delicious retreat during the heats of summer, 
as the rays of the sun find no entrance there. 

Respectable Mexican families are opening their houses slowly and 
cautiously, to American of&cers; acquaintance is extended by a pro- 
cess of induction, — thus, having the entree at one house, the friends 
and relatioiK invite you to theirs, and sometimes, are even polite 
enough to call for you in their coaches. They do not venture upon 
this, however, during the broad light of day ; an execrable system 
of espionage, equal to that of Fouche, but entirely destitute of legi- 
timate aim, keeps a check on ail social movement in Mexico, not 
only towards strangers, but among each other. General society, 
from all I can learn, is scarcely known — a few families, related or 
connected, form their little circle which they rarely leave, unless 
for some formal visit of etiquette. 

General Scott has got out of the good graces of the fair sex, by 
rejeotJng the petition of numerous ladies in favour of the San Pa- 
tricio prisoners (deserters from our army). Reasoning after the 
iashion of women, from the heart, they think it very cruel indeed to 
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keop the polres in irons, &c., now that our arms are so completely 
trramphant. They want to draw a parallel between Ueneral T;^ler 
and General UscoU (as they call them) ; they think the former, who, 
they say, ia heloved by the whole Mexican nation, would not have 
"been deaf to their pi-ayers. 

On Chrietmas day, I went first to the Oathcdra], where a full 
orchestra lent its aid to the immense organs and the singers ; finding 
myself rather late there, I repmred to the beautiful church of La 
Profesa, where I found a soenio representation of the stable at 
Bethlehem. The divine child lay in his manger, and besides his 
parents, the humble apartment was shared between the admiring 
shepherds and dumb bi'utes gating listlessly at their unwonted com- 
pany. The spectacle presented nothing trivial — far fi'om it, indeed 
— it was an impressive lesson for the learned and the unlearned. I 
had intended witnessing the Mm de Galh, or midnight mass, at 
the Cathedral, but a social evening with a brother in arms (scalpels 
and catlings), at the custom-house, drove it from my mind. 

Christmas night I ate dtdces, sipped chocolate, and drank bumpers 
in pure old Xeres, with a pleasant Mexican family, on my proposi- 
tion, to the fair Meficanas, on theirs, to las Americanas (God bless 
them !), and then, perhaps, to ourselves. The gentry of this country 
are very temperate, rarely exceeding the bounds of moderation. 
The evening passed off pleasantly with music, conversation, and 
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LETTER XXXri. 

Legion of Beggars— Their Dreaa and Fare— Danger of Sailing under False 
CoioorB — Public Balls — Njmplis of Belemitas — More afflioble than 
their LoTers — Sonbriquets^ Visit to the Miut — Accessions to the Armj— 
Preyalenee of Sickness — Military Police. 

City of Musico, Jamiary, 1848. 

Thehj; are a great many blind teggars in this city, and deformed 
ones too, Mgh authority to the contrary notwithstanding. We hear 
frequently of artificial deformity, induced permanently, or tempo- 
rarily, by the beggai's themselves; aad terrible stories of mothers 
destroying tlie eyes of their chUdren to insure their claims on public 
sympathy. Putting out their eyes is merely furnishing the young- 
sters with a sufficient amount of capital to drive a successful business 
in their future career. I know not how far to believe these accounts, 
but the multitude of beggars show that the profession is in favour; 
they seem to understand that the world owes them a living, which 
they are deterniined to have. Their name ia legion — they must, 
therefore, be a heavy burden on the productive classes. Fortunately, 
(?) the necessaries of life are cheap; tortillas (corn-cakes) and/ri- 
johs (beans) cost almost nothing, and tiiese, with a little Chili pep- 
per and a glass of strong pulque, are luxuries enough for a beggar's 
palate. At nearly every street corner, some dirty old woman has 
her table and her brasero, from which she will furnish an ample 
meal, including even a stew of beef and Chili, piping hot, for half a 
doaen clacoes (nine cents). Furnishing their garments does not 
enrich the tailors much. ; an excise for a pair of breeches, reaching 
to the knees, and a scrape worn gracefully over the shoulders, make 
a fair average of costume — sometimes additional gear is worn, and 
just as often, the serape, or the breeches, dispensed with. Warm 
clothes are little needed, but some primitive garment, an improve- 
ment on the fig-leaf, is always preserved for decency's sate. 

There was great commotion among the rabble when our array was 
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approachm^ thi city Santa Anna had his recrmtmg paities out, 
who, asking no questions, jres^ied eveij young fellow they caught 
fnm home, who had no protootmg lofluente People conU not even 
Bend their ^en ants jiit of their houses At the housL of one of my 
tnend^, it ■wis indispensable in si,iid to the post-ofl.ce ind the es 
pedient hit on, wis to send a man disguisid in women b clothes, at 
dusk He took his letter safely, %ni was returning when somt yv 
grant pursued with no good designs the unprotected voman hhe, 
of course, was coy jn the estreine idmitted nj timiliiritie'', but 
virtuously tock to flight Her unaccustomed ^innents, however, 
impede 1 her mitions, so she wah soon in the possLSSion of the amo 
rous assailant tioat wuj his surprise when he tjund a lusty man 
in his arms— but here wis a mjstery, the police was called, and the 
doubtful character committed to piiaon The joor fclbw was scaled 
out of his wits, and hia life was threatened, because it waa clear to 
everybody, without further evidence, that a person so disguised, 
must be an American spy. He protested, but in vain; his mistress 
waa a foreigner, his master also (a distinguished French architect, 
an accomplished and hospitable gentleman), who was absent from 
the city, and there was no one ahle or willing to save him from 
punishment. Next morning he made his condition known to his 
mistress, who with great difficulty obtained his release. 

Balls and parties are got up nightly for the special benefit of the 
army. Gay muaic may be heard in various sections of the city, and 
dashing couples may be seen through the open windows, whirling 
gracefully in the giddy waltz. That the ladies are all of the first 
respectability may be learned from the newspaper advertisements, 
which announce, very decidedly, that no others will be admitted. 
But they have queer ways for real ladies. The most pretending 
and exclusive of the public balls, ai'e given at an es-eonvent in Be- 
iemitas Street, where the French modutas enjoy undivided sway. 
Every Sunday evening they congregate there with their beaux, who, 
like themselves, escape from the trammels of the shop to figure upon 
this field of social elegance. Now the ladies, with more taste than 
discretion, began to despise their familiar faces, when Messieurs les 
jeuiies offkders Amerioams appeared on the boards, and being aware 
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of the great prowess and daring gaJIautry of the latter, s 
to them uaconditionally, after a very trifling resistance indeed. This 
was right enough, to he sure, but their devoted knights of times 
paat were not pleased; so they made a renewed attack on the fair 
deserters, not with martial arms, nor even with the arrows of Cupid, 
but with ill-natured soubriquets, which have fellen among the ladies 
Tike so many hand-grenades. A tall slender lady, for instance, will 
live and die, PaJo Alto ; a short, thickset lady, her dearest friend, 
Cerro Gordo; and others, Contreras, Churubusco, and so forth, 
from some real or lancied analogy between their characters or ap- 
pearance, and the fields of American victories. 

Being desirous of learning the art of making money (an art that 
has always been a sealed book to me), I repaired some days ago to 
the mint, with a friend, where we were politely shown the whole 
process — though I have not yet reaped any practical advantage from 
my information. However, we saw everything, from tto massive 
shapeless ingots of silver, down to the bright, finished dollar. The 
silver, a little alloyed with copper, is first run through a furnace, 
then passed through a machine for making strips of proper breadth 
and thickness ; a circular punch takes out the size of the dollar, and 
the round, black-looking piece is then submitted to an instrument 
for marking the edges. A polishing process follows, then the last 
act is completed by the stamp. The dollars are turned out with 
great rapidity, though the entire machinery is worked by hand. The 
pieces are often weighed during the progress, to see that they pre- 
serve the standard. In another apartment, they were coining gold 
from black sheets that might readily have passed unnoticed for so 
much copper. 

The mint is under the same roof as the palace; but the work is 
carried on by private enterprise. We were infonned that improved 
machinery had been ordered from England which h^ not yet 
arrived. 

We have had considerable reinforcements in the last few weeks 
under Generals Butler, Patterson, and Gushing — the famous Colonel 
Hays, with his Texas Eangers, accompanied General Patterson. 
Some troops have been assigned to towns further in the interior; 
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our own battalion remains with General Persifer F, Smith, governor 
of the city, since the departure of General Quitman. GovertMr 
Smith, in wisdom, equals General Smith in valour, wHch is saying 
& great deal. 

There is extensive sickness throughout the troops quartered in the 
city ; fevers abound, and they assume a low typhoid type, difficult to 
manage, except in good constitutions. We have our vicissitudes of 
weather ; some three weeks of summer, and one of winter during the 
month, when the raw, keen winds descend upon us from the moun- 
tains. The men are, besides, considerably crowded in their apart- 
ments, which is pairticularly trying to those who have spent their 
lives at home in open fields, in the pursuits of agriculture. 

General Smith has established a military police of 400 select 
men from the army ; that he has established at the palace, and in 
four different sections of the city. My two messmates have been 
assigned to the commaad of two of the companies, thus breaking 
up my domestic arrangements, for the good of the service. The 
arrangement is admirable : small parties, well armed, patrol all 
parts of the city every night ; and maraTiders, Mexican or Ameri- 
can, are seiaed and committed for trial, so promptly, that we begin 
to hope for a change equal to that effected by Tacon, in Havana. 



LETTER XXXVII. 

Social Intereourae — Informal Calla — Ace mpl inn nt Cultivated — Topics 
of Conversation — Manner of Paasing By ^b — % mad i>s. Meiicitaa — 
Geography at a Disc ount— Education m ng the W althy Improving— 
Women of the Middle Claga. 

C ty f M , January, 1848. 

I SPEND, perhaps, on an average, two evening a week in social 

intercourse with resident f imilies Every polite head of a family 

puts his house at your dispo=dl ind everything therein ; his house 

is the casa de usted, but ihat it ■i mere form, and not to be under- 
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stood aB an invitation, unless accompanied by a manner of undoubted 
earnestness. When jou make an iuforma] call, a cup of chocolate 
may be handed, with a bit of bread or cake, ftfter which mama 
lakes out her little case of paper aegars, hands it to you and the 
elders around her, and then commences a round of smoking little 
interrupted until the time comes for t^ing leave. The Ninas (as 
the daughters are affectionately styled in the family circle), do not 
join the smokers, so that the fashion, for ladies, appears to be going 
out with the rising generation. Some iittle games of fortune-tell- 
ing, &c., are introduced for the young folks, while the old look on 
with approbation. The manners of the children towards their 
parents are free, yet respectful, and neither seem to impose restraint 
on the other. The family circle, for a stranger, is rather dull, gene- 
r^y, except where music is introduced, aa, by the way, it very com- 
monly is. The mtichachos and muchaehas (hoys and girls), are both 
better instructed in accomplishments than in practical knowledge ; 
the education of the girls is particularly defeetiTe. Music, in many 
families, is highly cultivated by both sexes ; drawing and painting 
among the boys, and embroidery among the girls, have also many 
proficients; but, when it comes to waltzing and dancing, there is no 
limitation ; young and old, grave and gay, seem to waltz by intui- 
tion ; and the American, with his utilitarian views, who has devoted 
his life to filling his head with such stuff as grammar, geography, 
■md withmetic to puttmg steam in traces, and writing his letters in 
bghtnm^ all at the expense of his heels, is a sujeto mui mal in- 
St I ido 11 deed The ladies hive a very limited fund of conversa- 
tion when the tip col music is exhausted; they do ask numerous 
questions c noernmg the manneis, customs, and appearance of their 
sex m the United States, giving, at times, some very slight hints of 
their own superiority. They have generally very small feet and 
hands, of which they are exceedingly proud, and, with something of 
a triumphant air, they mention having heai'd thit our l-idies are not 
remarkable in this particular I declaie that ours aie so many 
Cinderellas, at which they look veiy incredulous Nothing from 
the Stites amuses them so much as the ai^ounts of Tom Thumb ; 
an homhip tan ijiiijuitito, as to he compirtd with the dedu pulgar, 
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(thumb,) and yet bo well made and rational, and a general too I 
The idea is enchanting. I have deacrihed him a hundred times 
(without ever having seen him), and the interest he excites is uni- 
versal. The ladies have all heard of him ; and if Mr. Polk wants 
to Beud a lion here as commissioner, Tom Thumb would be the 
man, as better known than any statesman in America. Then the 
senoritas are so eraay to see him ! 

When a sufficient company is in the house for a little dance, the 
couples are on the floor immediately; the piano ia put in requisi- 
tion, and off they go. The old folks probably sit down to a game 
of tresillo, which finds the favour here that whist does in English 
society, while it appears to exercise equally the memory and judg- 
ment. At times the betting is pretty free, and pe^os (dollars), 
change hands with some rapidity. This is the smallest scale of 
Mexican gaming. The youngsters are much more innocently en- 
gaged in music and dancing. Now and then some feiir damsel is 
called to the piano for a song, and you are surprised with a beauti- 
ful piece of music from an Italian opera, in which even the original 
language is preserved. Other voices, male and female, are gene- 
rally ready to strike in at the chorus. If any laughing, bright-eyed 
Andalusian is present, she will favour the company with some of 
the lively chansonneUes of her native land; a portion of Spain 
where an almost French vivacity predominates greatly over the pro- 
verbial gravity of Spaniards. 

Spanish residents consider themselves generally far superior to the 
Mexicans, and with this much reason, that they have had the ad- 
vantage of a residence in two worlds. The Mexicans yet look upon 
Spmn with a reverence she has long ceased to obtwn from any other 
part of the world ; at the same time, between the two elassea, there 
is little love lost. The Spaniards hold the Mexicans in contempt, 
while the latter regard the former with feelings of jealousy and dis- 
trust. They are known in Mexico by the soubriquet of GacJmpines. 
The feeling, which was once very bitter, is now, however, little more 
than a reminiscence, or a theory ; the parties visit, and intermarry 
freely. I was quite entertained a few evenings since by a conversa- 
tion' between an old lady, who had never been out of hearing of the 
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Cathedral bells, and an American officer ; alie was curious to lie in- 
formed of his travels, and her questions made a very sufficient expose 
of her attainments in geography. Among other things, she wished 
to know what was the principal town of New Orleans ; and whether 
he had ever been in Spain or France. " I have never heen in Europe," 
he said. " Yes, but in France f" said the old lady, inquiringly, when 
he repeated his remark, and she her question. The gentleman looked 
considerably puzzled — must he explain to her that Fi-ance is in Eu- 
rope ? However, the husband came to the rescue — he saw his wife 
was asking very foolish questions, aad abruptly turned the conver- 
safaon. I do not think the old lady could have misunderstood him ; 
more likely, in her mind fair Espaha, with the great nations of An- 
dalusia, Castilla, Galioia, &«., was a convertible term with Europe. 
This was an extreme case, doubtless, but probably not a solitary 
one. Prsr contra, I may mention having met with a young married 
lady, Mesican bom, whose acquaintance with the affairs of modern 
Europe was very accurate and extensive j she was versed in the better 
kind of French literature, and was withal highly educated. I was 
very much surprised, but learned on inquiry, that her parents, who 
are of the ricos hombres, millionaires, of Mexico, had spared neither 
ptuns nor expense to procure for their children the first masters. 
This, then, is another extreme ease. I have been much gratified, in 
the social circles of Mexico in observing the filial respect of chil- 
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and mate a small purehase tlie pretext for a long talk. They are 
habitually strewd, and fteciuently intelligent. Some of them, indeed, 
read much more than their superiors in the social seale. I found 
one reading a French TeUmague, without instruction, 
her a little, which gave her an exalted idea of my si 
led her to espresB her views prettj freely on history, politics, lan- 
guages, Mexican character, religion, &c. She repelled indignantly 
a remark I quol«d from a Spaniard, that the ladrones made offer- 
ings to their patron saints to give them success in their imlawful 
excursions ; she said, they were bad enough for anything, but not 
such fools as tKat implied. Her religious toleration far exceeded 
my expectations ; she thought G-od alone could judge for the fate of 
Catholic or Protestant, Jew or Gentile ; and that men are only re- 
sponsible according to the lights given to them. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

A delightful Book for studying Spanish — Tasks — Eeceas — Precautions 
ftgainat Robbera — Praacott's History — A Visit to Taculja — Expenses of 
Living — Aztec Club — Visit to a Cotton Factory. 

City of Mosioo, February, 18i8. 
I HAVE made a valuable acquaintance in the person, of a gentle- 
maa of the city, who completed his education in England. Being 
an exceedingly well-informed man, his society is particularly desir- 
able. He expressed an anxiety to keep up his acqoaintance with 
our languf^e, while I am equally desiroiis of mastering his ; so we 
resolved to lend each other a hand, and the result is highly gratify- 
ing. T"or some time back my attention had been captivated by 
large street bills, announcing for sale "Historia de la Oonquista de 
Mejico, par Don Guillermo Prescott," which I had determined to 
read ; and I was much pleased upon learning that Don R had 
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a copy in his possession, translated by his personal friend, Don Lucas 
Alaman. We went to work with a right good will; I read the 
portion for the evening to Don R. (in his parlour), who corrects my 
pronunciation, after which he takes the hook, and renders the Spa- 
nish into good English; then in comes a hissing tea-kettle, and my 
friend, who learned other things in England beside th 1 m h w 
a hot gin toddy, and offers wine, cordial, ohocolat tli ] e 

rage, according to circumstances. La Sewrritar—ij ng n a ed 
ladies in Mexico, scarcely old ones indeed, like fh m f mal 
Senora, Mrs., or Madam) — gives us her company d n at n 
for half an hour, smokes a paper segar or two, wh 1 D n P ad 
myself demolish each &puro; then she leaves the field for wa to re- 
sume our duties. Don R. giYes me some well-written book of simple 
style from his IJbrai'y, as Chesterfield's Letters, which I render into 
Spanish, after a fashion, though he is polite enough to say I do it 
remarkably well. These sessions we have on stated evenings; be- 
tween ten and eleven, I buckle on my armour for the long, lonely- 
walk homeward. The same preoautions are always reiterated, "Be- 
ware of the ladrones; keep in the middle of the streets; give a wide 
berth to the corners," &o.; all of which goes to show the miserable 
state of this great city, where honest people dare not walk at night, 
without tho fear of being sprung upon by robbers from behind every 
dark recess or corner. With a sword and revolver, however, an 
American may pursue his way in peace. I always carry them at 
night, but have never had occasion to use either. These valiant 
assassins, who are so familiar with "cold iron," have the most holy 
horror of firearms, which few of them know how to use. They sup- 
pose all American officers provided with, and ready to use them, 
which is probably the reason we pass unmolested. 

This Senor Prescott's work is one of intense interest, read in any 
country; you may suppose how much it is enhanced here, where one 
may look out from his windows upon hills and valleys immortalized 
by the scenes our gifted countryman describes so vividly. I this 
day read his thrilling account of the noche tnste, when Cortes and 
his adventurous little band made their retreat to Tacuba (which I 
visited a few days ago). They pushed on rapidly, but moiu'nfuUy, 
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for the friendly soil of tteir Tlascalan allies, tikmg some sbght 
repose at a temple, a few miles beyond Tacuba, on an elevation 
where now stands (plainly visible from my position} the thurch ot 
Mtesira Senora de los Remedios. Cortes' victory met the Aztecs 
at Otumba is an instance of truth swrpaasing fiction Brave ami 
adventurons was this warrior always; wondeiful in prosperity, but 
in adversity superhuman. Tacnba is now a miseiable hamlet, di8- 
tingaished only for ita history ; a very antique ehuroh, said to have 
been founded by the conqueror, ia the most noticeable object to a 
stranger. The route we took (a small party of officers) led us by 
Alvarado's Leap and the causeway, throi\gh a region so densely 
populated, for the first four miles, after passing through the garita 
(of San, Gosme), as to appear a continuation of the city. On either 
side were low, rich fields, covered by the lake in the days of the 
conquest, now reclaimed, and in a high state of cultivation. From 
Tacuba we proceeded to the Carmelite convent of San Joaquin (pro- 
nounced walk in), where we were politely received by the friars, 
and shown around their ample grounds and gardens. We took a 
roundabout course homeward, riding over a desert to Molino del 
Rey, having passed for several miles but a single mansion (Rac^^nda, 
de los Morales), which was surrounded by its vinej/ards (maguey 
plant). We then returned by Obapultepeo to the city. Comparing 
my own observations with Mr. Prescott's descriptions, I cannot but 
be astonished at the accuracy of the latter, the more wonderful when 
we remember they ai'e from the pen of a student, who, thousands of 
miles distant from the scenes he paints so truly, cannot even enjoy 
the sight of those around him. His is a striking instance of genius 
prevailing over misfortune. Intelligent Mexicans hold his name in 
sincere and hearty veneration. 

Living in this city, in high life, appears to he an expensive busi- 
ness, averaging in families addicted to style, from ten to twenty 
thousand dollars per annum. This great expenditure does not reach 
IB fitr as with us, on account of the high prices paid here for all luxu- 
ries. My informant, a Spanish resident merchant, told me that, in 
some cases, four or five thousand dollars are consumed annually in 
keeping up coaches, horses, mules, and servants. It is a matter of 
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pride anil rivalry to keep a variety of elegant coaches, which are 
bought at an enormous price, kept in repair at rates unknown 
among our mechanics, and taxed beyond credence. Mexican horses 
are never driven ; either mules, that bring some five hundred dollars 
a pair when well broken, or frisoneSf northern horses that sometimes 
bring a thousand dollars each, are used by the gentry. The horde of 
servants retained in wealthy families should scarcely be reckoned 
among luxuries; they might be better classed as necessary nuisances. 
Rents, taxes, fui-niture, dress, theatre, &c., run up the remaining 
expenses- The hotels are very expensive, and not the most com- 
fortable; a number of the officers have associated themselves into a 
very pleasant society, under the title of the Aztec Club, where good 
cheer may be had by members at moderate rates, and good company 
for nothing. There is perhaps as much comfort at the club as in 
the princely mansions of the wealthiest Mexicans. 

By invitation, I rode some days ago with a Spanish resident to 
visit a cotton factory belonging to an English manufacturer, on the 
banks of the river Contreras, beyond San Angel. The proprietor, 
who married in this country, entertained us with true English 
hospitality. In the fastnesses of Mexico he adheres to his ale, and 
his old port, that he brought out in profusion, and though we were 
too early for dinner, about two o'clock, he had a collation set con- 
sisting of various dishes, piping hot from the kitchen ; am.ong others 
some boiled ham, of his own curing, very like ours of Virginia. He 
gave us, in fact, little time to look at the works, which are plied by 
native operatives. The machinery was, for the most part, from the 
United States (Patterson, Ifew Jersey) ; some of the looms, &c., 
however, were English and French. He informed me that lie ob- 
tains his raw cotton from New Orleans, which stands him, at his fac- 
tory, about five times the original cost. While we were at his house a 
number of Mexicans paMed, carrying loads of fire-arms, which they 
had found and concealed after the battles. It gave our host great un- 
easiness, as he said numerous murders were committed in the neigh- 
bourhood every Sunday and feaatday. We accompanied him to the 
nearest alcalde, or judge, a slip-shod half-breed, who had courage 
enough to arrest the party carrying arms, of which he relieved tliem. 
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Our English friend told ns he did this at the risk of his life, and that 
hehimaelf had incurred a great risk in giving information. The judge 
kept a small shop, and offered us some rueseal, the alcoholic prodaot 
of the maguej. It resembles Irish whiskey. Taking leave, we re- 
turned through San Angel and the antique Coyoacan, where Cortes 
desired his remaitta should repose, thence through a most pioturesijue 
country, to the city. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

Gr/m/uncion at the Fltaa de Toros; Anglke, a Bull-fight — Circus— Puno- 
ratna — Cm-naval — Ash-Wedoesday— Tha ViEeroys — Intiodnction of Cop- 
per Coin among the Indians — Velasoo— His manly stand in favour of the 
Oppressed — La Viga. 

City of Mexico, Mareh, 1848. 
Upon a single occasion, I was led iby curiosity to the Plaxa de 
ToTOs, where a gennd funeion (every diversion here is a funcion) 
was aimounced for the opening of the season. I cannot say that I 
was disappointed, inasmuch aa my tastes were not likely to he grati- 
fied there; I went to see a national diversion, once called the "gen- 
tlest pastime" of Spain, and which has for so many centiu'ies main- 
teaned unrivalled popularity among the people of that country, and 
the wide-spread nations acknowledging that origin. We had a 
poor entertainment; half a dozen hulls were successively let in, 
worried unwillingly to combat, and soon despatched hy the hands of 
the Matador. My sympathies, little roused, inclined to the hulls. 
The building for the purpose is a large amphitheatre ; the vast open 
space of the centre is enclosed by a circle of sheds, of two or three 
tiei-s, for the spectators. The division of seats is for the "sunny 
side" and the " shady side ;" the latter, of course, helon^ng to the 
aristocracy. A full hand of music amused the spectators, until 
everything was in readiness ; when, at a proper signal, the first huU 
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was let into the aj^ena, whoae ferocity was confined to attempts to 
clear the barrier, and make his escape. Worried, however, by the 
handeriUeros, a set of attendants armed with aliai-p arrow-like 
goads, omamentecl with rosettes and streamers of ribaads, which 
they discharged upon hia neck and shoulders, where they hung sus- 
pended, floating in the air, he turned on his tormentors, rushed at 
a picador (one of the mounted assailants), and lifting horse and 
rider on hia horns, threw them over a low baxrier into a smaller 
ring, intended for circus feats ; the hoi-se would have been killed, 
but that the points of the enraged animal's horns had been sawed 
off (to the indignation of the spectators), so as to prevent hia goring. 
The attendants, or functionaries, wore rich, tight-fitting dresses, 
highly adorned, and on their shoulders light scarlet mantles, for the 
purpose of enraging the bull. The dresa of the matador was of 
rich silk, splendidly embroidered with gold and silver. Thia gen- 
tleman is a character of no small importance in his own estimation, 
and that of numerous admirers. There were no ladies present — 
but few women, and they of the lowest. 

The circus company that came with the army, has not been very 
well aupported. I made one call there for the purpose of seeing 
the theatre occupied by them, which before the building of the 
nacional, was considered a fine establishment. It is now deserted, 
for its more showy rival, except by inferior companies of native 
artists, and those who look for cheap entertainments- 

I have had no gratification in the way of sight-seeing in Mesico, 
equal to the panoramic view from the lofty towers of the Cathedral. 
Ascending, you pass throngh the ample apartments of the bell- 
ringer's family above the roof, and immediately under the belfiy. 
The eye, from the latter, ranges over the proud city, looking down 
upon its domes and terraced roofs, over the beautiful valley, dotted 
with its lakes and mountains, fields, chapels, villages, and castles. 
On the plain, beyond the gate of San Lazaro, may be seen at times, 
a body of troops going through their division drill, with the aecom- 
paniaments of dragoons and flying artillery, resembling, in the 
distance, a puppet show; crowds of pigmy people, pigmy coaches, 
horses, padres, soldiers, wator-carriers, women, children, Indians, 
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donkeys, fill the streets and plaza, reminding you by their motions, 
of the shifting machinery used by artists, to serve up precisely simi- 

On the bth mst , I wa'* rimjndcd that Lent had set m, by seeing 
crowds of peisons, generally tcmales, rpturnin^ to then homes with 
the cross, of ashes on their foreheads It was Ash-Wednesday, 
For a week pieviius, the city had been enjoymg the camaval, with 
lees display, however, than under other circumstances There were 
some masquerades, public and low, and pn\at« and respectable. 
From my wmdowi I witnessed a pnvite one across the way ; the 
masks wore a gieat vanety of costumes, and the scene, with the gay 
music and dancmg, was quite attractive The shops were perfect 
museums of i^ij/roces , full rigged figuies, like -tctois representing 
vaiious ages, stood arrayed, ready to give up then spoils to players, 
not, like themselves, dummies. Vive la bagetdle ! 

I have two Spanish works on my table of great interest j one, a 
poem of the first order, " El Mora expoiito, o Cordoba y Burgog," 
by Don Angel de Saavedia, which is highly recommended to me as 
containing lofty sentiment, in pure language, without any of the 
bombast in which Spanish poets indulge so freely ; the other, " El 
Liceo Mf^vMiw," a spirited literary periodical, that enjoyed a few 
years of existence in this city. I borrowed it for the purpose of 
reading the histories of the viceroys, published in a series of articles 
embracing a great portion of the Mexican history of their times. 

The first viceroy, Mendoza, introduced copper coin for general 
circulation, which the Indians of his day resolutely refused to re- 
ceive for their commodities; They scorned so base a circulating me- 
dium. By rigid laws, however, they were forced to receive it, which 
they appeared to do cheerfully. All of a sudden it was observed that 
not a coin of that metal was to be found. The Indians, by concert, 
had collected all that was to be had, and thrown it into the lakes. 
A small silver coin (cuartiilo), equal to two copper clacos, or three 
cents of our cuiTSney, was introduced, which followed the tate of 
the copper. The objection to them was their small size and liability 
to be lost. At this day, the poor Indians rarely touch any more 
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precious pieces than the lowlj olawDS their fathers treated with so 

Without oontiiiTiing the Uvea of the -viceroys, the bold stand 
talien by the second, Velasco, in favour of the wealc against the 
strong, the oppressed against the oppressor, deserves commemora- 
tion. He devoted himself to rescuing from a most cruel slavery 
the unhappy children of the nations of Anahuac ; they were worked 
to death in the mines, and when his efforts were bitterly opposed by 
the proprietors and the king's officers, saying, that their emancipa- 
tion would leave no workmen for the mines, his reply was, " That 
the liberty of the Indians was of more importance than all the mines 
in the world, and as to the rents of the crown from this source, 
they could not justify the trampling under foot of all human and 
divine iawe." 

At this season (Lent), the fashionable afternoon drive shifts fi-om 
the Paseo to La Yiga, a beautiful avenue, ornamented on both 
sides with luxuriant shade-trees and flanked its entire length, on 
the eastern side, by the canal to Chalco. Double lines of coaches, 
public and private, the former generally very rusty, and the latter 
very elegant equipages, pass gaily up one side and down the other, 
freighted with the wealthy and the fair of Mesico. Papa and 
mamma (^padre, father, and madre, mother, are terms not used in 
domestic life, — they are considered too stifi' for household use,) 
throw themselves back in state, not deigning to see the dashing 
cavaliers who gallop by on their fiery /j-jsones ; but the bright-eyed 
senwitm are more observant, and are not so wanting in charity as 
to throw themselves back where their fair faces would be hidden 
from the admiring gaac of the gallant invaders. The canal is 
covered with boats as various in their fashions as the coaches ; they 
are occupied by Indians, who enjoy themselves singing and dancing, 
and playing on rude instruments of music. Each boat is a floating 
flower-garden, from which the occupants of the coaches buy wreaths 
to crown their children. The coaches have their halting-places at 
semicircular expansions of the road, where they turn in and face to 
front, resting long enough to allow the compliments of the day 
between friends, and to make a few observations on the gay throng 
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in motion TLlii tlie bucks ran the gauntlet ' As thi, dews it 
evening begin to iall, first gjes one coich, tk n another then a 
Bection of horsemen, then other coaches and other hoi semen, until 
the last lingering griup leavi, the ground to imd them^ehes bnng 
ing up the reai of a greit procission, m til the pirtnf diTer^e to 
their respective homes. 



LETTER XL. 

Convicts in Chain-ganga — THeir Employment — Temporary Marriages — 
Fueros, or Special Priyileges — Magic— flospiJaZ de Jeius — Portrait of 
Cort6s— DiveraioDs modifted by Lent — Names, and Diminutives — Religious 
Emblems. 

City of Mesioo, Marob, 1848. 
A COMPANY of about a hundred prisoners in a chain-gang, (re- 
minding one of the worthy pai'ty released by the valiant Icnight of 
La Manoha,) have been passing my quarters daily, of late, carrying 
picks, shovels, spades, and other utensils for cleaning and repairing 
the streets. This important duty fiills principally on them, for 
though the Ayuntami&iUo levies annually heavy taxes for that very 
purpose, many of tlie citizens think the sums collected tend rather 
to soil the hands of certain of the functionaries, than to sweeten the 
highways ftad by-ways of the city. The keeping the last clean, and 
in order, is difficult in the extreme, as may be readily understood 
when it is remembered the eity is in the bottom of the basin, and 
that efficient drainage is impossible. The citizens know that large 
sums are collected for the purpose, and expended — how collected 
they know full well ; but how expended, is altogether another ques- 
tion. The work done is effected principally by the convicts, who 
are sent out in gangs under charge of an armed escort o 
mounted and on foot. The convicts arc chained in couples— an ii 
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girdle around tlie middle connects hj a cliaia sis feet long witli 
another girdle aronnd another prisoner ; thus making an unwilling 
pair of Siataese twins, to spend years together, if not a lifetime. 
The chains go clinking over the stones, sounding, when the company 
is lai-ge, like maay little tinkling hells ; a most grating music, no 
douht, to those who wear them. The poor wretches, Tile and crimi- 
nal as they undoubtedlj are, enjoy a little human sympathy, for hy 
many a one trudges the poor wife, or querida,* more faithful, per- 
haps, in advei'sity than she ever was in prosperity. 

The Mexican commonalty think our ideas of marriage as loose aa 
their own. A sprightly dame of the middle class, asked me if it 
was not the custom in the United States for couples to marry for a 
term of years, according to special agreement. I told her no, that 
people were married for life, like the respectable classes of her own 
country. She contradicted me promptly, saying that an English 
resident, who had passed some time in the United States, tad made 
her acquainted with our customs, and that she knew the temporary 
marriages were among them. I said, rather roughly, that the 
Englishman had been imposing on her; that, in short, he was a 
gross liar. " Oh I don't be angry," she said, "I know it is a cus- 
tom of your country, but I did not think of finding fault with you 
for it; I am sure the blame is not yours." I laughed at her mis- 
conception, but she looked upon it as an admission, and added I 
might as well have admitted the truth from the first, as she had 
American as well as English authority for her information. I could 
only suppose that some unworthy countryman of ours had been him- 
self in pursuit of a better half in a connexion, tied by a slip-knot, 
that should only last " during the war." 

Certain orders ia this country retain privileges the most anti-re- 
publican in their nature, unworthy remains of the days of monarchical 

rule. A ease has just come under my notice. Don K has a 

claim against a Mexican army officer, which is incontestably good, 
and not even disputed hy the latter, but he throws himself on his 
faeros, (privileges referred to,) by which a military man is put above 

* Qaerida, mistress. TJiey aaaume the fidelity of the wife for the time 
being. The Spanish languftge has no word proper for wife. La Seftora is 
only Don Fulano's inv-jer, woman. 
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tLe civil law. The debt cannot be collected -except judgment be 
given by a military court, 80 that at present, in the disorganized 
state of the Mexican army, which wUl continue indefinitely, the claim 
is almost wortliless. These fueros are more extensive in certain 
corps of the army, as in the fcuyakaiivos, or scientiflo arms of artil- 
lery, engineering, &o., than in others less favoured. The clergy, 
too, have their _/Meros, which are ample, as may be supposed. 

We have lionizing here, Herr Alexander, the Grennan magician ; 
te does many wonderful things to amuse an4 astonish us, but the 
most remarkable is, that he draws full houses; at the Notional, in- 
cluding a fair proportion of the gentler ses. The theatre is the 
nightly resort of the ladies of the heait monde in times of peace; 
but they have avoided it hitherto, by general consent, since our 
occupation. It requires a disciple, or a master of the black art, to 
draw them out. There are some fine-Iookiag women to be met in 
such places, but few or none of a high order of beauty. Black eyes 
and dark tresses predominate, biit the beauties of Mexico are by no 
means exclusively of the dark order. Blue eyes and fair hair are 
not uncommon, and are much admired. 

I have not yet written to you of the " Hospital de Jesus," a 
venerable institution to which I paid a second visit some days ago. 
It was foimded and endowed by the immortal Oortes, and contains 
many memorials of himself and his times. I had the pleasure to 
meet there Don Lucas Alaman, one of the most reputable gentle- 
men, and distinguished literary characters of fllexico. Mr. Alaman 
is the apoderado, or attorney, of the heirs of the conqueror, and is 
by virtue of his office governor of the hospital. His countenance 
expresses a high degree of benevolence and intelligence, both of 
which he exercised in furnishing our gifted Prescott with most inte- 
resting details of the conquest, taken from the archives in his pos- 
session. Among the curiosities of the Hospital I saw historical 
documents, io manuscript, that have been kept there for upwards of 
three hundred years ; the original signatures of the conqueror, of 
X(c Mar^uesa his wife, and of the Emperor Charles V., signed to 
an illuminated manuscript document, (patent of nobiiity to "Ml 
Marques,") according to the fashion of the Spanish sovereigns 
"To, KL Ret." We (I met there accidentally. Colonel Childs, the 
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distinguished governor of Puebla, escorted by Capta.in N , 2d 

PennsylYania Volunteers, a competent oicerone in the antiquities of 
Mesioo) were politely shown through the yai-jous apartments of the 
Hospital, as in the wards, where there are at present forty patients 
comfortably provided for, by the bountiful charity of the founder j 
into the original chapel where he worshipped, now used as a labo- 
ratory for the service of the hospital ; into a sacristry, adjoining 
the modem chapel, vrith a rich ceiling in arabesque, the only speci- 
men in Mexico, and rarely seen in Europe, except in temples and 
palaces reared by the Moors during their domination. In one of 
the rooms is a splendid full-length portrait of the conqueror, taken 
during his lifetime. It is a striking picture, and looks vraisembla- 
hle; according to it, the hero was rather a slight man, of graceful 
figure, and fine coiintenanee ; a fiery devil lurks in his eye, yet every 
featuri, of his fare is wmnmg 

Public amusements are le^s attended during Lent, than at other 
seasons, but, in my visits, I have found music, dancing, and cards 
quite current m the domestic circle. You would be struck by the 
Christian name'* of the women and children ; thus, half the boys 
seem to lejiice m the nom5j-p (given name) oi Jos6-Ma/ria, and as 
miny of the gentler sex in that of Jesus (call it always, ffaisoos). 
The female nimei are nioie prominent, as they are addressed by 
thtm, by everybodj, as among the JPVienda, for life. It sounds 
strange enough, at first, to heai- a young girl call a venerable matron, 
old enough to be her grandam, Maria, Antonia, or Anita, but it is 
by no means irreverent, and soon passes unnoticed. Affectionate 
diminutives are in universal use; thus, Jesus is most commonly 
turned into Jesusila (Hai-su-se-ta), Ana, Anita, &c. A great strap- 
ping beggar implores your aid, not for a pobre (poor man), but for 
apobrectfo, that is, a poor, dear, sweet creature. Such a person 
appealed lately to me as a cahaUarito (a sweet little cahaUero), 
milking, at the same time, a piteous statement about his madrecita, 
Ms dear little mother. The houses of this country show the devo- 
tional tendencies of the people; within, are pious pictures; with- 
out, very commonly, are painted, or moulded on the walls, crosses, 
saeredhmrts, and pious ejaculations, as to the Santisiino nomhre 
de Jesus. 
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LETTEE XL I. 



Court of Inquiry— Hot Springs — Former Inuniltttions — Surface of Lakes 
aboTfl the Level of the City — Drains, or Desagiie — Floating Gardens — 
Mesioo, a Republic only in Name— Sooial Grades — Lawyers and Doctors. 

City of Mexico, Maroli, 1848. 
The Court of Inquiry involviug the cases of G-enerals Scott and 
Pillow and Lieutenaat-Colonel Duncan, is now in eesaion at the 
palace, and is the focus of attraction for the army. G-enerals Tow- 
son, Cushing, and Colonel Belknap, constitute the court ; Captain 
8- 0. Eidgely is tie judge-advocate. I frequently bk in not only 
to hear the developments brought out by the esamin t n f w tn es, 
"hut also to see the numerous distinguished officei f th my who 
daily assemble there. General Scott frequently addi s, th u t, 
and always with visible emotion; it is evident that h d jly 
hurt and mortified, at being stricken down from hi h gh mm nd, 
where he rendered such eminent services to his country, to be ar- 
raigned as if his course had been questionable and unsatisfactory. If 
his country prove ungrateful, which I do not believe, he will have the 
melancholy satisfaction of knowing that his ease has had many illus- 
trious precedents. He is a man of large proportions, about six feet 
five inches in height, without being unduly tall; time and care have 
traced their lines on his ample brow ; and, advanced in years as he 
is, his appearance is at onoe venerable and majesfio. Pillow, his 
antagonist, is a young man, apparently little over forty, and may be 
called handsome. He is no doubt a man of some talent, and I 
would suppose him an acute and shrewd lawyer, but a first-rate in 
no respect. He has no reputation in the army as a general, but is 
too ambitious a person to keep back during the dangers of the com- 
bat, so that his personal course, so far as I know, is unquestioned. 
Cushing is the most dVs^in^e-looking man in the court, but he 
looks more the pale student than the doughty general. 

Several oflcers and myself rode a few days ago to Penon rfe los 
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JBaJioa (rock of ttc baths), a place of note a league from the city. 
From the base of an isolated rocky knob arises a fountain of hot 
water, over wbieh is erected a large stone building divided into 
various apartments for bathing and other purposes. The baths are 
said to be valuable in rheumatic eases, and are resorted to, as are 
the springs elsewhere, with this difference, that in this case, the 
visiters have to carry bag and baggage, provisions and bedding. 
Empty rooms, with kitchen ranges adjoining, and the baths, are all 
that money will obtain from the keepers. We ascended to the 
mountain top, partly on horseback and partly on foot; we enjoyed 
a hasty view of Lake Tescuco and the many beauties of this won- 
derfiil valley, but we did not venture to lose sight long of our horses ; 
several Americans, who have left theirs but for a moment in this 
vicinity, have been under the necessity of returning to the city on 
foot, without ever learning the fate of their animals and equip- 
ments. Solitary horsemen have more than once been dismounted; 
have lost theii- horses, and barely saved their lives. This kind of 
robbery is so common, that few Mexicans are to be found who wUl 
venture out of the city gates aJone. Our road led us by the garita 
de San Laaaro, near which is a lepet hospital, which is always 
pretty well filled. The leprosy of Mexico is the result, direct or 
indirect, of filthy vices and abandoned debauchery. 

In the sketches of the lives of the viceroys, which I am yet read- 
ing, are many interesting historical details, interwoven with endless 
petty quarrels between the viceroys and the bishops ; feuds among 
different orders of the clergy; the mal-administration and per- 
verseness of the royal audiencias; the revolte of Indians, and so 
forth, all tending to mar the welfai-e of the suffering people. Gene- 
ral inundations and fearful earthquakes caused, at times, great deso- 
lation, but were scarcely more disastrous to the masses than the 
tactious contests of their local rulers. During some of the inunda- 
tions, the waters rose to the height of eight or ten feet in the streets 
of the city, drowning thousands, of Indians especially, destroying 
their habitations, and bringing, secondarily, pestilence and famine. 
Wide-spread disease followed the slow drying up on the surrounding 
potreros, or low grounds, while famine followed the extensive loss of 
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proYisiona caused by tke floods. It became, of course, a matter of 
the first importance to protect the community from sucL. disastrous 
visitations, and even in the days of Monteauma, dikes and drains 
were made at great labour and expense. They were, however, quite 
ineffectual, so much, so, that after the Spaniards had devoted many 
years of scientific labour to the same object, as late as from 1629 to 
1634, the streete of the city were under water, and intercourse had 
to he carried on in boats. Many expedients were devised for directing 
the superabundant water of the lakes out of the valley, which, after 
many delays, was at length effected. Of the five lakes in the valley, 
the surface of three is higher than the level of the city ; of the three 
to the north of it, that of Tescuco, the nearest, is some three feet 
below that level ; that of San Cristobal, a mile beyond Tescuco, is 
eight feet above it, and that of Zumpango, a league to the north- 
ward and westward, is about twenty feet above the level of San 
Cristobal. Into Zumpango emptied the river Guautillan; and as 
the former had no outlet, during a long prevalence of northerly 
winds, its waters passed to San Cristobal, where, uniting in one, the 
two, rushing into Teseuoo, spread rapidly over the low shores upon 
which stands the city. By immense labour, the Guautillan has 
been turned from Zumpango to the river Tula, or Montezuma, by 
which it passes, through the Eio Tampico, to the ocean. Drains 
from San Cristobal and Tescuco connect with the great river channel, 
called the Rio del Desague ; and thus the city remains free from the 
dangers of deluge. This diversion of waters, while it saves the city, 
has been the cause of robbing the valley of a great part of its fer- 
tility. The floating gardens we read so much of, have long since 
disappeai'ed; there are now to be seen in place of them, slips of land 
reclaimed from the marshes, intersected by numerous ditches, and 
which can only be approached in boats. These, then, represent the 
floating gardens, and contribute to supply the city market with 
fruits, flowers, and vegetables. 

The groat work of the Desague, or drain through the mountains, 
was effected, as everything else in Mexico in the way of great inter- 
nal improvement, under Spanish dominion. The Mesicans are beset 
with the laisser aller spirit of old Cuffee, who would not leave his 
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ctimaey-corncr to repair his leaky roof during tlie rain, anil as to 
repairing it during dry weather that was useless, as the old roof 
answered as well then as a new oae. The Mexican government sits 
like an incubus on the people, doing nothing for their welfare, and the 
old people look hack with regret to the old regime. They say it is a 
mockery to speak of the Mexican republic ; that they have the burdens 
of monarchy without its stability. That abuses abounded during the 
time of the vioe-regal sway is admitted, yet in those days it appears 
there was greater security for life and property. The scientific esta- 
blishments planted and fostered then, have now dwindled into insig- 
nificance ; the great highways and bridges are in the state in which 
the republic found them, except for the ravages of time. It matters 
little what a government is called, the apWi of a republic exists not 
here. The old nobility retain their titles (by custom) ; high func- 
tionaries affect princely style, and the humbler empleados practise 
more than courtly servility. Mexico, to become a republic, wants 
regeneration, wants a people, for there is nothing in the land de- 
serving that appellation. The middle classes (that body politic that 
gives strength and stability to states) are but fragmentary; great 
landholders and princely merchants represent the aristocracy ; the 
army, the church, shopkeepers, artisans, &c., and adventurers, and 
place-seekers of all kinds, fill up the space between the ricos horn- 
bres, and the peons of the soil. Youi honoured profession (law) is 
in the hands of unworthy members generally, who, besides a cha- 
racter worse than indifferent for integrity, have neither the reputa- 
tion for learning or talents, so common to the bar throughout the 
civilized world. The faculty of physio embraces some clever men, 
but generally, they are either foreigners, or indebted to other lands 
for their education. 
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LETTER XLTI. 



A Change of Residence — The House, tmd Family — A Family Dinner — The 
Market — Holy Week— Palm Sunday— A Ganonigo—The Senriee— A Ser- 
mon — " Visiting the SepulebreB" — Bad Taste — Temporary Shops for Re- 
freabments — Good Priday — Battles — last of Lent, 

Mesioo, April, 1848. 
Mucn to my surprise, a Mexican gentleman called on me not long 
since, inviting me to take up my residence in his houaeliold. As 
his house is distant from mj hrapital, beyond, but near the palace, 
I hesitated to accept his kind offer, but his urgency, coupled with 
my own desii'e to cultivate acquaintance among the citizens, over- 
ruled all objections, and I am now comfortably established in one 
of the most elegant mansions in this city. The gentleman has 
travelled in Europe and iu the United States; the lady too, which 
is more rare, has also visited the continent. The house is an elegant 
one, richly furnished, combining the commodities of wealth arid taste, 
and preserving eminently the neatness, cleanliness, and order that 
are usually found here in the habitations of the wealthy. The 
Mexican gentry are cleanly in their houses and in their habits ; they 
are much addicted to bathing, holding it, properly, advantageous, if 
not indispensable, to health. The family in this case consists of 

Don S , a gentleman of about flve-and-thirty, his lady, la senorita, 

some five years younger, and two or three little children. Don S 

speaks English, and the lady French, which she sometimes uses to 
explain a word, or phrase of Spanish, a little beyond mj scholarship. 
She has a cultivated taste in the fine arts, and is hei-self not unski!- 
fiil in the use of the pencil, but being in a certain condition (ewr 
barazada, as it is here termed), she keeps much in the background, 
leaving her lord and myself i&te-w-ttte many times when her society 
would be a very ^reeable relief. Speaking of her condition, I may 
say here, once for all, that custom neither requires nor admits any 
mincing of terras in such cases. I have always thought a refinement. 



.yGoogle 



184 EL PUCHERO, OR 

too subtle to be commendable, pervades society at tome, in oonunon 
conyersation iDetween gentlemen and ladies ; such is not the ease in 
this conntry ; one may say aaything, not absolutely indecent, that 
comes up naturally in his discourse. It would alter the case, no 
doubt, for a man to be trying how far he might go.-^ — You would like 
kn w p b b h f viuf, fagn fniiy m 
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the custom I had seen e-veiywhere obsened, Mj taste was to a cer- 
tain extent gratified. Now for tho dinner. In the first place comes 
soup (caldo), say plain chicken soup, such as you find at our hotels 
where French cookery is adopted; then, one or more sojjos of rice, 
Mios (vermieeUi), or bread, in a semi-fluid state ; then El Puehero,* 
a mixed dish of homely ingredients, of exceeding popularity among 
all classes of Spaniards. It is composed of louiUi, bacon, a little 
cabbage, bananas, garbanaos (chick-peas, a coarse but valuable 
vegetable), and other variable ingredients, to which may be added 
a little tomato sauce. It makes a good standard dish, in my opinion, 
though perhaps I am unduly partial, as it allows mo to indulge a 
vulgar taste for bacon and greens, to say nothing of the other staples, 
without taking, according to the prevalent fashion, first a plate of 
bacon, and then another of greens- El Puchero weathers the fashion. 
When that is disposed of, meats roasted, stewed, and boiled, and 
vegetables have their turn; then a salad; then a course of fruits, 
and lastly, before the turn on the Paseo or La Yiga, a round of dulces. 
Wlieuover you rest a moment from your labours, an attentive servant 
whips off plate, knife, and fork, and supplies the place with others. 
My host is a man of delicate stamina, eats nothing gross, and has his 
meals prepared with a precision that men in high health would con- 
sider over nice. The old world contributes to his well-supplied 
table ; thus, his hams come from Spain, as well as his wines, some 
of the choicest of which are sent from the vineyard of a relative near 
* Th« glased eaitten vessel in which the oontenta are served, and from 
wbioh they take the n».me. 
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Cadiz. Wlien tlie lady retires, and sometimes sooner, Mr. 

brings forth Ms puros,* from Havana, and by tlie time we finish 
them, a serYant announces that my horse is waiting in the court to 
take me to the hoHpital before going to the P<ueo, and as I mount, 

Mr. 's fine northern horses are prancing in one of his three 

coaches, ready to whirl bis family to the gay resort of fashion. 

I am about as indifferent to ci'eature comforts as any other man, 
though always enjoying them when they come in my way; what 
gratifies me most in my new position, is the opportunity afforded of 
seeing familiarly, private life among this reserved people, for I take 
more interest in the manners and customs of a people than in the 
grave accounts of the bickerings and contentions of their Solone and 
LyouTguses. 

My invitation into this family was in part complimentaiy, but 
burglary and other crimes are so rife (involving in some instances 
the characters of certain Americans, who should be above suspicion}, 
that many families now prefer to have a friendly American domes- 
ticated with them, feeling it to be something of a protection. The 
obligations between the entertainer and the entertained, are there- 
fore somewhat mutual. 

This city enjoys a fine market,f so that you may see on the table, 
every day in fie year, the fruits and vegetables of temperate and 
tropical climates ; the foi-mer -the product of the tierras frias, or the 
table-land; the, latter, of the tierras oaJientea, or low-lands of the 
coast. Tropical fruits may be seen growing abundantly in this 
valley, but they rarely reach perfection. The only vegetable that I 
find wanting, that wo use in the United States, is the okra (Misbiscm 
esGuIenius) ; there may be others, but if so, I have not missed them. 
The vegetables of the valley are, however, very inferior to oui's, of 
the same kind, in flavour; they arc beaittiful to the eye, hut com- 
paratively insipid. This may be owing to the fact that they are so 
commonly produced in beds more of water than of soil. 

* Segars entirelj of tobaooo, 8o called to distinguish them from those in 
oommMi use, wrapped in paper, or eocn-ahuok. 

f I have not seen the MexicEm caviare called ahuanhtli, a famous diah 
made of the eggs of the insect called asayacatl. 
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I must give jou a aketcli of Holy Week, .which tas just expii-ed, 
lasting from Palm to Easter Sunday. On the former day, " Bimam 
Wood" appeared to be moving through the city, in the form of lofty 
palms, cut ioto fanciful figures, and dressed with bouquets and wreaths 
of flowers. About the Cathedral stood a forest of these palms. On 
Wednesday evening, Mr. — took me m his coach to visit the 

Rev. Dr. E , a canonigo of the Cathedral, who waa to officiate 

on the following day (Holy Thursday) and to request kim to pro- 
cure me, as a stranger, an eligible position f jr witnessing the cere- 
monies. The canonigo is an old gentleman of venerable i^peot and 
pleasing manners ; he has the reputatun ot hemg a learned and 

good man, which he appears to deserve Mr told me that he 

IB ihe padre con/esor of half the highbred spno tui of the city among 
whom he is a great favourite. On the following morning, notwith- 
standing the press of his duties, he was kmd enough to get me a 
seat in the choir, from which I had a full Mew cf the proceedings. 
At a certain stage of the service, the Host wis earned m procession 
through the aisles of the church, accompanied by a large train of 
clergy in gorgeous vestments, and distinguished civil offieeis, wear- 
ing showy insignia. A full and powerful band preceded the proces- 
sion, alternating its music with the chanting of the priests. A 
sermon was preached in the usual earnest and emphatic minner of 
the Mesican preachers ; it is heard by the c jngregation standing, as 
there are no pews in the ehurohes of Catholic countries , but from 
time to time, the assembled thousands fall on their knees to make 
some short special prayer, as recommended ly the preachei ; when 
they rise, he resumes his discourse. After seivice at the Cathedral, 
I made a tour to numerous churches, following the orowdf, " Visit- 
ing the Sepulchres." At every chnrch was a representation of the 
Last Supper, either on canvass, over the altai or m figures of the 
size of life, seated at the table in front of it All the churches were 
ornamented with branches, fruits, flowers, and w ix figure's Some 
of the churches were adorned with fantastic ornaments, m violation 
of the principles of good taste; others, howevei offeied to the eye, 
not only nothing offensive, but very touching emblems of that period 
of the Redeemer's suffering. 
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In the squares and streeta, fanciful tents and booths, almost con- 
cealed hy flowci'S, are erected for the sale of agiias frescos, fruits and 
other refreshments for the Eaater holidays. 

On G-ood Eriday, the throngs in the streets and churches were 
immense ; in all the principal thoroughferes, the people were jammed 
as far as the eye could reach. Not a caiTJago is allowed to make 
its appearance, and all the fair dames and their lovely niiias, who 
rarely put their fairy feet on the vulgar pavements, make on this 
day an humhle pOgrimage on foot to numerous churches. In the 
latter the paintings and ornaments are all veiled; the prominent 
figure is a fuU length of the Saviour, in was, laid out for interment. 
There is no music, and for one day all the foella of the city are 
hushed in silence. In the churches, malracas (rattles) designate 
the stages of the service; and without, thousands of them, aa toys, 
are rattling in the hands of all the children, and of half of the grown 
folks. 

On Saturday, the bells all broke forth in loud and musical peals j 
the coaches and other vehicles appeared in the streets, and things 
returned to their usual course, and thus ended Lent, with its real and 
supposed mortifications. 



LETTER XLIIL 

Villages sbout the City — Acadsmia de los Aries Noble!, and Mineria — Armal 
of Commissioiiers— Isthmus of Tehuantepec — Peace not desiraMe to the 
Mexicans— Drowsy Watchmen— IHuHtrations of Bad Government — Es- 
jiiouis^e— Annesation, or Protection, desired. 

Mexico, April, 1848. 
During this month, I have visited most of the neighbouring vil- 
lages, which at this season are highly attractive. On one occasion 
I accompanied Colonel Riley, of 2d infantry, a gallant veteran and 
thorough old school soldier, a worthy son of the Maryland pilgrims, 
to the beautiful village of Tacubaya. Several regiments of our 



.yGoogle 



188 BL PTJCHBRO, OR 

trooj« are quartered ttere, occupying the charming casus de campo 
of wealtty townspeople, who, for the present, have to content 
tlieniBelTes in their city quarters. 

Tte gardens and grounds attached to ea«h house axe spacious, 
clean and taaty; beautiful gravel walks, overhung hy fruit and 
shade trees, are adorned at their intersections with arbours and foun- 
tains, while herders of flowers hide the less showy but moi-e useful 
growtha of the Icitchen-garden. Tacubaya is on a swell of ground 
considerably above the adjoining plains and the level of the city; it 
is high and dry, and therefore much more healthy than the latter, 
as the experience of the troops now stationed there proves. 

There are two objects of attraction in the city to which I have 
not yet paid my respects, viz.: the Academy of Arts, and the Mine- 
ria, or school of mines. The former I am told is quite decayed, 
though once so highly esteemed and patronised; the latter, a mag- 
nificent building, is occupied, or has been, I should say, by the 
gallant regiment of voltigeurs. It is a school of mathematics, mine- 
ralogy, and I believe, of natui-al philosophy generally, but though 
in operation, it is not considered flourishing. 

The two commissioners from the United States, Hon. Messrs. 
OliiFord and Sevier, reached here lately within a few days of each 
other on their mission of peace. They were received with the high- 
est military honouis bv the army, and we trust an enlightened 
spirit of compromise will make then duties light, and enable us to 
return at an early diy to our homes 

I have been amusing myselt fti the last few days translating an 
account of a suriey of the Itthmus of Tehuantcpeo, by Mr. Mora, 
an eminent Italian engmeei The survey was made at the expense 
of Mr. Gfaray, who had made some air^ngement with the goveni- 
ment of Mexico toi the rights and privileges of a canal for ships 
connecting the two oceant Mi Mori eatimates the whole expense 
of the canal at not less than twelve noi more than seventeen millions 
of dollars. He diaws a comparison between that line and others 
proposed (Nicaragua and Pmjma), and by his showing, which is 
apparently very fair, the advantages offered by the Tchuantepec line 
are quite decided. The paper is an interesting one, accompanied by 
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geological maps. It lias been published, I am told, in jBnglisb, but 
there are no copies to be had here. I sent my condensed translation 

to our friend D , of Baltimore. 

Tlie better classes of this city are by no means very desu'oua of 
peace, and with reason. They dread the day of the evacuation by 
the American troops ; they expect the worst, without knowing what 
it may be, some even apprehending the horrors now enacting in 
Tuoatan, They would gladly pay the expenses of oiu- army to keep 
it among them. They have no respect for their own government, 
declaring they only know it by its extortions, and not by any pro- 
tection it gives them. The rulers are but too commonly unprin- 
cipled adventurers, pushing their own fortunes at the expense of 
the honour and welfai'e of the nation. Many of the best oitiaena 
decline all connexion with tie government, rather than sanction 
evils they could not control. Demagogues fill the high places, and 
fatten on the suffering state. To drive them off is to invite another 
swarm, yet more hungry. "We all know and feel this," said an 
intelligent gentleman to me, "and we devise remedies simple 
enough in design, but difficult of execution. Like the rats who 
agreed unanimously to protect themselves from the stealthy in- 
cursions of puss by putting a bell around her neck, the plans 
are unexceptionable, but ^quien va poner el cascahel al goto? — 
who is going to put the bell on the cat's neck ?" There is 
the difE.euIty. The ai'my belongs to the government or the 
factions in power; the people can do nothing but bear the fleece 
for the shearers. Thus, industry is paralysed, and honest labour 
contemned; for who will go to the pains to accumulate to be 
marked for plunder by professional robbers, or robbers by virtue 
of their govei-ument commissions ? Misrule enjoys a perennial 
ascendency, with rare exceptions, from the highest to the lowest 
functionaries. Walk in the sti'eets at night, and you will find half 
the watch asleep, their iantems, which they always carry, burning 
away beside thom. And they are perfectly justifiable. When some 
of them wore questioned lately on their remissness in their duties 
by an American editor of the city, they replied that they never re- 
ceived their pay proper, and rarely, indeed, paltry fi'actions of it; 
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not enough to keep their wives and children from starving, bogging, 
or stealing. It is aotnally to their interest to winlc at crime, for 
while they receive no compensation for doing their duty, they are 
certain of punishment, perhaps assassination, if they venture to 
take an active part against the ladrones. The most respectable 
citizens are influenced by the same feelings. An individual would 
avert bis face from robbery or murder rather than give information, 
for the following reasons, which I give literally, as has been slated 
to me. A disinterested person sees an assassin, or assassins, fall 
upon a wayfarer, murder, and rob him. He gives information, 
when the accused parties, if caught, are committed for trial. This 
comes on, the informant is dragged before court after court, bad- 
gered by the lawyers, frowned at by scowling faces, friends of the 
accused, and when he has given evidence and truth to the best of 
bia ability, some flaw in the indictment, or negligence, or bribery, 
saves from the garote the ajscused, who, perhaps, after a trifling im- 
prisoumeut, are turned loose again upon society to pursue their evU. 
courses. The informant is probably ike first victim. 

By a singular perversion of law, it is almost impossible for a 
landlord to eject a bad tenant from his premises, provided the tenant 
have a quantum of influenco. One case has come to my knowledge, 
where a judge of the Supreme Court occupies a fine house for which 
he has paid no rent for years, yet he holds possession in spite of 
the owner. In another case a landed proprietor let his hacienda, 
which, under an administrador, or overseer, brought him an annual 
income of fourteen thousand dollars. The tenant now in possession 
has influence enough to keep it without paying rent, nor can the 
owner eject him without ruinous costs. 

Other illustrations of misi'ule may be taken liom the conduct of 
the aiTuy. A regiment of cavalry on the march, may quarter on an 
estate, supply themselves with provender for man and horse, press 
the owner's mules and horses, according to their necessities, paying 
sometimes nothing, or at best government bonds, which are but little 
better. 

I have spoken of the espionage, under which society is ever 
trembling. I give a speoiiil instance. Two American officers are 
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quartered in the house of a respectable family. Their gootleiaanly 
demeanour recommended them to the residenls, who extended to 
tliem considerable civility, inviting their visits, &c. The officers 
were much gratified, and took occasion to introduce some of tlieir 
friends to the family. This was spoken of among some Mexicans, 
when one of their officers present, inquired particularly what famOy 
was thus intimate with Americans. , When told, he made a record 
of the fact in his memorandum-book, intimating that he would one 
day bring vengeance on the household. And this probably was 
some coward knave, who, unable to protect, was just brave enough 
to persecute his peaceful fellow-eitizena. 

Many good, nay, the best citizens, desire annexation, or con- 
nesion with our government, on any terms. They declare they see 
no prospect, near or remote, of peace, law, and order, under their 
own rulers. The instances I have given in this letter of bad laws, 
and the worse administration of them, are precisely as I have them 
from the most reliable sources among this unhappy people. 



LETTER XLIV. 

Marching Ordere — A Diligenoe attacked — Man killed — QaiiTlaoos on the 
Way — Old ObEtvaotions — Pyramid of Cholulu — The March — Specie Trains 
for the Coast; Merchandise for the Interior — Jalapn— The Starry Moun- 
tain-— Graves at the National Bridge— The Mud-hole flourishing — Vera 
Crnz — Alvarado — A Child's Funeral — A new War. 

Aivaiado Mexico, May, 1848. 
Mt fair pi bpect^ cf t thjiouf.h ^quaintance with "Life in 
Mexico," weie suidenly demolish'-i], like an airy castle, by an 
urgent order tor the "Marine battalion to escort a specie train to tie 
port of Vera Cruz I was not alloweil time even to leave a farewell 
card with the various tamilies who had oflered me friendly atten- 
tions for the time I enjoyed their acquaintance ; for there were few 
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Americans, as a Spaniard said to me, so well relaoionado in the city 
as mjaolf. Although the oircumstaiices were most unfavourable, I 
had cultivated society with some success; and was called away just 
at the time wten my acquaintance " behind the scenes" was be- 
coming moat agreeable and familiar. To go to the coast was, with 
us, very different from going home, as we were only to assume new 
relations ; and unwelcome whisijerings hinted at a tour of duty on a 
projected survey, in a tropical region, under a summer's sun, 
between the two great oceans. On the 28th of April, we received 
our orders ; on the night of the 29th. wc were, in camp and quarters, 
at the village of Ayotla, seven leagues from the renowned city. 
We came over a fine natural road, flanked by ditches, through an 
open, arid, desert country, formerly the bed of a lake, now perfectly 
dry, except for occasional saliije marshes. We passed quietly by 
the great Penon del Marques, out of respect to whioli we had made 
so circuitous a route to the capital. At Ayotla, wheu the diligence 
came in, I was called on to dress the wounds of a passenger, inflicted 
by robbers. An American rifleman (whose body we found the next 
day) bad been killed hy his side. The diligence is attacked every 
day, whether in time of pea^e or war. Numerous wayside crosses 
indicate to the traveller where foul murder has left its victims; 
speaking with silent eloquence of the depravity and weakness, the 
sorrow and shame of Mexico. At Rio Frio we found a garrison of 
Ohio volunteers. We met a party of them on the road, in search of 
the robbers of the day before. Strange to say, we met a gang of 
the latter tribe, escorting a merchant with his train to Mexico : they 
are more reliable when under pay, than Mexican regulars. Through 
all the mountain passes, we found heavy pines cut down, and turned 
from the road, though tliey had Iain on it. They were cut after 
the army passed up, to prevent retreat; after oar defeat near the 
city, when the scattered remains were to be hastening hack pell-mell 
to the coast, they were to be annihilatBd, as arrested by these ob- 
structions. The intention was good, no doubt, not to leave "one 
man to tell the story." As we approached Puebla, we found the 
wheat harvest half accomplished The crops appeared very abundant. 
About ten miles beyond the city, the .great pyramid of Cholula, a re- 
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mai-kable moaument of the Toltecs, is distinctly seen. It was moa- 
sttred by Humboldt, who says "it has a much larger base than any 
edifice of the kind in the old continent^ its horizontal breadth being 
not less than 1440 feet; but its present height is only fifty-nine 
yards, while the platform on its summit has a surface of 45,210 
feet." It is built of sun-dried bricks, alternating with clay. A 
small chapel now surmounts its summit. 

We passed one night in quarters in the clean and beautiful Puebla, 
and there, I may remark, was the only place where any attempt 
was made to do me wanton personal injury. Walking with two 
officers across a bridge, a large atone passed by our heads, thrown 
with such force as to be crushed against the parapet. We looked 
in vain for t!ie assailant. We encamped for the two successive 
nights at Pinal and Ojo del Agua, passing through Nopaluca, a 
small village, garrisoned by Indiana volunteers. The nest night found 
us in quarters in tlie gloomy town of Perote. I paid another visit 
to the great castle of San Carlos, which, though among the strongest 
on the continent, fell without striking a blow. We had close at 
hand again, the famous Cofre, likened by Humboldt to an ancient 
sarcophagus, surmounted by a pyramid. 

Before reaching the pass of La Hoya, we were warned to expect 
a brush for our specie train ; that a body of guerrilleros, stronger by 
half than our battalion, was lying in wait for us. This seemed pro- 
bable enough — we had two and a half millions of specie, under a 
very small escort. It was hurried ofi' from the city, as many other 
similar trains had been, to avoid the heavy export duty under the 
Mexican laws. We prepared for an encounter, but met, at the 

pass, some troops of the 6th and 8tk Infantry, under Captain 8 , 

of the latter, returning from the execution of similar duty to our 
own. Whether we had been deceived, or the guerrilleros thought 
the two parties too strong for them, I cannot say — certain it is, we 
passed without obstruction. 

We met almost uninterrupted merchant trains passing up to the 

city, laden with merchandise; pack-mules by thousands, and great 

lumbering wagons, drawn in some cases by nine pairs of mules. 

17 
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These great supplies are also intended to evade the duties, levied on 
goods going inwaid 

We rested one day near the most picturesque town of Jalapa, 
which I Yisited twice Around it, are many tasty country-seats, 
such as you see on Long Island ; the town is a great place of resort 
for wealthy merchants from Vera Orua, who repmr to it during the 
season of vomito. It is garrisoned by voJunteera from Maryland 
and District of Columbia; at present, large general hospitals are 
established here for the army, in anticipation of a general evacua- 
tion of the country. The peak of Orizaba looms up from this point 
of view, like a great silvery liberty cap suspended in the air. It 
was weU termed among the aboriginal inhabitants Citlaltepeil, or 
the starry mountain. It took this name from the luminous exhala- 
tions that formerly played over its snow-crowned' suminit. In times 
of pea«e the inhabitants of Jalapa are distinguished for politeness 
and sociability. 

Our next night was passed at the base of Cerro Gordo, on the 
Plan del Eio, where Pierce's brigade was detained all of one day, 
going inward, to make a road down the steep bank of the river, be- 
cause the Mexicans had, by great exertion and some loss of life, de- 
stroyed a noble bridge to arrest American progress. At the National 
Bridge we found a garrison of Tennesseeans. The influence of the 
tierras calientes began to creep over us— the place was very sickly, 
and numerous low sand mounds, in each of which reposed half a 
score of silent tenants, whispered to us a mournful story. Another 
night found us at San Juan, the mud-hoh of the inward march. 
We found there also a garrison of Tennesseeans, and shops with re- 
freshments ; the place that we once found bo solitary and dismal, 
looked now almost like a thriving Yankee village. An early march 
the following morning brought us to our old camp at Vergara, 
on the aea-beaeh. Vera Crua looked as lively as ever, and much 
cleaner. We spent a few days on the beach,.and then steamed it to 
this place, the hottest and dullest in Mexico. The first thing I saw 
was the funeral of a child ; — it was laid on a hoard, dressed in its 
best clothes and enveloped in flowera. A man was can-ying it on 
his head with the same nonchalance aa if it were a plaster cast ; no 
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tram of mourners followed ; but, after some time, I observed an af- 
fiicted-Iookrag family slowly proceeding towards the cemetery. 

Our battalion, brougbt here under command of Major D , is 

associated with a larger one of the same corps under Major H ■ . 
Time J8 to develope our destination ; meantime we are to swelter 
here until otherwise disposed of. We are already plunged in war 
with mosquitoes and sand-flies, and expect soon to be attacked by 
their ally the eomito. That has not yet visited Alvarado, however, 
for this season, and the inhabitants deolare the place is very healthy. 



LETTER XLV. 

Complimentary Style of Mexican Epistles — Works on Mexico — Extracts — 
Variety of ProduetiS of Mesieo — Manufaotures — Tlie Banana and Manioc 
(Tapiooa) — Finale. 

£. S. M. 

Su Cam de Usted, May, 1849. 
Mm -Senor Mio, 

I send you my last with a genuine Mexican heading, avoiding a 
blunder I once made with a gentleman of the city, by addressing 
him as Senor, Sir, which, it seems, is only admissible in an address 
to the king, or the King of kings. The B. 8. M. informs you that 
I kiss your hands; the sit casa de usted, that my house is yours. 
Our plain English admits of some romancing of the same kind in 
signing one's self your obedient humble servant, from which it will 
not be inferred that the writer means to be considered literally what 
he styles himself. I have hastily rewritten for you my old letters, 
such as they we, with their original defects, little corrected. JVb 
importa, what cannot be learned from them, may be from the works 
of Baron Humboldt, Mr. Prescott, and Madame Calderon de la 
Barca, who have covered the whole ground of Mexican geography, 
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anil natural seienoe, liistory, and society, aa it exists, or did exist, 
a few years ago. Besides these, the highly interesting books of Mr. 
Waddj Thompson, Mr. Branta Mayer, and other American and 
English travellers, would have left me little to say but for the 
changes resulting from invasion. The humble P-uchero is offered to 
the world with perhaps a few new ingredients, or at all evcnta, with 
some old ones served in a new style. Those who relish the faro 
may partake of it; those who do not, may readily find some- 
thing better. A few rashers served up in extracts, will complete 
my poor dish, which you are kind enough to say is not altogether 
without a relish of its -own. The extracts agree with my own ob- 
servations, or are particularly worthy of note, from the information 
they convey. 

Subjoined, finally, is a list of all officers, now or then in the ser- 
vice, who were engaged in the battles of the valley, with a special 
note attached to the names of the killed and wounded. The brevets 
conferred on all officers engaged therein are also added. The list 
is quite authentic, being taken from that prepared by General 
Scott's order in the city of MexicOj shortly after the battles. 

To give some idea of the general capacity and products of Mexico, 
I draw from the deep fountain of the immortal German travell< 
the Baron de Humboldt. After speaiing of the well-known divi- 
sions of the country, according to elevation, the Tie. 
of a mean annual temperature of 78° F. ; the Tierr 
of a mean annual temperature of 68° F. ; and of the Tierras M'las, 
averaging below 62° F., all in the same latitude, he says, " The 
physical condition of that kingdom (the present republic) confers 
inestimable advantages upon it in a commercial point of view. 
Tinder careful cultivation, it is capable of producing all that com- 
merce brings together from every part of the globe ; sugar, cochi- 
neal, cacao, cotton, coffee, wheat, hemp, flas, silk, oil, and wine. 
It furnishes every metal, not even excepting mercury, and is sup- 
plied with the finest timber; but the coasts oppose obstacles," &c. 

"The western part (of the State of Vera Cruz) forms the decli- 
vity of the Cordilleras of Anahuao, from whence, amid the regions 
of perpetual snow, the inhabitants descend in a day to the burning 
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J la n t the oist In th s i t ot ire 1 s[ laycd in a nirkal le 
maane the gralat ons of vegetation from the level ot the ea to 
tho^e elevatPiJ eumm ts wh oh are via ted with perei n al tr at In 
as end ag the t aveller ■feei th ptji ga mj of the coimtrj the 
aspect of the "iky the form of the pi nts the figi res of an mis 
th m^nne s of the nl ah tanta anl the k d of cult at on fol 
lowed by tkeni as un n^ a different appearince at ev ry stej 
Leiving the 1 we 1 stncts covered with a beautifiil ind I x ir ant 
vegetat n he trst enter? that nto wh oh the oak api ea >! where 
he has o lonj. caiae to diead the yellow t v r sn fatal on the 
ooi'^tf Foie t-f of l<{ud«nhTa near Jahpa anno nee ly the r 
freahnp s the elevat on at w!i eh the strata of do ds t, spended 
ove the ocean c no n conta t w th the 1 is It c n n n ts of tl e 
Cor 1 11 ras A 1 ttle h ^her the banana ceases to yiell fruit At 
the he ght of Saa M ^ I p nes begin to ni ngle w h the oaLs 
wh ch c nt ue a« far as the pi ma of Perote where he ereal 
vegetation of Europe is seen JBejond this, the former alone cover 
the rocks, the tops ot which entir the region of perpetual frigidity." 

Under the head of agncultuie, this author says ; "The banana, 
manioc, maize, wheat, and potatoes, constitute the principal food of 
the people. "The maguey, or agave, may be considered the Indian 
vine. Sugar, ootton, vanilla, cocoa, wax, and cochineal, are plenti- 
fully produced." 

Under the head of manufactories, " Cotton and woollen cloths, 
cigars, soda, soap, gunpowder, and leather, are the principal articles 
manufectured." Since that day, paper-mills, breweries, &c., have 
been established by foreign enterprise. 

He says of the banana, that it is to the inhabitants of the torrid 
zone, what the cereal grasses, wheat, barley, and rye, are to Western 
Asia and Europe ; and that probably there ia no other plaot on the 
globe capable of producing so much nutriment on as small a space 
of ground. He estimatea the produce of the banana to that of 
wheat as 133 to 1, and to that of potatoes as 44 to 1. " It is cal- 
culated that the same extent of ground in Mexico on which the 
banana is raised, is capable of maintaining fifty individuals, w 
17* 
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in Europe, under wheat, it would not furnish subsistence for two." 
(Humboldt's Travels, &c., by M'Uillavray.) 

The manioc, or fecula of the Jatropha, is converted into a 
bread known as Pan de tierra caliente. It is very nutritious ; and 
although the original product of the bitf«r Jatropha contains a 
highly poisonous juice (prussic, or hydrocyanic acid), the latter is 
evaporated in drying, whioh leaves the caasava, or flour, sweet and 



With the other vegetable products you are perfectly familiar; I 
will not therefore dwell oa them. 

My task is ended. I bid a long adieu to Mexico, Although I 
have suffered many hardships on her soil, I have nothing to look 
back to with any feelings of disaffection. In my intercourse with 
the people I have experienced a great deal of kindness, and I have 
found among them, wherever it could be properly expected, much 
refinement and intelligence. They have their faults, " as whioh of 
us has not?" yet I must add, that their vices are best known to me 
by hearsay. 

Our days at Alvarado, " though evil, were few ;" and we soon had 
th h pp n t relinquish the fandangos and fevers that were 
p ad ng am ng us, of that pestilential region, for our own favoured 
Inlt lyf a season its peace and prosperity, amid the smiles 
and n 1 "un nt of happy homes. 
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THE SIEGE OF VERA CRUZ. 

The battles fought hy out galhut aim^ Tinier General Scott m 
Mexico fr m the cipture of "\ era Ciuz and the stmng castle which 

lefended it to the capture of the capital city present aim st every 
vaiietj if m htary conflict The cannaij,n began ly a successful 
descent upoa an exposed coast by an army of ill dims m boats 
followed hy the reguhi ln^e^tment of a foitjflel city protected by 

ne of the stron^e^t military f rtresses la the world both of which 
were taken chiefly Ihrrugh the igenoy of the heavy artillery and 
skilful bcml irdment fiom the batteries on shor and the ships at 
the anchoMge Oerro Gordo foil wed where the scene of action 
was imong the mountains rav nes and g rgcs f that strong piss, 
and the leading charactenstic ff that woll stncken field was the 
1 Id an ! Bucee^sful storm of an almost inaccessible height cmwned 
with cannon and bristling with musketry Cont rvai, was fought 
and won without cavalry r artillery but before the capital c ty 
was entered cavalry artilleiy and infantry all had their appto 
f iiate work to do md lU did it manfully and successfully Whether 
breasting the ncrthera on the sea coast scaling the hilla it Cerro 
G-oido wading through the swamps around the lake or fighting 
inch by inch along the exposed causewaj there seemed to ! e the 
!« me uncjnquerable spmt in the hearti if the^e gallant soldieri 

nd the sam n ilitary geuiua inl esperiente to due t then m their 
ar luoub duties 
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But we question if the veteran ofhoer nho-ie high merit it is to 
have directed every battle of this meinoiable i-amiaign, give in any 
one of these battles hi h ] f f k 11 d true military merit, 
than in the first blow, t i. t V ( It is a vulgar saying, 

that "the first blow is h It th 1 ttl Th s some truth in the 

saying, applicable as w 11 t th g t mpl x, important move- 
ments of large masses t m 1 g th m Itifarious considera- 
tions of feeding and cl th g n g nd p tecting, as well as 
fighting them, as it is to it ff hght urt-green. If you 
don't give the first blow 1(1 t t w !! y may receive it your- 
self; if you don't stun y d y d 1 int him by the vigour 
of your onset, you may never retrieve your ill-fortune. It was es- 
pecially and imperatively necessai-y at Vera Cruz. 

"The fortress of San Juan de UUoa," says Waddy Thompson, 
Esq., in his clever recollections of Mexico, "has always been looked 
upon as one of the strongest in the world. With a proper ai-mament 
and competent engineers, I should regard it as almost impregnable, 
if indeed that term can now with truth be applied to any place, after 
the reoenF inventions and improvements in this department of mili- 
tary science. When it was blown up in 1839, by the French, the 
armament was in a most wretched oondition; and as to scientific 
engineers and artillerists, there were none. Even then it would not 
have been so much of a holiday affair, had it not been for the acci- 
dental explosion of the magaaine. Any fiiture assailant must not 
expect so easy a victory, if it is tolerably defended." 

Mr. Thompson may have added that, according to all accounts 
which we had when the whole countiy "held its breath for a time," 
awaiting the result of Scott's attack, this very defeot in the arrange- 
ments of the fort, which was said to have caused the accident, was 
provided against by magazines absolutely fire-proof, by which the 
ammunition of the fortress was secured in dry reservoirs, perfectly 
covered over; and, besides, that water-batteries had been constructed, 
stretching around upon the shoals, so as to command every approach, 
and all other needful additions to the defences, as well as a thorough 
repair, had been made ; so that it was termed the " Gribraltar of 
America." It was the great defence of their seaport,^— a fortified 
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g the entrance to tlie country and the great national 
road, leading to the capital city. It waa the armed sentinel, guard- 
ing the only important place of assault upon the coast of Mexico. 
Besides this, the Mexicans well knew, and calculated upon what Mr. 
Thompson calls a more effectual protection than all these fortifica- 
tions, — "the northern and the vomito," — the first a tremendous 
north wind, which blows like a tornado, without warning or regu- 
larity, driving before it the loose and shifting soil of the coast, 

"Like oloTida of sand, 
That far in Afrio'a desert land, 
ey the S roo f roe 

renle ng tbo ancho age f the pen 1 ij r ro d teal f 1 er Cr z 
(f t cd n t he call d h rbouj) unsafe to every essel fiom a 
noe t a h p of var — the second the j Utno fee 1 av ng ta 
1 me n Ve a C z more to be dr adei m the warm moi ths than 
the m as le that fl eth hy lay f r t s the 3read 1 ^ J^ 7p) ce th it 
walketh ti larkne a as well as the lestr t,t on thit wn teth at 
no day Against both of these den ral Scott had to guard His 
k n vledf,e thit the north ra p eva led moat n the winte anl e rly 

p g uade t mper'it ve pon h m to encounter ihei-e thit he 
nught on pi te hi? undertaking aga n«t the c tj and castle and 

iiw h nto the nterior before the per od f r the yellow fever Th s 
ne ess ty d ne aided gieatly t h s labo rs and pe lied h s eoter- 
] r e \ot be ng ippo nte] t the cimmand f the esped t on — ( n 
f t the sa not hav ng been le ded on by tl gove nment) — 
1 fo e November 1846 h w for ed t h ny h s p ej arations, 
w thdr w troops f om (jcneral Taylo a co n n'uid pa s the winter 

Q ntl 3 on the northern ooaat ot Mes o n mceas. nt 1 1 ura to 

rgan ze h s nvad ^ force and ^t last make the atta k t leaat a 
month late than he had teidel 

It WIS on the <lth f Ha ch that tl e land ng of h 3 trooj s was 
effe ted Bef re tw tj days the c ty an 1 the stro ^ castle were 
Tdrr oned i y An er an troops under the flag of the r untry, 
wh eh float 1 f om the wall f V a C uz nd the >attle nents of 
the Cabtle E seveidl W and n f^hts tl e n eetngUtte e if 
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cannon and mortars sent a storm of balls and bomba upon the de- 
voted city, and its massy, protecting Castle ; even at times, as many 
as 180 discharges in the hour, from the shore; while 400 cannon 
mounted on the enemy's defences, returned the fire. From the 
ships of our gallant squadron (at first, under Captain Conner, who 
was relieved hy Commodore Perry eariy in the siege), the same ser- 
vice was manfully performed by our sailors and marines ; and ye,t, 
when the storm of battle ceased, and 5000 prisoners, 400 pieces of 
ordnance, 5000 stand of arms, and the fortified city, aad mighty 
fortress, were taien — General Scott had to report hut tino com- 
missioned officers killed, and not a do^en private men. Neither was 
the strife carried on, with heavy guns and mortars alone ; for clouds 
of skirmishers hovered around the city on the sand-hills and in the 
dense chaparral. Along the lines of investment, extending for five 
or sii miles, the enemy had to be driven ofi^ at varioas pointa by 
our gallant volunteers and oavalry; still, this great victory may be 
regarded as almost a bloodless one. Who does not remember the 
feelings of surprise as well as of joy, whiek spread over the land 
when the news reached the United States ? The friends of Scott, 
felt proud of their G-eneral of science. The friends of humanity 
rejoiced, that while the enemy, disregarding the summons to sur- 
render, had to lament the loss of many of his unresisting citizens, 
aa well as combatants; yet, such was the skill and judgment of the 
commander, such the harmonious co-operation of our gallant naval 
officers and tars with the Jand troops, that we at home, had but few 
widows and orphans to lament over the result of the Siege of Vera 
Cruz. Indeed it was almost amusing, to find some of those who 
had been in the habit so long of underrating and reviling Scott, 
actually attempting to disparage his great achievement, because he 
did not have more killed. It is a disgraceful truth, that some of our 
own citizens were at first disposed to unite in the sneers of an Eng- 
lish traveller, George P. Huston, Esq., of Munchausen memory — a 
gentleman who passed through Mexico the summer previous; whose 
hunting feats, when he was alone, sometimes in deep snows, and 
sometimes in the fiery prairies — especially when shooting a wolf by 
holding a rifle across his knees, charged with his hickory ramrod — 
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which ignited as it flew into the wolf, who darted into the prairie 
with it sticking in him like a fiery comet; and many other marvels 
of the like kind, render his severe oritioism upon Scott less formidable 
than they might he from a more veracious, but less amusing voya- 
geur. We quote from Mr. Huston's book his opinion of the Siege 
of Vera Cruz ; 

" Since my visit, it has also felt the force of American ire — and 
withstood a bombardment for several daya, with what object it is 
impossible to divine, since a couple of thousand men might have at 
any time taken it by assault. The Ca&ile was not attacked, and was 
concluded in the ca.pitulaUon without being asked for — Oosa de 
Mexico. The town was attacked by the American troops imder 
General Scott within ten mouths after my visit. It suffered a bom- 
bardment, as is well known, of several days, an unnecessary act of 
cruelty in my opinion, since to wij hnowJpdije there were no de- 
fences round the city which oonld not have been carried, including 
the city itself, by a couple of battalions of Missouri volunteers. I 
certainly left Vera Cruz under the impression that it was not a for- 
tified place, with exception of the paltry wall I have mentioned, 
which, if my memory serves me, was not even loopholed for mus- 
ketry. However, temporary defences may havs been thrown up in 
the interval between ray visit and the American attack; still, I can- 
not but think that the bombardment was cruel and unnecessary. 
The Castle could have been carried by & frigate's hoarders, having 
but seven hundred naked Indians to defend it." 

In endeavouring to mitigate the severity of this military gentle- 
man of the ramrod (as famous for his hoi-se Pauchito, as the re- 
nowned Sancho for his Dapple), we find that he lays it down as a 
clear proposition, page 176, " The American never can he made a 
soldier." Knowing this, he should have been less severe upon us; 
for if we had wo soldiers, even the seven hundred naked Indians 
might have held San Juan against us ; and how were we to get 
these very Missouri battalions from California in time ? They were 
the very men, by the way, under Colonel Doniphan, that the un- 
eparing Mr. Huston was speaking of, when he pronounces the ora- 
cular military masim above named, (though in the previous sen- 
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tciice he admits that they defeated " four times their number of 
Mexicans at the Sacramento.") But while the opinions of Mr. 
Enston defeat themselves by their very inconsistencies and mani- 
fest aheurdities on their face, yet something like this charge of 
inhumanity on the part of Scott has come from more respeotable 
authority. We allege that it is utterly untoai-rantetl. If there be 
one trait in the oharaoter of General Scott, proven and palpable, it 
is his hvmianity — his willingness always to spare the effusion of 
blood — his love of, and efforts for, peace, though a man of war 
from his i/ouih. The adjustment of the border troubles on the 
Canada frontier; his dignified prudence in South Carolina; his 
humane and wise treaties witli the northwestern Indians, after the 
Black Hawk war; — all carry with them the negation of such an 
impatation. But let ns look to the/nc(s of the Vera Cruz siege, 
to disprove the charge. 

General Scott's troops landed on the 9th of Mai'oh ; uo bombard- 
ment was commenced until the 22d, in the afternoon, as appears 
from the Report of Colonel Bankhead, the chief of the artillery. 
Ab early as the 13th, General Scott, in answer to a note from the 
Spanish consul, sent safeguards for all the foreign consuls, their 
famiiies, &c. Late on the 24th, two days after the bombardment 
began, these consuls requested of Scott to suspend hostilities, to per- 
mit the women and children to leave Vera Cruz. Scott, in his 
answer, refers them to the fact, that before he fired a gun, he made 
an appeal, by a formal and respectful summons to the Governor of 
the city, telling him that he had invested (Ae city, and anxious to 
spare their beautiful town, its defenders, and its peaceful inhabi- 
tants, women and children inchisive, he proposes a surrender ; nay 
more, he went so far as to pledge himself, if the Governor would 
surrender the city, that no gun slioiiid be fired from tlie city, its 
bastions or walls on the Castle, so as to draw its fire upon Vera Cruz, 
unless the Caatle fired first. The Governor chooses to defy Scott, 
takes no notice of this last humane and generous proposition, and 
tells him to commence his operations in any way he thinks best. 
General Scott further tells the consuls, in his answer to them of the 
85th, that he had purposely, i^ (o the 23d, to allow the escape of 
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the neutrals, (iu which tenn he manifestly includes the women and 
children,) left open the comnmnioation between the city and the 
neutral ships lying off Saflvificios ; that having done all he could to 
spare these defenceless persons, he is still willing to spare them, if 
the Governor is willing to surrender. 

War has it« evilB, and among tlie most lamentable is the suffering 
of the innocent and helpless, who are oftentimes involved in the 
fate of their sterner protectors ; at the same time, war is no child's 
play, and has its duties too ; and when the assailant has d n what 
humanity dictates, and he proposes to the besieged to pa I 
victims of war by a timely surrender, or on fiiir terms, f nge- 
ment for their safety, the responsibility is shifted to the b 1 ag« ed 
party. What more could General Scott do ? Was he to 1 n £ui h 
the enterprise, becaiiso bombshells would hui-st and e nn n bills 
demolish ? Whose fault was it that those stern, iron vi te f 11 
upon the hearth-stones, and shattered the household g d N t 
General Scott's, we say i^ain. The Governor could have averted it 
by a surrender : he could have yielded to Scott's humane proposi- 
tion to give up the city alone, and make it safe from the cannon ; 
he could have done titis, at any honjr from the evening of the 22d 
of March, when the first gun was fired, up to the 26th, when he 
did do it at last. We blame kim not, — he may have done his duty 
to his country, — but neither should onr (general be blamed for wan- 
ton or useless bloodshedding. 

We shall be brief in our details of this memorable siege. The 
leading facts are known to the world. The brave men who partici- 
pated in it, as well of the navy as the army, deserve all to be known 
and named. We hear of none who did not do iheir duty — and let 
it be remembered, that the navy deserves more credit than it has re- 
ceived, for its services in the war of Mexico, The whole of a sailor's 
duty is not comprised in fighting his ship. Here had our gallant 
tars been, on this coast, for months before, taking the towns, — 
watching the ports — cutting off the commerce of the enemy — no 
safe harbour to run into, under the stoi-m of the sudden and violent 
north winds — and during the siege they did their full share of the 
land duty. 
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It is said to have beea ono of the most exciting spectacles ever 
witneBsed, — the landing of our army, in the surf-hoats. 

The white-washed houses and tall steeples of Vera Cruz-— shining 
in the sun — the frowning fortress of San Juan de UHoa — the 
graceful ships in the ofBng — sisty-seTeu large boats, each com- 
manded by a naval officer, and rowed hj seamen, filled with soldiers, 
first Gen. Worth's brigade of regulars, — then the volunteers under 
G-en. Patterson, — then Twiggs' reserve of regulars — were succes- 
sively landed upon the shore — below the citj, as quietly and as 
safely, as if they had been ferried over a river at home. 

Four gun-boats from our squadron had at daybreak left Antonio 
Lizardo under Lieuts. Sterret, Benham, Biddle, and Shaw, and an- 
choring within a pistol-shot of the shore, fired upon some videttes 
of cavalry, or squadrons of lancers, who took the hint and retired — 
and by the way, these same valuable little vessels, with the addition 
of the tSpitfire under Tatnall, the Vixen, under Sands, with another 
schooner, the Falcon, on the 24thj run almost within a mile of the 
city, and fired away most daringly, until Commodtie Perry ictu 
ally had to recall them from a position most hazwdous if the 
enemy had not been too busy, or too awkward to sink them Tit 
naU and his coadjutors, however, did yeomen's service with this part 
of the fleet. — The experienced Col. Bankhead was the chief of irtil 
lery, and he makes four reports during the siege, to head-quatters, 
in one of which he speaks of the lamented death of Capt. Vinton, 
commanding battery No. 3. And eleven days before, during the 
Investment, a gallant officer, young in years but old in service. 
Captain WHliain, Alburtis of Virginia, who had been brevetted for 
his gallantry in the Florida war, was killed by a distant shot from 
the city or Castle, which at the same time killed a private and 
wounded two others. Vinton and Alburtis were the only two com- 
missioned officers killed. The writer may be pardoned for a pause 
of sad regret at this untimely catastrophe. That fatal ball, how- 
ever, only deprived Aim of a valued friend; while an aged mother, 
his young widow, and an only son, felt the heavier bereavement of a 
dutiful son, an affectionate husband, and devoted father. Strange 
to say, he had a presentiment, a distinct premonition of the event— 
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his last iettei'B, written upou landing, contained iiis will, witli minute 
directions as to the education of his child. Peace to hia ashes I He 
died as a soldier wishes to die, in the ranks of Lis country, in the 
discharge of his duty — his sword in hia hand and his face to the foo ! 

The investment of Vera Cruz was ao parade dutj. It was arduous 
and perilous. The infanlyy, under Pattei-son and Twiggs — Genera] 
Pillow commanding the volunteers from Pennsylvania and Tennes- 
see — drove the enemy through the dense thickets of chaparral. 
General Quitman, who commanded the men of the South, the gallant 
South Carolina regiment, (called the Palmetto,) the Georgia, and 
companies of the Alabama regiment, cleared the outskh-ts of the city 
of skirmishers and lancers. Shields, with the New Torkei^, aided 
in the preliminary duty ; while the bold Colonel Harney and the 
gallant Sumner, with their dragoons of the second regiment of that 
arm, assisted by the brave Colonel Campbell of the first Tennessee 
volunteers, routed the enemy at the fortified post of Puente del 
Morena, and drove them six or eight miles from the scene of action. 
The engineers' under Totten, with such aids as Colonel Smith, Cap- 
tain E,, E. Lee, Saunders, and the gallant subalterns of this valuable 
corps, had their da^ of work at this time. Batteries were to be 
placed, trenches wore to be dug, the science of the West Point 
alumnus was now to he tested, in actual service, under fire. The 
artillerists, under Baukhead, such men as Brooks and Vinton and 
M'Kenaie and Anderson, were to show their skill and prowess, and 
stand to their cannon, day and night. The ordnance offictr, Huger, 
was to give his time and care and provident attention to the supply 
of these instmments of death and destruction. All ivere at work 
feithfully, constantly, unremittingly, and cheerfully. 

On the evening of the 22d, the hurricane of iron mi^iles began 
its ravages upon the devoted town ; northers blew the clouds of 
sand into the faces of the besiegers, and over their works, filling up 
the trenches ; wafer and food had to be can-ied sometimes five miles ; 
the soldier lived in the trenches, and if he slept, slumbered to the 
sound of cannon and the hurst of the bomb-shell; half a million of 
pounds weight of Li'on balls and shells were from the 22d to the 
26th of March, hurled through the troubled air, besides those fired 
18* 
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from the city and Castle. The houses are shattered, the eliurches 
are oh fire ; tho devoted city, like the " cities of the plain " is under 
a Blower of destruction. The Gfov n Ld jldigtltf 
the calls of humanity, proposes aoptlt dft } f 

gotiation as to the terms, articles ofptlt Irrdax 

signed by the commissioners of our my and y G 1 W th 

and Pillow, and Colonel Totten alOpt Alk biilff 
the navy, and Colonels Villaneuv K bl d H tl 

part of Mexico. The Castle and city d d w th 11 f t 

armaments, and munitions of war — th g as p f w 

The officers and soldiers are discha il p l(^dthwdm 
of the step was proved by the fa t th t th y w t f i t 

Oerro Gordo, a month afterwards,) th fl g f th TT ted St t w 
raised over the city and the far-famed fortress of San Juan de 
Tllloa, on the 29th of March. 

Thus was this great work done. Let the reader of military annals 
fornish a parallel, if he can, to this exploit; let him point out in the 
wars of the Peninsula, or Napoleon's campaigns, where he can find 
such a work performed in twenty days from the deck of tho trans- 
port, to the planting of our flag on the highest battlement of the 
water-girt fortress. 

The reflections which naturally suggest themselves to the mind 
on reading the accounts of this siege, are in part already referred to. 
Another is, that the capture was effected strictly according to plans 
carefully made and written out by General Scott, before he left the 
seat of government for the seat of war. 

The ancients regarded the favotir of the goddess " Fortune" as the 
highest recommendation of a leader in war. General Scott, it is 
very manifest, is rather disposed always to trust to his own judg- 
ment and foresight than to the smiles of the fickle goddess. 

He said t« the Secretary of War, on the 27th of October, 1846, 
"To take the Castle of San Juan d'UUoa, would no doubt be a 
virtual and prompt capture of the city lying under its guns. The 
reverse of the proposition would probably not be equally certain — I 
mean in any short time. The Castle, after the loss of the city, 
might still hold out for many weeks, perhaps months, until eom- 
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pelled to surrender fiom the want of subsistence and water, unless 
eirlier red ice 1 by Ian 1 ao 1 water battenes escalade, &c." 

It IS bel evpd that the Castle with a proper garrison, cannot be 
tdken w th witer bittaries alone or by the latter and an escalade, 
withoi 1 1 Tery heavy and dispr portionato Inoa of life on the part of 
the a^ailants bes des a lose of time which by running into the 
season of the vninito might qua Iniple the waste of life, and cause 
the invading aimy t lose a esmpaign 

For these reasons it seems deciiedly preferable to cajiture the 
city Ji si in 1 by its me ns (shelter an 1 gi nsj, to attack the Castle 
by hnd and witei mcl ding jomt eacaUdes, unless it should be 
found probable that the want cf tood aid du king wat^r would lead 
to an eailj surrender 

He goes on to point out even the very place proper to land our 
troops, to suggest the plan of suif-boats, to propose additional bomb- 
keteheaj and on the 12th of No\embei he again proposes to take 
the Castle through the eaptuie of the city, and suggests that he 
shall have an ample force to pieas the war into the mtenui — 1, be- 
cause it would shorten the wai, and thus economize life, 2, because 
a little war is a greater evil than a big war. He looks at the under- 
taking in every point of view, and under every probable result; and 
in this instance, as in almost every other during the war, his sagacity 
and military foresight, to the mere civilian, seem wonderful. The 
ablest generals have had their reverses, and have made mistakes. 
The art of war has been compared to the game of chess. Where 
will you find the most skilful commander who has never made 
a false move, and has never been checkmated, especially when 
he must play out the game with the lack of many of his pieces f 
And yet, when we contemplate the history of Scott's campaign, 
from March to September, 1847, in Mexico, where do we find any 
one serious reverse to Ms arms? On the 20th of August, the 
memorable day of Contreraa and Churubnsco, he fought in one day 
five batiks. He was gallantly supported by his brave officers and 
indomitable soldiers; still, Ais was the hand that made the moves 
upon the military chess-board; his was the eye that overlooked and 
planned the game ; his the commanding and lofty bearing through 
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the Tarioue conflicts, that inspired the poorest soldier with the spirit 
of a hero, and gave him assurance of success. 

He fought yet again, and again ; still victory perched upon hia 
banner. He flung out the stars and stripes from the national pa- 
lace of the capital, and as they waved over the conquered land, they 
shone bright and untarnished by a single defeat. Cortez, hundreds 
of years before, was forced to lament over the " night of despair" 
that followed hia defeat upon the causeway — Scfltt's gallant band 
crossed it at the pas de charge, and greeted, with loud cheers, on 
the plaaa of the capital, a leader who seemed to carry in his right 
hand the prestige of victory. 
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About ten miles from the National Bridge, the road from Vera 
Cruz to the capital reaches a small hamlet, on a comparatively level 
piece of ground, in a basin surrounded with mountaina ; this place is 
one of the Mexican ventas, or stopping-places for the traveller, 
situated on the north aide of the small river called Kio del Plan, 
giving name to this Mexican caravanserai, which is called Plan del 
Kio. The National Eoad here crones two branches of the river 
Chacalacas, which unite a short distance below the venta or inn ; 
and on this spot the American-camp was pitched, about the middle 
of AprU, 1847. 

At this place the tierras oaiientes, or tropical country, may be 
said to end; here begins the slope of the tierras templada,s, the tem- 
perate regions, extending up to the region of the pine forests, oppo- 
site the lofty Coffer, or voloauic peak of Perote. 

From Plan del Rio, going to the capital, the road winds towards 
the north, in a long circuit, through and along lofty ridges, forming 
one boundai'y of this defile, along which runs the EJo del Plan ; after 
a mDe or two it inclines from the northwest to the southwest, and 
along this route, the spurs, or points of lofty ridges, spreading out like 
the fingers on a man's hand, are seen from the road; between these 
ridges, deep valleys, or gorges run down towards the rJver, which, 
from about a mile above the site of the American oamp, runs through 
a deep precipitous ravine, which continues like an impassable gulf 
along the whole range of the road eastwardly; ou the other, or south 
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side of the river, riaea "tlie otter wall of tliis defile or baain, along 
whieli there ia ao regular road. 

After pasaing some three miles along the road, the traveller, who 
is now brought by the southern direction of it close to tLo river 
again, sees on his right a towering eminence crowned with a fortress 
and military works, apparently inaccessible if defended, a spot, 
{com its position, lite a giant guarding the porta! of this rugged de- 
file, commanding all the subordinate strongholds of the ridges and 
salient pointa of thia naturally strong place of defence, and the key 
to the whole position; on hia left, to the sonth, the deep impaasa- 
ble ravine of the river. This is Cerro Gordo. The road, winding 
cloae under the shadow of the lofty Oerro G-ordo, in another mile 
cornea to another, but leaa lofty hiU, under which the Mexican camp 
waa pitched, more than four miles, by the road, from Plan del Rio. 

The reader, even without a plan before him, may form some idea 
of this scene of one of the most gallant battles ever fought — or to 
apeak more correctly, of a seriea of battles, comprising all the diffe- 
rent duties of an army acting in the offensive, under every conceiva- 
ble disadvantage. The perilous reconnaisaanee — the night march — 
the clearing away of such obstacles as must be encountered among 
the mountain fastnesaes — the driving in of outposts and skirmishers 
— the manceuvre to be done witli the precision of a parade, on a 
field day, under the plunging shot of batteries commanding their 
positions — the charge — the rush up the steep mountain-side — the 
storm — the bayonet thrust — the close conflict — ending in victory. 
For the defence of this pass, 

1. The Mexicans had thus, two or three batteries, having in all 
seventeen guna, on their estieme right nearest to Plan del Rio, pro- 
tected on their right by the river ravine. 

2. Farther west, on the road, where it is nearest the river, a six 
gun battery. 

3. Parther up on the great commanding hill, stood the fortress of 
Oerro G-ordo, fenced round with a double line of advanced intrench- 
ments, with sis guns commanding the ravines around it, the circum- 
jacent heights, and road at its foot. 
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4. On their extreme loft was their camp, defended hy a battery 
of five cannon, and having a direct communication with the main 
work ou the steep hill, which was the point d'appui of their position. 
General Scott's plan of action, afterwards so gallantly Becoaded and 
carried out by his brave army of less than nine thousand men, was 
worthy of the science and generalship of this great captmn of the 
age. 

He had an army of more than twelve thousand men oppraed to 
him in these mountain passes, who had chosen their positions — 
planted their cannon on the commanding heights — built up their 
advanced intrenchmeiits, some of them being strong stone walls — 
their line occupied two miles — defended altogether by some fifty 
pieces of artillery — their bronze mouths pointing (as the Mexicans 
supposed) upon every exposed point which our little army would be 
forced to pass. The deep ravine and river — with its impracticable 
ground on the south, forbidding the possibility of turning them on 
that side; with a dense chaparral and another ravine bounding the 
pass on the north. 

That Santa Anna regarded his position as impregnable, may be 
inferred from the proclamation found in hia carriage after the defeat. 
It is manifest that he eyed the entry of Scott with his gallant little 
army into this defile, with the same grim satisfaetion that Leonidas, 
at Thermopylae, regarded the detachments from the Persian hosts 
advance upon his devoted Greeks; or as Hofer, the brave Tyrolese, 
watched from his mountain post the trained troops of the French 
emperor enter the silent gorge of the Innthall, for he says : " Mexi- 
cans, the momentous crisis has at length arrived to the Mexican 
Kepublic. If our country is to be defended, it will be you who 
will stop the triumphant march of the enemy who occupies Vei'a 
Cruz. Vera Ontz calls for vengeance — follow me, and wash out the 
stain of her dishonour ! My duty is to sacrifice myself, and I well 
know how to fulfil it ! Perhaps the American hosts may proudly 
tread the imperial capital of the Aztecs — I will never witness such 
an opprobrium, for I am decided first to die fighting. If the enemy 
advance one step more, the national independence will be buried in 
the abyss of the past," 



.yGoogle 



216 APPENDIX. 

Tile sententious humrnr of General bcott's commentary on ttis 
grandiloquent effuaion is ^ eiy tliajacteiistic ; all that lie says aliout 
it la m five WJicI^ — " We hate toLi^ that Uep." He leaves to all 
aiimirers and imitators rf military bulJetina of the "Erclea vein" 
t> fancy how Santa Anna would finish the syllogism. 

General fecott having ananged his plans, and selected his officers 
and their respeitivc corps for tKe proper duties of each, with that 
BOuEil military judgment which majts the jiidjcioua commander, 
puhlished his memorablo oiders m the 17th of April, (General 
Oiders, No III ) The second diMsiun of regulars under General 
Twigg? had already Titen ordered m the advance, and on that saiae 
17th, had already intimated to the enemy, through such gallant mes- 
sengers a« Colonel Harney and Lieutenant Gardner, that the work 
was begun, and in a way that they lesat espeeted. General Twiggs, 
it must be observed, had arrived at Plan del EJo on the 11th of 
April, the gallant Harney (the American Muiat), with his dra- 
goons in the advance, driving off a body of Mexican lancers who 
occupied that place. On the 12th, Twiggs felt his way among the 
hills, reoonnoitering the position, iatendiug oe the 13th to commence 
hcBtile operations, but Generals Pillow and Shields coming up with 
their volunteers, on the 12tJi, their troops fagged by the unusual 
march through the sandy road from Vera Cruz, but like gallant 
men as they were burning to take a shate in the coming fight, 
begged of Twiggs to defer the attack one day ; he, appreciating the 
feelings of young generals anxious to signalize themselves, assented; 
and during the 13th, Twiggs" movement was still longer deferred 
by orders from General Patterson (whose sickness placed the volun- 
teer troops under General Twiggs' command). By these orders he 
was directed to await tho arrival of the Commander-in-chief. On 
the evening of the 16th, Twiggs received his verbal orders from 
General Scott himself; how they were carried out, the glorious results 
of the 17th and ISth amply show, but on the 17th are dated the 
General Orders for the battle of Cerro Gordo ; and the highest com- 
pliment that oould be paid to a commander-in-chief, was paid by the 
military men of France, when tiey received with them the pub- 
lished accounts of the battle. It was the common remark among 
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thorn, "Thiit Ilia orders before the battle were so exactly carried 
out, that ttey might Lave served for his despatches after the ac- 
tion." This merited praise was from men who had a right to ex- 
press their opinions— from men. who had been marahalled in the 
field by Napoleon, Soult, Bugeawd, Gerard, and Lamorioiere ; men 
who had seen fighting uuder Napoleon's lieutenants on the snowy 
steppes of Eusaia, among the Alps, and the bwning sands of Africa. 
The summary of Greneral Scott's orders were, that General 
Twiggs should turn the enemy's left, to cut off his retreat to Ja- 
lapa, while his batteries and entrenchment* should be attacked in 
front ; General Scott, not choosing to run the ganntlet through the 
fire of the Mexican batteries, decided to make a detour, and throw 
this advanced corps of his army across his road to Jalapa, and to 
effect this object, to make a way through the rugged country on the 
north of the National Road. To effect this with success, the science 
and enterprise of that useful arm of the service, the engineer corps, 
was required ; those patient and fearless pioneers of our army, that 
dunng the whole of this gallant camp gn d d h gn. I rv 
The offiual reports of our generals of 11 g ad I 11 th 

gagements fiom Vera Cruz to the city f M xi fill d w tl 

acknowledgments of the incalculable vl fth usfilfii 
Heie, upon the fields of conflict, in ard d t 1 Id 

they biiug to the iid of our cause, the accurate and lalu^ble know 
ledge acquired in their military alma mater. West Point. Here, 
in the 'ulent, d^rk, and inclement night, when the weary hosts re- 
posed aiound them, in advance even of the picketed sentinel, was 
the engineer to be found making his way by the light of the dim 
lanthom, thiough thickets of chaparral, wandering over the steep 
hills, groping hi? way among the lava fields of the Pedregal, to herald 
the path of the advancing column of infantry or squadron of 
charging oa^alry, or to show to the artillerist where to place his 
guns, and, after carrying his valuable researches even up to the 
enemy s outpcft?, the engineer returns to his quarters, not to 
repose, or even to take time to prepare elaborate reports, but to 
he id the idventurou'f detachment, and pilot the way to the place of 
i nflitt md shaie in the perils of the fight. 
19 
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It would be almost invidious to single out any one among that 
valuable corps who distinguished Limself above his fellows during 
that memorable campMgn, but the Virginian may be pardoned 
if he dwells with some feeling of gratuiation upon a name which 
appeared then, not for the first time, in the annals of the old com- 
monweiilth. The service here required among the gorges of these 
mountains, as well as at the siege of Vera Cruz, and afterwards in 
the swamps of Chalco, and among the lava-fields of Contreras and 
Churubusco, aud under the batteries of the capital, was well ren- 
dered by a worthy son of the historian of the southern campaigns 
of our Eevolution, " Light horse Harry Lee" — that gallant and 
indefatigable partisan cavalry officer, who was as the right arm of 
Greene and Marion. The same untiring watchfulness, and dashing 
courage, that distinguished the sire in the Carolina^, here showed 
itself in his son of the same metal, though in a more scientific arm 
of the service, among the hills and plains of Mexico. Lieutenant 
Beauregard bad begun the arduous duty of selecting the traek and 
preparing the road to lead over slopes and chasms, leaving the 
National Road at its most northerly point, and thus directing the 
course of the division commanded by General Twiggs, westwardly 
and to the north of the main work Cerro Gordo. This duty was 
carried out by Captain E. E. Lee of the engineei-s, until the nature 
of the ground brought the reconnaissance within reaeh of the 
enemy's batteries, making it necessary to carry by storm (I had 
almost said by escalade) the lofty works on Cerro Gordo. General 
Twiggs, moving early on the 17th, with the seoond division of regu- 
lars, took his position by eleven in the morning, the right of hie 
column within seven hundred yards of the enemy's main work. 
Here the veteran Twiggs saw at once the advantage of occupying 
the heights on his line of attack, opposite to the castle and within 
striking distance. The rest of the 17th and the night was allotted 
to the work. The events of the next day of strife, and the results 
of the enterprise would depend upon his seizing and holding these 
opposing high gi-ounds, not only by bivouac, but by the erection 
of a rival battery, to return the compliment of gnipo and cannon- 
balls, as well as musket and riie-bullets. It was an arduous and 
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bold undertaking, but it was done, and effectually done. He de- 
tached Lieutenant Gardner, commanding a company of the 7th 
Infantry, to obseri'e the enemy from the heights — he was met by a 
large force of the Mexicans, greatly outnumbering his party, but his 
business was to hold his position ; and he did it gallantly against 
heayy odds, until he was relieved by the artillery under Colonel 
Childs, and Sumner's mounted riflemen ; these gallant of&cersj under 
the command of Harney (in the absence of Brevet Brigadier Gene- 
ral Smith, who was sick), came to the rescue of Lieutenant Gardner, 
with the intent to drive the enemy tack to bis fortress, and this 
was thoroughly done, but at the expense of a severe wound received 
by the brave Sumner, whose command devolved upon Major Lo- 
ring, Ohiids was in apparently greater peril than Sumner, but he 
came off unhurt ; for, supposing that the work was to be completed 
at once that evening, and, judging from a continuous fire on hia 
left that the game was opened, a part of his regiment advanced 
within 150 yards of the enemy's batteries, and, without heeding the 
recall (more than once given by General Twiggs), be held his posi- 
tion, giving the enemy a foretaste of what he meant to give them 
next day as a part of the storming party. Finding himself unsup- 
ported, he retired, having barely men enough with him to carry off 
his wounded. This movement of the gallant artillerist, though ap. 
parently rash, doubtless had its full effect upon the enemy's vital 
point, for they were swept into their stronghold, and the whole 
division under Twiggs, assisted by the volunteers, were engaged in 
placing on the opposing height a battery of two twentj-four-pound 
howitzers and a twenty-four-pound cannon within a deadly dis- 
tance of the formidable Cerro Gordo and here, during the dark 
hours of the night of the 17th, were the aitiilervmen under Major 
Gardner, riflemen and iniantry, directed by the indefttigable Cap- 
tain Lee, assisted by Lieutenant Hagner ot the oidnauce; eng^ed 
in the heavy, toilbome iuty, of dioggmg these heavy gnns up the 
hill (the men harnessing themselves to the ropes), and preparing 
this batteiy to cover the opeiatiuna ot the ommjr dav of conflict; 
but hard work like hard fighting wa& ill tue to willing hearts, 
knowing then duties and bent on jeifoimin^ them Nor was this 
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all that was done on that eventful day and night, for the reader 
must bear in mindj that from the Yery plan of operations, the battle 
could not he confined to one point or field uf conflict 

The veteran Bennet Eiley, commanding the 2d biigade of this 
second division, co-operated with Harney of the flrst bn^aJe, and 
was marching to the assiatance of Childs, when he was leciUed by 
General Twiggs. And on another point of this extended siene of 
action. General Pillow, of the first brigade of volunteers, consisting 
of the Pennsylvania and Tennessee regiments, a company of Ken- 
tucky voluateers, and a squadron of cavalry, had been allotted to 
the duty of assaulting the enemy's batteries nearest PI m del Eio , 
these were formidable batteries, of seventeen guns in all, upon thiee 
spurs of ridges pointing towards the east and north, from which the 
enemy had communication with their other works by loadi along 
the ridges, but which, if assailed in front, had to be ipproathed ovii 
a route by no means so easy. General Pillow was, by thp geneial 
orders, to attack these in front; the one nearest the river if possible; 
pierce the position, take them in reverse, or pursue the Mexicans 
holding them, if they were abandoned. In connosiou with this de- 
monstration on the enemy's right, was another laborious and bold 
movement, performed by Lieutenants Ripley of the artillery. Tower 
of the engineers, and Lieutenant Laidiey of the ordnance, for, with 
the spirit that animated these corps, they succeeded in carrying an 
eight-inch howitzer across the river to the south side, planted it oa 
the heights there, so as to support by an enfilading Are, the assault 
of General Pillow's brigade. 

The morning of the 18th dawned. The battery on the hill, next 
to Cerro Gordo, was in position. The rocket and howitzer batteries 
attached to the division under Major Talcott were divided, but the 
cannonade from the hill began at seven in the moriiiDg. 

Colonel Riley with his brigade moved off in a circuit to gain the 
Jalapa road, by going round the main work. This movement was 
made under a heavy fire of artillery frotn the Castle and the enemy's 
infantry on the slope of the hill. Riley detached part of his force 
to attack these, while the rest of his command moved on in the 
original direction with Lieutenant Benjamin, under the guidance of 
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Captain Lee of tie engineers. Again, a detachment of tbree com- 
paaies was ordered from his brigade to join those already detached, 
and while Colonel Harney, with his indomitable storming party, waa 
pressing up the slope from the east, Eiley's companies were moving 
at the pai de charge up the opposite side, to meet them at the 
summit. 

Shields, at daylight, moved off with his volunteers, the 3d and 4th 
niinoia regiments, and the New York troops, under the command of 
Colonel Foreman, Colonel Burnett, aad Major Harris, crossing the 
ravine on the north, and taking a still wider sweep through the 
dense thickets, with the purpose of turning the enemy's left. This 
route brought them some half a mile to the rear of Ccrro Gordo, 
and upon the five-gun battery, near tlio caemy's camp. Here the 
gallant Shields, leading his troops, fell desperately wounded with a 
grape-shot, which passed through his breast, and the command de- 
volved upon Colonel Baker, of Illinois, who bravely carried out the 
work which Shields had so resolutely begun. 

But the most striking movement of the day was made under the 
command of the distinguished Harney ; he led the storming party 
from the base of the day's operations, Twiggs' position. Joined by 
six companies of the 8d infantry, under Captain Alexander, four of 
artillery, commanded by the brave Childs, now about to complete 
his work began on the evening preceding, Harney formed his little 
band, sending his rifles under Loring to the left, to keep the enemy 
in check there; and observing a large reinforcement coming up from 
the left on the main road, he determined to anticipate the attack by 
his riflemen; placed the 7th infantry on the right, the 3d on tho 
left, the artillery in the rear ; and made his swoop, like an eagle 
from his eyrie. On went the steadfast Americans, under a storm of 
shot from musket, rifle, eseopette, and cannon; our howitzers, 
rockets, and heavy gun from the redoubt above, vaulted an arch of 
iron haU still higher than the hurricane of Mexican missiles. The 
gallant Harney, his commanding figure towering above his host, 
cheered them on to the steep ascent. They breasted it like heroes ; 
killed and wounded fell thick around them under the plunging fii'e 
from above; the survivors have no time to heed them — onward, 
19* 
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onward ! is the word. The spirit outlasts the breath ; the soldiers 
of the 7th halt— not to retreat, but to gather wind for another rush. 
There is hut one word of command from the officers, from Plympton, 
Childs, Alexancler, or Harney, — " Charge ! charge !" The first 
intrenchment of mountain atone is reached — the enemy are serried 
behind it; again Harney's word of command, like a bugle-note, 
seems to be the motive power of the little phalanx — it is surmounted ; 
cleared ; the bayonets cross for a moment — and it is left behind. Then 
up — up — up the steep slope press the gallant party to the nest 
intrenchment, close under the lofty citadel. The same result fol- 
lows ; another struggle, the fiercest and the last, and the position is 
gained! The Mexican colours are down. The stai's and stripes 
float out from the summit of Oerro Gordo. The gallant Quarter- 
master Sergeant Henry, of the 7th Infantry, is the first to bring 
down the banner of Mexico, which had so long predominated over 
the rugged hills of this mountain pass, and down the slope of their 
famed fortress hurry the flying Mexicans. 

This bold charge was made under the eye of the commanding 
General, who witnessed it in person ; he was on the spot inspiring 
his subalterns and soldiers with confidence, by his martial bearing 
and calm intrepidity. It is related of him, that perceiving a person 
severely wounded in the very storm of the battle, and being in- 
formed that it was Captain George W. Patten, of Kiley's brigade, 
he stopped to address some words of sympathy, or kind inquiry, to 
him, but such was the roar of the conflict, that the wounded officer 
could not hear the words. 

Captain Magmder, of the artillery, who had on the day before 
gone to the aid of Colonel Childs, under a shower of balls, was now 
directed to turn the cannon upon the enemy below, towards the 
west ; they were attacked in flank also, about the very critical period 
when their great work was taken. A part of Eilej's command, 
under the conduct of Captain Lee of the engineers, together with 
the volunteers under Shields, succeeded by Baker, as before related, 
coming in upon the Mexicans on their extreme left, routed them 
effectually. Though the leader of these brave volunteers fell, as it 
was supposed, mortally wounded, the command devolved upon one 
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BU-ited to the emergency, Colonel Baker, who, like others of his 
cnimtrymen, showed himself at home in the chaparral of the 
Mexican mountains, as well as upon the floor of Congress ; his New 
York and Illinois troops moTed upon the enemy behind Oerro 
Gordo, took his guns, baggage, aud many prisoners, and, with a 
large portion of hia command, he joined Captain Taylor, of the light 
artillery, and part of Kiley's troops under Lieutenant Lyon — first 
under the direction of Twiggs, then under Major-General Patterson, 
who had left a sick bed for the post of duty, and conducted these 
victorious troops in the pursuit, as far as Jalapa. General Worth, 
who was ordered to march by the right, in support of Twiggs, came 
up in time to witness the taking of Cerro Gordo, and was with 
General Scott in the fortcess when the white flag was displayed, 
and the surrender eifected at the position carried by the volunteers. 
He passed on with his force, and in four days was master of Perote. 
The Yietory was complete, it was a rout. There was no point 
unassailed, and no p 't' n 1 ft f th M ' f th n nj ' 

right, General Pillow th 18 h w t h was d tit 

assail the formidabl Itte pp dthmltntntlh 

should find the action mm d a th n my 1 ft b bt j 
hia command to the p t f dang I t th fi h w f h t 

from the batteries oH j,dhmfo t ht j. tfthfli nl 
prepare for another attack, the flanking howitzer aoroes the rxYcr, 
under the charge of Lieutenant Elpley, pouring in a steady fire in 
the mean time. Pillow, though wounded in the first assault, and 
rendered " hors de combat," did not intend to give up the contest, 
but assisted by Colonel Campbell and his brave ofiicers, was ready 
for another assault upon battery No. 1, when he heard of the sur- 
render of the key of the enemy's position, and the necessary result 
was, the surrender of the batteries against which he was aeting. 
This part of the engagement, though not so successful as the attacks 
about Cerro Gordo, answered the purposes and fulfilled the wishes 
of the Commander-in-chief. The enemy had work to do at every 
point of his defences, the simultaneous movement upon him at all 
points, prevented all succouring manceuvres, and made quick work of 
it. The reports of the casualties in Pillow's brigade, testify that 
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even more were killed and wounded of his brigade than in the more 
successful corps of General Shields. 

Thus ended the battle of Cerro G-ordo, one of the most remark- 
able in our annals, for the triumphant results of a battle which from 
its very character seemed to forbid the possibility of entire success 
in all its details, being a series of separate attacks against various 
points IjiDg widely apart, aad separated by a country rugged to 
wildneas; done, too, in one combiDed and well-concerted movement, 
by troops of all grades of experience, volunteers, who fought like 
veterans, raw levies even among the regulars, who had not received 
two weeks' drilling, and never before fired a sbot in battle (one-half 
of (be 3d infantry under Alexander were of this class), against 
heavy odds niimerically, without regarding the advantages of posi- 
tion, and the defence of intrenchments, for General Scott's aimy, 
including liia reserve, did not exceed 8500, wbile the enemy were 
more tliaa 12,000. The enemy had but to await the attack on their 
lofty perch, and then fire or charge dovm upon us ; while our men 
had to out roads for their march through tangled thickets, over 
hills and deep ravines, drag their cannon up precipices with their 
own hands, where tbe sure-footed mule could not work ; and when 
the word "forward" was given, to spend strength and breath ap 
the steep slopes under the pelting sterms of bullets from above. 
And as to the " morale" in the comparison, our soldier was in a 
foreign land, impelled by no hope of plunder (for his stem but 
prudent leader would not allow it), his sole stimulus, his sense of 
dilty, his sole attraction, the waving folds of the "flower flag" of 
his country ; the Mexicans fought for home, and hearth-stone, for 
country and kindred, for national honour against an invading foe, 
under a leader who battled on his patrimonial lands, and had sworn 
to conquer or die fighting, with his face to the foe, defending at 
once his country's independence, and his own estate. And yet 
were the Mexicans beaten, even to disorganization; more than 1000 
killed and wounded, one geaei-al officer killed, and five taken pri- 
soners, 3000 prisoners taken and discharged on parole. The self- 
sacrijicmg general-in-ohief, Santa Anna, flying ahead of his routed 
troops. The stunning effect of the defeat lasting for months, and, 
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neutralizing all opposition at La Hoya, Perote, and Puebla, strong 
places for resistance, filled with valuable military stores and muni- 
tions, opening tte way to the capital of the country to the vic- 
torioua march of the commanding General of our army, and giving 
him time to gather and organize the scanty reinforcenients sent to 
him preparatoiy to the crowning victories, toilsomely but gloriously 
won, at Contrerae, Churuhusco, Ohapul tepee, and the causeway. 

In giving thia rapid and imperfect sketch of this great and signal 
battle of Cerro Gordo, the writer has felt very sensibly his own 
want of military knowledge. One consoling reflection, however, is, 
that while he could not (without making his account an army list), 
name eve y galla t part c pant n the atrugsle or give e ery deta led 
movement yet h has honestly and c refully str ven v f / o k 
rec rd of the vanous deeds of bold ente j a 1 gallant I ear ng 
of those who bore a part n the fray The reitd who w I es to 
form a n I tary j idgment ol the j, t on jnd kn w who fo gl t and 
fell the p muBt turn to the maisterly lett^ s of Scott with tl e able 
reportq of tl o>ie of h s b ave 1 utena ts who car ed it so fa th 
f lly the prophet ders of the noble apt n 

The following 1 st of offi er th gh neces a ly confined to those 
who we e the 1 alley hottl s will show to the pader the na n s of 
miny wl n tho n me n rahle fights only ad led nc ease I lustre 
to tl Ion on at ( o o lo 
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LIST OF OFFICERS 



OP THE U. S. AKMY AND VOLUNTEERS, 



WHO WEKB ENGAGED IN THE BATTLES OF THE VALLEY OP 

UNDER COMMAND OP MAJOR-OENERAL WINFIELD SCOTT, 



In the months of August and Septenibei-, 1S47. 



The notes of killed, wounded, &c., and the brevet rank of all 
ofB-cers engaged in that service, are helieved to be perfectly- correct. 
In some cases, where no brevet is mentioned, the officers either died 
or loft the service before they were conferred; in a few instances 
they were declined. Breveta are not commonly conferred on volun- 
teer officers, although their services ai-e admitted, by the army and 
the nation, to have been in the highest degree meritorious aad dis- 
tinguished. 



1. M^. Gen. Winfield Scott, 

2. Lt. Col. E. A. Hitohooek, 

3. Capt. H. L. Scott, 

i. IstLt. T. Williams, 

5. Br. 1st, Lt. G. W. Lay, 

6. 2d Lt. Schuyler Hamilton, 

7. Maj. J. P. Gaines, 



1. Maj. J. L. Smith, 

2. Capt. E. E. Lee, 



Commanding the anny. 
Colonel. Acting Inspector- General. 
Lt. Col. A. D. C, and Chief Adj. Gen's 

Dcp. 
Major. A. D. C. 
Captain. Military Secretary. 

" A. D. G. Badly wounded, Mira 

Plores, Aug. 18tU, 1847, 
Volimteer A. D. C. 



Colonel. Chisf Engineei-. 

" Wounded at Cliapultepeo, Sept. 
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S. Capt. Jaa. L. Maeon, 

4. Lt. P. G. T. Beauregard, 

5. " Isaac J. Stevens, 

6. " Z. B. Tower, 

7. " G. W. Smitii, 



It. Col. WoTindecl seTcroly, Molino del 

Bey, Sept. 8. 
Majoi-. "Wounded at Belen Gate, Sept. 

la. 

" Wounded at San Cosme, Sept. 

13. 
" "Wounded at Chapultepec, Sept. 

13. 
Captain. 

" Wounded at Molino del Eey, 



1. Capt. Benj Hagei Colonel. Chief of OrdnajieeDopartment. 

2. iBtLt. P V Hjgnei M^or. 

3. 2d Lt. C. P Stone Captain. 



Chiefof Top. Engineers. Served 

with Gen. in chief. 
Served witt Twiggs' Division. 



Cliief of Q. M. D. Served with 
Gen. in Chief. DiedinMesioo. 

Served with Worth's Diiaaion. 
" " Twiggs' " 

Ass't to Chief Quartermaster. 

Commanded a company of vo- 
lunteers at Churubusco. 

Served with Harney's Briga.de. 

Q. M. Quitman's Division. 
" Pillow's 



1. Maj. Wm Tuinball 


Colonel. 


2. Capt. J. M Clellan, 
8. 2d Lt. Geo, Thorn. 
4. Br.2dLt.E.L. F.Hardoaatle, 


Lt, Col. 
, Captain 


anARTEBISaSTEB'S DEPARTMENT. 

1. Capt. J. E. Irnin, 




2. " 
8. " 

4. " 

5. " 


A. C. Myers, 
Robert Allen, 
H, C. Wayne, 
J. M'Kinstry, 


Major. 


6. " 

8. " 
S. " 


G. "W. F. "Wood, 
Jos. Daniels, 
O'Hara, 
M'Gowan, 





1. Capt. J, B. Grayson, 
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2 
4 


" A. Van Burcn, Lt. Col. 
•' A. W. Burns. 
" A. G. Becnctl:, 




1 


Surg Cen Ti o L we Br. Gen. 


Seryed with Gen. in chief. 




Surge nn B F ffarne 






r "^ at erlee 


Chief Surgeon, Worth's Biv. 


4 


f S Trple 


" " Twiggs' " 


5 


B lonP nlull 


Attached to 7th Infantry. 


6 


J J B l\,fe}t 


Medical Purveyor. 


7 


J M fuyle 


Attached to dth Artillery. 


8 


Asst Sur„ A F Suter 


Rifle regiment. 


9 


'■ J '^ njpaon 


" 6th Infantry. 


10 


1\ C lele 


8th 


11 


H H St e 


1st Artillery. 


12 


J Su n 


ith Infantry. 
Wounded Sept. 8 


13 


T 1 B r e'. 


Ca^airy. 


li 


I U II He 


i!d Artillery. 


15 


C C Keemv 


" Sd Infantry. 


16 


J r Head 


" Taylor's Battery. 


17 


J F Hanmond 


" 2d Infantry. 


18 


J M S ner 


" Magruder'e Bat'y 


19 


t P Deje le 


2d Artillery. 


20 


E Swft 


" Ist Dragoons. 


21 


Sur„e n J M Tjler 


■' Voltigenra. 


22 


Jt W Han 


2dPa.VoinnteerS. 


28 


Surgeon C. J. Uark, 


S. C. Volunteers. 


24 


M. B. Halatead, 


N. Y. Volunteers. 


26 


Asst. 9urg. R. Hagan, 


14tli Infantry. 


26 


" H. L. Whelton, 


Pillow's Division. 


27 


Surgeon R. Eitcliie, 


.. 


28 


J. Barry, 




29 


D. S. Edwards, U.S. N., 


Chief Surg, of Quitman's Diy. 


an 


" L. W. Jordan, 


Attached to 14th Infajitry. 
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. Paesed Asst, Surg. Riohiird 

M'SheiTj, U. S. N„ 
. Surgeon W, Robaits, 



Acting Surgeon of Marines 

Attached to Stlv Infantry, i 

tally wounded, Sept. 8. 



1. Col. W. S. Harney, 2d D,, Br. Geo. Commanding Cavalry. 

2. let Lt. Wax. Steele, " Captiiia. A. A. A. G. 

3. 2d Lt. Julian May, M.Riftes, 1st Lt. Aid-de-Camp. 



1. Capt. P. Kearney, Com. 1st D., Major 

2. Ist Lt. a. S, EweU, Captain, 

3. 2d Lt. Orren Cliapman, Ist Lt. 
i. " L, Graham, C.iptain. 



Wounded at Si 
August 20. 



. Maj. E. V. Samner, 


Colonel. 


Commanding. 


3. Capt. Goo. A. H. Blake, 


M^or. 




. " Croghan Ker, 




Woundeil soverclj, Sept. 8 


I. " S. B. Thornton, 




Eillad, San Antonio, Aug. 


. " W. J. Hardee, 


Lt. Col. 




. " K. W. MerriD, 


Major. 




. " H. H. Sitiey, 


Major. 




3. 3d Lt. R. U. Anderson, 


1st Lt. 




a. " J. Y. Bioknell. 






0. " J, M, Hawes, 


lat Lt. 




1. " T. F. Castor. 






3. " Arthur D. Tree, 


Isl Lt. 


Wounded at Moliiio del I 
Sept. 8. 


3. " James Oakes, 


Captain 




i. " W. D. Smitli, 







1. Lt. Col. ThoB. P. Moore, 

2. Capt. E. B. GaJther. 
8. " A. M. Puperu. 



Commanding Begiini 
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4. Capt. A. T. M'Eeynolds. Major 

6. letLt. Geo. J. Adde. 
6. " J. A. Divver. 
T. " Geo. E. Manay. 

8. " J. T. Brown. 

9. 2d Lt. J. C. D. WiUiams, 

10. " W. C. Wttgley. 

11. " Francis Henry, 

12. " W. Merrihew. 

13. " Wm. Blood. 

14. " W. G. Mosely. 



1. Capt. ChB. F. Ruff, Major 

2. Ifit Lt. And. J. Lindsay, Captu, 
8. " Jno. G. Wall;er, Captai 
4. 2d Ll^ Geo. H. Gordon, Ist Lt 



Wounded at 
Aug. 20. 



Wounded at Molino del Hey. 



Wounded .it JiolJno del Rey. 



1. 


Bt. Maj. Gen. W. J. Wovtli, 




Commanding Diyisioi 


2. 


Bt. Cftpt. W. W. Maokall, 


Major. 


A. A. G. 


3. 


" " J. C. Pemberton, 


Major. 


Aide-de-camp. 


4. 


Bt. 1st Lt. L. B. Wood, 


Captain 


. Aide-de-camp. 


6. 


Maj. Borland, Ark. Vol. 




Vol. Aide-de-oamp. 


6. 


Lt. Raphael SenimeB, U. S. 


N. 


Vol. Aide-de-camp. 



!. Bt. Col. Jno. Garland, 4tliL, Br. Gei 
2. Bt. Capt. W. A. Niohola, Major. 
8. 2d Lt. Herman Thorn, Captain 



. Ool. S. S. Clai-Ise, 6tli Inf. Br. Gor 
1. 2d Lt. R. W, Kirkham, Captaii 

I. " W. T. BurweH, 



Commanding Brigade. 
A, A. A. G. 

Aide-de-camp, ivoimded i 
Molino del Rey. 



Commanding Brigade. 
A. A. A. G. 
AidG-de-Camp, Killed a 

lino del Bey. 
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1. 


Major P. H. Gait, 


Lt. Col. 


Commanding regiment. 


2. 


Capt. S. M'Kcnzie, 




Ccm'd of Stormera, Sept. 13. 


3. 


" and Et. Lt, Col. C. F. 








Smiti, 


Colonel. 


Commanded L. Inf. Battalion. 


4. 


Capt. and Bt. Lt, Col. J. 








Dunoaii, 


Col., Ins 


Gen., 

Commanded Battery, &e., Ar- 
tillery, Sept. 12, 13, 14. 


6. 


Captiiiii H. Brooks, 


Lt. Col. 


Commanded reg't, Sept. 18. 


6 


1st Lt. M. L, Shackelford, 




MoHally wouaded at Molino 
del Key. 


^ 


■' C. ii. Daniels, 




MortaUy wonndsd at Molino 
del Rey. 


8 




' L. G. Arnold, 


Captain. 


Wounded at Chumbusco. 


9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
IS 

16 
17 
8. 




' F. Woodbridge, 
' J. Sedgwick, 
' A. Elzey, 
' Win. B. Blair. 
' Henry J. Hunt, 
' Wm. Hays, 
' "WiH. Armstrong, 
' H. A. Anen, 

S. S. Anderson, 
' John J. Peek, 


Major. 
Captain 

Major. 

Captain 
Major. 


Killed at Molino del Rey. 


9. 


ad Lt. H P Clarke, 


Captain 




^0. 


" M » L Simpson, 




With Stormers, lat Division. 


1 


Colonel F S Beltfln, 


Colonel. 




2 


Captain Mai tin Enrke, 


Lt. Col. 




3 


Breyet Major R D A IVacle 




Wonnded at Churubnsco. 


4 


Captain Bobeit Andeieon, 


Major. 


" Molino del Key. 


6 


" E. J. Steptoe, 


Lt. Col. 


Quitman's Division. 


6 


lstLt.amdAdjt.Wm.Aaatine 


Major. 




7 


" Henry B. Judd, 


Captain 




8 


Breret Capt. Geo. W. Ayres, 




iOlled at Molino del Rey 


9 
10 


1st Lt. R. W. Johnson. 
" H. Bronn, 


.. 




11 




Francis J. Thomas. 
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. 2d Lt. Jaa. I. Fariy, 




Killed at Molijio del Roy. 


. " Louis D. IVeloh. 






i. " Geo. P. Andrews, 


Captiiin 




X " Hamilton Shields, 






i. " Jno, H, Lendi-uni, 


1st Lt. 




. Major Franois Lee, 


Colonel, 


Commanding Regiment, 


2. Brev. Maj. E. 0. Buelianaji, 


Lt. Col. 




3. Ist Lt. Heni-y Prince, 


Major. 


Seyerely n'ounded at Molino 
del Rey. 


1. " Jno. H. Gure, 


Captain 




" Sidney Smith, 




Mortally -wounded in City of 
Mexico, Sept. 14. 


" G, 0. Haller, 


Major. 


With Stormcrs, Sept. 8. 


" Jenks BeamMi, 






. 2d Lt, U. 8, Grant, 


1st Lt. 




" H. M. Judal,, 


Captain. 




. " A. E. Linoolii, 


1st Lt, 


Woanded at Molino dol Roy. 


" T. J. Montgomery, 






. " A. P. Rogers, 




Killed at Cliapiiltepec. 


. " D. P. Jones, 


ist Lt. 




. " M. Moloney, 


Captain, 


WithStormers atMol, del Key. 


. " T. R. M'Connell, 


1st Lt, 


at Chapultepeo. 


. " Edmund Russell, 







1. Brev. Col. I, S. M'Intosh, 

2. Brer. Lt. Col, Martin Scott, 

3. Captain M. E. Men-ill, 
4 " E, K, Smith, 

5. " Wm. Chapmiin, Lt. Col 

6. " Daniel Kuggles, " 

7. " D, H. MTliail, Msijor, 

8. IstLt, N. B. RosauU, '■ 

9. " S. H. Fowler, Captaii 



Mortally wounded at Molino 

del Bey, 
Killed at Molino del Rey, 

Mortally woundetl at Molino 

del Rey. 
Commanding Regiment after 
death of superior oliicera. 
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10. 


1st It. P. Lugcnbeel, 


Major. 


Slightly wounded. 


11. 


" M. lloseacraiits, 


Captain. 




12. 


" C. S. Hamilton, 


Captain. 


Seyerely wounded at Molino 
del Key. 


18. 


2d Lt. F. S. Dent, 


1st Lt. 


Severely wounded at Molino 
del Key. 


14. 


" E. B. Strong, 




Killed at Molino del Eey. 


15. 


.". J.P.Smith, 




" Chapultepeo. 


16. 


" P. Parrelly, 




Severely wounded at Cliuru- 

bllBCO. 


1. 


Major B, L. E. Bonneyille, 


Lt. Col. 


Commanding regiment. 


2. 


Captain Wm. Hoffman, 






3. 


Albemarle Cady, 


Major. 


Wounded at Molino del Key. 


i. 


T. 1, Alexander, 






5. 


J. B. 8. Todd. 






6. 


W. H, T. Walker, 


Lt. Col. 


Severely ivoundad at Molino 
del Rej. 


7. 


C. S, LoYelL 






8. 


1st Lt. E. Joiinson, 


CapUin 




8. 


" T. Hendrickson, 




Severely wounded at Churu- 
busco. 


10. 


" L. A. Arraietead, 


Major. 


Wounded at Chapultepoo. 


11. 


■' Leonidas Wetmoie, 


Captain 




13- 


" John D. Bacon, 




Mortally wounded at Churu- 
busco. 


13. 


" A. Morrow, 






14. 


2d Lt. A. D. Kelson. 






15. 


■' R. F. Ernst, 




Mortally wounded at Molino 
del Key. 


16. 


" B IV Eiikham 






17, 


" B Howe 


1st Lt. 




18. 
19. 


" LB Baanei 
" W S Hanoock 







1. Major C A Waitt Colonel. Wounded at Molino del Eey. 

2. Brevet Major George Wright, " Wounded oommanding storm- 

ers, Sept. 8. 
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I. Captain and Brevet Major W. 



B. Montgomery, 


Lt. Cel. 


Wounded 
Sept. 9. 


t Molino i3el Boy, 


4. Captain R. B. SorsTen, 








5. " J. V. Bomford, 








6. " J. V. n. BeeTS, 








7. " C. B. Gates, 


Major. 






8. " larkin Smith, 




Wonnded a 


t Molino del Bey. 


9. 1st It. Josepli SeMen, 






Chapultepec. 


0. " J. 6. Bucbank, 




Mortally woimdcd at Molino 






del Bey. 




1. " Jiio. Beai-dsley, 


Captain 


IVouDded a 


t Molino del Bey. 


2. " C. F. Morris, 




Mortally « 
del Rcy. 


ounded at Molino 


S. " J. D. aai-Re, 




Wounded a 


t Molino del Key. 


i. " J. Longstreet, 


Major, 




Chapul tepee. 


5. 2d Lt. E. B. Hollowaj, 


]at Lt. 




CLuritbnsoo. 


S. " C. G. Merchaot, 








7. " Geo. IVaiowriglit, 






Molino del Bey. 


3. " J. Q. 9. Snelling, 








J. " T. G. Pitelier, 








). " G. E. Piokett, 









1. Brig. Gen. D. E. Tniggs, JIaj. Gee, 

2. 1st Lt. W. H. T. Broot:a, Major. 

3. " P. W. M'Donald, Captain, 



1. Brer. Brig. Gen. P. F. Smith, Maj. Gon. Commasiding Brigade, 

2. 1st Lt. Earl Van Dom, 7th 

Infantry, Major. A. A. A. G. 



1. Brevet Colonel B. Riley, Brig. Gen. Commanding Brigade, 

2. Brevet Capt. E. B. S. Canby, Major. A. A. G. 

8, Ist Lt. Julius Hayden. Captain. Aide-de-oarap. 
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LIST OP OEPrCBES. 



1. Major W. W. loring, 


Colonel 


Severely wonniJed at Garita 
de Belen. 


2. Captam W. F. Sanderson, 


Major- 




8. " Henry C Pnpe 






i. '■ Geo B Cr Itenclen 






5. " Jn( B Simon'on 






6. " T B Ba kenatoBS 


Lt Col 




7. " S S TiBker 


Mnior. 




8. " BSE bert" 


Lt Col 




0. " Indrew Pnrler, 






0. 1st Lt, M. E. Van Bnreii, 


Captain 


Severely wounded at Con- 
ti-eras. 


1. " Llewellyn Jones. 




2. Ist Lt, Noah Newton. 






8. 2d Lt. Geo. M'Lane, 


Captaio. 




i. 


' R. M. Morris, 






6. 


' F. S. K. Kusaell, 


Ist Lt. 


Wounded Septemlter 13. 


6. 


' D. M. Froat, 






7. 


' Jdo. p. Hfttoii, 


Captain 




8. 


' Gordon Granger, 






0. 


' J. N. Palmer, 


1st Lt, 


Wounded ncai- Cliapultope-!. 


0. 


' James Stuai-t, 


Captain, 




. " Alfred Qibbs, 


1st Lt. 




. Breret Major J. Dimick, 


Colonel. 


Gommaniimg Regiment 


. Captain Geo. Nauman, 


Lt. Col. 




" Francis Tajlor, 




Commanding Liftlit Battery, 
T-wiggs' DiuMon 


i. " Jno. H. Winder, 


Major. 




" Jno. B. Magruder, 


Lt. Col. 


Commanding Light Battery, 
Pillow's Division 


" B. A, Caproii, 




Killed at Chuiulrasoo 


" M. J. Burke, 






" Jno. S. Hatheway, 


Major. 




. Is 


Lt, Wm. H. French., 
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t Lt. J. N. naakin, 


Major. 


Wounded 


at Cliapultepeo. 


H. D, Grafton, 


Captain. 






" 9, K. Dawson, 








" J. G. Martin, 


Major. 


Wounded i 


at Cturubusoo, 


" J. M, Bramian, 


Captain. 


Wonnded 




Lt. Henry Coffee, 








" E. C. Bojnton, 




Wounded , 


at ChnrubuBCO. 


" Thos. I. Jackson, 








" Tmman Seymoui-, 








" S. Hoffman, 




Killed at 


Chui-ubusao. 


" Jno, B, Gibson, 


1st Lt, 






'■ J. P. Johnston, 




Killed at 


Coiitreras. 



1. Captain E. B. Alexander, 

2. " J. Van Horne, 
8. " Lewis S. Craig, 



Lt, Col, Commiinding Regiir 



Lt, CoL 



ercly i 



inded i 



i. " J. M. Smith, 

5. " W, H. Gordon, 

6. " Daniel T. Chandler, Lt. Col. 

7. " Stephen D. Dobbins, With Stormers at Clii 

8. Ist Lt. 0. L, Sheppaxd, Major. 

9. " W, B. Johns, Captain, 

10. " D. C. Bviell, Major, Severely iTounded i 

buaoo, 

11. " J, B. lliohardson, " 

12. " A. W. Bowman, Captain. 

13. 2d Lt. Henry B, Sliroede!-, 

14. " Barnard E. Bee, 

15. " HencyB. cuts, 

16. " W, H. Wood. 

17. " J. D, Wilkins, 

18. " J, N, G. Whistler, 

19. " M. O'Sullivan. 

20. ■' Geo, Sytoa, 



Captain, Stormera at Chapultepec 



. Major Jno, L. Gardner, Colonel, Commanding Regiment, 

, Brevet Major H, Brown. Lt. Col. 
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LIST 01' OFFICERS. 



S. Captain S. H. Drum, 




KiUoii at Garita de Belen. 


4. " S. C. Ki(]gely, 


Major. 




6. 1st Lt. Jdo. W. Phelpa, 


Captain 




6. " J. N. M. Cown, 






7. " Q. W. Getty, 






8, " A. P. Howe, 






S. " C. Benjamin, 




KiUeii at Belen Garita. 


0. " D. H. HUl, 


Major. 




1. " F. J. Porter, 




Wounded Sept. 13, at Belen. 


2. 2d Lt. F. Collins, 


1st Lt. 


at Contreras. 


3. " A. L. Magilton, 






i. " G. -i. DeEueay, 




With Btormers at Cliapultepec 


). " 8. L. Gouyemeur, 






1. Captain T. Morris, 


Lt. Col. 


Couinianding 2d Infantry, 


2. " J. J. E. Kingsbui7 


M^or. 




3. " J. B. Smitli, 


Lt. Col. 




i. " Silas Casey, 




Severely wounded Sept. IStli 
with atormers. 


5. " Jaa. W. Penrose, 


Major. 




6, ■' H. W. WeasellB, 




Wounded at Contreras. 


7. " Jas. W. Anderson, 




Mortally wounded at Chum- 

luLseo. 
Wounded at Churubasoo. 


B. 1st It. C. S. Lovell, 


Captain 


9. " C. Davidson, 






0. " Geo. C. "Weacott, 




WonndedAug. 19. With storm. 
ers Sept. 13. 


'< B. P. TiMen. 






2. " N. Lyon, 


Captain 


Wounded in City of Mesieo. 


. 2d Lt. J. yf. Soliureman, 


latLt. 




. " G. E. Jarvis, 






" DaYid R. Jones. 






" Frederick Steele, 


Captain 


With Btormers Sept. 18. 


. " Thos. Early, 




Killed at Churubusco. 


. " Nelson H. Davis, 


1st Lt. 




. ■' Wm. M. Gwdner, 




Severely wounded at Clraru- 

tlllSCO. 
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Lt. Col. I. Plympton, 


Colonel. 


Commanding Regiment. 


Maj. A. Bainbridge, 


Lt. Col. 




Captain B. H. Boas, 






" a. R. Paul, 


Major. 


With Stormers. 


" Charles Hanson, 




Mortally wonnded at Contreras 


" J. G. Henshaw, 






1st Lt, Henry Little, 


Captain 




" C. H. Huraljer, 




Severelj wounded at Clraru- 
buseo. 


" Levi Gaatt, 




Killed at Chapultepec. 


" S. B. Haymai.. 






2d Lt. P. Gardner, 


Captain 




" W. K. Van Bokkelci 


, IstLt. 




" Ed. K. Smith, 


Captain 




" W. H. Tyler, 


1st Lt. 




" 9. B. Maiej, 






•■ T. Heni-y, 







1. Maj. Gen. 0. J. Pillow. 

2. BreTet Captain J. Hooker 
8. iBt Lt. G. W. Rains, 
4. " R. S. Riploy, 
6. P. Mid. B.C. Rogers, U.S.N. 



Commanding Diy. Wi 
Chapukepeo. 
Lt. Col. A. A. 0. 
Captain. Aide-de-eamp. 
Major. Aide-de-camp. 

Vol. Aide-de-camp. 



1. Brig. Gan. Franklin Pierc 

2. Captain 0. F. Winsthip, 

3. 1st Lt. E. H. Fitzgerald, 



Commanding Brigade. 
)r. A, A. G. 
Aide-de-camp. 



1. Brig. Gen. Goo. Cadwaladcr, Maj. Gen. Commanding Brigade 

2. Brevet Capt. Geo. Deas, Major. A. A. 6. 

3. lat Lt. J. F. Irons. Mortally wounded al 
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LIST OF OFEICERS. 



. Colonel T. B Ransom, 
;. Maj. T. H Se^mom, 
i. Captain J S Pitmjn 
L " E A Kimljall, 
i. " N S WeWi, 
1. " C N Bodfisli, 

" J. W Thompson 
i. let Lt Jno S Sluoum, 
t. " HudAJj J C Spiagne, 
>. " Geo BnweiB, 
1. " J. H. JaoliSon, 
I. " Albert Tracy, 
{. " J". M. Hathaway, 
1. 2d Lt. A. A. Stoddard, 
>. " T. P. Pierce, 
3. 2d Lt. T. H. Crosby, 
T. " A. T. Palmei-, 



K. ( 



Drum 



John GlJckm 
LoTi W iiJhouse 
W. A Ncwm m, 
John Mi,NaljL 



Wniinded at Chapultopeo. 



Wounded at CluiriibuE 



Wounded at Cliurubusoo. 



.. Lt. Col. M 1 Bonliam 
;. Captain W B H Iden, 
I. " Allen Wood, 
1. " J. W. Denver, 
i. 1st. Lt. Charles Taplin, 
(. " J. H. H. Felch. 
'. " W. B. Giles, 
i. " John L. Simpkins, 
i. 2d Lt. Henry Almstedl. 
). " W. A. Linn. 
I. " A. E Steeii 
i. " J. M Bion^ "h 



Brig. Gen,, Wounded at Ciiurubnsoo. 
Colonel. 
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3. Major F. D. Miles, 




Killed at San Antonio garita 
August 20. 


4. " Samuel Woods, Majo 






6t!i Infantrj, 


Lt, Col. 




5. Captain E. Van dev enter. 






6. " Daniel Chase, 


Major. 




7, " James A. Jones, 






8. " E. A. King. 






9. " Isaac D. Ton. 






10. " Augustus Quiirles, 




Mortally wounded at Clmra- 
busGO. 


11. " IVI. Iloftglaud, 




12. IstLt, G. W. Bowie, 






13. " Thomas H. Freolon, 


Captnin 




4. '■ T. F. Braadhead, 






e. '■ P. Upmau, 






6. " J. B. IVIiller. 






7. " E. L. Miirahall, 






8. " A. G. Sutton, 






9, " J. B. Goodman, 




Killed at Chui-ubusco. 


20. 2d. Lt. Daniel S-renoh, 






Zl. " Charles Peteniell, 






22. " J. W. Wiley, 


1st. Lt. 




iS. " H. M. Cady. 






24. " L. E. Beach, 






25. " F. 0. Bceliett, 






26. " Thomas E. Tiltoii. 






27. " W. H. H. Goodloe, 




Wounded at Ciiuruhusco. 


28. " L. P. Titus, 






29. " J. R. Beuuctt, 






1. Lt. Col. William M. Graham 




Killed at Molitio del Bey. 


2. Major J. F. Hunter, 


Lt. Col. 




3. Captain William H. Irwiu, 


Major, 


Wounded at Molino del Key. 


i. " 0. Waddell. 






5. " P. M. Guthrie, 






6. " Arnold Syberg. 






7. " Thomas F. M'Coy, 


Captain 
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LIST OF OFriCEllS. 



i. lat Lt. Daniel S. Lee, 


Captain 


Wounded, 


August 20. 


" John Motz, 


Major. 






). " C. P. Evans, 


Captain 






. " B. F. Hurley, 








. 3d Lt. a. L. M'Clellaiid. 








. " A. H. Tippin, 


1st. Lt. 






. " W. H. Scott. 








. " R. H. L. Joitnsoii, 




Killed at 


Molmo del Rey. 


. " M. Stever. 








. Colonel Wm.TrouHdale, 


Brig, Ge 


. Wounded 


at Chapultepeo. 


. Lt. Col. P. 0. Hobert, 


Colonel 






. Major John H. Savage, 




Wounded 


at Molino del Rey 


. " John D. Wood. 








. Captain B. G. Beale. 








" P. B. Anderson. 








" E. Bogardus. 








" Thomas Glenn, 


Major. 






" J. M. Soantland, 




Wounded 


at Chapuitcpco. 


" J. P. Breedlove. 








" J. W. Perkins. 








" C. T. Huddleston. 








. let Lt. James Blaokburn, 


Captain 






" Thomas ShieWg, 




Wounded 


at Molino del Rey 


" H. B. Kelly. 








" ft. Humphreys. 








Thomas Smith. 








•' H. M'Clonnahan. 








. " A. J. M'Allon, 








2d Lt. Richard Steele, 




Wounded 


t Chapultepeo. 


" B. Davis, 


1st Lt. 






" W. H. Sewell. 








" K. W. Bedford. 








" Perrin "Watson. 








" A. J. Isaacs, 


1st Lt. 






" A, J. Hudson. 








" J. C, C. Hays. 








" S. T. love. 
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1. Colonel T. P. Andrews, 


Brig. Gen. Commanding Regiment. 


2. Lt. Col. J. E. Johnston, Lt. 




Col. Top. Bngineera, 


Colonel 


3. Major G. A. Caldwell, 


Lt. Col, 


4. '■ G. H. Taieot, 


Wounded at Molino del Rey. 


6. CaptoiQ A. P. ChnroMII. 




6. " 0. E. Edwards, 


Major, 


7. " James D. Blair. 




8. " Charles J. Biddie, 




9. " John E. Howard, 




10. " M. J. Earnard, 




11. " J. J. Archer, 




12. lat Lt. B. D. Fry. 




13. " Jamea Tilton. 




14. " A. H. Croaa. 




15. " H. C. Loagnecker. 




16. " W. S. Walker. 




17. 2d Lt. Charlea F. Vernon. 




18. " B. C. Forsyth, 


1st Lt, 


19. " T. D. Cochran. 




20. " Eobert Swan. 




21. '■ George E. Kiger. 




22. " G. 8. Kiiitjicg. 




28. " William J. Martin, 


1st Lt. 


2i. " J. H. Smjtiie. 




25. " Jimea R. May. 




36. '< Edward C. Marvin. 




27. " Robert H. Archer. 




28. " WaaMngton Terrett. 




29. " T. H. Larned. 




SO. " James E. Slaughter. 




1. lat Lt. F. D. Callimder, 


Captain, Wounded at Contreras. 


2. 2d Lt, J. L, Eeno, 


Sept, 13, 



1. Major-General J, A, Quitman, Commanding Divisioi 

2. lat Lt. M. Lovell, Captain. A. A. A. G. 

3. 2d Lt. C. W, Wilcos, lat Lt. Aide-de-Camp. 
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LIST OF Ol'PICEEl 



1. Brig. Gen. J. SMelds, Maj.Gen. Cumm'e Brigade. Wounded a 

Chapiil tepee. 

2. Breret Captain F. N. Page, Major. A. A. G, 

3. 1st Lt. R. P. Hammond, " Aide-de-Camp. 

4. " Q. T. M. Davis, Vol. Aide -de-Camp. 



Lt. Col. S. E. Wataon, 




Died in November. 


Major Levi Twiggs, 




Killed at Chapultepeo. 


" Wm. Dulany, 


Lt. Col. 




Captain J. G. Keynolds, 


Major. 


Wounded at CJiapultepeo. 


" a. H: Terrett, 






iBt Lt. D. D, Baker, 


Captain. 


Wounded, Sept. 13. 


" Jno. S. Devlin, 




Wounded at Cli.ipultepec. 
Vol, Aide-de-Camp. 


" R. C. Caldwell. 






" W. L. Young, 


Capti^in. 




" J. C. Eich. 






2d Lt. Jno. D. Simms, 






" D. J. Sutherland, 






" P. Norvell, 


let Lt. 




" J. S. Nicholson, 






" C, G. M'Canley, 






" Thomas T. Field, 






" B. M. D. Reynolds, 










Wounded at Chapultepee, 









1. Col, Ward B. Burnett, 

2. Lt. CoL Cha, Easter, 
S, Major J. C. Burnhom. 
"Officers of Marines not brevett 



Severely ivoanded at Chura- 
Mor tally wounded at Cliapul- 
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4 APPENDIX 




SEW YOUK TOLUNTEJ^ES. 


EKIIARKS. 


CaptMn C. H. S. Shaw. 




" James Barclay. 




" J. P. Tiijlor. 




" b. P. Hungerford. 




" M. Fttirohild. 




" 8. S. Gallagher, 




'■ Cha. H, Pievson, 


Muitally wounded at Chapul- 




tcpeo 


" Van O'Lmda, 


Killed ai Chapultepeo. 


" G. Dykemau, 


Seveiely nounded nt Ohuru- 


" .J. F. Hutton. 


latLt.R, A. Carter. 




" 0, H. Sherwood. 




" A, W. Taylor. 




" C. H. Innis, 


Wounded at Belen. 


" C. H. Gallagher. 




" Geo. B. Hall. 




" James Miller. 




" J. S. M'Cabe, 




2d Lt. Thos. W. Sweeny, 


" Churubusoo. 


" Cha. D. Potter, 




" Jacob GrifBn. 




" Addison Pamgwovth. 




" Mayne Reid, 


Wounded at Cliapultepeo. 


" C. B. Brewer. 




" Chs. S. Cooper, 


Wounded at Churubusoo. 


" J. W. Henry. 




" E. CliancUer, 


Mortally wounded at Churu- 




liiisoo. 


" jP. G. Boylo. 




" Jno. Raffarty. 




" David Scanne!. 




" J. ff. Grennel. 




" MalahowBky. 




" Francis Duming. 




" W. n. Browne. 




" P. B. Pinto. 
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L18T OF OFPICBRS. 



Col. 


P. M. BuUei 


Killed at Churuljusoo. 


Lt. Col. J. P Diokiason 


Mortally TTOunded at ChUTU- 








Maj 


r A. H Gladden 


Woundcd at liolen. 


Capt 


aJiiF Sumtei 

E G 51 D no^ant 






K b Moffat 


IVounded at Chuvubusco. 




J F Maihhall 






W Blandmfc 






W D Desaussnre 






N J Walker 






J P Williams 






Adjunct James Cmty, 


Wutinded at Churubusco, 


. R, Q 


M, W B Stanley 




. A. C 
. 1st 


S. J. D. BlandiQg. 
Lt. C. 8. Mellet. 
J. P. Walker. 
W. C. Morftgne. 




. " 


J. B. Moragne, 


Killed at Belen. 




A. Manegaalt. 






J. K. Clark, 


Mortally wounded at Churu 




A. B. 0. Baimon. 




C. P. Pope. 




2dL 


t. T. M. Baker. 






8. Sumter, 


Wounded at Cliurubusco, 




W. B. Lilley. 






B. W. D. Gulp. 






James Vf. Oantey, 


laUcd at Chapultepec, 




K. G. BUlings, 


Wounded at Churubnsco. 




Jos. Abney, 




. " 


Datid Adama, 


Killed at Churubnsco. 










Ralph Bell. 






J. K, Davis. 




. " 


J. N. Moye. 






J. TV. Steen, 


Wounded at Belen. 




M. R. Clark, 


Chapultepec. 
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d Lt. Charles Kirkland. 
" W. R. Williama, 
" J. W. Stewart. 
" F. IV. Selleek, 



Killed atClrarubusco, Aug. 20. 



1. Colo. 


lel W. B Rofaeifcs, 


Died in City of Meiioo, Oct, 


2. Lt. -Col. John W Gcio, 


Commandiug Regiment, 


8. Majo 


r William Bundle 




4. Captain Thorai'- S Loeaer 




5. " 


John Hump hues 




6. " 


Clarence H Fnck 




7. " 

8. " 

9. " 
10. " 


ChailesNa-iloi 
E. C "V^.llnmR 
KobtitPoitei 
Jame= yuirii 






James Milloi, 


Wouzided. 


12. ■' 


S, M. Taylor. 




13. " 


Jamea Caldwell, 


Mortally wounded at Bele 
September 13 th. 


14. Adju 


tfljit J. S, Waterbury. 




15. R. Q, 


M. E. C. L. Clare, 




16. A. C. 


S. Jolin C. Geren. 




17. Ut Lt. Hiram Wolf. 




18. " 


Alexander M'KamBj. 




19. " 


William Wonders. 




20. " 


H. A. M. Filbert. 




21. " 


Hichard M'Michael. 




22. 2d Lt. Samuel Black. 




23. " 


Charles H. Heyer. 




24. " 


Charles M'Dermitt. 




25. " 


James Armatrous. 




26. " 


James Coulter, 


Wounded. 


27. " 


Isaac Hare. 




28. " 


A. L. Tourison. 




29. " 


J. D, Unger. 




30. " 


H. A. Hambright. 
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LIST OF OFFICERS. 



d Lt. William Eankin. 

" Jamoa Kane. 

'" 'William P. Skelly, 

" L, W. Smith. 

" D. N. Hoffins. 

" J. Kccfe, 

" John A, Doyle. 

" Charles Bowers, 



Wounded. 

Acted as Assistant Surgeon. 
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CATALOGUE 



YALUABLE BOOKS, 

PUBLISHED BY 

LIPFINGOTT, GRAMBO & CO., 



G-RIGG, ELLIOT, & Co., 

No. 14 KoTtli Fourth Street, FhiladelpMa. 
OF A LARGE ASSORTMENT OF 

BIBLES, 

PRAYER BOOKS, 

COMMENTARIES, 

STANDAED POETS, 
THEOLOGICAL AUD niSGELLANKOnS WOBKS, Itc. ttc, 

SUITABLE FOE 

PUBLIC AND PEIVATE LIBRAKIES. 
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THE GREAT THEOLOGICAL WORK, 

THE 

BDMFREHENSIVE GDMMENTARY DNTHE HOLY BIBLE. 

THE TEXT ACCORDING TO THE AUTHORIZED VERSION i 
Scott's Marginal Eeferences; Matthew Henry's Commentary, 
condensed, but retaining every useful thought ; the Practical 
Observations of Eev. Thomas Seott, D.D.; 

WITH EXTEKSITE, EXPIAMTOM, CRITICAL, AND PHILOLOGICAL 
SOTBS, 



SCOTT, DODDRIDGE, GILL, ADAM CLARKE, PATRICK, POOLE, 

LOWTH, BORDER, HARMER, CALMET, ROSENMOELLER, 

BLOOMFIELD, STUART, BUSH, DWIGHT, 



and many other writers on the Scripti 

The whole designed to be a digest and coml 

HE]\R¥, SCOTT, AJVD noDDBIDCE. 



led to be a digest and combidalion of the advantages of the 



id lo the wants of Sabbath School Teachers, 
and Bible Classes ; 

i NUMBROrs USEFrL TABLES, AND A. NEATLY 



Edited hj REV, WILLIAM JENKS, D. B., 

pastor of Gteeo Street Church, Boston. 



Scripture Manners, Customs, Antiquities, &c. 

In 6 vols. Super Royal 8vo. 

locluding Supplement, hound in Oloth, Sheep, Calf, fee, varjing in 

Price from $10 to $15. 

The whole fonning the most valuable as well as the cheapest Com- 
mentary published in the world. 
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NOTICES AND EECOMMENDATIONS 

COMPREHENSIv¥"'cOWHVIENTARY 

The Publisliete select the rollowiiig, from the testimonials thej ha 
SB to the vaJae of the work : — 
We, the Subscribers, having esamined Ibe Ciimprfhensive Caiianer. v -^ 
(Vom the press of Messrs. L. G. & Co., and highly approving it 
would cheerfully and confidently tecommend it as containing i m 

KonBidering the ejpenae incurred, and the excellent manner 
chanical eiecution, we believe it to be one of tlie clitapest works ever issued 
from the press. Wa hope the pnbliahers will be sustained by a liberal patron- 
age, in their eipensiys and useful undertaking. We ehouid he pleased to 
learn that every family in the United States had procured a copy. 
B. B. WISfflER, D. D., Secretary qf Am. Board nf Com. for For . Missions. 
WM. COGSWELL, D.D., " " Edticaiion Society. 

JOHN CODMAPf, D.n.fPastorqfConsregalional Church, Dorchester. 
Rev. HUBBARD WINSLOW, " " BowdolttSl. " 

Rev. SEWALL HARDING, Pastor iff T. C. Church, WaUham. 
Rev, J. H. FAIRCHILD, Pastor df Coiig. Church, South Boston. 
GARDINER SPRING, D. D., Josiw of Fresb. Church, New Yorhcity. 

CYRUS MASON, D.D., " ■" 

THOS; MpAULGY, D. D., « ' " 

JOHN WOODBRIDGE, D. D., " " 

THOS. DEWITT, D, D., " Butck Rcf. 

E. W. BALDwm, D.D., " " 

Rev. J. M. McKREBS, " Presh. 

Rev. ERSKINE MASON, " " 

Rev. J. 8. SPENCER, " " " Srooklyn. 

EZRA STILES ELY, D. D., Stated Clerk ^ Gen. .dssem. ^ Presb. Church. 

JOHN McDowell, D. D., Permanent " " " " 

JOHN BRECKS.^Rn>GE; Cor. Sic'y qf Assembly's Board of Education. 

SAMUEL B. WYLIE, D. D., Pastor of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

N. LORD, D. D., President (jf Darimotah College. 

JOSHUA BATES, D. D., " Middlsbury " 

H. HUMPHREY, D.D., " Amherst " 

E. D. GRIFFIIV, D. D., " Wiltiamstovin " 

J, wheeler, D.D., " University <tf Vermont, at Barlingtan. 

J. M. MATTHEWS, D.D., New York City Oniversily. 

GBO.E. PIERCE, D.D.," Western Reserue College, Ohio. 

Rev. DR. BROWN, " J^eraoit College, Penn. 

LEOIMARD WOODS, D. D., Pr<if. of Theology, Andoser S. 

THOS. H. SKIIVNER, D.D., " Sac. Rhet. " 

Rev.RALPH EMERSON, " Eccl. Hist. " 

Rev. JOEL PARKER, Pastor ofPresb. Church, New Orleans. 

JOEL HAWE9, D. D., " Con^, " Bartford, Conn. 

N. S. B.BEAMAN, D. D., " Presh. " Troy,N.Y. 

MARK TUCKER, D. D., " " " " « 

Rev. E. N. KIRK, " " " Albany, " 

Rev. B. B. EDWARDS, Ei " " " "" 

Rev. STEPHEN MASON, . 

Rev.ORIN FOWLER, " " " FailRieer. 

GEORGE W. BETHUNE, D.D., Pastor qf Ike First Reformed Dutch Church. 

Rev. LYMAN BEECHER, D. D., Ciacinnati, 0. 

Rev. C. D. MALLORY, Pastor Baptist Church, Augusta, Ga. 

Rev, S, M. NOEL, " « " Frankfort, Ky. 

it Princeton Theological Seminary. 
pretiensive uoinmentary contains the whole of Henry's Eiposi- 
idensed form, Scolt's Practical Observations and Marginal Refer- 
a large number of very valuable philologtcai and critical notes, 
Ti various authors. — The work appears to he eseculsd with judg- 

9 Biblical student, and to the teachers of Sabbath Schools and 
8. A. ALEXANDER, D. D. 

SAMUEL MILLER, D. D. 

CHARLES HODGE, " 
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THE COMPAHION TO THE BIBLE. 

In one super-royal volume. 



I. A new, fall, nod complete Concordance; 

Illustrated with monumental, traditioaal, and oticnlal engraTinga, founded on 
ButtBrworlh'8, with Ctuden'a deftnitions ; forming, it ia believed, on many ac- 
counts, a more laluabla work than either Butterwortli, Crudeu, or an; other 
similar book in the language. 

The value of a Coiioordanue is now generally understood, and those who 
have used one, coneider it indiapenaable in connection with the Bible. 

3. A guide to tbe reading and study of the Bible ; 

being Catpenter^s valuable Biblical Companion, lately published in London, 
containing n complete history of the Bible, and forming a most escel lent intro- 
duction to its study. It embraoea the evidences of Christianity, Jewish an- 

and engravings added. 

3. Complete Biographies of Henry, by WlUiams ; 

Scott, by his son; Doddridge, by Orton; 

with sketches of the lives and characters, and notices of the works, of the 
writers on the Soriptores, who are quoted in the commentary, living and dead, 
American and foreign. 

This part of the volume not only affords a large quantity of interesting and 
useful reading for pious families, but will also be a BOuice of gratification to 

rally feeling a desire to know some particulara of the liyes and characters of 
those whose opioions he seeks. Appended to this part, will be a Bibiiotlieca 
mmca, or list of the best works on the Bible, of all kinds, arranged under 
their appropriate heads. 

4. A complete Index of the Matter contained In 

the Bible Text. 
5. A Symbolical Dictionary. 

A -very comprehensive and valuable Dictionary of Scripture symbols ]occupy- 
ing about fifty-six closely printed pages], by Thomas Wemyss (author of 
« Biblical Gleanings," &e.) Comprising Duubuz, Lancaster, Hutcheson, &c. 

6. Tbe work contains several other articles, 

indeies, ubles, &c. &c., and is, 

7. Illustrated by a lar^e plan of Jerusalem, 

identifying, as far aa tradition, &c., go, the original sites, drawn on the spot by 
F. Catherwood, of London, architect. Also, two steel engravings of portraits 
of seven foreign and eight American theological writers, and numerous wood 

The whole forms a desirable and ne 
not only of clergymen and Sabbath si 

deemed eioeedingly cheap, 

"I have esamined ' The Companion to the Bible,' and have been eutpriaed 
to find so much information introduced into a volume of so moderate a size. 
It contains a library of sacred knowledge and criticism. It will be useful to 
ministers who own large libraries, and cannot fall to be an invaluable help to 
every reader of the Bible." HENRY MORRIS, 

Tasior of Cong. Church, Vt. 

The iibove work can be had in several styles of hinding. Price 
■varying from |1 75 to |5 00. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, 

In ciiifi super-royal volume. 

MANNERS, CUSTOMS, ANTIQUITIES, TRADITIONS, AND FORMS 

OF SPEECH, RITES, CLIMATE, WORKS OF ART, AND 

LITERATURE OF THE EASTERN NATIONS; 

Emljodyini; all that is valliahle in tlie works of 

BOBERTS, HARMER, BURDER, FAXTOI7, CHANDLUR, 

AND THE MOST CGLBBKATKD ORIENTaD TBAVEI.LERrij 

THE SUBJECT OF ThFfUlIu-MBNT OF PUOPHECT, 

AS SIXHIBITGD BY KEITH AND OTUSiRS. 

With descriptions of the present stato of oountrioa and places 

mentioned in the Sacred Writinga, 

Illustrated by numerous landscjape Engravii^s, 

FROM SKETCHES TAKEN ON THE SPOT. 



illtatralive, without reference to doclrinee, or other points ia which Chris- 
tians differ, it ie hoped il will meet with faior from all wiio lave the sacred 
irolame, and that it will be Bnffioientlj inlereBting and attractive (a reoom- 
mend iteelf, net onl; to professed Christians of all deDomiiiadons, but also to 
the general reader. The arrangement of the texts illustrated with the notes, 
in the orderoflhe chapters and verses of the authoriied lersioa of the Bible, 
will render it eonvonienl for reference to particular passages, while the co- 
pious index at the end will at once enable the reader to turn to evorj subject 
discussed in the volume. 

lf!f Tills volome is not designed lo lake the place qf commentaries, fru! is a 
distitict department (^ Biblical instrvclioa, and jnay be used as a companioti to 
the CoBiprthensive or any other Conimentary, or the Holy SibU. 

THE ENGRAVINGS 

pains have been spared lo procure such as should embellish the work, and at 
the same lime illustrate the test. Objections that have been made to the pic- 
tures comnloiily imroduced into the Bible, as being mere ifreatians of Ikncy 
and the imagination, often unlike nature, and frequently conveying false im- 

S'easioBB, cannot be orged against tbe pictorial dluslrations of this volume, 
ere the fine arts are made subservient to utility, the landscape views being, 
without an exception, matter of taijt views of ^acts mentioned in Scriptwe, 
as they aj^iear at the present day ; thus in many instances eihibiting in the 
most forcible manner (otAeeje, thestricland iiferoi fulSlmentof the remark- 
able prophecies) "the present ruined and desolate condition of the cities of 
Babylon, Nineveh, Selah, Etc., and the countries of £dom and Kgypt, are 
astonishing examples, and so completely exemplify. In the most minute par- 
ticulars, every thing which was foretold of them in the height of their pros- 
perity, that no better description can now be given of them than a simple 
potation from a chapter and verse of the Bible written nearly two or three 
thousand years ago." The publishers are enabled to select from several col- 
lections latelj published in London, the proprietor of one of which says, that 
" several distinguished travellers have afforded him the use of nearly Thret 
Bundred Original Skftches" of Scripture places, made upon the spot. " The 
land of Palestine, it is well known, abounds in scenes of the most picturesque 
beauty. Syria comprehends the snowy heights of Lebanon, and the majestic 

The above work can be liad in yarious styles of binding. 
Price from $1 75 to $6 00. 
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OrnG Ilil^rSTRATED COIVCORDAIVCE. 

In one vol, Boyal 8vo. 

Anew, full, and complete concordance; illoBtrated with monumenlal, tra- 
ditional, and oriental engravings, founded on ButUtrwarlh's, witli Crnden'a 

The value of a concordance is now generally underalood, and ihose who 
have used one, consider itindiepeneable in connection wlth.thc Bible. 

Some of the many advantages the illustrated concordance has over all tho 

fine white paper, with beautiful large type. 

Price One Dollar. 

ENCYCLOP.S1DIA OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE; 

Dictionary of tho Bible, Theology, Eeligious Biography, all ReligionH, Eecle- 
fliastical History, and Missions; conlnining DeSnilions of all RcligiouB 
Terras ; an impartial Account of the principal Christian Denominaliona that 
have esiated in Ibe World from llie Birth of Chriat to the present Day, with 
their Doctrines, Religious Rites and Ceremonies, 09 well as Ihoee of the 
Jews, Mohammedans, and Heathen Nations; together with the Mannara 
and Customs of the East, illuatratire of the Holy Scriptures, and a Descrip- 
tion of the Quadrupeds, Birds, Fishes, Reptiles, Insects, Trees, Plants, and 
Minerals mentioneil in the Bible : a Statement of the moat Remarkable 
Transactions and Events in Ecclesiastical History, Biographical Notices ot 
the early Martyrs and distinguished Religious Writers and Characters of all 

' — '^- -'■■"h is added a Mir-'- "--- ■-■-- --^-^-- 

lissionarv Swiio 
Edwards, Editor of Quarterly 01 
present time, and embracing, un 

of Calmet's and Brown's Diction ariee of the'fiible ; uucK'e ineoL. Diction- 
ary ; Abbott's Scripture Nalurnl History i Wells' Geography of the Bible ; 

signed as a complete Boot of Reference on all Religious Subjects, and 
Companion 10 the Bible ; forming a cheap and compact Library oFReligious 
Knowledge. Edited by Rev. J. Newton Brown, lllaatraied by Wood Cuts, 
Maps, and Engravings on Copper and Steel. 

In One Vol. Eojal Svo. Price $4 00. 

LIPPINCOTT'S EDITION OF 

THE OXFORD QUARTO BIBLE. 



The publishers have spared neither c 


larenorexpensein their edition of the 


BiBiE i it is printed on the finest white 


1 vellum paper, wiih large and beauli- 


ful type, and bound in the most substa. 


nliai and splendid manner, in the fol- 


lowing styles: Velvet, with richly gilt 


ornamenta; Turkey auper eitra, with 




suit the taste ofthe most fastidious. 


OPINIONS OF 


THE PRESS. 


" In our opinion, the Christian publii 


: generally will feel under great obli- 


gationa to the publishers of this work fo 


r the beautiful taste, arrangement, and 


delicate neatness with which they have 


got it out. The intrinsic merit ofthe 






pages. In this edition every superfluo 


us appendage has been avoided, and 


■we have presented us a peVfectly chaati 


3 specimen of the Bible without note 



.. . ery family,'.... 

BOTHIBTICATED word of God.' 

" The size is quarto, printed with beautiful type, on white, sized vel 

to have been Boliclloua to make a perfectly unique book, and they have 
Gomplished the object very successfully. We trust that a liberal cummu 
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will afford tliem ample renmneration for all the espenso and outlaj' Ihey have 

" The puWishera are Messta. Lippincoil, Grambo Si Co,, Ho, 14 North 
Fourth Street, Philadelphia."— Bapi. Record. 

" A beanlirul quarto edition of the Eible, b}' L. G. & Co. Nothing can 
exceed the lype in clearno9B and beaat; ; the paper ie of the finesl texture ; 
and the nhole esecution 19 exceedingly neat. No illoatrations or ornamental 
type are used. Thoee who prefer a Bibleexeouted in perfect aimplicity, 

LIPPINCOTT'S EDn^ON OF 

BAGSTER'S COMPREHENSIVE BIBLE, 



IVom the edition corrected a 

racy, is considered the Standard Edition. 

2d. The VAxmua Keadinos are faithfully printed from the e< 
Bianey, inclusive of the translation orihe Proper Names, without 

3d. Id the CuiloNaLOoy great care has been taken to fix the dat 
Ocular transactions, which has seldom been done with any degree 
in any former edition of the Bible. 

4th. The Notes are exclasivelj philological and explanatory, 

most eminent Biblical critics and oommentatorg. 



from the various objects it embracer, the freedom of its pages from all sectarian 
peculiarities, and the beauty, plaiiiness,snd correclneGH of the typeEraphy, 
that it cannot tall of proving acceptable and useful to Christians of every de- 

]n addition to the usual references to parallel passages, which are qnite full 
and numerous, the student has all the n 
selection at J>liiloli)sical, Critieal, Hisl 
ble notes and remarks, which explain ana illustrate ine saci 
the general introduction, containing valuable essays on the 
thentieily, and inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, and other 
there arc introductory and concluding remarks to each hoc 
contents of the Bible, by which the different portions are 
read In an historical order. 

Arranged at the top of each page is the period in which the 
ofaacred history took place. The calcul 
viorld before and after Christ — Julian per 

year ef the building of Rome, and other notationa at time. At the close is 
inserted a chronological index of the Bible, according to the computation of 
Archbishop Usher. Also, a full and valuable index of the subjects contained 
in the Old and Ne>v TesUments, with a carcOil analysis and arrangement of 
texts under their appropriate subjecta. 

Mr. Greenfield, the editor of this work, and for some time previous to his 
death the superintendent of the editorial department of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, was a most extraordinary man. In editing the Comprehensive 
Bible, his varied and eitensive learning was called into successful eiercise, 
and appears in happy combination with sincere piety and a sound judgment. 
The Editor of the Christian Observer, alluding to this work, in an obituary 
notice of its author, speaks ofit as a worli of " prodigious labor and research, 
at once exhibiting his varied (alenls and profound erudition." 
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UPPINCOTT'S EDITIONS OF 

THE HOLY BIBLE. 

SIX DIFFERENT SIZES. 
Piinled in the best manner, with beautiful lype, on the finest sized 
paper, and bound in the most splendid and si:ibstantisl styles. War- 
ranted to be correct, and equal to the best Sogliah edilioa3,al mach less 
price. To be had, with or without plates, the publishers having sup- 
plied themselves with over fifty steel engravings, by the first ariisls, 

BAGSTER'S COMPREHGIVSlVi: BIBLE, 

Rojal quarto, containing the various readings and marginal notes, disqni- 
sitians on the genuineness, authenticity, and inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
turesi Introductory and concluding remarks toenohbookj philological and 

logical indei, and various other matter, forming a suitable book for the study 
of clergymen, Sabbath school teachers, and etudenta. 

In neat plain binding, from $4 00 to 85 00 

In Turkej" Morocco, eUra, gilt edges, - - " 8 OO to 12 00 
in " " with splendid plates, - - " 10 00 to 15 00 
In " " bevelled side, gilt clasps and illu- 
minations, " 15 00 to 25 00 

THE OXFOltn Q17ARTO BIBLE!, 

Without note or comment, universally admitted to be tbe most beautiful 

Bible eztant. 

In neat plain binding, from S4 OO to $5 00 

In Turkey Morocco, eilra gilt edges, - - " 8 00 to 13 OO 

In " " with steel ongraTinga, - - " 10 00 to 15 00 

nations, - - '- ' - - - " 15 00 to 25 00 

In rich velvet, with gilt ornaments, - - - " 25 00 to 50 OO 

CROWnr OCTATO BIBLE, 

Printed with large clear type, making a most convenient hand Bible for 

family use. 

In neat plain binding, from 75 to $150 

In English Turkey Morocco, gill edges, - - " $1 00 to 2 00 

In " " " imitation. Sic. - - " 1 50 to 3 00 

In " " " clasps, ac, - - " 2 50 to 5 00 

In rich velvet, with gilt ornaments, - - - " 5 00 to 10 00 

THE SViVBAY SCHOOL TEACHER'S POLY«LOTT 
BIBLE- With Maps, &c.. 

In neat plain binding, ----- (Vom 60 cts. to $1 00 

In imitation gilt edge, - - - - " $1 00 to 1 50 

In Turkey, super eitta, - - - - " 1 75 to 3 35 

In " " ivith clasps, - - " 2 50 to 3 75 

In velvet, rich gilt ornaments, - . . « 3 50 to 8 00 

THE OXFORD ISniO. OR PEIV BIBLE, 













with clasps. 


In velvet, rich gilt orns 


iments. 
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AeATG mmo. BIBLt:, 

Printed wilh larger type than any other Bmatl or pocket edition eitant. 

in neat plain bLnding, ffom 50 cIb. to $1 

In tucks, or pocket-book atyle, - - - "75 eta. to 1 

In roan, imitation gilt adge, - - - . " $1 00 lo 1 

In Turkey, super estta, - - - - " 1 50 to 2 

In " " giit dasp. - - - " 2 SD to 3 

In velvet, with rich eilt ornaments, - - « 3 00 to 7 

SSmo. niAMOlVD POCKET BIBI^G, 

The neatest, smallest, sud cheapest edition of the Bible published. 
In neat plain binding, . - - - - from 30 cts. to 

In tucks, or pocket-book Btyle, - - - " 60 to gl 

in Turkej-, super estra, -' - - - " $1 00 to 1 



Constantly on hand, a large aBsortmenl of BIBLES, bound In the moat 
splendid and coatly styles, wilh gold and silver ornamenta, auilable for pre- 
sentation, ranging in price from £10 to $100, 

A liberal discount made to fiooksellerB and Agenta by the Publishers. 



LIPPiNCOTT'S 

STANDAED EDITIONS OE 

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. 

IN SIX DIFFERENT SIZES, 
niuBtrated witli a number of steel plates and illti mi nations. 
COMPREHENDING THE MOST VARIED AND SPLENDID ASSORT- 
MENT IN THE UNITED S 



THE ILLUIimATED OCTAVO FRAVER BOOK, 

Printed id 17 different colors of ink, and iltastraied wilh a number of 
steel plates and illummations, making one of ih« most splendid books 
published; lo be had in any variety of the most superb binding, ranging 
in prices 

In Turkey super ejilra, $6 00 to $8 00 

In " " " with claaps, - - - 6 00 lo 10 00 

In " " " berelled and panelled edgea, - 8 00 to lo 00 

In velvet, richly ornamented, - - - - 12 00 to 20 00 

8 TO. 

In neat pldn binding, - - - - . $150 to $2 00 

In imitation, gilt edge, - - - - - 2 00 to 3 00 

In Turkey, auper eilra, - - - - - 2 SO to 4 60 

In " " " wilh clasps, - . - 3 00 to 5 00 

In velvet, richly gilt otnamenls, - - - - 6 00 lo 13 00 
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lOmo. 

In neat plain binding, - - - - - 7S to 

In Turkey morocco, extra, with plales, - - $1 7a to 

In " " « " clasps, &c., - 2 50 to 

In velvet, with richly gilt orDaments, - - - 4 OD to 

IS mo. 

In neat plain binding, - - - - - 25 to 7£ 

InTurkey morocco, with plates, - - - $125 10 

In velvet, with richly gill ornamenlB, - - - 3 00 to 

33mo. 

75 to 
- ei 35 10 

in gut clasps, - - - 2 00 to 

In velvet, with richly gilt ornamentB, - - - 3 OO to 

33ino., Pearl type. 

In plain binding, - - . - - 26 to 37; 

Roan, 37} ^0 SO 

Imitation Turkey, 50 to 1 00 

Turkey, super eitra, with gill edge, - ■■ 1 00 to 1 50 

Pocket book stylo, - - - - - GO to 75 



PROPER liESSOlVS. 
18 mo. 



In Turkey, super B I tra, - . - - - $! 50 to 2 00 

In " " " gilt clasps, - - - 2 50 to 3 00 

In velvet, with richly gill ornaments, . - - 3 00 to 7 CO 

The Bible and Prayer Book. 

33nio., neat plain binding, ' 75 to SI 00 

" imitation Torhey, - - - - SI 00 to I 50 

" Turkey, super eitra, - - - - 1 50 to 2 50 

ISmo., large type, plain, . - - - 1 75 to 2 50 

" " imitation, - . - - I 00 to I 75 

•' " Tutliey, super citra, - - 1 75 to 3 00 

ALSO WITH CLASP, VELVET, &C. &C. 

THE DIAMOND EDITION OF BYRON. 

The Poelitol Works of Lord Byron, with a sketch of his lils, complete, in 
oneneat duodecimo volume, with steel plates. The type of this edition is so 

Eerfecl, and it is printed with so much care on line wItiCe paper, thai it can 
e read with as much ease as most ofthe larger editions. This work is to be 
had in plain and superb binding, making a'beantifal volume for a gifl. 

" The Poetical Worbs of Ldhd Byron — complete m one volwne — jmilished 
hy L.G.tr Co., Philadelphia. " We haiard nothing in saying that, lake it alto- 
gether, this is the most elegant work ever issued iroiti the American press. 

'"In A single volume, not larger than an ordinary duodecimo, the pub- 
lishers have emhrBoed the whole of Lord Byron's Poems, usually printed in 
10 
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is perfect — the paper, tlie ptinling, the binding, all corrt _ 
each other ; sod it is embellished with two line engraiings, well worthy the 
cnmpanionship in whicli they are placed. 

" ' This will make a beaulirul ChriBlmas present.' 

" We extract the above from Godey's Lady's Book, The notice itself, we 
are given to understand, is written by Mrs. Hale, 

" We have to add oar commendation in favor of this heautifui volnme, a 
copy ofwhich has been sent ua by the publielier. The admirers of the noble 
hard will feel obliged to the enterprise which has prompted the publiehete tn 
dare a competition with the numerous editions of his works already in circn- 
Istion; and we shall be surprised if this convenient travelling edition does 
not in a great degree Bupersede the use of the large octavo works which have 
little advantage in siie and openness of type, and are much inferior in the 
qualities of portability and lightness. — Intdli^encer. 



THE DIAMOND EDITION OF MOORE. 



and is the i 



with Byron, from llie last Londa 



DIAMOND BYRON. The Poetical Works of Lord Byron, complete 
in one volume, with steel plates, including a Sketch of hia Life, 

cloth, i 

librta"!/ style, 

Arabesque, gilt edges, 

English Turkey, 

T^r/rty, super extra, 

DIAMOND MOORE. The Poetical Works of Thomas Moore, com- 

plete in one volume, with steel plates, including a Sketch of his 



Life, 



cloth. 



library styli, 
Arabesgwe, gill edges, 
English Turkey, 
Turkey, super extra, 
THE POETICAL WORKS OF SHAKSPEARE. Complete in dm 
volume, including a Sketch of his Life, cloth 

library style. 
Arabesque, gilt edgei, I 75 
English Turkey, 3 00 
Turkey, super extra, 3 60 
POEMS OF THE PLEASURES ; consisting of the Pleasures of 
Imagination by Akensidei the Pleasures of Memory, by Samuel 
Rogers; the Pleasures of Hope, by Campbell ; and the Pleasures of 
Friendship, by McHenry. With a Memoir of each author, pre- 
pared eipressly for this work, muslin, 37 
English Tirkey, gilt edges, 76 
Turkey, super extra, 1 00 
MANUAL OF POLITENESS, comprising the Principles of Etiquette, 
and Rules of Behavior in Genteel Society, for persons of both seies, 

muslin, S5 
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THE ANTEDILUVIANS, or the World Deslroj-ed ; a Namliva 

Poem, in Ten Boots, by James MtHenry, M. D. elolh, 75 

THE YOUNG DOMINICAN, With numerous Illustrations. 

fancy muatin, 

MOODY'S BOOK-KEEPING. A Practical Plan of Book-Keeping, 
by Double Entry, adapted to a large or small buaineae, with or with- 
out cash or other ausiliary bookg, to Daily Jouma! and Ledger. 
Designed 10 simplify and very materially abridge the labor and time 
usually required in bnok-keeping, and the liability to mistakes. 
By Paul Moody. 75 

THE YOUNG CHORISTER, 8 Collection of New and beauliful 
Tunes, adapted to the use of Sabbath Schools, from eome of the 
most distinguished campasetsj together with many of the author's 
compositions. Edited byMlnard W. Wilson. 3S 

aOBOTHAM'S POCKET FRENCH DICTIONARY f 11 

vised, and the pronunciation of all the diih 1 w d dd d 37 

A bti, 75 

Tu k u 1 00 

THE CLERGY OF AMERICA: consisting fA d I II ra 
of the Character of Minietere of Religio h U d St t 

By Joseph Belcher, D.D., Editor of "Th C pi ta W k f 
Andrew Fuller," " Robert Hall," &c. tic. I tk I 00 

mid deBneB the man more clearly than very elaborate essays "—Ballimon ^lur^an', 
-| Wo regard the colleclion as highly mloreating, and jndioiouBly made."— Pr«4s- 



A BEAUTIFUL AND VALUABLE PRESEHTATION BOOK. 

THE POET'S OFFERING. 

lieauliful Eagravlags by Sarlain. 

will be found the most desirable Gift; Book ever puhlished. 
OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 
" We commend it to all v/ha deeire to presenl a friend with a volume not only very 
bcnutirul, but of solid intrinsic value-'^— Washinglon Union. 

Poets. The paper and priming are beautiful, and the binding rich, elegant, andsub- 
standal; Iha most aeosiblB siid attractive of all the elegant Gilt books we have 
aoea."— Evening StiUeiin. 

"Il contains Ilie ehoicsst specimens of British and American Literature arranged 
nndsr tbelr appropriate beads, «> that the appearaneesof nature, the feelings, pas- 
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VALUABLE AND POPULAR BOOKS, 

Particularly Soitable for Family Libraries. 

PUBLISHED BY LIPPINCOTT. GRAMBO & CO., 

SUCCESSORS TO GRIGG, ELLIOT Su CO, 

mo. 14 Morth Fuurtli Street, Pbtla.aelpliia. 

ABTD FOK SALE BY BOOHSBLLBKS flHD OOUKTTSY MBKOHAMTS GEME 



B UKITED STATES. 
" Edccatcd MiHD is aNatian's wcaUh,ani promotes the happiiiesa of mankind." 

FARMERS, LOOK TO YOUR INTERESTS! 

The followmy Bonks are partiiiiilatly adapted for a Farmer's Library. 

ONE DOLLAR 
Once expended in useful precaution may save you 

Hundreds of DoUais absolute Losses every Year, 

It is a fact too clearly established to admit of doubt or disputation, 

that in the animal kingdora as in the human family, multitudes of 

lives and consequcEt losses of property, are occaaoned by 

Ignorance of those simple remedies irlilcta are 

n'ttbin tUe reach of every one. 

How imporlBiit, therefore, that every 
sliould be posBcased of that knowledge, without which 

Neither Life nor Property is exempt from danger. 

As Works of unparalleled value in this respect, the Publishers would reEpect- 

FARnnsTG Aivb^sTo&K"RA^irj(l coniDinNrnr 

TO THE FOLLOWING BOOKS i 



mason's Farrier and Stud Book— Slew Edition. 

THE GENTLEMAN'S NEW POCKET FAKRIER: 

"the "J^"™ g'^™."'™'- ^'"™"' 

BY RICHARD MASON, M, D., 

Formerly of Surry Co amy, Virginia. 

TO WHICH IS ADDED, A PRIZB BSSAY ON MCLKSf 

"^^So'g!, Swine, etc. etc., wilh annala of iho Torf, Amsriean Slud'Book, ' 

Rniss for TiMniug, Racing, elc. 
WITH A SUPPLEMENT! 
Tieatment^and Breed' ■- ■"- -^ — ' -" "- 

Horses, since 1839;' e . . 

CaLvincandl.anibinKTab!ei,&c.&c. BY J. S. SKINNER, Editor now of Ihe Far- 
mer's Library, New York \ Founder oflhe Anurican FarniEC,iD 1819 , and of Ihe Taif 
Register and Sporting Magazine, in imi; being the liist AgriculuirBl and thelitsi 
flpo^liogPertodicaLs established in the United Slates. 
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Hinds' Farriery and Stud-Eook— New Edition. 

FARRIERY, 

TAUGHT ON A NEW AND EASY PLAN, 

DISEASES AND ACCIDENTS OF THE KORSE ; 

By JOHN hInDS^ Veterinary Suigeon. 

WiLhconsidfttable Addilions and ImproveineiilB, porLicularly a^apl^d :o Ehia Country 

BY THOMAS M. SMITH, 

Veterinary Sn^eon, and Member of Ihe London Veterinary MedicQl Society. 
WITH A SUPPLEMENT: 

"sreediHgi together wiUlT^lllng and Rcuii(STa'Mea,sho™i"igfhe°besuTr^wi''° 

Record, atone. Iwo. three, end four milelieaist pedijrreea orWinnijiK 

Horses, since 1830^ and of Ihe niosl celel.raled glallions and 

Mares: wiA Useful Calving and Lombing 

Tables, &o. &B. 

BY J. S. SKINNER, 

Editor now of Ihe Farmer's Library, New York ; Founder of Ibe American Farmer, in 

IblOi and oflhe Turf Register and Sporlinj; Magaiine, in 1S30 ; being the firsl 

gii u ur n United Slates. 

The PUBLISHEBS HAVE RECEIVED BUMEKOUB FLATTTBINO BOTTCES of ihe great 

practical value of these works. The diRinguished editor of the American Far- 
mer, speaking of them, obaetvea — " We cannot loo highly recomniend these 
books, and therefore advise everj owner of a horse to obtain them." 

" There ate receipts in those hooka that show how Podbbeii may be cured, 
and the traveler pursue his journey the neit day, by giving a (ndftspoonfui ^ 
alwn. This was got from Dr. P. Thornton, of Montpelier, Rappahannock 
Connty, Virginia, as founded on hia own observation in several cases." 

" The constant demand for Maeou iBD Hihdb' Fareier, has induced the 
publishers, Meaara. Gnioo, Elliot & Co.. to put forth new editions with a ' 8ur- 

tsnder an acceptable aervice to our ogricuituial readers, by giving a chapter 
from the Supplement, ' On tho relntiona between Man and the Domestic Ani- 
mals — especially the Horse— and the obligations ihey impose;' or the one on 
' TbB Form of Animals,' — but that either one of ihem would overrun the space 
here allotted to sticb subjects." 

•' LIST OF MEDICINES, 
And other articles which ought to be at hand about every training and livery 



MSOHEIIBBRGSR'S EATDSAL fflSTOSY. 

Ih Two BEAnnnii. Volubis woetht of tbe eibhest cojuiiErrclnoB. 

Thay emhtace elements of Anoionw and Physiology, Mammalogy, Ormihology. ilcr- 

poiology, Conohology, Bniomology, Bolany and Geology, esch of which DiTiBions of 

Heience is Ireaied of in the most maeterly yel simple manner, on the basis of sselof 

The Bolbor has done his woik well, and is highly complimEnted by Ibe most dislin- 
guiahed scholara in the cotimry. The work is n text-book in the Philadelphia JHigh 

ohildre'n with this book in Jjiefereocelo tliose of a more trivial eharactet, combining as 
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BIGLAND'S NATURAL HISTORY 



, Birds, FIsheB, Keptiles and Insecls, illuatraled Vfidi ni 
engravings. By JOHN BIGLAND, aulhot oC a, " View of (he 
" Letlers on Unitorsal History," &c. Complete in 1 vol. 12mo. 



■oithyofilii 



«OIi»SMITM'S AMIMATE© MATURE. 

IN TWO VOLS. OCTAVO. 

Beautifully lUustraUd teiik 385 Plates. 

"Goldsmilh can never be made obsolete while delicite genius, eiqnieite fee 



This 



McfflAHON'S AHEEIOAN GAKDEHER, 

NINTH EDITION, MUCH IMPROVED. 



OHiMBEES' raFOKKATIOH FOE THE PEOPLE; 

POPULAR ENCYCLOPJIDIA: 

A WELL INFORJMED MAN. 

Altogether, 1700 Imperial Oclano Pages, Two Large Vohimes of 850 Pages each 
35- This work should find a place in every Family Library. 



SPLENDID LIBRARY EDITIONS, 

ILtUSTRATEB STAMBASS® F«ETS. 

Elegantly Printed and Unifom in Size and Style. 
The following editions of Standard British Poets are illustrated with numerous 
steel engravings, and may bo had in all varieties of binding. 

BYRON'S WORKS. 

Complete in 1 VoL Octavo. 

Inclndingall his Suppressed and Altribnted Poems; with e beautiful 

Itr This edition has been carefully compared with the reeeniLondan edition ofMr. 
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COWFCE Aim IHOMSQII'S FEOSE ANl) rOETIGAI WOHES. 

Complete in X Vol. Octavo, 

Includine two hundred and fifty Leiiera, and sundry Poema of Coviper, never bcfoio 

published in Ibia coanlry ; and of Tliomson anew and inlsreilina- Memoir, 

and upwards of twenty new Poems, for Ibe firsl lime primed ftom hlB 

own MaauBcripiB, laten from a lale edition of llie Aldine Poeli 

The distinguished Professor Silliraon.spealiing of this edidon, ohserves. "I am as 
of genius and moral eicellence wliieh lliese delighifui authors have left for all Slnie 



THE POETICAL WORKS OF KIRS. HEHAIIIS. 

Complete in I Vol. Syo.: with 7 beautiful EnEravinirs. 
inr Tills is a new and complete ediiion, with a Bi)lendid enarayed litenessof Mi 
Hemans on steel, and contains ail the poems in .he last London and American edilion 
Willi a Critical Prefacehy Mr. Thatcher, of Boalon. 

"As no work inthe English lengaage can he eommended wllh more conSdence, it w 
aipie bed taste in a female in this country to be wiiiiont a complete edition of Ihs wri 
ingsofone wlio was an honor to her aer Slid to humanity, and whose productions, fro 
first to last, contain no syllaJile Calculaisd to call a blush to the cheek of modesty at 
virtue. There is, moreover, in Mrs. Hamans' poetry a moral purity, and a raligioi 
fis^ng, which eomnund It, In an espeeial manner, to the dJs-'^'^'"''^''"- -~^'*" ^ 
parent ot guardian will be under tba neeeultr of ImnoiinK lei 
tiie free perusal of every prodnedon emsnaiini Anm thji glftBd ■ 
throi^hont the whole a mon emineni azemption from im '■■ 

IS of lone, a wuininir sa 

lich has been liMfn 



THE POETICAL WORKS DF ROGERS, CAMPBELL, MONTGOMERY, LAMB, 
AND KIRK WHITE, 

Complete in 1 Vol. Syo.j wiili 6 beautiful engiavings. 
S3- The boautj, oorraclnesB and convenienca of this favorite edition ofthesa 



MILTON, YOUNG, GRAY, BEATTIE, AND COLLINS- 
POETICAL WORKS. 
Complete in 1 Vol. 8vo.j with 6 beautiful engravings. 



Mr. .^i^tfor—lwi^, without any idea of pvfiing, to say award or two upon the "Li- 
brary of Enelisti Poels" that is nov published at Philadelphia, by Grigg & Elliot; it is 
oertahily, taking into conddetatlon the alegani manner in which li la prinled, and the 
rsB»nehle pnca at which it ii nfiorded to pnrchasets, the beat edition of the modem 
British Poets that has ever heeu published In this country. Each volooie is an octavo 
of about 61X1 pages, doable columns, stereotyped, and accompanied with Ene engiavings, 
and bJographioBl akelchei, and most of them are reprinted tVom Galignant's French 

gomery, Gray, Beatde, ColUtia, Byron. Gowper. Thomson. Hilton, Yonng, Rogers, Gamp- 
Bell, Lamb, Hemais, Heber, Kirk White. Crabbe, liia MisoeJIsneousVorlis of (5old- 
smith, and other martyrs of the lyre. The publishers are doing a treat service by their 
pnblicallai), and their volumes are almost m as great demand as the fashionable novels 
of the day, and they deserve to be so. for they are certainly printed in a style superior to 
that In which we have before had the works of the English fouls." 

No library can bo eonsideted complete without a copy of the above beautiful and 
cheap editions of the English Poets, and persons ordering all or any of them will please 
say 6rigg. Elliot Si Co.'s illustrated editions. 
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lOSEPHUS'S (FLAVIGS) WORKS, 

GRIGG, ELLIOT & CO.'S FAMILY EDITION. 

Bv THE LATE WILLIAM WHISTON, A. M. 

FROM THE LAST LONDON EDITION, COMPLETE, 

One ToL, BeautlfHlly XlEustrated with SteeS Plates, 

And the only readable edition published in this country. 

Ab a matter of course, every familj- in our country has a oopj of Ihe Holy 
Bible — and as the presumpaon is, the greater portion often consull its pages, we 
talie the iiberty of Baying to all those [hat do, thai the perueil of the wriliuga ol 
JosephuB will ba found -very intereeling and instructive. 

All those who wish to possess a beautiful and correct copy of this valuable 
work, would do well to purchaBa this edition. It is for sale at all the principal 
bookstores in tho United States, by country roetchants generally in the Southern 



Say's Political Economy. 

A TREATISE ON POLITICAL ECONOMY, 

Production, Distribution, and Consumption of Wealth. 

BY JEAN jBAPTISTE SAY. 

FIFTH AMERICAN EDITION, WITH ADDITIONAL NOTES, 

BY C. C. BIDDLE. ESa., 

£h «»< f^l«ntt, Octavo. 

It would be beneCeial to our country if all ihoae who are aspiring la office, 
were required by their oouBtituenla to be conversant with the pages of Say. 

The distinguished biographer of tho author, in noticing this work, observes 
" Happily for Hoierce he commenced that Btudy which forma the basis of his ai 
mirable treatise on Political Economy, a work which not only improved undei 
his band with every successive edition, but has been translated into most of thi 
Suropean languages." 

The editor of the North Amerioin Review, speaking ol' Say, observes, tha 



BEMSETT'S (Bev. JIolisi) 
LETTERS TO A YOUNG LADY, 

ON A VARIETY OF SUBJECTS CALCULATED TO IMPROVE THE 
HEART, TO FORM THE MANNERS, AND ENLIGHTEN 

THE UNDERSTANDING. 

"That our Danghters maybe as polished comoTS of the Temple," 

The publishers sincerely hope, {for the ftoppiiiess Qf manftind,) that a copy 0( 

this valuable litllo wort will ba found the companion of every young lady, as 

much of the happiness of every family depends on the proper cultivation of the 



THE DAUGHTER'S OWN BOOK. 

OR, PRACTICAL HINTS FROM A FATHER TO HIS DAUGHTER. 



y conHdent, from the { 
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LAURENCE STERNE'S WORKS, 

WITH A LIFE OF THE AUTHOR, WRITTEN BY HIMSELF, 

With 7 Bgaiitlful Illustrations, engraved by Gilbert and Gilion, 

fcom Desigus by Darley. 

To commend, or lo criticise Sterne's worlis, in this age of the world, would 
be all " waaielbl and eitravaganl eiceas." Undo Toby— Corporal Trim— The 
Widow— Le Fevie— Poor Maria— The Captive—even iho Dead Ass,- this is all 
we have to say of Slerne i and in (he memory of theae characters, hisloriea and 
skatEhes, tt thousand follies and worso than follies are forgollcn. The yoliime 



BOOK OF POLITENESS. 

THE GENTLEMAN AND LADY'S 

BODE OF POLITENESS AND PROPRIETY OF BEFDRTfflENI. 

DEBlCATliD TO THE YOUTH OP BOTH SEXES. 

BY MADAME CELNART. 
Translated from the Siilh Paris eilition, enlarged and improved. 

Fifth American Edition. 1 VoL ISmo. 

A DlclioiBairj' of 

SEIJICT AIVI> FOPUIiAR QUOTATIOIVS, 
WHICH ARE IN DAILY USE: 

TAKEN FROM THE LATIN, FRENCH, GREEK, SPANISH AND 
ITALIAN LANGUAGES j 

Translated into English, with illmtrationSf Historical and IdioTmUie. 

New American edition, correeted witii additions. 

One Vol. lamo. 

This solume comprises a copious collection of legal and other terms, which 
are in common use, with English tranelations and Historical llluatraliong, and 
we should judge its author had surely been to a great " Fcaat of Languages," 

sale, as it entirely obviates a serious difficulty in which most readers are invoked 
by the frequent occurrence of Latin, Greek, and French paHEages, which we 
suppose are introduced by authora for a mere show of teaming — a difficulty very 
perplexing to readers in general. This " Dictionary nf Quotation 9," concerning 
which too much cannot be said in its laifor, efleclnally removes the difficulty, 
tnd ghes the reader an advantage over the author, for we believe a majority 
are lliemselvee ignorant of the meaning of the terms they employ — very fev 

..._._.,___:_ .^_. _.., U ,_,_^.._,.. . . ^.jj 
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THE AMERICAN CHESTERFIELD; 
Or, " VoQth's Oiilde to tbe Way to Wealth, Honor, and Dis- 
tinction,'' kc. ISmo, 

cordially recommend the American Choetorfield to general atten- 
young persorB particularly, aa one of the heat worts of the kind 
been publiahed in this conntry. It cannot be loo highly appre- 



SENECA'S MORALS. 



By Sir Roger L'£strange, Knt. 

A New Fine Edition, One Volume, 18mo, 

A copy of this valuable little work ahould be found in every family librar 



BURDER'S VILLAGE SERMONS. 
Or, 101 

PLAIN AMD SHORT BISOOURSBS ON THE PRINCIPAL DOCTRINES OP THE 



BY GEORGE BURDER. 

To which is added to each Sermon, a Short Prayer, with, some General 
Prayers for Families, Schools, &c., at the end of the work. 
Complete iii One Volume, Octaro. 
These BermonB, which are chamoterized by a beautiful eimpliclly, the entire 
absence of controveiay, and a true evangelical spirit, have gone through many 
and large edilione, and been translated into several oftlie continental languages. 
" They hare also been the honored means not only of converting many indivi- 
duals, but also of introducing ihe Gospel into districts, and even into parish 

" This'work fully deserves the immortality it has attained." 
This is a fine library edition of this invaluable work, and when we say that it 
should be found in the possession of every family, we only reiterate the senii- 
menta and sincere wiahas of all who take a deep interest in the eternal wcllUre 
of mankind. 



l%ew Song Book. 

Grigg's Southern and Western Songster; 

CHOICE COLLECTION OF THE "mOST FASHIONABLE SONGS, 

MANY OF WHICH ARE ORIGINAL, 

In One Vol. 18mo. 

Great care was taken in the selection, to admit no song that contained, in the 

slightest degree, any indelicate or improper allnaiona, and with great propriety 

it may claim the title of " The Parlor Song Book or Songster." The immortal 

Shakspeare obaerves — 

" The man that hath not music in himself. 
Nor is not moved with nonoord of sweet sounds, 
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Faiiiily Prayers and H3mins 

ADAPTED TO FAMILY WORSHIP, AND TABLES FOE THE 
REGULAR READING OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
BY REV. S. C. WINCHESTER, A.M., 
Late PBBtor of the Sixth Presbyterian Chnrch, Philadolphia ; and the Presbyte- 
rian Ciiuteh at Natohei, Miss. 



THE WESTERN MERCHANT. 

A NARRATIVE 



FROM ACTUAL EXPERIENCE, 

BY LUKE SHORTFIELD, A Western Merchant 

In One Volume, 12nio. 

This is a nevv work and will bo found very inlerestitig to the Country 

Merchant, &e. &o. 

riiape^'lusineM^LoTe and ^igioo ars ali'd!scussed,'Mid'man™proper aeiuirawils'el- 

cludiiiE Benienees: " Adhere eleadfeally lo yonr bnslnses; adhere BleBdfaEllr lo yout 
first love; sdhera aIeadfB»tiy to Uie ehiicch." 



To Carpenters and Mechanics. 
Just JPuAfisAed. 

A NEW AND IMPRoVbD EDITION OP THE 

CARPENTER'S NEW GUIDE, 

BEING A COMPLEl'E BOOK OF LINES FOH 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY, 

rrestinE fuliy on Pracuoal Geoinetry, Ssffil's Brick and Plaster Groins, Niches nrei 

desorintboii, Bliy-Liehls. Lines for Roofe and Domea, wiih a great variety of Desig 

for Boofj, Trussed Girders, Floors, Domes, Btid^s, &c., Ansle Bars for Shop 

FronlB, &^!., and Raking Moaldings. 

AliSO, 

Iddilional Plans for variDnsStair-Casfs, with the Lines for prodaoinglhe Face andl 

ing ou s, never e I'f^^^'^^^^^^^^ ^f^^ ^^^'"°'' " "'"S""^'" 

BY WILLIAM JOHNSON, 

THE WHOIiE POUraED ON TEUB OEOMETEIGAli PEISCJFtES; 
THE THEORY AND PRACTICE 



■"TlieCarpenler and Joiners' A ssislanl," " The Stodent' 
FiTB Orders,'! &c. 
TUrteentli SdiUou. 1 Vol. 4ta. 
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THE ERRORS OF MODERN INFIDELITY, 

ILLUSTRATED AND REFUTED, 

BY S. M. SCHMUCKER, A. M., 

In One Volume 12nio., dolh. Just Fubtished. 
We CHnnoI but rcgaid Ihis work, in wliRlevEr lighl we view il In teruenes u> ill ds- 

aosi fondly oherishad and daogeioua of all anoienl or modern errors." God ranst blesB 
nub s worlc iurm«d wilb ble awn [ruth, and doine fierce end successtbl banle acainn 
black inadelity, nhlcb wosid bring His MBJeity and Ward donn to ihs Iiibunal of bn- 



The Child's First Book in Geography. 

BY A DISTINGUISHEU PEACTICAL TEACHER. 
A Small Qua no, illustrated by numerouB Map?, on a new and imptoyed plan, and over 
one bundled Beauilfiil and Original Cuts, forming [he moei complete and allractive 
Primary Geograpby, yel pnblisbed in Ihie conniry. This elementary work, aE aleo 
Ibe larger Seliool Geopaphy named below, contains as inuch or more Geopaphioal 



smiTH's nEW coDimoiv school aEOGRAPHy, 

Elllol&Co,''8 Edition' or^ifftrsG^aphy, P"™"* '" "'°S' "" P=»8e«iy, i^, 
Inla all tbePriyaU and Fnblin Schools in the United States, if real merit la taken into 



STALKER'S SCHaOI^ BICTIOIVARV, 



FMIadslphia, March 15, 184S. S 
At anieeting ot the Controllers of Public Schools, First School District of Pennsylva- 
nia, held atiheOontroliBrs'Ohaniher,onTLesflay, MBrchI4lh, the following resolution 

Resolved, That " Walker's CTiHcal PTonoancing Dtctionary," fiMiaheihy 
Grigg, Elliot & Co., be adopted for nae in the Public Schools. 

CertlGcd from the Minutes. 

THOMAS B. FLORENCE, Secretary. 
Messrs. GnrcG, Elliot & Co. 



THE AMERICAN MANUAL: 

ConlBtning a Brief OntUnsoftba Origin and tigress of Poliileal Power, and the Lawa 
Df Nations; a Commenlsry on lbs Oonslitulian of (hs United Ststsa ofNorUi Atneclca, 
and a luoid Exposition of Ihs Datisi and Rssponnblliiieg of Voters, Jnron, sndCiyit 
Magiutaiea ; with Queeilons, DaGnitkms, and Uareioal Eierciies ; deaignsd to de- 
yclope and slrennhsa ths Moral and IntBllBBtaar Powsrs of Yontb, and Imparl an 
BOBorata knowle^e o/tbe natnrd and oecs.sity of Political Wiiflom. AdspteS to Iha 
nse of Schools, AoadeniiEB, and the Public. By Josbph BAFTtm BtinLEtaH, A. HI.. 
aMcmberofthe Baltimore Ber.and President of Newton Uuiversiiy.— "Reshant 
POPDLT." This ioVBluable work has received the highcBl recommend Btions from many 
of the most disangaisbed and practical Teachers in this country. Teachers who study 
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AN ETYMOLOGICAL 
DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, 

Conlaining the EadioBls und Deflnilions of Words AeiinA from Ihe Greek, Lsiin. and 
Freni^li Languages; and alJ Ihe generatly used Technical nnd Polite Fhra^E adopted 
ftom the French and Lalin. Designed cliiefly as a Book of Hefcre""- '" '"'' — ' 



[and Philosophj 
and Enlarged, 



UiiSiedSlatesrHlalofyof EnglBAd,~FriiAee,&c. Third edil'i< 



The Life of 

GENERAL ZACHARY TAYLOR, 

COMPRISING A. NAREATIVE OP EVENTS CONNECTED WITK HIS 

TROFESSIONAL CARP.PJi, AND AUTHENTIC INCiDENTB 

OP HIS EARLY YEARS. 

BY J. REESE FRY AND R. T. CONRAD. 





In one handsome 12in 


.volume. 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 
Illustrated Editions of the tbUoivin^ WorKs: 

GENERAL TAYLOR AND HIS STAFF; 

TAYLOK. WORTH. WOOL AND BUTLER: 

COLS. MAY, CROSS, CLAY, HARDIN, YELL, HAYS, 



NUMEROUS ANECDOTES OF THE MEXICAN WAR, 

TERSONAI. ADVENTURES OP THE OFFICERS. 
Compiled from Piibltc Oocamtnta aad Private Correspondence. 

ACCURATE PORTRAITS, AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS. 
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GENERAL SCOTT AND HIS STAFF; 

COMPRISING MEMOIRS OF GENERALS 

SCOTT, TWIGGS, SMITH, QUITMAN, SHIELDS, 

PILLOW, LANE, CADWALA.DER, PATTERSON 

AND PIERCE; 

COLS. CHILDS, RILEY, HARNEY AND BUTLER. 

DISTINGUISHED OFFICERS ATTACHED TO GENERAL SCOITS ARMY; 

Notices of General Kearney, Colonel Doniphan, Colonel Fre- 

mont, and other Oncers distinguished in the Conquest 

of California and New Mexico. 



CAMP LIFE OF A VOLUNTEER. 

A CAMFAie IN MEXIGD; 

OR, A GLIMPSE AT LIFE IN CAMP. 

BY "ONE WHO HAS SEEN TOE ELEPHANT." 

SONGS FOR THE PEOPLE. 
Edited by ALBEiJ.T H. EDIEEICK, Professor of Sliuic, 



LIFE OF PAUL JOMES. 

Id Que Tolama 12mo., with One Hundi^d Uttistratiotts. 

■hik of Rbm Admiral Jolin PbuL Jones,'' Ice. tec, by Janjea Homillon. TliB work is 
iipi\ed from his otljinal jounislfi unil correspojidenee ; mii iiioludessn ancounl of his 
:vices in Ihe American Itevoluiion, ajid lu the war between Ihe RussiaOE and Turks 
the Block Sea. Thers is scaroelj any Naval Hero of any age who combined in bis 



w Ihe coasM of England and SeoUand, are matlare comparaUvelj 

!h ie diBcipated hy ihia Biography. A hDoklJkelhis.iiaTradngihea 

n,or Wima' Lifi ^ Marion and Washingum, and siTBi\RrboQ>tiii 

inoraetoui fliiginoa wood engtaifings of naval soeoes and dislingi 

Esq., editor of the CommerDial, Cincinnati, Ohio, Gpeakingof Itiis 
-'■■Lifeof Rear Admiral PauIJones, illuEiralcfl willi nunierouB ei 

of freedom. Ihe firsl time il was diEpleyed in llie Delaware, and ii 
in ibe hands of ev 
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The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman. 

UNCLE TOBY AND CORPORAL' TRIM. 

BY L. STERNE. 

Beaulirullj illustralod by Darloy, Gtiiched. 

A SSIVTIMKWTAI. JOCRHEr, BY Ij. STERHSE. 

Iliualrttled aa above, by Darlej;, Blilched. 

so few and faibelween, Ihat one reads wiih renewed deJightiis delicale lurns, &c. 



A COMPLETE DICTIONAEY 

POETICAL QUOTATIONS: 



OLD BRITISH POETS: 

WITH OHOIOE AND COPIODS SELECTIONS 
MODERN BRITISH AND AMERICAN POETS. 

SARAH JOSEPHA HALE. 

Sd pDUtH h'H upon the IlvLd^ Ijftit 



dredacTavopB«H,caieFa11yandlastefiillr satecEQdtVomBUUieliiHMQndletcien authors of CQl&briw. 

"The plan m idesof Ure. BaWa woA is felimWOS. It la ODa for which her fiae laate, her orderly 
haUaof lolntl, soil her lomoooapalkm mlKiiWralaiCj hMjj>en l«r pecaliac feoiliUeai Slid Ihiitoushly 

iag, tarn lbs OajtotCbBiaBtto^iirBtailxiai.''—WaAiiJii1cn If^oa. 



iawhicligiftKlminllt — , ., - 

liiM,aiBi»wMof_piitriotiiBi.lliB hcJiosBsof pleiy— bU Ihat has most dseplTSftte 
Ab^o-Sbcdd raco nt the Isat LhrMhnndrfldyoaTBH is here embodied. " it containE r-,.^^- --..--.^.., 
fron sll tkie etaadsnl Brrtish aod AmerkauFDetaupDA oUnoat over:r sabjoct w[i^m Lhe range nf tbuutJiL. 
The aahjeae are arraaged a^habeamllT, and a''TablB of Conlenls''at Ihe cgameaoemenl rBiiOere 



sell again, BDpplied 
>n'Vill also be paid lo ell orders, Ihrou^h 



by mail, for Lam, Medical and MiBCBllBneoos Books, for public and prmtle libransa, 
and no eSftn wilt be spaiefl lo coniplele all snoh orders oa Ihe most reaaaoable urmi. 
13 
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TO ALL TEACHERS AND SCHOOL COMMITTEES. 

NEW AND 
POPTJLAE SCHOOL BOOKS, 

PUBLISHED BY 

LIPPINCOTT, GRAMBO & Co. 
SUCCESSORS TO GRIGG, ELLIOT & Co. 



THE AMERICAN MANUAL; 

A COMMENTARY ON THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNrTED 

STATES OF NORTH AMERICA, 

WITH QUESTIONS, DEFIHITIONS, AND MAKGIKAL EXERCISES, 

BY J. BAHTLETT EHRLETG-H. A. M. 



by Fretideni Burleigh, and find il lo lie just Uie liook Ibat is wanted in our BchoDls ; and I 
may add. in steryprivate library. Amidst all the boaiied llatat of the ptcsenl d«y. there 
ia really great deficiency in seTeral departments. A kaowlsdge of HgurCB, whether of 



.., _._..L-a Now Conjn 

jol Geajrapliy ;" it is ilnnils, and euliicientl; fUll in its explaiiatione as a ptlmary ii 

on geography, and introdhufl the learner at once 10 the elementary knowledge of 
Lirtant brandi of -'■—■•' ="-— ■■-' ■ ■■ ' — '— ■—■!--■">—-■ 
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(Copn). 
l], liy Joseph Batllelt Biiric 



BaUlmorc. March lilk. 1349. 
This is (0 cettiiy thai the SoBnt of CoinmJiEionerB of tljo PuMlc Scliools tat Ealliinon 
County, iiave oJoplod tlis Aiqerican Manual hy J, B. BurlejBli, as o lojt-bcwk. to be ubh 
in <hc schools under Ihcir direoliaii. This Board Has undei its oonlml over einy fchooJi 
located lliraushout Bultiniote County. 

\ 
0crjt to tA< Board qf School Comniae 

Eilniet of a Jotler fram Leroy a. Bdwarda, President of Uie 
ralum which had not heen lietbre supplied, and iBEpMlflilly tei 



Esltaot of a leller from Jolin B. Strange. A. H., and'^B. B IWlS, ™M!r?'.incipals'of 

una]) ons of tbe beat Sclioolboota we havs over exsmiiied, not oijItbb regatda thematlor, 
but also die manner of oomojunlcatiag it. Tlia Manual is adapted to the lapacily of the 
;ounj;est, and oiiiBl prove higtilr interesting and instraetiTS to the oldest pupiEa. II com- 
munieales intbtmation whii^ evory Americaa should poBeera, in a style so clear, and by a 
plaji 80 admirable, that fho work must commend ilaelf to all who become acquainted witli 
lis merits. We shall introduce it into this iuatituiion, and Iwpe that the Scliools throuelj. 
out the connlry will not fiiil to nppreclale Its worth, and adopt it at the cailicst moment 



Exlraol of a letter ftom Hon. Colmon Yeliol. " I sincerely hope Ihat Ihn Ainorlcui 

merely for the porutul of the young. Its peciUiar beauty of stylo' un^thc er^afan 
of useful inlbrmation collccleil in ho convenisnl a fbrm, slmuld rcniler it a Ikvourilc 
of roftcenco fbt tlie legislalor, tlie politician, and the general rornler." 



Stenbmaimc, Ohio, Mia 17th. 1S49. 
Messrs. Grioo, Elliot & Co. : We, the undersisned. Teachers of the Public Schools ir. 
Iheciiyof Steubeuvills, find, on trial, Ihat Burleigh's American Manual Is the best Jooif 
Bithwhlch we are acquainted ftir waking up the mind of youth, for training ihcm to un- 

ihornughly flitine them tor the duties of after lift. The school, iho inftlltble lest of the 
apptobalion of every ftiond of thorough edueation. " '™*"'^ 

H. A. WAI-KER, WM. McCAY, 

M. KIDDO. PRANCIS TCJRXER, 

M. HULL. I, B. BUTLER, 

J. BROWN, E. KELL, 
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WM. E. JANCBr, Secrelary. 

Ha^nff ^THmtoed IheAmerJcan ManuaMiy J.B. Bitrlei'h. and uDviu^ uBed it oaa text- 
The aayect, tlis Btjle, tlia mnrfiinBl eierciBtffl, tbe queaitona ai the fool of each pBge"tho 

J. A.COVBLL, " A. T. DOUTHETT, 

E. PRAZIEII, JHO. STERaiT, 

M. WII;80N, WM. M. HASTINGS. 

JAiB. B. D. MEIEDS, LEONARD H. BATON 

Priseifal ^Hit Ward Bays' School, Piasliztrg. 

JAMES AHUGESON, 
Prlsdpal qf FilUburgA^aieKy. mdmaay alher Pri-ncipsls qf Schools and .anvleinies. 
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SAM'L C. HARPEB, 
or of Mitkematia and English Literature in FrtiUrick allege. 



XiKlmm. PHtcna Anno CmMti. FlTginia. Jalf 9TtA. 1t<49. 
Extract of a letter ftoiD Wdi. Sobeitg, Bsq., Frealdenc of tbe Board of Sebool Comtaia- 
donen of PrincceB Anoe CDunif , Vitglnia. " The Boaid of Sdwol Cammiesioaen. of this 

Manual be IntrodncedEnti 

El); HO largo a DUmba of oui citlsenii, > ^ , ._ 

training ibe young mind, in the earlier stages of its educiltian, I have evei' Eccn." 



nrechoolB, The poiiularilTOf the Mana 



Easltllle, JforHiaimiltiii Coaxtu, ViTgiiiia. Feb. STiS. 1849. 
Eitracl of n Idler ftom Hev. H. Galpin. Principal of tbe Higll School al Baslville, 
NorUiamplon County, Virginia. " My acbniars have ftllen iu love with the Mnnual, nnd 
Iheir improvemenl delighlfnlly cotresponde. If 1 do not mielake, it will he appreciated 
and introduced into Schools Just in proportion as It becomes known. It ought to bs iu 
every fkmlly nnd in every library." 

Extract of a letter Ihim Br. J. Patrich, President of Uadieon Colle(te. " The American 

youth; the plau is a most excellent one; the questions and marginal noles being of incal- 
culable serriee to Uie pupils while at tlie fiame time tbe author's expOHition comhines the 
utmost peraplcnliv, prea^oii, and cjeamess, iDOhlDi very Bttraciive tbe study of those 
great prlnciplefi Which are the soul of the ciiaTtra' ofour uhertiei. I have no doubt but it 
eau he advanlijBouBly used aa tbe highest elan reader In all our schools." 

Hos-,db,Googlc 



Silcait ofs 



Fntm L. T. Cawel], Esq., lale Teacber of Matbeniaeics. Ifpeilanti Saminaiv, Nidiigan. 
•■Having carefnjl)' examined IbB American Manual by PreaiOeiil Burielgb, A.M., and Iibt- 

AE^aComTn^il^y'on the Constilution ^ ill United 'slaisaTit is of iigl> l^trltdic oorit. 
TlioditeotiiuuupOBtlieioetliodDf inattuclioD— ibe aubjeci, tlw style, tlie mar(iiial enei- 



ibot of eadi page, fli 

of Pmfcasor I^ 



._, „_ „.. . jmplele. It is of tbo WgbeBl 



HBTing examined tbe Ameticai 
T. CowelJ, and have adopteil tl as 



icl ScMol. 
B. M. WIUJAMS. 
rd Mile High Sclmel, JUItghan^ City. 



" The plan of tlie woilt is eminently orij 

llcient mode of impsrtine Imowledee. 

"But, independently of ibe admirable anangemeni as a School Hook, it 
1031 careful peluaal of all, and ougbt (o be in ever; family. Ilcouta 
icid. exact, and compiehensiie view of out social and political institull* 



SSSZTIi'S NEW OOMMOIT SCIZOOX. G-SOGRAFRZES. 

THE CHILD'S FIRST BOQK IN GEOGRAPHY. 

DESIGMED AS AN INTKOBUCTION TO 

R. M. SMITH'S COMMON SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY. 

One Hundred 'beaittJDil and originRl Cuts, tbnning the dkhi complele and 'auractire 
Primatj fleography yel puljliihed tn tbis connlry. This elementary work, as alaolhc 
larger SchoDlGeogiapby uamed below. cantaineaamuobormoreGaoerapbical inlbFma< 
Uon, and better atraDged, than any other Geograpbiee noff used In the acbools of Uiie 
coontrr; ibr the truth of wbicli the pubtisheis utticBlarlT reqneal all teachers lo exa- 
mino Ibi tbemselvGB. Oopiee (bt e:iaiiiiDaUoa will be flimisbed gratis. 



SMITH'S NEW COMMON SCHOOL GEOGRAPHV. 

BUiot ft Co.'a EdiUan of Bmith'a Qeograpby. 

Thero ia ng &toil Bui evBi Issued ttom the American press, that is mnrc liichl); mn 

I inTalnaUs elementary work ; andit will beuniyeraally intmdncRl ii 

Id Public BchoolB in Ibe United Btatee. if real tnerii is taken into con 
Teaolien are particularly leqnested to give 11 a candid pi ami notion. 
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TeRlniony ftoui Dnmero 
theic value as Scbaal Bool 

From Jno. McCluiky, C 
nodria, Pennsylvania. 

Messrs. Geiso, Elliot 
Academy of West Atasao 



5 

Lin^isheil teocliarB a 



whohavi 



eally Icalf 4 
June 3M, 1649. 



I of the Aosdemy and Notnial 
lime, it gives me pleaeure to reeommeiid it to the 
JOHN McCLUSKY. 
Rickmmd. Jfim. 131k, 1348. 

Tiaekir of the Class 



K. M. Sinltli's Goography in their Schools and Academies. 



SUSANflAH H. BDRTCIN, 
OAROLIWE H. GAY, 
ELIZABETH L. READ, 
C. A. aTAXPIELl). 
A. LVOW. 
WIUJAM a FISHES. 

X'lnfont, riiyinia, Jos. SWS, 1649. 



WILLIAM WHn'E. 



WehaveintrodiicedR. M, ( 
W. W. CAMPBBLI,, 



W. G. HITOHBLL, To*, Pa. 
A. IBWIN, STcOonnelBlnin. Fa. 
BAHnsL ABTBUK, Oloey Ctacsical : 
a SHIRLEY, PayelteriUe, Pa. 
M. J. BOTD, Lancaster, Pa. 
FHOBBE PAINE, Catllsle. Fa. 
W. H. BLAIR, Orrabtirt, Pa. 
JAMES M. ALEXAmEH, Bodlbtd, P 

THOMAS W. MORRIS, PlainBeW, Pa 
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WALKER'S SCHOOL AND FAMILY DICTIONARY. 

NEW EDITION. 



GKEATLY IMPHOVED, AND FEINTED ON WHITE PAPER. 

A CRITICAL PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY 
EXPOSITOH OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, 



Z ACQUIKING A EHOWIEDOE Of THE USE 

BY JOHW WALKBB, 

AuUior nf "ElemenlB of Elocution." ''Biiyming Diclionsty," ic.ic. 

AbriflBod for Ihe use of Scbools, by an AmBricim Cilizeo, 

ta and Teachers will pleaEa eiaoiine and order Grigg, Elliol & PC's Improved Edi 
ChaU 



:S*MBliK 01- TBK CoBTnoLLEBB Of PnBLlc SraDOLB, ) 

FmsT BcHooi, District or PEXHSiLvunA. \ 

PiiladOphia. Xar^t 15. 1848. S 



THOMAS B. PLOBENCE, SstT'etarj. 
CertiSed tram the MInules. 
Messrs. Gaioo, Elliot &. Co. 
An emineat wriiet, and a good ^udge or the lalue of Sictionnriee, observes na M- 

We have reselved from the publiahere. MeSBta. Otigg, Elliol & Co., No, U Horlh Fourth 
Street, a copy of their new and handsome eitiiion ofWalker's Critical Pronouncinj; Die 
ilouary fcrBbhools. The presont edition is decidedly the best and most convenient in- 
ner, sxptBasly fljT Bd»ol»— has boBQ gisally Improved and madebellet in every respect for 
Isachori nna scbolaji. An teachers who have any regard tOi their E5[es and. the eyes of 
Ehpir flcbolars, would Snd iC to tbaJr advantage to use this edition^ printed as it is from 
new slBTBotype plates and on ctaan white paper. The edition is for sale by ImoliaeUers 
and country merehano generally throughonl the Uniled Slates. 



BIGLAHD'S NATURAL HISTORY 

OF ANIMALS, BIRDS, PISHES, REPTILES, AND INSECTS, 



Tbls work is particularly adopted ftr the use of Schools and Families, ftrmins the mrai 
aiS Is worthy of the ipocia! atiMiilon of the teachers of all oui schools and acncl«nies. 
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NEW SERIES OF 

COMMON SCHOOL READERS, 

Numbeis First, Second, Third, Fourtli and Fifth, 

THESE BOOKS ARE PARTICULARLY ABAPTED FOR 



TEAGHBRS WHO FEEL J 




THE FIFTH READER. 



MOODEY'S BOOK-KEEPING. 

A PBACTICAL PLAN OF BOOK-KEEPING-, 
BY DOUBLE ENTRY. 



ANSLEY'S ELEMENTS OF LlTERATUREj 

AH INTEODDCTIOK TO TEE mA RIITORIC AND BELIES-LETTB 
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MURRAY'S EXERCISES AND KEY, 

ADAPTED TO HIS GRAMMAR. 

LIPPINCOTT. GKAMBO tc CO.'S STEREOTYPE EDITION. 

SBIILET'S ARITHmETICAL RULES AND TABLES 

FOR YOUNG BEGINNERS. 



SMILEY'S ARITHMETIC, 

OR THE NEW FEDERAL CALCULATOR, in Dollars and Cents. 

This work conlaina, among other important improvements. Questions on tbo 
Rules and Theory of Arithmetic, which are considered by teaoliets generally 
very conducive ID tbe improvement of the pupil. Although a prejudice et- 
iats among some teachers in Ikvor of the old works on Arithmetic, yet the 
very liberal patronage which this work has received, mirst be considered ^a 
decisive evidence of the great esUmation in which it is held by most of the 
iostructors of youth. Upwards of 600,000 copies hive been printed and sold. 
The sums being altogether in dollars and cents, givea it a decided preference 
over anj other arithmetic in asa. The most dietinguiahed teachers of our 
city pronounce it superior to any oilier Ilka work; therefore the publishers 
sincerely hope this useful improvament will overcome the prejudice that many 
teachers have to inlrodocing new works — particularly those preceptors who 
wish to discharge their duty faithfully to parent and child. 



A KEY TO THE ABOVE ARITHMETIC, 

solutions given of all the various rules. Designed principally to faci'litale lie 
labor of teachers, and assist such as have not the opportonily ofa tutor's aid, 



AN ETYMOLOGICAL 
DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUASE. 

BY T^ILLIAM ORIMSHAW. 

THIKD EDITIOff, XN ONE VOl. 12iaO. 
'Rie compiler of this Ijoot, in hia Preftwa, runs over the leading inBHenoes which have 
been ni work in the formation of Ihe laniniage, and points signiBcanlly lo tlie siudy of 
dBtivaUons tor a correct and ready usa of words. Tbe advaoH^e of his work is that so 
much is done in so sinall a space. In one vDlnioe of about three hundred pages, there ia 
rvally B vast tunannl of matler, l3a sludy of wbiob could not 1^ lo beuefil tlie style at 
nine-lenas of Ihe lBoca,lled| esaclwnlersof Ihe day. The author's diilinolionof the 
nssof diBiwo rteai divisions of out language by ihe "hwherolBsaea and the oommon 

kuDWD by Iheii frequent nse, uul of Oreell, Latin, or French, bul of Saxon wards. 
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SHUSH WS LADIES' lEXIBDN & tiWSR GOMIAHIDN; 



Nearly every word in the English Language, and exhibiling the Plurals 
of Nouns and Ifae ParticipleB of Verbs; being ateo particularly adapt- 
ed to ihe use of Academies and Schools. 

BT WILLIAM GRIMSHAW, Esq. 

In the Nashville Republican, we observe the following notice ofthia verj nae- 
ful book !— 

remedy, we bm do an oidinary ad of InalLio lo ihG aUhor aiid publisher. We caniidor 
Ihe "Ladies' Lexicon," and recDDimendiilo our readera, bs a work rhat poasesaeB sope- 

THE GENTLKKXASI'S LEXICON, OR POCKET DICTIONARY. 

Nearly every word in Ihe English Langu^e, and eshibiling the Plurals 
of Nouns and the PatlieipIesofVerhs; being alsoparticularly adapted 
lo the use of Academies and Schools. 

BY WILLIAM GRIMSHAW, Esq. 
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GKIfflSHAW'S POPULAR HISTORIES, 

For Schools and Family Libraries. 

SBIKSHAW'S mSTDRY DF TEE VIU'IEI STATES. 

RECENTLY BROUGHT UP BY THG AUTHOR TO THE PRESENT TIME, 

Also, Questions adapted to the aboye History; and a Key, adapted to 

the Questions, Ibr the use of Teachers and Families. 

CRIMSHAW'S MISTOR^ OF EIV^I^A^S. 

RECENTLY BROUGHT UP BY THK AUTHOR TO THE PRESENT TIME 

Also, Questions adapted to the above History; and a Key, adapted to 

the Questions, for the use of Teachers and Families. 
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